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SQUADRON DIARY HISTORY = AIRSEIP SQUADRON THIRTY THRSE /[

L

" 10 December 1942 « Alrahip Bguadron 33 wms this day eamissioned at
NAS Tillamook in oeremcnies starting at 0910, Captain 8. E. Peek, USN,
Commander Fleet Airship Wing 51, read tho conmissioning dirsotive and
pronounced the squadroa cammissionsd, Lisutenant Commander Bme%t J. Bulliven,
SH, read his orders and assumed ccmmand,

8§ Pebruary 1943 = Airship X-31 was aasigned to the squadron and cpera-
ticral tralning was ecmmenced at the liary Adrship Base at Euren,

18 Pebruary 1943 » The K-31 lan 'y at HAS Tillamook and made several
operstional $raining flights., This was the first visit of & lighter-than-
air oraft to HAS Tillsmock., The airship departed en 17 February to resume
operations at the Auxiliary Airship Baae at Bureka, California, (See photo 1
in SQUHIS).,

16 Mareh 1943 = Routine patrols werse started from MAS P4llamock wish
the liﬂhip E=31,. '

37 ¥areh 1943 » Ihe -3l in o high wind broke locge from the meoring
mast and was ripped and deflated on the fisld, The cuvelops and car wese
dsnzzed boyond repalr and cme engins recelved major damage, (Bse photos 8
through § in BQUEIS),

: :
35 April 1943 - Adrship E¥=33 arrived Tillamook from Meffett Field,
and commensed opemations with the squadron,

9 May 1943 = Airsghip X=-39 arrived Tillamook from Moffett Field, and
saumensed operaticns with the squadrom,

19-21 ¥ay 1943 = Extensive and exhoustive senrch was made by the two
airships of this easmand in eonjumetion with FC 815 %o detest the possidle
pressnce of a gublmarine about two miles off Cape M¥earvs. Beversl strong
nagnetlo contasts were sbdtalned; however, it was finally comoluded that the
prosence of a pubtmarine was doudbtful. (See photo 6 in BQUEIS),

23 lay 1943 - Vise Adairal F. Junek Fletoher, USH, Commander Northwest
2¢a Prontlier, and Roar Admirel Frank D, Wagner, T8N, Commander Flses Alr
Boatile visited the aquadron. (Bee photo 7 in SQUHIS),

31 iay 1343 « The K-8l arrived for operstioms with the sguadren, This
brought the total mmbder of airships operating with the squadrem o Shree,
There wers a Sotal of B8 flights during $hw first month of sustalsed opora-
Sicns in Alrship Bquadron 33, of whiah 9 wore searsh, J eseers, 1 training,
38 patrol, and 7 patrol-utilidy,

2 June 1943 = A visual and magnetio sulmarine ssareh ma3 ocndueded ine
ahors of Cape Mearss by the X33, pilot Li.Comdr, Sullivan; results msgative.
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Note
While the squadron was officially commissioned on December 10, 1942, the dates on some squadron photographs suggest that a ceremony took place at Tillamook, OR on December 7, 1942 - the first anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor.


10 June 1943 = The K-35, pilot Lt(jg) Steffen, investigated a magnetio
contact § miles west of Falocn Bock) reaults negative.

1S June 1943 = The X-51, pilot Ls{jg) Bteffen, investigased an oil

sliok a4 JFEX 022917 « JFEA §079€4, A magnotlic searoch mas conduetbed; resulis
negative,

15 June 1943 « 011 slick and bubtles wers sighted by the X-51, pilet
+(Jg) Ralston. MAD search was oonducted at JPAD 076150; results negative,
An oil slick wms- sighted by the E-33, pilot Ens. Porteous, at JPAD 078103,
A magnetio search indiocated that the oll was not caused by the pressnoce of

a sutmarine,

17 June 1543 = C11 bubbles wers investigated 33 miles BW of Caps Lockout
by the K=3J, pilot Lt. Xelm; results negative. A magnetio search was made
a$ JPAD 080020 by the E-39, pilot Lt(Jjg) Ralston; results negative. A MAD
contast was made by the E~81, pilot Ens. Portecus, at JPAD 087191, The
probabls cause of the sontact was the presence of two sulmerged wreesks.

19 June 1943 « Rear Admiral Charles E, Rosendahl, USl, Chief of Naval
Airship Treining, secompanied by Captain Menrise R. Plerese, UBN(Ret), aad
Commandsr Ge 7. Wataon, USH inspsoted the squadrom, The K-8, piled
L5(3g) Steffam, received a sirong msgnetis sontast at JPAD 058310, Pewr
bmbs were relsased, The course of the contasd, as marked by drense slieks,
appeared to be westward, A lader wreek chart showed a wreek in this vieine

14y,

30 June 1943 = During the month of June 1943, the %hreo airships of
this ecmmand flow a total of 753 hours, a distance of 33,828 miles. There
wors a total of 89 flights as follows: 1 searsh, 1 escort, 75 patrol,

3 training, and 9 patrol-utility., Thare were no non-gpsrationmal days
during ths month,

3 July 1943 = A sulmarine sesarch was oondusted in the area JPAD Q78325
by tho X-33, pilot Lt. ¥oCannj resulta negative,

g July 1943 = The K=-39, pilot L%, Kasim, conductsd & search of area
JPAD 0100303 results nagasive,

16 July 1943 = A magnotie ecntact was made by the I-J39, pllot
t(3z) Carten, at JPAD 096103, I% is velieved this ocntast was saused by
the proesance of a geologle formadtdom,

13 July 1943 = The X=-T1 arrived and began operations with the squadronm,
This brought the total mumber of alrships osperaiing with the squadron %
four, (Bes photo 7§ in SQUHIS),

22 July 1943 - A magnetio ecntast was mede by the X-33, piled
Ls{iz) 8teffan, 8 miles wess of Cape Faleon, I% was dedemined that the

somtast was caused by 8 goologlo fomation,

23 July 1543 « The R=33 losaded A Coast Ouard auxiliary doad lost ad
gsa with a broksu scmpass. The airship scted as a pilot veasel and drought
trae surface oralt into port. ahoto 8 4n Sy UHTS
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81 July 1943 = The airships of this ocomand flew 968.1 hours for a
total of 57,090 miles during the month of July 1943, There wers a total of
98 flights as follows: 1 searsh, 2 escort, 70 patrol, § training, and 14
patrol-utility. Thers were 20 non-cperational days during the memth,

1=2 August 1043 « The K-71, pilet Lt(Jg) York, and the K-51, pilet
Ins., Buhr, sonduoted an intenslve pulmarine search of f Tillamook Head)

resulsa negative,.

3 August 1943 =« The =Tl was ordersd to searoch for a B-17 which had
srashed, The wreckage was loocated by the airship on an inaccessidle part
of Cape Lockout and the information emabled searching parties %o reach the
spot and rescue a survivor. The X-33, pilot Lt(jg) 8teffen, investigated
an oil slick at JPEX 0855505 results negative, ZThe X=-71, pilot Lt.Comdr,
Sullivan, investigated a magnetic oontaet at JPAD QB0285; results negative,

12 August 1943 = The K=-339, pilot Ens, Ilick, sondusted an antl-
submarine search at JPAD C80085; results negative.

18 Augus$ 1943 « Airship E~71 was dooksd in Bangar "B" wsiag the Eash
door. This was the first airship 4o be moored in a hangar at NAS Pillamock,
(3ss protos ® and 10 in BQUHIS). The K=70 arrived amd began operatioms
with the squadron, '

§

21 August 1943 = The squadron moved its affices from the Administratien
Building to Mangar "B, baviag theretofaore sondusted all 143 operations
from the Administration Building, : |

| §
23 Augusts 1943 = The K-8, pilot' Ins. Portecus, investigated an oil-
glick at JPAD 030315; results nogative,

28 Aungusd 1945 « The E=39, pilot Lt. HoCann, investigated an oil slisk
at JPAD 081033; results negative,

51 Augagss 1943 - The airships of this command flew 1319,7 hours during
the month of August 1943 for a Sotal of 52,133 miles. There were 125 flights
as followss 3 ssarsh, § sacors, 91 patyol, 13 training, and 13 patol-
utility. There were no non-gperaticnal days during the memth,

3 Scptanber 1943 « The I-3J arrived from Noffett Field and degan opema-
9icns with the squadron,

33 Beptemder 1043 « The X=33, pilot Lb, MoCamn, condusted a sulmarine
ssarsh off Haysbtack Rook; results negative.

23 Bopieabsr 1943 = The I-»71, Pilot Li.Comdry. Sullivan, received mm
oxoellams ¥AD contmct at tho end of an oil aliok at JPAD 087180, 85 838 -
wmas direoted by the airship %o sondus$ a sownd searsh, It was somelunded
that a sulmerged wrsck was the cause of the slick and ecatast.

