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BLOPRON 1 IN ITALY

.....

loal series whioh bogan when Blinp-Squadron 14 arrived in the
loditerrancan thooter in May of 1944, Like the othexr three vole
umes, 1t rocords plotorlally the story of how Blinpron officers
and men flow, lived cnd spent their recreatiomal tine,

4 45 This wvolurio covers the period 1 Maroh 1945 to L June
945,

L4 L

During thils period, the war in ZEurovo came to an end,
and the mission of airships In the Moaitorronean was ohangod
fron patrolling tho Strait of Gibroltar to HMine plotting and
protting work in all lfeditorrancan ports and shipping lanosiThis
fnvolvod a shift of nost of theo cirships froo Port Lynutey,
dronch Moreooo, to locations in Franoc ond Italy, 4s thia 1s
written, tho najor aspeots of this change orc being rade,

.,/ The adwvance baso in Cagliari, Serdinid, was closed
in April, and a new advanoo basc oponed in Pisa, Itcly, carly
in Moy a few deys‘after Genoa had becn lib:r&tcti. During the
final deys of Moy, plons‘wore laid for the establishnent of
anothor base ndar Venloe, Italy, ond for one sorowherc in
Groolan waters.

The initicl operations in Italy took »lagce during
t woek in March when ail airshlip wos based on Iittorio
on thoe outskirts of Rorw, This issuec starts with the
ory of that shart, swift oparation,

L

Pise, Italy It, (i) R: C. Kline,
27 ::'_".y 19‘#5 A2 U.S.E‘:,. #

Photogranhle Officer



After operating from bases in iAfrica, France and Sardinia, Blinpron
%), during'Maroh 1945 moved to the Italian mainland for a l-week
operetion, Blimp K-10l1l wos based on Littorio i’ield Mussolinits
rivate airpat" in Rome which loy in a crook of’the Tiber river,
shown above), From here during pericd 3-7 Maroch, this airship aide-
ed in locating wreck of USS SWERVE, mineswecep sunk off inzio boach
head, Blimp's MAD gear was used, Tho alrship also plottod minee-
frec channel to the wreok so that salvage oporations could be ocare
ried out, The use of the alrship for this missim was requested

by co:mnnnder Minron 7, commend with which Caglioxi detuchmont oDoY=
ated, Throe of the four erews basod at Cogliarl ocarried out this
initial operation on the Italian moinland,
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The dotaochmont owed muoh to It, Col. Douglas Keeonay, ocommnding ofe
f1oer of Littorio field which was oporated by MHediterranodn Alr
Transport Service.’Ho 1s shown at right in photo top left, Ho. pro=-
vidod labor, crane, conercte pillars fraom bombed out hongars and
flow phatogf'apher in Stinson moking possiblc ocover photogroph for
this volume, The pillars wore used ag mast anchors (top right).Of-
fiocors end men lived in bombed out hangar on cdge of ficld (lowor
loft). This stick nast was disnantlod at Bizerte, Tunisia,-300 niles
south of Rome, flown to Littorio and oroctcd——all within 24 hours,
The entire operetion required only 6 ddys--swiftcst nove mado 'wp

to that time by Blimpron 14 detachmont, On the roquost of Ool, XKoo=
noy mon in flight crews torc down a shqll of a building on tho
field whish was z monoge to personnel, (lower right),
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offiocors and mon lived in stalls in bombed out hangar (lowor right),
Both offlcors and ren mossed with the amy on tho "ficld, Thoy 00le
locted many souvenirs on thelr short stay in Rome, The amy strung
g Ticld telephone to the tont bencath the mast a fow ninutes aftor
mast hnd boen orccted, As fow a8 10 or 12 perscns-=-gll oxperion oed
flight orow offiocers cnd mén-=- took the airskip off in no-wind ocone

