


PHOTOGRAPHY AT BLIMPRON FOURTEEH -------- . . 

• • • A Job for Blimps. • • 

Elimp Squadron Fourtocnts Photograph Library has been 
built ur on the conviction that blimps oan take bettor pictures 
than any other air or surface .craft opera.§1.ng in Uni tcd States 
c oas tal na tors. Tho blinprs · wiiquc ability to get in tlow and ., 
aloso t saf n~ makes tho airship an ideal pla tfo:rrn fron which to 
photograph · o shiJ)s which traverse the ooastaJ. scalanos and to ' 
rooord pictorially war-time incidents which occur in coastaJ. . 
watc ,.:-s. Tho development o:f' tho K-2Q camera has given blimp crews . 

· a C(\Ul)aot 1 simple-operating and versatile camera with which to 
Hork. · · 

· 1hoso oondi tions offer a solid foundation upon which a. 
workable, aotivo library can be sot up in any blimp squadron. From 
the dny Squadron Fourteen's libra:ry was cs tablishcd 1 t has boon 
geared to an exacting schedule of swift and accurate handling of • 
pictures. Since then tho Library has gfown into a smooth-operating 
unit which handled pictures of tho tLIBERTADt rescue off the North 
Oarolina coast in December 1943 so . rapidly that the spocd elicited 
surprised and favorable oonncnt from one oorirn.and ·to which they wore 
delivered only 12 hours a:f'ter being snapped at sea. · · 

The :report you · are now reading has grmvn out o·f . queries 
concerning the inner wor1cings of .the Library. By word a,nd picture, 
this report air:is to outline the pra.otioes whioh have produced at 
Squsdron 14 a library of 71000 prints · covering alrnos t a thousand 
dif :fcront subjects. . 

* 
••• j . * 

• • • The. File and Index Sys tcm • • • 

"guic1c easy referenoe" 

A :f'l~xi ble file and index system designed to keep prints 
nnd negatives always ready for quiclt and easy reference has made .. · 
:possible the successfu1 operation of the Library. Rudimentary re• · 
quiremen t of such a system is that aocura te and oomple te iden t1 .. 
:fica tion become an inseparable part of each print handled by th~ 
Library. 

• A special :rubber stainp outlines this in:f9mation _of 
identification • . All prints filed in th~ Library and tho .se di~-

. :pa tohed · to other comr1ands carry this s tanp on the baok comple telY 
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filled out. This insures that the print will never becone useless 
becanse of lao:ir of iden tifioa tion and enhances the value of the 
:print by r.1aking it useful anywhere, anytine. The staop is re• 
produced here: . 
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~s fern, when filled out, leaves nothing unsaid. 

• f':tled in ordered fashiont 

The pro bl en of' preserving the prints in an ordered fash .. 
ion was solved by filing then in nanila envelopes 8 1/2 by ll i/2 
inches vvhioh were nunbered for reference. Since no prints larger 
than 8 by 10-inoh enlargenents are ordinarily required, these enve• 
lo1)es ( or fold~rs . as they are ref erred to in the Library) preserve 
the prints in a·neat and easily-accessible nanner.. As new pictures 
arG added daily, · new folders are added .• . If a ship is photographed 
twice in a n :)n th, or in . a weelr or yearl 1 t is a sir.lple operation to 
identify the print and slip it in the rolder previously set aside 
fo:r. that ship. Each folder contains the prints of only one ship­
al thr)11gh ther0 nay be nany prints of this ship in the folder. 

There is no l1nit to the expansion of $uoh a system except 
filing space in which to Jreep the folders .• 

tuniversal card catalogt ----------
vYi th a filing nysten thus . established, sone sort of index 



1s necessary. At Squadron 14 this consists of an ."universal" 
alpha be ti cal oar(l catalog. · "Universal."because in it are the sub- · 
jects of· all pictures taken. By using this single index-prints 
of ships, rescues, individuals, ·weather phenonena, crews, inspect ... 
ions, or accidents oan be quickly located• 

This index card lists the subject of · the print and re­
~~rds the nunber of the folder in which the prints have been filed. 
Here is a sar:-iple index card f:ron tho Library catalogi 

WALTER D .. NOYES WJGY· (U.S.} 

~OLDER .. 55$ 

1 3 APR. I I. _J94 3 . 

This particular index card indicates that the ·uni tea · 
States ship Walter D. Noyes was first photographed 13 Aug. 1943 
and the prints are filed in Folder 558. By referring to the folder 
coi::iple te inf orna tion about the pr:ln t and ship is :readily available. · · 

,!i& El~ reoordt 

Besides this card index, a daily record is kept listing 
data on each !)icture taJcen that day. This record i.: serves as a 
cross-index on the alphabetical oa:rd catalog. These daily records 
are filed by the nonth. A sanple daily record is shown on Page 4. 

t negative, index• 

All negatives are filed according to their negative file 
nunber in regular 4 by 5 .. 1nch negative preservers 1n the Pho t"ograph 
J..ib:rary. The negatives are cross-indexed with the prints by having 

Photograph] Blinp:ten !! 
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the negative :file mw..bor, the subjeo t of the pr.i.n t, fo1der in which 
prints arc :filed and date listed on each negative preserver. To 
standardize this infomation, a stamp was dra~n .up illustrated heres 

BLIMP SQUADRON 14 
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V, f- ltll'l S JmOlf ~TAI W!USVILU! 
ELJU.nl1I QTY BOUII CUOl.ltfA 

This negative is identifiable anytime, anywhere. 

• • • Orea ting Picture-Interest • .. · • 

'Bulletin board Rslcholo~t 

A:fter the mechanics of the filing and indexing system des-



cribed above h:'lve been set up, the dif'ficul t problem of' training 
bliqp crevm to take good photographs renains. •since few of the 
crew rner:ibers have had any fornaJ. photographic training or exper­
ience, this problon is especially challengingo The photographic 
officer nust asmn1e the burden not only of training these crews · 
but also of keeping ~~en tpicture conscioust day after day. Many 
are the approaches to this problen. Those outlined below have . · 
brought rosul ts at Squadro:11 14. 