30 Ssptember 1943 = During 4be momnth of Ssptamber 1943, the alrships
of thias command flew a %o%al of 1488,2 hours for a distanse of 80,303 mlles,
Thore wors & botml of 154 flights as follows: 3 searsh, 1D sseers, 104

ratrol, 23 twaining, sad 13 patrol-utility, Thers were no non-—operatiomal

days dartag we st OREINNTIIENEY  DCCLASSIFIED
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2 Ootober 1943 = The K-33, pilot Lt(jg) Frey, investigated oil spots
at JPAD 0S50265; results negative,

. & Cotober 1943 = En route to Moffobt Field, both engines of the X33,
pilot Lt(Jg) Ralston, eus out and ths dlimp began o settle rapidly, In
spite of the relsase of both slip tanka and four bombde, the airship siruek
the wmber. Omly by the resourcefulneas of the pilot was serious damage %o
the airship smd possidle loss of 1ife avorted. (See photos 11 ard 12 in 8QUHIS).

2-3 Cotoder 1943 = The X=71, pilot Lt(jg) Portecus, the K=79, pilet
Lts Jolmaton, and the K=51, pilot Lt(jg) York, participated in an intensive
sutmarine search 34 miles, 240° trus, from Yagquino Head. Thres depth
sharges were released and a large gquantity of diesel oil bdubdled %0 the
surfase, I% was later determined that this was a wreesk.

J Ootober 1943 « The X-83, pllot Bns, Marriage, made a magnetio oon-
tast 3 miles west of Bilets Bay. It is bolisved that the contaet was saused
by the presemse of a geolegioal formation,

19 Cetober 1943 = K=83, while on patrol, ecntacted an everturned barge
and direeted surface srmaft to the sceme,

20 Gotoder 1943 « In conjunetion with TiB 339, the X~E), plled
Candr. Bullivan, whils searshing for a ersshed ¥BF, investigated a large
pateh of edl at 45° 84' N, 1249 §? W,) results negative,

81 Cotober 1943 = X-33 sighted a half-gulmergod barge 43 miles wosh
ef Coos Bay and direeted an AX % the scens,

31 QCotober 1943 - 48,008 miles were flown during the memth of Ostober
1943; a total of 1246.€ houra., The total nmber of flights were 135 as
follows: § search, 15 escort, 98 patrel, 14 training, and 7 utility-patrol,
Theres were two aon-operaticnal days during Cotober 1943,

10 YXovember 1943 = A landing was made at FWAAS North Bernd, Oregon to
test the suxiliary airship facilities located thers and to imdootrizate

persannel in the handling of ol rships,

1l Novamber 1543 = The X=71 was ordered to assist in a speolal searsh
for an Fi-] foreed down a’t sea 25 miles wost of Astoria, The X-71 lecated

the oil alick of the plane Dus the plans itself was not reeqyered. The
I=-§1 yelieved on station and sontimmed the searoch wntil dari,

13 Sovember 1943 = Captain T, G. W, 3etile, UBN, Comander Fleet Airships,
Pacifis made an inspestiom of the squadron. (3ee photo 13 in BQUHIS). The
FC 537 doveloped a ssund contast § alles IV of Hecota Head and made a depth—
charge atimek, This commmnd wus ordered %o scoperate with surfaoce srft ia
condusting an m ti-gulmarine ssarch of this arsa. The =39, pilot
Comdr, Bullivan, the X1, pdlot L3(Jg) Buhr, md 2o X~83, pilot Ens, lee,
tosk pard in the searsh) resulta megative.
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/20 Hovember 1543 = Unable t0 reach har home base or awxiliary bases due
%0 heavy weather and lask of fuel, the X-7l made a foroed landing on the
beach 2 miles north of Long Zeach, Washington, to an emergency landing
parsys. After approximately 10 mimubes om the ground, the ship beceme e~
manageable because af etrong gusta of wind, which resulted in the starboard
propeller hitiing the sand, Both engines were out and the ship ripped o
prevent 1% from being bdlewn $o sea. (Ses photos 14 through 17 in 8QUEI3),

21 Zovember 1343 = The K=79 ponducted an enti-gulmarine gearch 4 miles
3 of Heceta Fead; results nezative,

30 ¥ovember 1943 = The alrahips of this command flew dusing the month
of November 1943 a total of 1105.8 hours for a distanse of 41,520 miles.
There were 113 flights as follows: 11 escors, 93 patrel, 2 uidlity-patral,
4 tralning, and 3 goaresh-patrol. Thsre wore 158 challenges of merchant
vessels during the month. Thers were two mon-operational days during the
month when flying was suspendsd dus to weather conditions.

3 Docember 1943 = The E=33 arrived and began operations with Mlimp

13 Decembar 1943 » While on a rouine gt’iml. L%(ig) York aighted &
target raft adrift, HEe reported 4% %o Alr Contivl, Astaria. A Coust Ouard
boat was sent %o try % reirievs the rufls, e

15 Dosember 1943 « The opder was received to gearch for the saft refarred
te under sntry of 13 Deesxber, 88 ths Coanst Gusrd had dbeen mmsussessful im
finding 1%, Ens. Rledardam nade coptact with the rafl and sdoed By mdil
relioved by Li(Jg) Bteffen as 1800, ‘15(Jg) Bbeffen mas ordeved o otmnd by
the raft untll relieved by the Coast Guard vessel BONHAM, Contact was
sgain lost during the night due %o strong winds and low vialbilidy.

18 Decemher 1943 « Ena, Gaedbe ecrntacted the raft adove mentionsd sad
stood by it wntil the Coast Guard bomt yetrieved it and took it in Sew.
she raft was adou$ 10 feed high and 10 feet wide above the water with a
largs base and sould very easily have become 4 sericus hazard to shippiag
a8 1t was drifting i1a the sosstwise shipping lanes.

31 Dostmber 1943 ~ During the month of December 1343, the alrships of
this commnd flew a total of 1213,3 hours, s distanse of 47,398 miles, Thers
wers & total of 140 flights as follows: 2 searsh, 7 eecort, 90 patrol,

30 trgining, 1 test, and 10 patrel-utility. There were 175 challenges of
asrchant vessels during the menth, Thers wers three non-operadional day s
during the month,

4 Jamary 1544 = The E=39 landed %o an emergenoy landing pariy as
Quillayuts Maghisgtan and while athespis wers being mads %o mast the airship,
shifting winds caused 4t to rell snd kite, bending both propellars and
nscensitating cubtting both mgines. Eeavy gusts then tore thw lines froem
the bandling party amd tw haulliagelin lize frem the wianch of the nmast, The
pirship became alirborae, sut of control and mas ripped, (Bee yhotes 13
through 21 in SQIENIS),. |

7 Januvary 1944 = During a routins patrol, an intemge hydro-oxygen fire
pssurTed in the battery eompartment ip the §




%o the proxinlty of the fuel llnss, It was readily apparant that the al rahip
Tas in grave dmger, The aleriness of the entire orsw and the individual
dnitiabive of WCODRUFT, P.R., CBU{AA), and HENSLEY, R.E., ARM2s, in

ths durning battery from 1%s mount snd Jedtlsoming 1%, averted almost cer-

, tain digaster, {See photo 22 in BQUHIS),

‘11 Jumuary 1944 - Captaidn 2. 6. W. 8ettle, TSN, Cammmdar Fleet Adrships,
Pocifle visited the squadron, (See photo 23 in BQUEIS).

14 Jamary 1944 « The E-33, pilot Lt(4g) Ralston, gearched for a dcwned
227 in %lw wvioclnity of the mouth of the Columbia River; results nezative,

15 January 1944 ~ WOGDRUFF, P.R., CBM(AA), end HENSLEY, R.E., AM2e
wers coumanded &% Squadron Psrsonnel Inspsetiocn for their aotions in exiine
gui;hi.ng ‘;:h- fire referruvd to in the entry of 7 Jenuary 1944, (See photo 24
in BQUHEIS).

13 Jamuary 1944 - Ths X=119 arrived from Noffett Pisld %o bYegin opors-
tions with the squadren,

34 January 1944 « The X-119, pilet Ls(jg) Anderson, ssarshed for gml
P47's in the visinify of the mouth of the Celundia River; results nsgative.

