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uiry into the 8 June attack onthe USS LIBIRTY was convered at
the direction of Admiral McCain, A Navy Court of Inguiry is a
vened to investigate an incident involving. for example, substantial
icant internationul o7 other legal conseyuences, Tt is un

body, and its report is purely advisory.

Rear Admiral Teanc Kidd
with Captains Bernard l.au
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% uppointed by Admiral McCain (0 be the president of the Court, _
and Bert Atkinson as the other members. (aptain Ward Bosion, a
ned as counsel to the Court.
Admiral Kidd and thc iwo fpombors of his Court, with their legal oflicer, Ward Boston,

> editerrancan where they boarded the LIBIIR'TY at sea and
;¢ for their investigation.

written transcript of the proccedings and the report of the Court of
coniclusion that the attack was uceidental was largeiy accomplished
ily damaged LIBERTY was initially docked, and then at our

the divection and supervision of Adimiral Kidd and Captain Boston,
iately following their on-scene imvestigation.
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As Force Legul Officer for dmiral McCain, it would normally have been my duty to review the
record of the investigation By the Court of Inquiry and 1a prepure & recommended action on that
revord for Admiral McCaings consideration and decision, leading ultimately to his official
endorsement and trunsmisan of the record to the Department of the Navy in Washington

{cd procedure, Captuin Boston appeared in my office in

midaflernoon of the day th he and Admiral Kidd arrived in London from Malta, handed me the
reeord of some 600 puges, §nd said that Admiral McCain had asked him to bring it to me for my
review,

! inmediatcly swept all othdr work aside and began a comprehensive review of that file, working
steadily at & from the alteripon undil ubout 3:00 AM. At that point I took a brief brcak for sleep,
then resumed my review at rbout 6:00 AM the following morming. | was still so engaged when
Captain Hoston again 4 m my office at sbourt 10:00 AM and asked how I was doing, and

whert 1 thought I would cofiplete my review. 1 told him that 1 was a1 that point only about 1/3 of