A sir.rple 2 by 3-foot glass-covered bulletin board in the 
officerst training roon which is unfailingly changed every 36 to 
48 llours is the tnornlo henrtt of the library. 

By deliberate psychologioaJ. appeal it continually arouses 
.··ni:1 000s ts enthusiastic squadron interest and pride in good 
:phD t o t:,Taphs. 

The suoccss of' the bulletin board has been glowing. Here 
arc its tsuccess seoretst. 

1. The bulletin board is kept tUEWS•FRESHt • · . 

It is tro ... dressedt every 36 to 48 hours. Prints and 
conm.ents are not allowed to stagnate there and thereby 
allow squadron :picture interest to fade. To eophasize 
this ever-nevmess of the boardt the very tpa ttemt of 
the wcy the prints are arranged on it is changed. If 
4 by 5 prints predoninate todayts tpattcrn•, tonorrowts 
pattor.n nust be-;fnshioned around 8 by ·10 pr.Lnts; the 
board nay hnve -20 prints on it today-onJ.y l tonor:row. 
Prints of especial. interest are •rushedt to the board. 

2. The bulletin board is J?ERSOUAt. 

This perhaps its strongest appeal. Oonnents on prints 
alwnys contain the nnr.ie of' the pho tog:rapher; sonetimes 
thc.t of the blinp captnin. When n print is nailed to 
nno thcr conr:innd, n no tn ti on 1.s nade on the bull e tin · 
board giV'ing credit to the officer or nan who took it. 
A oonthly rrovnd-upr SUtlI!larizes the nm:1ber of pictures 
tnken by each nan and officer nnd the oornands to which 
they have been oailiSd. Ori tioisn ( cons truotive, of 
ou~se) o.s well ns praise is onde in this personal 
nnnner. The result.-encouragenent of individual initia­
tive nnd pride. 

3. The bulletin bonrd is s:PECIFIC• 

Meoningless generalities are nvoided. :D3ily searches 
nre nnde for specific facts about ships or incidents 
which nre pho togrnphed. Only average interest will be 

Photography~ BlipPron ll PoRe 6 

., N, ,,, ,..,..,._ ,••••• •• 



\ '-i • 
'..;'. 

-:..,;;..>--

OfficcrB study the report on pie tures taken by sq_un.dron 
bli e:;;>s on p n tr ,)J. which a11pccirs dnily . on the Pho togrnph . 
Libru:ry bullc tin to 2rd in officers' tirainints roon. 1Iews­
f:t'G Sh.1 s p ecific, end personal, the board keeps the squadron 
int 0rcst cd. in, nn d l.iroud of' 1 pilotst IJhotoc:rnphio efforts. 

On t h.is ~7:;.)icoJ. b oard nro (1) nmvs oli};: )ing dew.inc with 
ni::cships {upr)cr right) ( 2) corn:iont on 8 by 10 1::r1nts' being 
s en t to Ch:I.ef o:f Uo.vnl 01;crc.tions (l3rge l)rints in center 
of l1onr<l) (3) list of officers rnd non whoso pictures nrc 
beL1i.s sent to o thcr oonr:1rmds ( up1Jer left) ( 4) no vie na.snzine 
i ten abo ut Ylru.lnoc Tierryr s pnrt in notion picture ILIGHT:Ecy-­
TI:I.:CJ-JJRt (lower richt) (5) tecr.inio::u note about K-20 (rii;ht), 
( 6) ori ticis n of incrJnpleto shi p iclen tifica. tion ( snnll printsJ. 

Lt. ( j g ) F" R. zunbro ( rifsht) is nnval nir s tntion public re• 
ln tJ.',n s of'f' iccr, who works closely vtl th Squadron Pho togra.ph 
Libr2.TY t o fr-.cilitato release of tnewst shots when obtained. · 
I'1ns. R. B. Tnfo.ro, pilot, chcc1':s · outc oinc print list to sec 
hovf r.ic.:1.y of his l)ic tn.i:-es nro boin 6 1::-iailod to other cormonds. 



shavvn in th o posting o'f: a good shot o'f: coast guard vessel nunber 
32. The ndclition of a. specific :fnct nul'tiplios the interest· 
vnluo of the 11rin to The fuc t~ The vessel is the t OliMPBELLt, 
noted cor1st 15unrd cutter which battled 6 subs in 12 hours while 
on convoy duty. Here is nn exanple of norc prosaio :fncts about 
n :print which ere.a tc interest: ( us they npponred on bulletin 
bonrd) 

"t.AB.AlTGAREZt, 4,500-ton u. s~ cor.ibination pas• 
sengor--onrgo vessel built in Dr:t tain; taken by 
Lt. Pcckh&1• Excellent oonposi tion, definition, 
and detro.1. This vessel is 35 yea.rs old having 
been built in 1909. note the broad ootlI:land pen• 
nnn t flying :from forer:ms t indioa ting it is con­
voy oor::u:iander." 