tions at Rome (top left), Coomander Sulliven (3»d from loft in °
top right photo) directed Rome operatiocn. Others with him are Ool,
Koeney and navcl offiocers fron the Rome novnl establishnont who
were abohrd the alrship on the last day of the operation, Minosweops
with whisoh the airship workecd in locating the sunken ship tied up
along Anzio boach (lowoxr loft). Comiander Minron 7 was dropped on
this boach from tho blirp in a touch and go landing aftor come
plotion of onc day's oporationa, This mado unncocssary LOenilo Joepr
ride from Iittorio to Anzio,
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M of $hx tixos orows taking port (o Roe ~orcticon ok &n Qp-
E:chrto tous Beooe Cal, I.‘.c;.\;' oo ded tronanartction cnd
i 208 Rod Croos guddcs pointod -ut 4o =zights, (lover eantor)
B far omores oould do pot: o f‘L".?'i‘.t rodioen T usht o TEA A
mmﬁt‘m"‘ £iis fren '_75".';1_'.- ir Ooiisems for 250 1lizc 1§2.50)
gh‘:l. R Wolr Tours, crows visited Voillsom, 3%, _“' uits ehwral
g Oclizoun u--,.-" c:.:-.‘ ox} T oo
‘a‘hﬁtﬂ and Siclley orc hurt 1¢ scT]« Tho B r.m‘:i:m wus
Sonplcte supoesa, swiftl ly mnd offieiontls eaxricd out w2th 135tie
Semorseation In Sordinic '.'.‘L:'..‘Li 8, She nest vos diminrilod and
SEored ixn Romo whion tho omretion onflod o 7 iorch oid oXoug To-
SIof to Sgrdinic, 411 endts taking xo% lo cpormti-zn rocsdivol
PRisy fron Jomxmder B4gbth Floes whio Seglored the cpocrailisn "an
amspin of cparaticons ggercesiwveiy ud offinioptly porfornalt,”
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Tirst wook
gliari bay,
._-Ll of tho
weep were ot
i rosl oilg of tho

iesweaps to de ab offiocor, In photo top
t such an olfficor confors with aila day's operation.
wcswecp officors wexe onthusicstlo "'mﬂ.l‘; useg of blilips in this

¢, cne of thon Geoloring tanat un ot loast two ocoonsions he owed
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':um, was oclosed, officers and nen left ba='
fow weelks before (lower right),

h British units based at Cag=
radio for tleir lounge (lm"ﬂ'
U, S, iy co::.d:lc tions unit,
fron tail-wheel of Gornan bonbox
rgen Lj wheel for the airs ;;;* (tr}“ ight).

closed, Tur n‘auc.clas
r possible encrgency use
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it tho Cuwors dotoelny CW mning s-*or:;rli.c .'"'*10—-

[ SN &

S"fc,c'gi:‘.g eontinuod, ¥ saort Ui 1 2 he oirshin worked with

Unitod Statos awoceps, G0 Tiry vho dotc with

Fwonch oraft, _n\ah“““j"id nissions werc flown for Bvi:iﬁt and

United Stctos governuonts, Hoviever, oo jor projcot ot Cuors dtr*ng

the poriod ws properations for the roe-ecrection of tho K=123 whial

heéd boon rippod accidentclly on tho Port Tth TuJ‘LL01L in Januury
|

Tho ocr was truchuu fron Port Ly;utuv to Casc Blonoa, takon by
vessol fron Case to Marscilles cnd by “?Lc“'““r' '"rﬂ*t-_wa to
Cuocrs, Tho UO*hilU uriﬁ In soutiorn Fronce _uru:r;d two doys of
treeo trimming, wiro ,.itiﬂ& cnd trailse jugeling to got the oar
t““oufu tho nerrow strocts of villcgss ond over sinuous pountelin
oads, Tho oporation 18 pleturod above., Scaboc units nidoed,
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Yoxk on ro~orcotion of tho E~123 wes dcloyed un
beoouso of tho siow Gelivery of orcoeticn géor,

anong _tc. B8 wiiol hed . 't arrived Ly 1 Jung,
in tho Cwors ‘.';.nH,:..; (top loft) and praerati

e ke 2 oan

rootion work werg nnco ';)" gsot tiag up sho ri

a PI=boat baso ct Gulf Juaa which vwis closod

taincd from this beso’ '_'.-.clu lo¢. gelicre _uﬁs, JORTC

hoot pooks, cnbulango, fucl truclk, After rocciving
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Cuars detochniont wd 59 locos an *‘cr':::s 1*1*i:r.-'-,ic,1:-. = stiel

set up noer Connes (la'..rcr right) %o serve es

GIIETrgoney v

until 1 Juno it had not boon neciss: :;‘ to use itv, HIA uwilts op=-
or.,t Ing from the fliold nounted o wind sock atox .
did not ghow up for ssvorcl woeks nfter it had boon

cn‘elirshily
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: o8 o _ ion roon far
officors (lt:ur loft) and ron (top rd e ) inrepey of chout 500
vwolunos cond 1nny reeordings wo locod in tho
non's rocroation ¢r_.-,|..,J.. Tho cooted in villa

riglinc J.l;-,r occun' by blintiron Thao f"ra United
Stotos tochnlielons 11‘1. Goodyc to oXrocet t.zo
I:."'l?.-} aro shown in lowor ot 1l ond TO -...I.'E‘T