31 January 1544 « The =83, piles Ls{jg) Frey, sighted ma oll gliek
-8 miles, 2407 %ruo from Tillameck Light. A magaetis search mms madey
results negativea, The airghips of this commaxd Fisw s tetal of B38.4 bours
and 35,141 miles during the ponth of Janvery 1944, There were o total of
137 Mights as followns B eoceord, 76 patrel, 2 patrel-utility, 2 pearch,
39 trainiag, and J dest. There weore 130 ghallemges of morchant vosaels
during the menth, Thore were four nem-cperational days during the month,

7T Podrary 1944 « I-79, pllot Bns, lee, was notified by an AK of en 111
getman aboard her, Iho alrship tranmitted this information o EAS, Tomgue
Folxt., The airship stood by wn¥il a seaplane dispatohed by HAS, Tonpue Point,
renoved the ill man frem the merchantman,

14 Pebruary 1944 « The X-8), pilet Ena, Davis, sighted a duoy adrifs, —
The Coast Guard was no¥ified of its position. '

29 Folyusry 1944 » Comdr, 2. J. Bulliven in the K~33 acoampanied by
Lie.Cemdr, W, R. Pooler amd Lisub, A. 3. Armold, attended scomissioning
goremonies st MAAT Quillayute, Weshingion, Comdr, Sullivan made ome of the
giineizal addresses. (300 photo 28 iz 3QUMIS). Thers wers 136 f1ights
during ths menth of February 1944 as follows: 10 escors, #1 patrol,

39 twraining, and 1 test, Total flight hours were 1151.8 smd total milss
fiswm wore 68,413, A total of 165 challenges of merelant vessels wors mado
during the memths Thore was oo aoa-gperaticnal day during the momth.

10 ¥aroh 1944 = The E-103; pilet Lt(Jz) levin, and the X-&l, piles
Enss Zdrale, ia sonjunetion with the 88 Y72, doveloped sound and magnetie
sonaste abouy 10 miles west of the mmirsnee % Willapa Bay, Coommicatiom
with Alr Oomtrol, Fortlnesteorn Sea Frootier, cenfimmed the oonmeluaieom thatd
the eomtmasts wore probably ssused by the presense of s sunken 4anker,

i
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13 March 1944 = Coast Guard surface eraft wers direoted to two bodias
Irom a eraahed alremit of W50 by the X-103, pilot L%, Engel, ebous 12
miles mest of the mouth of the CLolwibia River.

& I"":!l-
7 14 March 1944 = L3.Comdr, Williem R, Feeler, USN, resd his orders as
-~ Commanding Cfficer of the squadron, relisvinz Commander Bmat: J. Bullivan,
USH, who had been its Commanding Officor sinse the tins of ccumisaioning,
(8ee photos 28 through 28 in SQUEIS),

Sl Mareh 1944 = Thare were 179 flights during the month of Yarch 1944,
The total flilght hours were 1502,1; total miles flown were 59,084, The
flighta were as follows: 15 escort, 104 patrol, 3 patroleutility, 1 assarsh,
1l search=patrol, § test, and 45 treining, Thore were 178 ehallenpges of
merohant vessels during the month. Thers wore two non-coerational days during
$hs month,

14 April 1944 = Airships X~20 and I=-87 arrived from ioffett Pield,
bringing to eight the number of airazhips operating 4n ¢his commard, {Baee
photo 29 in SQUHIS).

15 April 1944 = Operations wore atarted from expediticmary dases at
BA3 North Bend, Orsgon snd HAAS Quillayute, Waghingion, Coe airship and
two u?w wera based o% sach of thess stations, (3ee photos ¥0 and 31 im
8QUAIs), . SR, gem, T, St

33 April 1944 = The T-103, pilot 18(Jjg) York, escortsd the B3 MISIISSIPPI
fyom s point 250 miles dne west of Tillamook %o 47° 48¢ North., The duratisa
of this mission was 23,7 hours; 1017 miles were flowm, -

v

48 April 1944 - The X-79, Pilot Lt. Caine, assisted the AX MAYTM QORXI -
in picking up three men in 1ife rafts from downed aireraft 50 milesa due
west of Cape Alva. (80e¢ photos 32 and 33 in S8QUHIS),

S0 April 1944 = The E-79, pilot Li{Jjg) Buhr, diresoted a scarching
party % = orashed BCAF Ventura ia the viminisy of Cowichan lake, Vencouvsr
Ialand, B.C. During the month ef April 1944, the airships of this cowmanrd
flow a total of 1843,.9 hours for a total distance of 84,280 miles, Thare
wore 213 flights as follows: 15 escort, 130 patrol, 1 searsch, 84 training,
1 utllity, and 2 test, The squadron had ome non-operatiomal day during the

month,

1l ¥ay 1944 = Five airships of this commerd provided soniinuous eover=
ags for the BB's WASHINGTON, MARYIAND, and GOLORADO from 90 miles gsouthmwsd
L of the Dtraits of Juan do Fues to the 42nd parallel, (Bes photo 34 inm SQUHIS).
. ¥

-———--*“"'FH'-ET May 1944 - The X~-37, pilot Li(jg) Rishardson, losuted the body of a
fizherman whose boat bad sspsized near the entrance %o Mllamook Zay. Conss
Guard surfase oraft wers dirested %o the body by the airship, (See photea 35
and 36 in 3QUEIS),

31 Hay 1944 = The X-83, pilet L3(jg) Priest, after having oompleted sm
®3007% of the UVE MAXIN IBLAND %o the 3traits of Juan de Fusa, was unable
® land at i%s origimal destination, NAAS Quillayute, dus %o poor vialbility.
Af%er a 20 hour fiight in whieh strong hsedwinds were snmoountorsd, the sir-
8:21ip was safely dockad at JAS 31llsmag




31 May 1944 = During the month of May 1944, the sirships of this scme
mand flew a total of 1823.2 hours for a total of 73,053 ailes, Therv were
a total of 234 flights as follows: 20 esoort, 157 patrol, 10 patrol-u¥iligy,
39 training, 7 test, 1 miscellanecus. IThere wers no mon-operational days
during ths moanth.

2 June 1344 = Captain Charles 5. Zerrick, USH{Ret), Comzander Eorihe
western Beotor, Western Sea Proutier, visited the squadron and mads a
tralning flight with the Cammancing COfficer in the =79,

3 June 1844 = Alrship K-35l was delivered to HAS Loffett I'isld, Califormia
for nltimate operations with Blimp Squadron 31 based at HAS Senta Ana,
hufﬂmhi

~ B June 1944 = Airship X-20 departed on the first leg of a ferry flight
$o HAS Hitchoook, Texas for tranafer to Fleet Airships, Atlantio, While
sonducoting ssarch operations for possible survivors of a crashed RCAF plane
ocn Yancouver Island, airship X-83 orashed in mountal nous cowntry apprexi-
mtly 15 air miles southwest of Hanaimo, B.C. Fo injuries % perscansl
were sustained., The euvelope sustained major damage; little damagze was

mhmmmm.{mmmnﬂwmnmaﬁm).

8 Juns 1944 = In confunotion with units of Flaes Alr Esatile, airzhips
X~119, X=103, snd X=79 partieipated in treining exsreizes with the ¢VE
VIDEAY BAY., WO sguedrons condusted simulated attiacks on the CVE., e
lirthip-pmidndmuprwmnwmrmﬁ.BmhufMlsm
hthllhdplﬂllﬂ.lﬂnﬁ!dllﬂr-mﬂmmﬁrh- _ -

17 June 1944 = Rear Admiral C. E. Rosendahl, UBH, Chief of Naval Airship
Training and Experimentation, Captain H. N, Coulter, UBN, Commander Flses
Airahips, Pacifis, and Commander Jobn Shaunon, USH, 8pecial Assistant (L3A),
Bureau of Aercnauties, made an infomal inspection of the squadron., (See
photo 40 in BQUEIS),

30, 21, 22, 23 June 1944 = On the report of a visual sighting of an
unidentified sulmarine by an 8BD based at HAAS North Bend, Oregon, airships
of this ccamand were dispatoched %o the scens of the reported sighting.
Extensive visual and magnetic searoh was nade in the vicinity of JAN EX 08853
rssultas negative, Alrships of this command conducted a search and hold-
domn for a period of 65 sonsesutive hours.

22 Jure 1544 = ¥Mr. C. 1. Anderson of the Raszhington Btate Departmend

of Fiaheriss accampanisd Lit., Caine in the K=-119 for the purpese of dstemining
an affeetive precedurs for {ish spotting and reporting.

@b June 1544 = Airship I=71 searshed for the body of a drowned swizmsr
in the vieinity of fillsmock; results negative,

26 Jume 1944 = Airships X-105 and K=119 partisipated in a search for
the pilot of a eraghed plane out of NAB Astoria, Oregomj resulta megative.