4. The bulletin board is IUSTRUOTIVE. 

It is s tinuJ.a ting and pro duo ti ve o:r resuJ. ts thm:i. the 
clnss locture. Except for introductory rennrks to new 
pilots tind•initial a:nnounconents of new photograph 
directives, the class lecture has been dropped entirely. 
Short, illustrnted tlcssonst repented often on the bul­
letin bonrd put 3cross the tdots nnd dontttsr of photo-

P,ho toern12& Blin;pro1:; ll. 
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crnphio p:rnotico nooossnry for excellent picture talcing. E:x:onp•. 
les of those Ylossons~ as they appeared on the bulletin board 
with the prints follow. · 

Ooonen t suoh ns that on this print has rcsul ted in 
there being n nininun of tshadow-soa.rrcd' negatives: 

"AVOID· THIS: !TRACY', ooll1cr 1 tnlCQU by :Ens. 
Oonnda. Good print spoiled by havinG the blinp 
shadow tsonrt the outline of the vessel. Note 
how it cuts out definition and dctnil of a l)io• . 
ture prinnrily taken for identification PU!-
1-,0s0 s. In tolligcn t planning by rud<1on1~m mm 
l)revcn t this• " 

Orows oons tan tly are renindod to bo on the loolrnu t for 
tL'Y!.usual 1-iotures whioh nieht hnvo piotort~, news or historical . 
vnlue. 'Loss onst on . the 'bulletin boa.rc1 str1vc to lcoep orews oon­
soi ous of such possibilities so they will recognize and truce 
then when enc ountered. Suggestions on :possible pictures of' this 
type nr o nn c1e ond the lini ta tions of' the K-20 oanera for this work 

.i )intc d out. Intolli gont efforts of crews in this direction arc 



henrt:tly endorsed in bu.lle tin board oor.,oen t. Here is an ruc­
o.ople u:f such an effort: 

"•BmTKER HILL•, 10 000-ton u.s • . tn:nkcr> in silhou­
ette, by Ens. Gn~loff. This is praiseworthy ef• 
f'ort f'or J?OSsible tnews• or 1pictorial• shot. !I?a-
1ten at l{J.25 nnd F4. 5. A good try. Developnent 
of this iden in to the taking of a shot of a large 
tro.n.sport or nan ... of-wnr silhouetted ngninst the 
risL"lg or settine sun has possibilities of produo• 
i..."lg rm. outstnnding picture. tt . 

Those bulletin bon:r-dtlcssonst stress the fact that 
there are few situntions which a properly trained blinp orew 
CP,nnot photogrnph oonst:ructivoly roid suocessfully.- Weather 
pictures nre cncouraged--exccllent shots of fronts cloud 
forr :mtions n.'l'ld sen snoJre have resuJ.ted. .Attenpts to catch 
twciter spoutst have been unsuccessf'u1 so f'ar. 

Shipping and lnndnnr):s a.re ensy shots for trained crews 
to tnke ·well. Spocinl assignr 1.cnts such as the photogrnpfilng of · 
explosions aro nlso possible. On one such specinl photographic 
nisai :)n Squadron 14 recorded explosions w:t th both still Md 

~o to,GTnp!lJ'.: .9:.! Blinpron !1:, page lO 



novie co.r:1erns. Sno.11 objeot;s onn also be photogruphed well 
e:tL)Ugh :for idontificntion. Here is a nine with a dianenter of 
o.bout 3 f'eet as photographed where it wns found drifting at 
sen; (vd. th bulletin board ooonent) 

\ 
tr Herc ts excellent shot of dn:f'ting nine talten 
by Ens. Reeder. · Objects so snall nre the nost 
difficult to photograph fron a bl~. !his taken 
fron 75-foot al.ti tude. Plnnnine: nnd good air­
nnn.ship ·requrred ·. to shoot siich subjects success­
fully. Despite :fact this was talten tcross-sunt 
ins tend of tdown-sun', this picture is well done. t t 

\ * . 
Ono builetin board tlessont constantly preaches tTELL 

TB:E STORY OF YOUR MISSIOU IlT PICTURES•. Intelligent eoonor:iy of 
f'iln is directed at ru..l tines, but on special nissions pilots are 
urged to shoot I too nucht rn thor than , too · 11 ttle t • Prints on the 
next three pnges tell. the story of this nission: 

tHerets excellent picture story taken by training 
blinp yesterday · (18 Doc. 1943) on :f'inding PBM, 
Ens. LineberBer, pilot; Ens, Riclcabaugh, pho to 0• • 
( bull(; tin board conr1on t) , 



. "Th.1s 1s good 
overall. shot of ;• 
area ·:t.n which-plane 
was fol:'oed down by 
engine trouble.The 
land at left should · 
be · indJ ca t ·ed on log 
by nane; direot1ont 
camera .Po. 1n ted re• · · 
oorded to orient ·:. 
pie tu.re. Plane i• ·11 

den tified as PBM#S · 
of Harvey Point, · 
1:1 ,c • ./J,.we.ys get 
these f ao ts for 
•Picture Sto:ryt n 

"!Chis 1s ·exeel• 
lep.t oloseup or 
plane, Menbers ~f 
orew wave fron · .,. -
Wing; oil oan be 
seen on pol:'t en• 
gine. ?Tote good 
use nade of sun-

. light. Taken ·· 
· froo 150-foot al• 
ti tude · at F5, 6 
and l/250 • " . 



ffJ!ere is fair 
shot of crash boat 
SUl:ltloned to scene. 
Oaoera loB did 
not identify this 
vessel} .· ill planes 
and ships · at such 
soenes nust be i• 
dentified to nake 

. st9cy cotiplete~ Use 
blinker if neces• 
sary to get :facts 
suoh as these, 
Oould have been 
ouch closer• tt 

"E:x:oell en t 
shot of orash 
boat a:f ter ·it 
:reached scene at 
l045Q. :Note with 
care such tines 
as this arrival. 
Oil trails i'ron 
plane in this 
shot. Blimp sh.ti-. 
dow might have · 
advantageously 
been used had it 
been possible to 
keep it off plane. 
Uote here, too, 
good use of sun 
light. tt 



* 

''This -picture 
tells the story 
of how tho trip 
-:fron plane - tb • . 
-0rash boat;. was 
nnde-~by ntbber 
lifeboat and 
wooden boat. 
On tohing these 
boats between.' 
plane - and crash 
boat would have 
inp:roved this." 