- Acdition 1t &% :1

negazino). The villa was groat.ly
i‘r whon l|fJ.LGﬂ.-J..'LF| _L rat noved I

ingtalled, o wvator syston sot U 24 orovéd, Twonty
of 1 cors iiw. 10 %o *-.'. 43 willy and acotnsr 2/h oilo cway, Whleh word
ooouaiod uhdor rovorse lond-loc 83 oI GOIGITE 6 Monts guartors, €O
wore inplo ".rucl with showers ond loundry faeilitios boing act Uda
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On 28 April 1945, the British flag officer of northiorn Italy baséd at
Lgghorn requcsted an airship to ald-in elsarcnece of Gonoa woters,On
, Moy, the K-101 arrived from Cuers, ;’-‘.:wk., at Pisc airficld which
we.S 56 iles south of Genoa, The Pisa airficld (cbove) was "home of
tho Thunderbolt s", o fightor fivld viiich was still oporationzl whon
the airship arrivod, The rcst wes located in - hay fiold nocar the
ficld's single runway, Conercte pillors fron bonbed out bulldings
agedin wore used to eanchor mast, 1 ighters and l'?'s can be soen
perked on field in obove photograpli. arny officors “.,rr, woXe 08t
.c”;a:['ul in the establ.shnent of t“j.: blip Teeility. Threoo crows
werc sent fron Port ;,y wmtoy to ostablish this dotachiwnt vhioch be-

([

c‘u‘le “l.uV\.I'lct: ;_.:,‘..uO 110. 30 S‘l’l’ O 1['}.U r‘r/‘\JLLA.!JJ. f‘...s b\.u_;t.n Dn 5 a-.-.y'
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The K-101, wiioh wrs dubbed "iinnioe tho Hiner” o fow doys cftex

"hort arrivel in Pisa, was énblczonod with cporopricto Insignia by
ont (top left). An ‘ray hone-bound taslk forée of B~17

- e
Al AXTy Sorrgeonv (vo) 1o

. e e o ..E sy .12 - —— T S S b Baun . o - Yy £ o A - 3 M s
bontbers nioved cnto Plsa ficld o wedls cftér the cirship crrived,These
had s 2 D TIEE . Sy, o Pl ep L Pty e e .
4G ooon .’ltrip:'!\.k. ol armaient Gnd wWorc ugsed o ITly rilth LIy non

- R - o= T 2 oS 3T < - o =, Thy 24 | Bls o i e . d ¥

n tho first log 3 ir joeurney tc the United States (lower right).

woons low cbocrd the eirship cs
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liason officcrs loft). Plots of nirefields mde by the airship
%~ el . el e Y A il F ) o ATA
( 3 char h Ge surrcnderocd of the ficlds

e i 3
o balz | T4 ~ (o wr C y
Qe 0XOoC C_USCGLY WlbLil L IVO il L

Qi1
N e - g 7 pre ~ o 1) e HEY o - R : 9 A
iﬁi uhu GO0 .J'L'.'tur..:. 1210 —i[ul:.- kL'p -.o-‘_:;:lt ! Wasg o.0Cuv L flilo TK'H
: ©

vhio fdrcd leoning tower and i

|
c*
b=

town wheore Blinpron personnel

A 4 v s

— VOl g

LI RON L4 IN ITALY

(&

m ma o /RESTRICEER. 2w



e - wr & s . .
ime fow orators on the b
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(lu‘ru‘ —: b a\JS] o t li

of LL.:}L:- ovm (1) it weo _ g 1
fuel) and (2) Bono Cornans in mriso t
rifiod by it; they triod to (ig foxholes whon it ecno over, Fir
fob £or tho cirship ot Pisa wans to ald in cutting of chonnols in
Gonoge 2art of this horbor is shvwm in J.otngrlon ot top right,
British officoxr in chargoe of oreration aftor 2is first rlight suld
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Of{icors e oroo CGround Debpot No.
personnol, For both 'r."ucu“; and ron this wes loccted in ¢ Un-
iversity bullding (top loft) whiecli hod been built in'"Eprn c;.:cis‘::i :
ZIEV’-'.-I-.E&‘ _imﬁ Li‘ A‘.'s.l_"lf_‘_?‘.-:', Z“i.'" }:.‘T;o::j:.-jy (top :.r;:‘.+a,r} o FParts of

Pisa had been donolisiod by fighting wihrich hod roged aoross the
/rno river (lower photo), The orny :‘;—é;“:'-;:.g = tolephone to
n Pisc ficld which Spec oOF The cdctochaant 21s
slicok on"the ficld whlaoh w 135 t1¢ '_1;:-3-; gince it w8 ronoved fron
the nast, On liberty ecrcws teld Legiicrn, ;,.-:;r;:;cc: cnd took