DECLASSIFIED




2¢ June 19044 o While & mooring mrst was baeing manouvered at RAAS,
Quillayute, Washington, Ensign Epuest Y. Babb, USHR, f3ll from the Srastor
platform ard cow of the whesla ol ths masy passad pver o portien of his
boady. Painful bud not serious sbrasions and Jacerations wers received by

+ Eneoixn Babbe

30 J~me 1044 = During the mcnth of June 1644, sirsbips of dhis scamand
flov a Potal of 1747/1 howrs for a distanse of 63,39) milss, Zhere wers a
total of £03 flights »o followa, 31 esoort, 124 patrol, 1 paSrolentility,
8 searet:, 31 Sreining, 8 tesd, 1 utility, anc: § nlsoellanecuss 165 mer-
oband vorsels were elwllenged durlng the monu.. here were oo sor-gperaticmal
dsye Guring the momth,

4 July 1044 » The E=ll5, pllot Lt. Culnos, purticipsted in a war dond
"drive®, flying ower Salem, Portland, Eillsbero, suc otlar Orsgon eities,
™he X=Tl, pilot bos, lmokey, Was ubdoaked and bvomue alrbosue 1l ninutes
afver reseiving notics of mn alirplane erasl al sea,.

14 July 1044 = As 0 pary af a Comfairésestle Cperuticon Ireiving Order,
cue of tlw eirships of vhis ccgmend was schedulod to mals a Janding em the
OVE BOUVGAINVILIE, Ito exwscles mas cancelled dus & wusther.

17 July 1idd « The 105 eud tie X-TH provided daylight covernge Srem
dhe Shrmite of Jun 4o Fuga 0 Ghe 48nd parallael for Task Croup 13,8 ommw
Sisting of BB'g GHOT VIRIINIA axd MISSISSIFPI and DDY'p 368, 587, BOR, and
847, UVxils om an opervtiomal trelning MNight, the -7, 5ilot LY.Candr, Toda,
received & nessage to Seeroh for a plane orashed ten ndlaw south of tha —
mouth of the Tclunmbis Eiver. A ssersh was ecnducted for a paried of cze hows
in oonfumotion widh o orsal bost, 3t the expirstion of whick tine e eive
ahip was ordored o peturn $o base) results negalive,

21 July 1546 = Baar Almirsl Balph VWoed, U, Ccouamdisr Floed Alr
Seavtle, visited the squadrou. (Fec photo 41 in 8(WTIS), |

85 July 1944 = The E=72, pilot Lt{4) Zizmel, stood by for peacus
gperatsions while whe planes of Ve3T mads Pprmaciice runs o the CL RALZIGH,

38 July 1994 ~ O ©w yeport of a visual aighting of an wnidentified
sutmarine Yy o Bussian AX, the X=119, pilot Li(jp) Marriage, wes s=mt to an
arss apyroximately 20U niles fue weegt of the moutd: of te Colmbia River,
An axtenslive search was canductad for four hours, rosulta nagative.

3 July 1964 = During the month of July 15944, airahips of this sommend
Now a votal of 1583.4 hours ZTor 3 total distende of 80,444 niles. Thare
vere 161 £lights a2 followas 40 eacort, 63 patrol, 8§ patrel-nuidility, 1 scareh,
i sseredegairol, 6 traiaing, § utiligy, and 4 Sest. There wore o Dooe
¢peraticanl days during the amib,
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SQUADION LIARY FISTONY = AIRS. 10 S5 ADEYN TiHiIPTY=TVAEZ = FUR AUVNVET 1544

4 Aupust 1lu44 = As a part of CamlfalrSeatile Irnining Drder Jedd, su air-
8! ip of this coumand wes scheduled %o land on the CVD MUNDA., The tralming
exercise was oancollad, [lowover, tiree alrs ips provided soveragze for the
¥Uklhe The ecoemending officer of the carrier ordered Ensign Dallev, the
pilot of the K=113, t0 land on the carrier. The landing was sccomplished
without incident and 8 mesoayzs was handed to the K-119 for formmrding on
resching its bese. (Bse photo 41& in BQUTIE),

8 Aupust 1944 =« At 0201 T w! 1le ertering Tlllamook Bay under ocnditions
of rediced visibility, the K-119 etruck the water in the shosl area of the
bvuy, rosulting in the shearing ofl fo tle lower forward portion of the car,
On atrikcinz the wmter both enpines wers out and due to the loss of thres
bonbs on impact, the airship froe ballocned %o 1200 feet. The port songine
was then ztarted and the airship returmnsd %o bmse without further incident,
{See photos 42 through &4 in BQUYIS).

12 August 1944 = The E=]115, alter having recelved temporary remirs,
was flown 4o FAS Moffett Fleold for completion of ropalr work

14 August 1944 « The X=108; pllot L3(Jg) Chrialer, smde & f1ight from
the expeditionary dass at MAAS Quillsyute to HAS Tillamook on one engine,
tho exhaust stask of the other engine having burned out.

The X=-71, pilot L3(Jz) Riorardsof, whila on routine padrol was ordersd
to search for a ocspsised fishiny doai off Necata HMead. The vessel was
sighted befors the arrival of the K«71,

18 MAupust 1544 = The K=287 azd the E«7]1 provided econtimious coverags for
Taak Tnit 12.7.1, consisting of the BR MEN MUXICO, €V YORIZZEN, snd DL's
L7, PARHACU?, and ALEYR, from s polnt 380 milea § of Cape Flatbery into
the 3srilits of Juan de Puca,

17 Aupua%t 1944 = Cn receivin & roport that an RCAF Beschoreft had
srashed about 20 milea M of Crays Farbor, the ¥-T1 wma sent to this vicimity
ard aonducted an sxtonsive searcl in a 300 squars mile area, The orasled
plane wmas subseguenily discoversd in enother arese.

18 fugust 1944 = The X=79 ocnducted 3 search in oonjunotieon with two
cosat puard bosts for o swirmer in the vioinity cf Twin Rocks. Resulta

ﬂigﬂﬂ“'

19 Auguss 1544 = The X=37 and the =70 provided soverage for Task Dnis
12/7/2, scnsisting of BB COLORARC and DD's STBRIET? and WILSOH, froa s poins
320 miles 8% of Cape Flattery ila%o %the SSralts of Juan de Puoa.

The Y=71 ccnduotod a search for tha bod; of a n‘mr ten: miles weat of
Tillamocck Rock, Results nepative.
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30 August 1944 = Vhile on padtrol the K=71 wes orderad to assaroy for

twd men in 2 dory from an army crash boat. 7The dory wss slghted befores the
arrival of the alrship.

31 August 1944 = During the mont: of August 1944, sirships of this som-
mand flew a total of 1241.5 hours for a totsl distance of 32,008 miles,

There wers 134 flights as follows: 24 escorts, 1 escort patrol, TO patrol,

2 pearch, 1 searal patrol, 27 training, 1 utility, 4 test, and 4 niocellanecus.
There wers no non=gperational days during the montl,

[l ]
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SWUADEDL DIARY EISTORY = AIRSZIP SGUADRIN TrXIRTY TIHEZ - FJR SEPTE.BER 1944,

Air-sea-lanc rescue exarcises were conducted as follows by this command,
enploying gear consisting basically of & winch and a modified Mark IV life
raft. (See photos 45 through 49 in SQUIIS).

1l September 1344 = The K=-79, pilot Lt. Comdr. Peeler, retrieved 200 lbs,.
ballast from the mat.

12 September 1944 = The K-79, pilot Lt. Comdr. Peeler, retrieved a man from
the mat.

13 September 1944 - The K~73, pilot Lt. Comdr. Peeler, picked up e man adrift
at sea in e life raft. On a later run on the same day the EK=79 retrieved a man
swimming at sea,

14 September 1344 = The K=T78, pilot Lt. Comdr. Peeler, retrieved a man from
a small field.

B Septamb&r 1944 - The K=-87, pilot Lt(jg) Suhr, during a period of approxi-
mately 3% hours, took for short flights 61 of the peraunnﬂl based at H;L.h;ﬂ.,

T —

Quillayute, Washington. = - = 2

18 September 1944 - The K-103, pilot Lt(Jjg) Chrisler, was ordered to search

for a fisherman's body in the viecinity of Cape Foulweather, results wurﬂ'nugﬂti?a.
F

19 September 1944 - The EK=119, having received repairs at NAS Moffett Field,
returned to this squadron and resumed operations.

22 September 1944 - The K-71, pilot Lt(jg) Chrisler, while on an operational
rainin: flight, wmas ordered to conduct a search for a crashed plane in the vici-
nity of the Nehalem river. After a search for an hour, the K-71 was ordered to
return to base on receipt of informetion that the report of the loss of the

rlane was erroneous.
Salvaze of the K-83 was completed during the month by the removal of the

car from ths scene of the crash in the vieinity of Nenmimo, B.C., and its water
transit to HAS, Moffett Field. (See photos 50 through 54 in SQUHIS),
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23 October ~ 1944 = Memorial services for the officers and men killed in the
crash mentioned under entry of 17 October wers held in Hangar 93B%,

At persocnnel inspection or this date, the Commanding Officer commaended Lt,
Lawrence B, Caine, A-V(C),USNE,for being the first to volunteer to be "rescued"”
by the use of the aireges~land rescue gear developed by this squadron.