Bulletin board tlessonst point out the necessity ~or ~10~ 
tu.re co-ope:rnti•on betweon blinp captains vvhen two or nore blinps 
:n .·c as signed to the SOJ'.1.e tlissidn. Pilots nrc urged to work to• 
go t;her so th['1.t good. ton-the .. scenet ·shots of blir.1.J?S perforning 
ni s sions cn.n .,be o"otainod . 

Here is one such tlessont about co-operating as it 
u.p:·•enrecl on the bof.U"cl: 

1 The t;w0 training s11iliS were assigned a plane orash nission 
yesto:rdny (13 J;::m. 194,1.}. Ens. Hudner in training ship and 
Ens . Ilino in :1dvrmced trnining Ship w0re ordered to searoo 
coaEitlin0 near !Tags Mend for wreckage of SB20 which crashed 
into sea n t hieh speed durins practice bonbing run. Ens. 
Hudnert s ship spo ttea. wh~ t ap11e,-=i.rcd to be aviation rubber 
li:fer:1ft in the sur:f. He sur.moned nen fron nearby Oonst 
Gu:1n1 station by clro!) ~,ing note so cnne and pick it up. The 
non proceuded to the spot Whiqh the blinp circled and re­
covered the dobris afte r it had been washed to shore-. Since 
two blir.1ps were on the job th0re wns excellent opportunity to 
TELL THE STORY IIT PICTURES. illhere was lini ted co-operation 
which produced average pie tu.res. Here, s what those two 
sb.ips obtained : 

"O.A O"o , JI 



. 0 ooas t Qua.rds• 
nen at s ceno J one 
wades toward de­
bris in surf. BY 
Ens. Oarlstcad. 

Blinps failed 
to photoe;raph 
tho note beine 
dropped to these · 
nen--nll activity. 
nt such scone 
should be photo• 
gro.phed • . " 

"Excellent- idea 
but too f.ar a• 
wny to nake ex• 
oellen t pie tu.re 
it could be. Here 
blinp is over 
party. Blinp ta­
kine should hRV8 
been closer with 
photo graphed ship 
in bo:ckgro und, 
nen ~-~- f,,£.) reground , 
By Ens. · Oarl­
sto n.d." 



Blinp Pho tographer ot work 

tt An excellent 
f-lnal e :for this 
PICTURE STORY-­
reoovered de• 
bris sprerid on 
the beaoh by 
Ooast ~uardsnen. 
This shot taken 
by Ens. Gresh­
an." 

Basio photographic 
principles are illus trn ted of­
ten in bulletin board . • lossons r • 
Effective use of sunlight, 
shutter speeds and lens stops 
are explained. Oo;,-:iera operation 
in general and the particUlar 
quirks of the K-20 cancra are 
discussed. Such adVice as 
t l})nt t shoot through the pJ.exi­
gJ.as st and tGet in J.ow nnd 
olose for go od picturest is o:f­
fered by showin13 exnnples of 
what results when suoh advice 
is disregarded. 

"Of particular concern 
in those t1essonst nre the best 
r.iet hods of' shooting pictures 
fron blinps. Experience has 
shown t hat rear window of car 
is the best position fron which 
to shoot. {Illustrated nt J.eft) 
note that the officer is not 



sting 0 ws' Ori s-:J.l.1, o:f window ... ..;;this prevents t:tcms- · 
niemi on -of' ene::tno tl brri.tion :froo the .cnr to th? oancra.. When the 
r>hotog1--aphor . is in the position i1ln.s trated his s tonaoh nusoles 
nbnorb : this vibration. With his nn1s out the window he is f'roe 
to swine into pos:i.ti<)!l to e;et his picture. Experience has proved 
thn t the pil ott s. con1)artrr-ri. t is an unsafe 1 awkvvard position :f'roo 
vvhich to try to get J)icturos. 

5. The con ten ts of the bulletin board are V.tP.I2D·-na1..'"ing its 
r:,.-:Jpcnl broad . 

Be~ides pr:Jnts and their annl.yses, general f'aots about the 
pho tog:rn.phic e quj poem t, L. T.A. nows clippings and li ternry 
rofcronces to airships nro posted there. Here a:re sone 
exru:J::;los: 

A sidelight on the K~20 oru:iera: 

tG. T. Lecour, station photoe;raphers nate first · 
clo.ss who has ju.st ro turned fron canera repair school, 
reports he was told th0re thnt the K-20 caoera was 
spccifionlly developed for the Doolittle raid on Tokyo 
to nee ti the :r-iho tocrn:r,hic needs of thn t n ttnclt. This 
is in tcrc ,s tii1g sidolicht on the can.ern used by bliops. 

'Lif:l t cost of the K-20 is $26C; the filr .1 cos ts 
a.bout $4 for 50-exposuro roll .. -nbout 8 cents each. 
Mnke oach of then count." · · 

A,,.,-1 iten nb::mt heliun fron Colliers nagazine: 

'In the United States, one heliun plant alone 
prodnoes in about 23 hours the 416 1000 oubic feet 
of this ens required to in:fl.nte a navy X-tyPe blinp 1 
nn nnount that would taJ::e several oentur:1.es to obtain 
fron th0 wells of any other·countryc. For exanple• the 
fru.1ous ens vwll in Sar1 toney I FrMce, · one .of tho best · 
sources of hcliun outside of' i\r.1erioa, could not :pro­
duce thj_s q_uan ti ty in loss than 700 years. t 

Or the ucn tion of bli~s in Oapt. Ted Lawsont s book 
't THIRTY SF;COITDS OVER TvKYO t v . 

t All of us got a scn:r.e~ the thircl day out, thnt 
wet d n:lss the~ raid. ilhe nnvy boys cane out with buok­
ets cif white paint and. drew n lino al.ons the port 
side, ~vo or three ynrds in f:ron the edgc 0 We heard 
tha b Dooli ttlc had decided to sond one of the :planes 
b:1ok to the nninlnnd with a ocss ase. The nessn[se 
oonJ.dnt t bo sont any other wo.y been.use tho HORUET wus 
observins rndio silence~ I tried to keop out of' Doo-