Y. Since Pisa was only 4 hour

Tflights in B1l7's over sou

ight tine frdm CuoXrs, :ost rointononece work was porfoimned cn tho
ship in France,
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At Port Lyrutey, the nost frightening spcetaclo during Moroche-Juno
porinl was the loas of tho K-109 which wes ccught in poworful up-
drotd on Ficld llo, 2, torn fron the nost and corpleotely dostroyod
26 YMcreh 1945, The two enlistcd nen who wore con pressure watoh ot
the tirc scid tho winds wore so viclont that they lifted tho rast
off‘tho ground as tho ship kitel to o werticcl position./ftor kit-
ing,the ship was slaprod to tho ground; the ncst tiprced ovor and

tho »lexiglass in nose of "ship wes sixrshed cond ouwtrigpgors on stor

boerd cnginc broken loose, 'lwn ship bouncod intc alr, mon wlved
it baok t9 ground cnd Jjuiped fron abdut 30 fest,./s ship Alt onginc
droppod off cnd it burst into ‘flenes, Donald Davis ,illo, who was
on sily nade tho cbove skoteh,Hore ship hos rison for soocond tiic,

BLIMPRON L IN IT.LY con §E§IRL£J ED FPAGE 16



mhs fire consunied the K=109 in wbout 2 —inutes (0p)e Twisted baso
girders on most indieatc violence of wind (lower loft). Mast on
vhioh K=-130 was moored on sare field wns dragged 225 yards. Skid
marks {l{j-‘.'fﬂl‘ right) indicate that wheels of this :net lcft ?I':ru*h.'..
Offidor and 2 non Juived frorr thils siip wien they saw K-109 blow
awvay. Only danoge to =130 vas c;hc:ad roder het, bent propellors,
Violence of wind was largoly unexrloined=-=highest wind recorded by
geroclogy 1 1ille away was 35 lnots.
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The K=1li cnd K-89 arrived in Port Lycutey on 1 Moy from the States
as replooenents for the K-123 anéd E-~109, Ferry routc used for érig-
iral six ships wos not-used. Bermudz, instcad of Kew Foundlond, was
firat stop. Blirmpron 14 orcws picked Up ii:e two shins in thé Azores
whioh had beon flown fron Lakeaurst,lH.d. to Wedkswville, 11.C. tO
Bemude to the Lzoros by orews fron the States.The 1861-nile hop
from Bermudn to Azoros wos longest cver iwde by E=tyue alrshlna,

it takeoff fron Bermwude each ship ecarried 1365 gellons of fusl,.The
flight was ppde in 29 J.éz hours~-naking average ground speed just
over 60 lmots, Above, the K~89 lends at Fort Lyautey. Provaillng
gasterly winds bLetwecn Azorcs ond Jfrieca slowed avelrage ground spood
to L4 knots for thils lug,
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o K=89 and =11, cre shown(top left) during their stovover on °
Kindley field in Bermuda for fuel, Their next stop was tho Azores.
Final anti-subrarine operntions performed by Blimpron Uy airships
in the approaches to the Stralt of Gibraltar ceatered around

e
c
gearoching for"Schnorolkeling”™ U~boats, Photo to
T

p right vaus talen
fron airahip training with Italian subnarine fitted withl duny
T = 1 ot

"Sclnorekel”, On liberty, orows based at Port Lyautey visitod

Rorcn muins at Volubilis (lowor left). o reduce risk of injury
which rigiers woridng ctop edrshins on Tort Lyautey fiold fuood,

P e

y b o

airship wes
(lowex right
rigier from
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On 7 June, ZP), norlked its rirs
anniversary ovorseas.Samuel Rone
nicks, baker attachod to aquadron
provided the ocake whieh was out

by Chief Rlgger W, F, Melonson us
E&pt, Rixey cnd squndron vatchod,

A speclel issue of "THE BAG! nows
- - '

shaet issued thrice weakly

bagk of 37‘3“, list (t“ oon

E
l‘-":

wa

o

mpsY) was printed souvenir of
the oocasion (rdght } .
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restrained.
porsonnel
~tion (lowox photo).
ac i I ¢s in a spocial
perade through the streets of Toulon ht). Flight crew
pnembers in Pisa reld about tho surronder of Germnny in the "Theo
Stars and Stripes¥(top left),., iAs part of the Vi celebration in
Frenoh liorocco, a Port Lyautey c ir:h...g flow over Casa Blonoa, Rabat
and llelnes strecaning LA L’IU.‘LJL & banne

2 3
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