25 October = 1644 = A flight of 28 hours,7 minutes, the longest in the history of
this squedron, was complated on this date by the E~103 ,pilot Gustafson, The E-107%
hed started a routine patrol at 0700 on 24 october, a heavy fog reduced visidility
to gzero in the vicinity of NAS M™Mllamock, making it impos2ible for the airship
to land until 1106 on 25 Bctober.

27 October = 1644 = The E-119 made ar overland flight to Portland, Oresgon to
participate in Bavy Day ceremonies conducted there.

28 October = 19ilie Operations wers suspended at NAAS North Bend, Oregon,
which had been nsed as an auxiliary base, due to axpected weather conditions.

16 Qctober 1944 - Admirel Charles I. Foserdeahl, USH, Chief of Nevel Airship
treining and Experimentstion, end Captain F. M. Coulter, USH, Commander Fleet
Airships, Pacific, visited the squadron.

Ny
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SQUADRON DIARY EISTORY = AIESHIF SQUADRON TEIRTY THREE - FOR NOVEMEER 1944,

.1 and 2 Hovember 1944 = Cn receipt of informsticn from Commander RNorthwestern
Sector, Western Sea Frontier of the possible presence of an enemy submarine in
coastal waters patrolled by this ocommand, airships of this squadron conduoted an
exhaustive search, extsnding as far as 250 miles sesaward, while on patrol,

6 November 1944 - While engaged in patrol the K-87 sighted what appearsd to
be & capsized LCM thirty-one miles off Hecata Head. Alr Plot Astoria was immedi-
ately notified., The airship atood by for two end ome half hours until ordered to

return to base,

9 Hovember 1944 = The K-T71 waaz sent to a point three miles west of Cape
Arago to assist in rescue cperations for a downed plane, results were negative.

13 November 1944 - The E-119 oconductsd @ search for the body of the pilot
los+t in the erash mentioned under entry of 9 Hovember on receipt of a report that
shore lookouts had seen a body in the surf, results were negative.

15 Hovember 1544 = The EK-103 oonducted a zearch for a downed RCAF FBY north
of Grays Harbor., Results were negative. The K-119 took photographs of HAAS Shel-
ton in preparaticn for the use of that station as a base from whioh to eocnduet
radar ealibration teats. - : '

21 Hovember 1944 = The E=103 assiated Coust Guard surface eraft in a search
for a fishermsn washed overbcard in Grays Harbor. Results were negative.

94 Wovember 1944 - The K-119 was ferried to NAS Moffett Fleld, California
for major overhaul.

27 November 1344 = The X=79 returned for opersticns with this squadron after
major overhaul at HAS M ffett Field, California, The X-87 was ordered to and did
sink an overturmed 1life boat which waa a hazerd to navigation.

30 November 1944 = The X-71 departed for NAAS Shelton, Washington to be
usad as 8 temporary base for radar oalibration flights to be made im the vioinity

of Puget Sound Navy Yard.

DECLASSIFIED,
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EHCLOSURE (A)

SWUADROI! DIARY HISTORY - BLIXP SQUADRON THIRTY TTREE

24 January 1945 = The K-119, temporarily bassed at N.A.A.S., Shelton, con-
ducted Tadar calibraticn tests of search and gunnery installations for USS
TERI'ESSEE (5B 43), and exercises with Fleet Radar School, Puget Scund Havy
Yoard. The E=79 made a special flight with a representative of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation to search for fragments of a Japanese paper balloon
in the wicinity of Netarts Bay, results were negative.

25 Jenuary 1945 = The E-119, temp=sarily besed at N.A.A.5., Shelton, con-
ducted radsr calibration tests of searth and gunnery installations for USS
SAMNGANON (CVE 26), and exercises with Fleet Redar School, Puget Sound Havy

Yﬂrd .

26 January 1545 = The E-119, temporarily based at NeldoAoSs, Shelton, con-
ducted rader calibration tests of search and gunnery installations for USS
SANCAMON (CVE 26), and exercises with Fleet Redar School, Puget Sound Navy
Yard.

27 January 1945 = The E=79 conducted e training flight to test and indoc-
trinate personnel in the use of instrument landing control unit, The K-87,
while on a patrol flight, was requested by SS M. H. WHITTIER to transmit a
message on landing to Tidewater Associated Qil Co., Portland, Oregon, to
have certain sums of money available to the SS M. H. WHITTIER on her arrival
in port. The request was ocmplied with. The E-118 conducted exercises with

Fleet Radar School, Puget Sound Navy *Yard.

29 January 1945 - Two training flights with different crews were made
by the E-7$ to test and indoctrinate personnel in the use of instrument

landing control unit,.

30 January 1945 - Two training flights with different crews were made
bty the E=79 to test and indoctrinate personnel in the use of instrument

landing control unit.

31 January 1945 = The K-107 and K=-105, temporarily based at NeloheF o,
Eureka, were docked in Hangar B, after a flight from Eureks to #AS Tillamock.
The flizht was necessitated by reason of high winds on the field at HehoAoFo,
Zureka. Strong southerly winds made a flight to their home base, NAS Moffeit

Feld, not feasibla.
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ENCLOSURE (A)

SQUADRON DIARY HISTORY -~ BLINP SQUADRON TEIEIY-THREL

1 February 1945 - While providing coverage for USS SUWANNEE (CVE 27),
The E=119 received a blinker message for retransmission. K=8T7 oonducted
radar calibration for USS FEANELIN (CVE 13) in vicinity of Puget Sound Navy
Yard.

2 February 1945 = The E=-37, E-79 and E=71 oonducted an intsnsive search
covering an ares from the coast to appreximately ten miles seswnrd from the
Straits of Juan de Fuea to the 42nd parallel for a oreshed FBY. Results
were negzative. K=-87 conduoted operations with radar laboratory, Puget Sound

Havy Yard.

S February 1545 - K-79 conducted sesarch for orashed PEY from Tillamock
to Heceta Head. Results were negative. EK=387 conducted operations with
radar laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

4 February 1546 = X=87 eonducted search for orashed PEY in wvielnity
of Eeceta Head. Results wers negative.

8 February 1945 = The K=79 returning from an escort of U3S JERAULD
(APA 178) was foroced to land at NAAS Quillayute due to high winda., X-119
ecnduotad operaticns with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Favy Yard,

7.Pebruary 1945 = Airships of this ocamand were grounded dune to the
most severe gale recorded in this area for thirty-four years. Gusts reached
70 knots in operating arsas. ;

8 February 1945 = K=79 arrived at NAS Tillamook, having successfully
ridden out the severe storm menticned umder emtry of T February on the
field at HAAS Quillayute. Gusts in excess of 50 knota were recorded en the

air speed indicator during the riding out.

14 February 19456 = E-103 arrived from NAS Moffett Field after major
overhaul. E-79 e¢onducted operaticns with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Havy
Yard. EK-l1C3 conduoted a search in the vicinity of Long Beach, Washingten
for possible survivors of the capslsed fishing vessel, Republlio. BResults

wore negative.

15 February 1945 - K-119 eocnducted a search for a mine reported by a
Russian merchant ship in the viecinity of 47° 30' North, 129° 15' West. Re-
sultas were negative. While on the seareh mission the X-119 sighted a cork
1ife raft at JPAC 354253, Report of the sighting was made to Alr Flot,
Astoria. K-71 while on patrol sighted an empty life raft at JPAD 021242.
The sighting was reported to Air Plot, Astoria, E-79 comducted operations
with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Nawvy Yard.

16 February 1945 - EK-103 while cm patrol sighted an empty 1ife raft
8 miles west of Destruotion Island. Report of the sighting was made to Alr
Plot, Astoria.
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SQUADRON DIARY HISTORY = BLIMP SQUADRON THIRTY-THREE

18 February 1545 = EK=79 made a training flight %o tost and indoctrin-
afo perscmnel in the use of instrument landing control wmite

19 Pebruary 1945 = EK=79 made a training flight to test and indoetrinate
perscnnel in the use of inatrument landing ocontrol umit.

20 February 1945 - Rear Admiral Charles E., Rosendahl, USN, Chief of Naval
Airship Training and Experimentation, visited this squadron. (See photo 56 in
SQUEIS ), Two training flights with different crews wers made by the K-75 to
test and indoctrinate personnel in the use of instrument landing ocontrol umit.