' l.;(t~ieH; '" s:tG'ht. as duoh ns posstbie. And so d:Ld 
t1_1e ___ o_- thers. _ !rhe l:tne_· t · .. o:f' oours_ e 1 was to be the 
~de of" th:g 1]1{l11.e orct.or~d to take off• It was 
e~;r to :t'1$12Xe out thnt the left wheel o:f' the, · 
unluolcy- 13•25 selected w-ould b.nve to keep on tnat 
line._ · :tn order to · olenr the island with the · tip 
of the right wins , the fuselage of the plane had 
to be quite :far over to the left, and the :J,.eft 
wins would extend over the edge of . the ship. 

. . 

tour fears subsided nftor the line was drawn.. 
J.i. navy blir.1p cone over to us I hovered over the 
deck, dropped us sane s tu.ff, and prcsunnbly took 
bnck the neoessary oessoges that had to be trn.ns­
oitted to the nninlnnd., 

All news clippings dealing with blinps are plaocd 
on the bulletin boa.rd. Pilot interest 1n blinp 
no ti vi ty olip1)ings is s trone. Here is exanple 
of especially good ono f.roo new York Daily Mirrort -

rlU-Boof Shoot~}?,~wn U.S. Blimp 
: ___ _ -=N -~ ~- ' i·,~,----



Th~ ·· l.mJ.1etin -&.:;ard' prooote _s p:r,OW:RE PRlllE. 

·it -.x;ciri.s~tous::tt sti:ives to instill an invieoratin~ pride 
in t;he· squ,n(1ron :f.'or its :pho togrB1:1hic efforts. All words 
of reoogn,i tion :fo:r squn.d:ron photographic worlt are posted 
on the "b,) ar<l, 

t Squadron 14 has long had. a reputation for tu:ming 
out unexcelled o:perotionnl photographs. J?ictures 1 
pnrticularly of rescue work, have bean of- such quaJ. ... 
ity ns to attract wides:prend nttontion.~ _ 

--fron )?LEET AIRSHll'S ATLANTIC I!JTELIJ.Gl~,: (tE ·'I .. 
LETIIT.ITo. 7 (15 Oct• 1943) 

'Y•Ju reccn tly forwarded to this office sone photo­
grcq:,hs te1ken by your blinps. !Phey are surely fine 
pictures and have been nost helpfuJ. to us in ex­
plaining the various typos of ships to sone o:f our 
officers who have never seen theu. t 
--fr on letter :fron Lt. Ooodr. Willinn T. Kirl{:, USNR, 

IIE.AIQUARTERS COM!:U~UDER EASTERN SEA FRONTIER, 

-
tThe subject pllotographs were well done and will 
:prove of narkod value :for reoogni tion cmd identi­
:fic n ti ,m use. !I!hey reprosent goocl e:x:nnples of 
whnt nay l)e . <i> ne With the K•20 aerial ounera 
abo ::1rd n::trsJ:,.ips on patrol. ' · · 

--Oonnen t by Lt. Oond:r. A. D. F:rnser, U .s.u • o:f 
THOTOGRAPlIIC DIVISION OF BUREAU OF -AEROU.l\.UTICS 
on squadron photographs subnitted to the bureau. 

' How mmy pie turos dicl your blinps take o:f tho , 
rus cue yesterday: How did you got then up hero 
s o fast?t 

--re cord of' telephone oonversntion vd th rd.r 
con txoller ooncernin 0 prints delivered to 
oor.u:1a..vid in teros tcd 12 hours af'ter beinB 
snapp ed nt sen . Delivered by auto • 

. AlltJq _n,··_•~_:ron pictur e s used by the Office of' Naval.. In­
tolli;;cncc or in n ows publionti ons nre posted on the 
1)u:1 ·: ,,, i---1 r, lY1 nr('l r-,1 ··-n.c·· '-'1i t'·1 ·tl1c·· l")"'..,t _, .• ., 11n "t ,)r'ir1 t 1-.-4 ,.,..; ,-} ;: .... L,__,.. )_, _ ._),. I.<- ,,, , \..) 1'f 1 . , . ..1.. .l. 1..,_·...1,.- ... .:..1., ,.1,. l.~ ·.:..J 
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Squadr on 14 Pie tures i.11 Service Jou:rnaJ.s 
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Blimp 
Stars 
In Sea ... ,_Wl;.....,iMd ... ~., ..... ... 

....... ...... wtol'di 
Jilw.1111.,Ul'lltlM,\O...lle, 
e-.,lw, ......, .. !,lo 

~~...w. 
... a....l.~ 
.., l!alU..- .... J"I qt, 
t.>uttlluot..,_.i<> him,,,. Navy ... ~. Uf• 
n,ti 14 llltdicd l,r i;,,.. ...s-~­l'&tor j\~ 10 tori f-, 
• •&•l•rud • lro~ll> 
fobov,;, ....... bl ftol,t); 
l'!,lne ..,.. •Pi!tiO<t 
lll!m» (~) ..-"1t1,-. 
-..!C-tGuarct­
..... -, • • tt ... df<>W!Oi: 

· • un •ll<l ma.klolr .....,. 
&:~utt. ,.. .. ..J• \00>.r,,,, 
n,;;,. Cout CIW<I cat. 
~~--i ..... 
later t.o compe..t• rtet-M:. 

~t~• 

Front--Pa 0o Pley on 
Squndron l4ts r:Iost Published Picture 

I'h o to z;rnphl Blin~ron li 



Vol. 25. No. 168 New York, ldond•r. 1m.,...iw,r n. 19ia'< 

1 Nazi Battleship Destroyed· 
In . Sea light OH Norway 

---'-...,.--~---------------------.., .. .Pi.if.< ... . 

Blimps Direct 
Rescue of 
18 Seaen 

LIBERTAD Pictures Were Car1"ied Nationally-
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,:.1. ~nkine :l h ,crcd.it. 
Eon o~ t n bi1on 
r,,Js havo -")P nroc 

tpornin'3 after conf ere nee t 

On ,Fog-cc EO , 
-us i.n whi oh 

"' 

Although tho bulletin board is the oain interest builder, 
,J thor duviocs m:-e used to bolster 1 t, .Anons these is the tr.Jonli.118 

;. t ~no::cuing o.ftor conferenoot, Eil:1s~ Ro o~ Kline;; squadron 
· :hc tocrnphio officer, discusses with Lt .. , v~ E~ Peckhar.l ond 
i.!~1.r3,., He. Ea J):)Vore pictures they took d.ey before on putrol. 
Pl.lobs do this ro13ulnrly. To pronotc.; interest Library 1s 
}t0p t oon:::,lcto, nttrnctive. Note: K-20 nt left handy for 
c1ei.F>nstration; ohnrt, prints on bulkhead; negative viewer 
<-1t lef't. Prints on dosk at :richt ready :for Dni11n£S• 

r:J 
-

. m 

nfto:r. c ,mforoncet in the Photograph Library. Officers and nen 
who b1vo t~:J.;:en T)ioturos the do.y before cone here to inspect the 

. 



' ; " . 

tm; <'.'.:t:ih<itoBraphio depnrtoent neobers. 
ready :fo:t<> this inspection ati osoo on the day 

foll'oitlnG -that on wluch they are ta.Jeon. _ This in:fo:ro.al. confer­
ence :u .. ds in solving quickly indiv:I.dunl di:ff'ioul ties and gives 
c key o.s to what trr1:e .of instructional naterial should be used 
in bulletin board ·: iessons2 o 

* 

TllG · ::;ooner a pho tographcr can see his pictures after a 
fli , :ht 5 t:1.e keener is his in tores tt/ For this reason Squadron 14 
n2::::::.l.t':1.vcs are (luvclope;d nnc1 prints r.mde ns soon as the blinp is 
t0ci.:· ::-- ·· J 2:'rJn ts r--.ro rend.y two or three hours a:fter the blinp has 
:re ;,t1:c} .. :;c~ :E'rc-1::-1 pn trol., If tho pie tu.res warrant 1 t. prints are de• 
11..vc1:.:d b:v a:lto or plone to co:r:mnnds interested in n. natter of 
ho--...trs n1'ta.:::-· they hnvo been snapped at sc3. 

_ Ectr(l•~working photographer nntcs, whose alertness is con .. 
s t-:nr-.-rly 1l:r:1cov01--:i.ng snooth0r 1 faster nc thods . of handling patrol pie .. 
l:ures: hnv.;;: nac1e poGsiblc this S"_Peed. · · 

Swift l)iCturG handling 
stnrts hero. As soon ns 
blinp is docked; s. J. Ku­
baryoh, J?hoI;t2/c 1 sets cru:1-
oru o:f:f shir) to s tnrt pro­
cessin c the negatives. 

NiGht Pio turc Work- .. 
J • rile Phillips PhoM 3/ o 
r.k'1lrns pemanent record o:f 
oanorn 105 nunbcrs on the 
nec;::itivos n few ninute.s 
a:ftor n night l.nnding. 

. A . 



i; l •~3 

.- · , 
1 

r...:ctf'l i oo _ l.e te ,..; e d:\Y _ :ftur he ::pio• 
--"----'- , ......... ·l.:), - h <Ill _ , • :>n 1,110 t ogr phi of':fi o and his ,as sis-

:rJ- A].1 axe p _J. o t.s-. .'.:!;.his ,w:rk is &he.ir :3 0 -

ooJ.l :::- t a.:. n1 sq du . 

Pilots perfo:in daily filo work in the photograph Library. 
ms. K. E. Hannon, right, checks oaxd catalog to see if 11-
bra:ry already ha.s prints of a carrier photo graphed · day be• 
fore. · After transferring dnta fron photogrnph log to baok of 
prints, · ho will nuke out DAILY RECORD, bring card catalog u.p 
to da tc, and file prints in folders. Ens. c. H. M\}l)ougall, 
left, prenaros 8 by ll 11~:;rints for the non thly report sent to 
Ohief of ~nval Operations. On the worktable are folders in 
which prints are filed and publications used to check ao• 
ouro.cy of infornation listed on photograph logs by pilots. 
This work· of checking identification, filing prints :md 
ne3ntiv0s, n:nd nniline out rrints req_uires 30 to 50 nan 
hours of' work each week. Bost squadron pioturos with data 
attnohod line the bullchead. Note news olippings at J.eft. 



' ,. : .• 

. . ' . . . . The j.i;lp:t~P,ry :ts ues:f~~d ;to- ~u.s idh;Jlti':"~qua d:ron _intexest in 
photog:t:'np}:ly. \ J3es squ a dro n prints are nounted on. special rooks 
on the buJ.lclieods with oor.1pl.etc data under each print. Library 
records are kept up to the ninute nrt.d files ship·Shape. 

An n tnosphere of · scrVice nnd genuine he!lFness is 
cul ti vn tec.1 to encourage use of its facilities by . squadron 
activities. 

t d,JJ.J.ec.l•t}l) canera logt 

Tho dnily oontnots which officers have with the Library 
nre exploited to keep their :interest in photography high. The 
ph:::itographic loB on which pilots record the da'ta on the piotu.res 
·ta..t:en during a flight has been 'dolled upt and nade as oonplete 
nnJ i::.:structive as possible. ®tls log is reproduced on page Zl • 

. . 4 

* 
I-picture cor.metitionst 

Oontests such as a tpicture-of•the-r:i.ontht have:been spa;r.,, 
ingly used as interest pr~vokers because they are · weak, artifio1al 
s which ::ire difficult to handle judiciously. ·. There is a 

th.J.y crew conpe ti tion in which orevrn are given pcm ts for ex• 
cellonoo in all phases of' patrol worJ..c • . In this contest orews are 
nwarcled 5 r)oin ts :for each pie ture tr:1.Jcen by n crew r.1enber which is 
included in the non tbJ.y report to Chief Naval Ope~ations. 