21 Pebruary 1945 - Air Control, Horthwesterm Sector passed information
to this cocomand that the Coast Guard lookout at Cape Sebastlan reported
hearing a shot presumably from small ams, and shortly thersafter heard
noises like submarine motors which lasted for fifteen minutes. In accordance
with Air Control's request, the K-87 was sent to this area and conducted an

intensive visual and magnetioc search, Results wers negative.

22 February 1946 « K=T1 relieved the X-87 and conducted a sulmarine
gsearch between the 42nd and 43rd parallels approximately 25 miles off Cape
Sebastian. Resulis were negative., K=739 conducted a night search in eomn=-
junotion with the Coast Guard vessel SEAWNEE off Cape Sebastlian for an enemy

submarins, Results were negative,

23 February 1945 = K=71 conduoted a night search of the Cape Sebastian
area for enemy submarines. Resulis were negative. EK=37 at request of USS
COLBERT (APA 145) relayed her position to Commander Northwestern Sector,

Western Sea Frontler on landing.

24 February 1945 - E-87 conducted radar calibration for USS SHIELDS
(DD 596) and also ccnducted operations with radar laboratery, Puget Sound
Navy Yard., X-37 conducted a night search of the Cape Sebastian area for

snemy submarines. Resulis were negative.

25 Pebruary 1545 - E-37 ocnduoted a night search of the Cape Sebastian
area for ememy submarines, Results were nogative.

28 February 1945 = X-T1 econduoted a night search of the Cape Sebastian
area for ensmy submarines. Resulis were negative.

27 Fabruary 1945 « Z-79 conducted operations with radar laboratory,
Pupet Scumd Navy Yard. X=119 eonducted a night search of the Cape Sebastian
area for enemy sutmarines. Reaulis wers negative.

28 February 1945 - X=79 ccnducted operations with radar laboratory,
Puget Sownd Navy Yard., K-119 teck off on a night ssarch of the Cape Sebas-

tian area for enemy sublmarines.
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SQUADRON DIARY HISTORY - BLIIP SQUADRON THIRTY-THREE

L]

1l March 1945 - K-113 completed a night search of the Cape Sebastian
srea for enemy submarines, results wsre negative. K-119 took off on a night
gearch of the Cape Sebastian area for enemy submarines. The search was com-
pleted 2 March 1945. Results were negetive. K=87 was requested by JOC,
Seattle to locate LST 853 and relay her position. This mission was accom~

plished.

2 March 1945 = K=119 conducted & might search of the Cape Sebastlan
area for enemy submarines. Results were negative.

%2 March 1945 = K=87 conducted search for mine in vicinity of 439 30' N.,
127° 23' W. Results were negative.

4 March 1945 = E=37 conducted search for mine in conjunction with patrol
of Xray 5. Results were negative. K-79 conducted search for mine in con-
junction with patrol of Xray 6. Resulis were negative. K-87 search Cape

Blanco area on report of emergency IFF signal. Results were negative.

§ Maroh 1945 - E=-3T conducted search for mine in conjunotion with patrol
of Xray 5. Results were negative. K-103 conducted search for mine in ocom--

junction with patrol of Xray 6. Results were negative.

6 March 19456 = EK=103 conducted search for mine in conjumction with
patrol of Xray 6. Results were negatlve., E-87 conducted operations with
radar laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

7 March 1945 - X=37 conducted search for mine in conjumction with patrol
of Xray 6. Results were negative. K-103 conducted search for mine in con-
junction with patrol of Xray 5. Results were negative. K-87 conducted oper-
ations with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

8 March 1945 = E=-103 conducted search for mine in conjunction with pa-
trol of Xray 6. Results were negative. ¥-119 conducted search for mine in
conjunetion with patrol of Xray 5. Results were negative. X=37 conducted
operations with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Nevy Yard.

10 March 1945 = X=87 conducted radar calibration for USS ALABAMA (BBSO)

and also operations with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard. On flight
from NAS Tillamook to Puget Sound Nevy Yard two life rafis were asighted in
vicinity of mouth of Willapa Bay. Air Plot, 3storia was notified.

11 March 1945 = E=119 arnd E=71 canducted search for YF 523 in vicinity
of 46° 08! ¥,, 126° 35' W. Results were negative.

12 March 1945 = X=37 was ordered to search for TF 923 in wvieinity of

JPAD 0016, YF 923 was subssquently located by a PBM 38 miles west of Grays
Harbor. K-103 and EK=119 stood by YF 923 until relieved by a Coast Guard

vagael,
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SQUADRON DIARY HISTORY - BLIMP SQUADRON THIRTY-TEREE

13. March 1945 - E-87 conducted radar calibration for USS ALABAMA (BB60O)
in vieinity of Puget Sound Navy Yard.

15 March 1945 -« On this date a directive was received from Commander
Northwestern Sectsr to discontinus anti-submerine patrols. Accordingly, the
funetion of this command will be to provide coverage for escort missions, to
conduct searches pursuant to intelligence received and to conduct utility
flights such as radar calibration, eir see rescue, and weather cbservaticn,.
K=103 located tug VALLEY FORGE and tow and transmittied position to Alr Plot,
Astorie. EK=119 conducted operations with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Nevy
Yard, .

16 March 1945 = E=119 conducted radar calibration for USS ALABAMA (B3E0)
and also operations with readar laboratory, ruget Sounc Navy Yard.

18 March 1945 = K=103, while makxing approach to base on return from
flight, crashed into Tillamock Bay. No injuries to personnel were sustained.
Major damage was received by the eirship. Cause of the accident was attri-
buted to 90% personnel, 10% weather.

20 March 1945 - K=T9 and K=87 were ordered to search for a YMS between
Tillamook and Yaquina Head. The search was discontinued when the YMS was
subsequently discovered in the Straits of Juan de Fuca. EK-119 conducted
operations with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

2] Merch 1945 = K=79 conducted search for YR 71 which was located and
position transmitted to Air Plot, Astoria. K=-1139 conducted operations with
radar laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

22 March 1945 = K=87 conducted search for and loecated SS SEGUIN and
YR 71. Air Plot, Astoria and Coast Guard were notified. E=71 conducted
search for and located YR 70 which had broken loose from S5 SEGUIN. The
Coast Cuard was notified and the airship stood by until relieved by ATR 24.

23 March 1945 = K=119 conducted calibration for USS MONTEREY (CVL 26)
and operations with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

24 March 1945 - EK=-87, while cn an air sea rescue patrol, was requested
by 3 LCS's to give them their position. This request was compllied with.

26 March 1945 - X=119 conducted radar calibration for USS MASHVILLE (CL43).

27 March 1945 = Rear Admiral J. J. Ballentine, USN, Commander, Fleet
ir Seattle, visited the sgquadrom.

23 March 1945 = X=119 cconducted operations with radar laboratory, Puget
Sound Navy Yard. '

DECLASSIFIED
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SQUADRCN DIARY FISTORY - BLIMP SQUADRON THIRTY-TEREE

29 March 1945 = EK-87 conducted operations with radar laboratory, Puget
Sound Nevy Yard. EK=119 conducted flight to photograph and observe torpedo
firing, Navy Torpedo Range, Keyport, Washington.

31 March 1945 = EK-119 conducted operations with radar laboratory, Puget
Sound Navy Yard.

Due to weather there were two non-operational days during the month.
Weather data recorded at NAS Tillamook indicated that in the month of March
there were 29 days with precipitation. Total precipitation was 1l.4 inches.
Wind in gusts up to 48 lmots was recorded.
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SQUADRON DIARY EISTORY = BLIIP SQUADPON THIRTY-TEREE

. 2 April 1945 - E=87 sighted a floating mine four miles off the entrancs
to Gravs Farbor, Washington. Air Control, Northwestern Sector, Western Sea
Frontier wes notified and the K-87 was directed to obtain photographs and to
gtendby pending the arrival of surface craft, Coast Guard surface craft
arrived but were. unable to detonate the mine. The K-87 then attempted to
explode the mine, firing approximately 250 rounds of .50 calibre. At least
one direct hit was scored but detcnation did not occur. The E=119 relieved
the E-87 and after firing about 50 rounds of .50 calibre wms successful in
exploding the mine. The mine was subsequently identified by the Kine Dis-
posal Officer, 13th Naval District as being & Japanese Type 93 kodel 1 minse.
By Cortnander Fleet Airship Wing 3 speed letter received this date the K=103
was trensferred from this command to Commander Fleet Airship Tiing 3 as of
18 hiarch 1945,

3 April 1545 = On the report of civilians sighting a submarine off the
mouth of the Salmon River, Oregon, Alr Control, Northwestern Sector, Western
Sea Frontier directed this command to condust & search, The E=87 and E=-T1
searched the area. Results were negative. E~119 conducted operaticns with
redar laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

b April 1945 = E~37 and K-87 conducted a search for mine in wvicinity of
JFEX 0589. Results were negative. K=119 conducted radar calibration for
USS LAMSON (DD 367) in vicinity of Puget Sound Navy Yard.