-
Phese h~ve been the nethods used to create picture 

interest at Squadron 14. 

* 

• • • · Who Ge ts the Pi c tu.res • • • 

' nco_ur:1ci aJ.w,:!Ys' 

Scrurulou.s onre is taken to insure accurate identi:fi­
catton of all prints. Pilots are oontinuaJJ,y reninded that a 
picture is no good unless it is accurately Rhd conpletely ident­
ified, This is especially true on prints which are :nai-led out. 
Glopl )Y identification r1cstroys the value of any print and the · · 
p r es tice of the library hnndline it. ihe photograph library checks 

J?ho t o5-rn°;hz n t Bli..r.:mron 14 >II.------- page 26 
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i 2, 
I 
l 
l 
I 3. 
l 
i 
i I 4. 
I 
f . 5. 

How To Tak~ Good Pictures 
·- ·-- - -.--.i ............... 

!nd.Le:a t e phc t0gra 1)hi o l ight conditions (average for th~ 
•.b.y I s o thf.'. t photo lab . O)~:m, give your film best possibl•t 
devolo ~)men t. 

Iiol d oamera finiilt against chest. 1)o not let it touch · 
any p art o:f blimp. Exert baol~•Nard preesure on eooking 
h andl e as trigger is · squeezed. 

Use aft end of car :fo;r:- shooting. R~mov~ window• do not 
shoot thr ough glass, Kee low, · shoot awaY from the sun. . 
Tal: p, no moJ:-e than TVfO :pie tu.res ·of any ship o:i;- seen~, 
unless ~ircumstanoes art 1.u1usual. !rhen shoot many. 

:Pill out this camera log completely. Give positions u., 
latit ude 6nd longitude, not in reference to buoy or grid 

This camera 1 og ana. camera -must be turned in to S_quadron " 
duty offica:e after ea~ flight. If no !;pie tures taken, · 
marl~ tHO PI0 11CfRES TAKEJJ' on log with da tel pilot and 
ship and turn i tJ vlilih earnera, in eo squ~dron duty office 

i . . 

I
. 7,, ill pictures are devel op ed and , rinte. d immediately af _ter 

· shi p doe]cs. They may b~ inspected at Squadron Photo . .

1 
library a t 0800 the day folloning flight. 

f s. Report any c,amera defects _ on _this ~og. · . 
•~- ••~ •- •--•-- • ...... ,,.,., - •• ...- --- '... :•• ..._.,. _ _..,v--•-~ .,.____,_ ..,_, ___ ........ __ _ 

.- -titl~ tab~i:-1[ ~': ~~251 .· 
r bright stm · . .. 1 · thin olouds haz~ 1 no sun-,oloudy 
1 TI J:.iE OF 'DAY - · .... • ·-· ... ' . ·- · . · 

!_ ·-- ·•·--•- ·- ··- __ 3:_~n.~,--~·'3.!_l!:!.t~er· l .ens -... i_ s!:_~~~ -~--!.~utt .er 
:first 2 hours I 

1/125 14.5 1 l/125 

Bad 
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""·J.... :l d,m. t::t.:f e n ti s .. PLtbl.i.oa t:l ons used £'or cho olci.ng spe1lihgs i 
oo.ll fii[;nB hnt1 nn t-5.,:-inaJ.:i. ties are: 

MBrchont Vessols of the United States of ,Hore thrm 500 Tons 
Gross" Tormago Licensed ror Radio t)ou~uni"c'atiori'.';-'°i'ssueaoy 
Jl1ot1ernI Oonnunioafions Oonn°i[3's°ion ('.HESTirrOTE:0) 

' . 

9j.'ff'1nl Letters of United stnt~s Merchont Marine, issued by 
n1.tect Stutes~reasury ~pnrtbcnt. (m!$TR1dffi) 

United Stutes Call Sir Book, b1E:5)g Visual Signs, 
issuecI "by lnvy7jcparti:ien (asTRI · -

Marchant Vessels of the united ~tates, issued by Departr.ient 
o:!! cor.i:.mroe t octnnm:ttfTIXG) · . 

The Shius and Aircraft of the United States Fleet, by J. o. 
~n.fiey' (011"'1rlJ.1E pQBtlOLY)- · 

tnailing list, ----- ·, 

Tho Ohicf of Nnval Operations heads the 1,ibraryts 
nniling list. .An. nvern5e bf ooo· prints of 100 negntives are nailed 
to this oo:oncllld e~oh nonthe These prints are used in identifi­
cation booklets nnd o th.er Office of Naval Intelligence bulletins • 
.tUl BOOd qun.lity ne6atives . are nailed to Ohief' of Naval Operations · 
rvmthly along vvith two 8 by 10 glossy prints oonpletely identified. 

· C ther oonnan<ls on the Libraryt s regular nailing list are: 

Ohie.:f' o:f Naval Airship Training and Experinentation re• 
oeives three 8 by lO glossy prints of a:11 rescue soenes 
m1<l all other photographs o:e particular value for 
rublio relntions or historical _purpo~es. 

Oonnnnder Fleet Airship Wing 1 receives one 4 by 5•inch 
glossy print of o.11 good quality negntives ctnd one 
8 by lO glossy print of Q]J. rescue scenes nnd all other 
pho toe;raphs of partioular vru.ue for public relations or 
his torioal purposes. 

Oonnan.rler Enstern Sea Fronti~r receives sar:.e type prints 
as Ooru,'.trl.der Fleot Airship Wing 1. 

Fifth Hnval. :District Intelligence , Office receives snoe 
type print s as 0or:u.'1a.,."'lder Fleet Airship Wins 1. 

Cor1n3nds which a.re particularly oonoenied with DrlY spe~ 
.. '-fio situo.tion photographed nre nailed 8 by 10 l)rints. For ~-



CQ. l ' oma - on -.secit;:t'on :recei~s . 
<l sh:t p s or cfol.~::Lr.d.o:ns' cccn :ir:illC in fif'th navaJ. . d:1.s- . . ct we.tors. · . Oonr:1o;nders o:f' air squadrons receive. prints of ,. · ' · 

oro,sho.s in vol v:i,ng planes of the:ir oor.JOarid. .When ooooanding of'• 
fi.cers of' ships t:1 t sea re qu.es t pie tu.res 1 prints are nai].ed to theo. 

* .. * 
* 

• • • Speoi.al Projects • • • • .. 
:Sesic.es its routine work . of swift and aoourate handling 

,) f excellent photogrnphs taken by blinps on patrol 1 the squadron•s 
:):10 t;o;3rnph library regularly develops; special projects such as 
this illustrated report. 

Here nre sone others : 

The library developed n photographic oethod of scoring 
:practice bor:ibing -airships. The grid 11-1ustrated here was 
calcu.lntcd nathenatically and checked by test runs over neasured 
dit:i tanccs on the landin,s nat. 

lleasures Airship Bor1bing Errors 



.. 

pro e i.·s tho . • EYC t-:ion ~f-; wcci-ther p . -l'.ie 
s t;ory bf e::i.ch such r,i.c tu.re :ts 1?uil. t around aerologioal.- (l,ata11 -

This nnterial. is attn.ohed to the print on a speoial. :fon:i .. :f'Gr -
such p:tctu.'t"e lines. This :forp is- used to tel1 -th-e- stol."Y - when- -the 
pioture hns value other -than f'or -identification plll1_)oses-•such 
as :pictures of' survivors or rescues. Two · of the prints f:ron the 
weather collection are on :Pages 31 nnd 32. 

Efforts a.re to get pictures -which night be of' 
vn111e to i,Ublic relations officers. The library worlcs - closely 
with the public relations offioer·attachod to -the station on such 
jJ l. )jocts. To nvoid waste of filn 1 these shpts are taken by 
r11.0 '- :1 (':XaJ7her a:fter careful plonning. 1'he print on Pase 33 
ir-;1 nn oxru:1:)le of this type of picture. Another public relations 
rro ject is the ta]ting o:f individual photographs of all blitlp crew 
r:~eLbers with °' blir.rp in the baokground. personal data on the nan 
i s o.ttnoh8d nncl th0 negative and print f'iled f'or instant use in 
on.Ge the no.:n J?ni•tioiriotes in news worthy nission. Exaaple here: 

This data is at .. 
. i tached to each prin tf 

Kraner, R • . L. 
nviation radionan 

thiJ?d olnss 
Age: 19 
Hone: · Bal tir:10:re, Md. 

(shadow on lef't side 
of face . should be 
avoided as it . does 
not reproduce well 
on newsprint) · .. 
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.1\. Friendly Sub 1l1alrns a possible J?ublioi ty Shot 



... t '1:f • u.so t: tho bo~ hn.s oor.10 b - • • 
r ,,uot ,·hi. oh. j_e ,-;r-:i: G int o h, t o::::;r--r;:ih i ro:ry pro .. 

jcot. .: .. 11, 0J.i_p1Jin,:;s c. ncen-,..in .; '"'i rsbi. 1a on L. ~. 1. otiv::l. ty 
't hi.oh o; :;:,e!lr on the oard a:t c cnvc:H-. s. o. rcsul t, the L:I. has 
o {;x-m·dnb ooll e ot1. on of suoh ifje ia • ~yi:,1-cru. of this ooJ.l ectlon 
nre· the ollp pi nc.s j;1.otu:re on Pacte 35, 

* 

•••A Word of Oredit • • • 

This, then is tho story of Photosraphy at Bl10l,)ron 14, 
cxc. :;~) t; for· the iL--porbmt r.1cntion of 1,hoto3raph10 personnel whose 
er X.111.8in8nj hnrd worlc: ond teoh:nionl sld.11 hnve nado possible tho 
,. sw 1.f·' . c:1d o.courate hnndling of exoollent pioturest described in 
~,.hl.3 rei- ,or'li11 

In the Li brn:ry oheoldne on ship iden tifioa tion nnd doing 
:f'i le work there ore En.signs K. E. Hbllnon 1 Le P. Tylenda. 1 Bemard. 
Beaifnit- 1 R. B. To.faro, and He F. E, Stcuer--nll p_1lots. 

In the Lnborntory there aro the Hed:ron photosro.r>her nates 
who hnvc borne ably and 1-vith enthusiasn the heavy ·' aoheduJ.e inposed 
by sg_undron l)ho togra1 )hio needs. !Ch0se aro Stephen J • · Kubn:ryoh, -
:Pt~M 2/o, o.nd Jnolc Iu. l?hill11)s, PhorG/"'• (Phillips -1s now in V•l2 
t:rnin1ne.) • 

· And the s tntion photosraphio personnel, too 1 who have 
c .ms tnn tly and willingly lent n. nuoh-neodod help1ng hondt Lt. · ( jg) 
B0 B. Eilnna., stntion photoeraphio offioor; n:nd G. T. Leoours. 
o....11d F. A. S:;_)i1101t, both :PhoMJ./c. 

Ens. Re c. I0.1n~t A-V (N), USNRa 
Pho totsrD.J?h1~ efnoer. 
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