6 April 1945 - K-113 conducted radar calibration for USS HARADEN (DD 5&5)
in vieinity of Puget Sound Navy Yard. K=-87 conducted operations with radar
laboretory, Puget Sound Nevy Yard.

7 £pril 1945 - EK=-119 conducted radar calibration for USS ROWMAYN (DD 782)
and 8lso operstions with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

S April 1945 = E=37 and K-87 conducted search for mine 40 miles west of
Yagquine Head. Results werse negative.

10 April 1945 = EK~37 conducted search for mine in viecinity of 44© 47' N.,
1252 00' W. Results were negetive. K~119 conducted operations with radar
laboratory, Puget Sound Kavy Yard.

11 April 1945 = E-37 conducted seerch for mine 15 miles due west of
Cepe Lookout. Results were negetive. K=-1l9 conducted operations with radar

laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

12 April 1945 - FE~T1l, while on an esir-sea rescue patrol, received &
message from the 5SS YAETHAHI for relay to the offices of the Matson Line in
Seattle, Washinrton regarding the arrival time for the ship. E-<119 conducted
radar ecalibration for USS CEARETTE (DD 58l1)., K=87 ccnducted operations with
radar lsboratory, Puget Sound Hevy Yard.
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13 April 1945 - K-87 conducted rader calibretion for USS SIBONEY (CVE 112).
%-71 conducted operations with radsr laboratory, Puget Sound Nevy Yard.

14 April 1845 - K=-119 conducted radar calibration for USS CONNER (DD 582).
K-37 conducted operations with rader laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

15 Aoril 1945 - K-11S conducted radar celibration for USS BURNS (DD 588).

16 April 1945 - K=37 searched aree in vicinity of JPAD 0631 on report of
receipt of IFF code 5 signal. Results were negzative. K-T9 conducted rader
calibration for USS BELL (DD 587).

17 April 1945 - K=79 conducted operatlons with radar leboratory, Puget
Sound liavy Yard.

18 April 1945 = This command, together with other units under the opera-
tional control of Commander Northwestern Sector, Western Sea Frontier, par=
ticipated in a communications drill. K=-37 conduoted operations with radar

laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

19 April 1945 - K=79 conducted radar calibration for USS TICONDEROGA
(cv 14).

20 April 1945 - K-79 conducted operstions with rudnrﬁlabnratury, Puget
Sound Nevy Yard. :

21 April 1945 = K-79 conducted operations with radar laboratory, Puget
Sowund Nevy Yard.

24 April 1945 - EK=-87 made two flights for the purpose of demonstrating
pir-see rescue gear to RCAF observers. An officer of this command wes suc-
cessfully "rescued” from Tillamook Bay during the demonstration. K=79 con=
ducted radar calibration for USS VELL: GULF (CVE 111). K-37 conducted
operaticns with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

25 April 1945 = E-7T1 conducted operations with rader laboratory, Puget
Sownd Navy Yard.

26 April 1945 - E-37 and K-79 conducted radar calibration for USS
TENHESSEE (BB 43). K-71 conducted operations with radar laboratory, Puget
Sound Navy Yard.

28 April 1945 = K-l11° gighted an empty life raft & miles MW of Destruc-
tion Tslend. Air Plot, Astoria was notified. K=87 participated in exercises
with the Canadian War Loan Drive. K-79 conducted operations with radar
latoratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

Thers were no non-operations days during the month. Weather data re-
corded a+ NAS Tillamook indicated that in the month of April there wers 25
days with precipitation. Total precipitation was 6.37 inches. Wind in

. gusts up to 35 knots was recorded. r;)
k
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1 Yay 1945 - X-79 canducted operstions with radar laboratory, Puget

Sound vy Yerd. UNCLASSIFIED

2 Llay 1945 = F=79 conducted operations with radar laboratory, Puget
sound Kevy Yard. K-119 sighted buoy adrift 10 miles MW of Destruction Is-
lend. Air Plot, Astoris was notified. F-119 stood by until arrival of
surface craft.

3 Liay 1345 - E=-75 conducted operations with radar leboratory, Puget
Sound Nevy Yerd.

4 Hay 1945 - K-79 conducted operations with radar leboratory, Puget
Souné Navy Yard.

Mgy 1245 « K=79 conducted operstions with rader laboratory, Puget
soumd lHavy Yard.

§ May 1945 - K-ET nunduntad operations with rader laboratory, Puget
Sound Navy Yard. |

9 May 1945 - E-37 conducted operations with radar laboratory, Puget
Sound Navy Yard.

10 May 1945 = X=37 conducted operstions with radar laboratory, Puget
Sound Hevy Yard. : 2

13 kiey 1545 = E=T1 end E=-119 cornductved search of coastal area from
Yaquine Heed to Cepe Blanco for lost BZ24. FEesults were negative.

14 Mey 1945 - ¥-37 conducted radar calibration for USS LEXINGTON {(CV 16),
¥-T1 conducted s flight over Seattle, VWashington in comnection with the open-
ing of the Tth War Bond Drive in accordance with Opliav speed letter Op=-34-Al
serial 041438 of 2 lay 1945,

15 Mey 1945 = K=37 conducted operations with radar laboratory, Puget
Sound Navy Yard.

16 May 1945 - By order of JOC, MorvesSec,WesSeaFron, en intensivs

. was conducted by the K~87 and the E=71 for a Germean submarine desiring
to sur rander of'f the Weshington Comst. Results of the search were negative,.
Later the radio message allezed to have been received from the Germen submar-
ine wes proven by JCC, NoriiesSec, WesSealron to te a hoax. K-37 vonducted

operations with radar lsboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

SEarth

17 May 1845 = E=37 conducted cperations witil radar laborstory, Puget
Sound Nevy Yard.

18 May 1945 = K-37 conducted radar celibretiod for USS SARATOGA (CV 3).
F=79 conducted operations with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Nevy Yard.

_UNCLASSIFIED
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1¢ Mey 1945 - F-37 conducted rader calibretion for USS LEXINGIOY (CV 18).
K¥=-87 comducted radar calibration for USS SARATIGA (CV 3). K-113 conducted
operations with rader leboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard and radar celikration
for USS LZXIHGTOH (CV 186).

20 Yey 194% - E=115 was ordered in [llight to proceed to the scene of a
P2¥ crash at 48° 15' N,., 1259 30' W., and obtained pictures oi enother P3Y
making rescue of pilot.,

21 Ley 1945 - K-T71 conducted rader calibretisn for USS GURFE (DD 783).

22 ipy 1945 = E=-37 conducted operations with radar lesboratoryv, Puget
Sound lievy Yard and photosrephed en area in vicinity of Aberdeen, Wiashington
in conjunction with a geologicel survey for the U.S. Army Engineers, Ft.
Lewis, Viashington. EK=87, while escorting the USS LEXIKGTON (CV 16), received
a message from them to be transmitted to NPG, Mare Island, Califormia.

23 May 1945 - K=-37 conduoted operations with redar laboratory, Puget
Sound Navy Yard.

24 May 1945 - E=37 conducted operations with redar laboratory, Puget
Sound Nevy Tard.

25 May 1945 = E-37 conducted radar calibration for USS SIBONEY fG?E 112).
K-79 conducted operations with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

28 Hay 1545 = K=37 conducted reder celibration for USS KULL GULF (CVE 1c2).
¥=71 conducted operetions with radar laboratory, Puget Sound Kavy Yard.

29 May 1945 - E=-37 conducted operations with rader laboratory, Puget
sound lawvy Yesrd.

30 lay 1945 = F=37 conducted radsr calibretion for USS SIBONEY (CVE 112).

31 May 1945 = I'=37 conducted operations ¥i<i: radar laboratory, Puget
Sound Navyy Yard.

Pursuant to Commender, Horthwestern Sector, Viestern Ses Frontier dismatch
052241 of liay 1345, sirshions of this commend conducted intensive day and
night enti-sutmerine patrols from 5 ley to 7 Ley inclusive, along shipping
lenes {rom the 4Znd to the 45th parallel, '

Instellation of AI/ASQ-2B (Mark 6 KAD) in the K-79 was completed on 14 lay.
Crews of this squadron have oconducted several flights since that date for
the purpose of indoctrinating personnel in the use of this geer.

There was one non-operationsl day during the month., Weather dats recorded
at LBAS Tillemook indicated that in the month of !ay-there were 21 days with
precipitation, Totasl precipitetion was 3.9 inches, Wind in gusts uwp to

38 knots wes recorded.
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2 June 134§ « K-87 oonduoied npuntim with rader laboradery, Pugss
* Sound Havy !‘lﬂ.

4 Jhme lm =37 m—a redar calibretion for UBS8 WASP (CY m. 18]
While ecnductimg aalibration on the UB3 WASP (CV 18), the CT268AFT m Socomm
installaticn was plaud in the blimp st the requsst of Pugst Scund Mavwy
Tard for lieut. . W. Orisler, from BuShips (ocode 918) %o eonduss spogial
hm in the developmeut of dirsctioml IFF oquirment im .:njtn‘hin ‘t

to Al/UPA=3 equipment on doard the UES WAS® (CV 18), ,

l!".'

B June 1445 « X=37 ocnduoted redar calibratian for UES WAS? (CV 1!}. y
¥Y=37 conducted opsrations with redar ladarstory, Puget Sowxd Mavy Yord,

6 Juns 1348 = XJ7 gondusted rader ealibration for UBS WANP (CV 13).
K=27 sandusbed ppereticns with redar lahoretory, Puget Sowsd Navy Ysrd,

fhlm Hfzdum}nﬂnzndihmt:;r;mmr(w 19)e -
1%, Farringten, Bufhiga (eode A28 the oomdonind
nmmmmuumﬁmu'&wmnnmuﬁtmzb(wm
Mfrmudwﬂmﬂthnﬂrhhnw mmiﬁ-m

..1
.-.-— ].

- lhm-wmmmmmum‘ ﬂ
WNWM{MM)- 1A. Earrington, BuShips (sods #38),

timed BX gupprecsion tests in eon 1muthnhrﬂnbuﬂ.nafhﬁ
WP (CV 18), E-27 oemiucted oparations with redar labowstory, Puget Soumgc
H‘I'rl'lrd.

'I:

10 June 1545 = E=27 took photopraphas ef trmaining exsreises sondusted
by V=76 and VC=80 with the USS WASP (CV 18). A msssage wmas recsived Yy
blinksr from the USE WASP (CV 18) in regard to the resul$s of the torpede
yuns to be relsyed to Fleeil Alr Seattle,

11 Ame 1545 o E=37 condusted mdar ulihrltiun for US3 BALRINIO BAY
(CVE 110).

12 June 1545 = X=119 comdusted operaticus with radar laborasory, Puged
ﬁ_ﬂ'l..‘.tﬂ. hvy Tard.

13 Ame 1945 - X-79 sonducted opsrations with radar ladoratory, Puget

Sowxd lavy Yard. MMnﬂiﬁkmrhrﬂﬂ,mmm
with the ¥ik Yar Loaa Driwe in focordance with ComForiiesSec dsspateh CS1946

of June 13543.

14 Ao 1945 ~ E=71 sondusted cperaiions with mder laborutory, Puget
Sound Havy Tard,

15 Ao 1M = Z-87 oonduoted operadticus with reday laberatory, Puged

.. UNCLASSIFIED
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16 Junes 1345 « =87 canducted operations with radar ladoratory, Puges
Bmmd Navy Tard, _

38 June 1m-n 1830 7, the E=37 returming from an escort mission,
sighted and reported the fishing veasel "HORTH CAFE" flying distress sigoals, -
18 miles Dearing 2832 from Tatoosh Island, This information was relayed %o “
Surface Contral via Air Control Scatile, and the Coast Guard surf boat [ - -
CG 34543 wms dispatohed from Neah Bay, Washington. The X-27 assisted the
purf boat to tho rendesvous, stood By until the tow line was made n:t at
8015, and then proceeded t ﬁllm-ul: |

39 June 1945 ~ X=71 ococnduoted operations with radar laboratory, Puget
Bound Mavy !"::nh

20 Jme 1945 « E«71 conducted opsreations with redar laboretory, Pugest

" Sound Navy Yaxd, K~85, while on a ferry flight from Moffett Fleld, Califormia,
received & blinker message from a tanker 20 miles soutiwest ef Cape Blaneo,
informing them of the presence of a Japansse free balloon at 40,000 feet.

This mesaage was relayed hy the X-87 to HAS, Tillamook. :

'.'_':-_:__- 21 Nme 1945 o Mwmuﬂmﬁﬁm.lrhhnhq;h;ﬂ
HMIH’HMMW:-H_‘!%MRMW,M
"Mhﬂ!ﬂh Tk 1____,._ g

23 June uu :-11 -mm ‘np-ntim with yedar hbnnh:r;r, Puged

26 June 1945 = =87 condusted ocperations with radar laboratory, Puget
uw.nd Navy Yard. 5~119 conducted radar ealibration for UBS BWANSON (DD 443).

¥

87 June 1345 = E~119 sonduoted operations with radar laborstory, Puget
Boungd h"'}" Tard.

28 June 1945 « Y=119 sonduotsd operations with madar lsboratory, Puget
Sound Ii‘? Yard.

25 e 1945 = T+119 sondusbed operaticns with radar laboratory, Puget

Souwid Navy Yard, E=29 eondusted -4 flight over Eugere, Oregoa in vommectiom
with the T7th War Loan Drive in aceordance with ComInCH despateh 291638 of

Juns 1048,

mmzm-l-ﬁmnmmmimmrummm{u 62).
X=35 and X=119 ecnduoted redar salilyusion for WSS MINMNRAPOLYIS (0A 36). X-37
sonducted operations with yadar labareatery, Puget Bound Mavy Yard.

-

UNCLASSIFIED
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LI SQUADRCHE 33 NISTORY
JULY 1348

PARY I - CHRCHOLOQY

i Ny - I-IT flight over Ngrth Emil.. Oregen in comneetion with Sﬂ‘ﬁ
War Loan Dyiwma .

2,3,4,8, July < Badar Calidration flights for USS MNEW JERSEY.

4 July - l-ll'i n!.;ﬂ“m Seattle, Washingion in eemneotion with Inh:pud'-
ense Day Clsldbraidom., = . |
E=88 flight over Salem, Cregom im eomnee$ion with Sevenih War Loan
Drive.
ComTosloaFrom amnouneed modification of air coverage plana in
Tters ﬂ Weslsalrome :

4 Jﬂlr - I-Tl and l-!'l m‘tﬂ .'I.'arll'h ﬂ.rl luutlu-ut of MAAS Mlhﬂh.
Hashington,

7 duly = :-nmmuuummumummnamm

nmr - E-119 esoorted 33 MATSGHIA frum Weqt Teini, Neshingtes be the pler
lt Seattls 4a mq-ﬂun 'dth uhhnunl for bompesning vebercas,

15 -hiy - X-38 np-i-d fopost fire lbuu'l = -11- ‘southess t ‘- HAS Astoria.
um-kiﬂmuhmmmmﬁ;mm
umy-i-u-mﬂmﬂwm nntrmmnrmmm
25,38 July = bemsive seared for survivor of 7u-3 reported erashed al gen,

27 duly - Wum.mm- nodified the time ,-rm of dlimp ASR
. patrola. £y T

Iﬁhl;-bﬂ!_mrh!ﬂgiubntlﬂunmﬁ#ﬁlm

33,39 July - ¥=79, T-115 ssarehed in sonjunetion with 0.0. Cutter BONEAM
for vessel reportwed in distress.
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 UNCLASSIFIED
BLIMP BQUADRON 83 HIZTONY

SZPTEBER 1943
PARY? I « CHROAOLOOY

Conlf87 amnounmced thm$ ahips ia W87 w_%8r3 would not Yo glves
alr soverage 10 days asfSer offisial mrmouncement af lan‘nh.r
of lelﬂl ;
Pirst man detached from ZP33 in scoerdanse with Navy
demobilization plan,

Comdte PSHY requested from CHD that two blimps be retalned
in the area for contdmiance of utility work.

X=115 and X«79 searohed for swrvivors of 8B2C.

K«37, with special redic gesr instmlled mede I/DF cal-
i{bratiom flight for 85 Enterprise.

bmﬂmhmﬂlhfnrkﬂlﬂulﬂhn;“
atere .

mlwmnm.nm

" Serviess 21soontineed o m. m Bemd, mz.m ond

Ehol ¥60.

| { '
:-ﬂ-uummm hlmﬁu fishing boat Xiag
Salmen in distresas.

Assist, Director of Dept. of Pisheries, State of Washingten,
expressed appreciation fer flsh spotting service.

ComlorélesSectesfiea’ron cancelled hias Operatioms Plan
BRB-AIR 245,
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Approved 22 December 1544

| Organizacion £p-33 _ Nickname _
f: Shmassanss 10 December 1942 ﬁe:mhliuﬂ&d'm Rovember 1945
Former Designation NONE Later Designation ___ NOMNE
Tail Code ____ From . To New Code
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