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Qag:ggi ons" is Vol, II of "EIIEEEQD
dgzaﬁég%g 1ssuad ust 1 These booklets have beén
ue (]

fulfill in art the hiatorical funation oEtlihéd

in Chief of Nava Operation's "Manual Hlstorioal
(Navier ON=25Q % x

It is gntilcipated that this series of photographic
»ocklets will continue to be issued periodically as part of
the permanent history of the squadron,

Thia booklet covers the periocd from 1 August to 31
Qetober 1944, The significant sgquadron operation during this
period was the aerial mine gpotting in cenneetion with Joint
mine sweeping operations along the southern coast of France
which began 14 September., This was the first time that an
sirship had worked jointly with surface craf$ in sweeping
mines, Therefore, this issue 1s centered around that maneuver;

Important events oceuring at the main operational
base at Port Lyautey, French Moroeco, during the period are
pletured on pages 22 and 23,

During the closing days of -#ctober, one airship was
ordered to Bizerte, Tunisia, Although this ﬁlimp did not arrive
there until 3 November pictures of the initisl phases of that
operation have been includad in the final pagds of $his bookletl,
4 subsequent booklet will deal fully with these operationa,

Cuers, France M. (Jg) R. 0. Kline,
A2 USNR,
Photographic Of ficer

COVER ZHQTOGRAFH

Blimp X-112 being undocked from hangar at Cuers,
France, during @Gctober 1944,
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Bighteen days after the liberztion of the French naval
port of Toulon--l4 Sept. --two Elimpron 14 combat air crews &ar-
rived at the Cuers rigid zirship "zcrodrome™ 11 miles northeast of
the Lort to set up an expeditionary blimp base. The 1: men and

8 oli1icers, the must and acccssories vare flowmm on an HOD from
Port Lyasutey in & swift = cove which ''as mede n 1< hours pnotica.
Sinaing ancaor holeus in the rocky esurth of the Alpine foothils
w.g tough, slow work, aud gosthole diggers vere roudy t0 ce sur-
veyed when the job was done. To specd the work, dyncmite 1=1t
beh.nd by retr.oting CGermans was used to blast the anchor holos.
Cruwmumbers (cbove) wateh a charge set ofi.

MEDITEREANEAN OFERATIONS CRES’TNG'FED AL  Peged




Cuers-Pierrefeu aerodrome (above) was built at World
War I's close as an elaborate rigid airshiyp establishment with
hydrogen gasometers (foreground) and two large hangars. The
hangars have door sills of 120 feet, are approximately 800 feet
long and 130 feet high., Except for the engines for operating
the doors and leaky roofs, both were in good condition. Four
hangars were dismantled in Cermany to build these two as pert

of reparations payments, Last airship to use the field before
the arrival of the K-112 was the Graf Zeppelin in 1929, 0Oec-
cupying Cermans used the field for operational training of
dive-bombing units.,

upizerranean operanions ¢ RESTRICTED: ¢ raze o
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land mines reportedly were reucved
from the fleld .nd vicinity before it beccme operational 29 Aug.
48 lute o8 the middle of October,Germ:n  risoners still ore de-
mining vineyurds surrcunding che zerodrome (lover right). Three
Spisfire squadrons were flying strafing ciscions from the rield
hen blimgtK-llz arrived (top photo). Squadron personnvl insjzct

(lower left) monuments to DIXMUDE--rizid airship lost in 1885
while operuting from Cuers. A French scuadron of Walruscs occupied
hangar ot left., Blim_ ron storeroums were locatsd in this honear,

wintreneavean opseazzons ¢ oRESTRAGTERD ¢ puce
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After 25.5 hours flyinz time, the K-112 (zbove) londed
at Cuers 1icld at 1831A 17 Se. t. aAustralicn S:itfire scuzdron men
groundhandled the shi,. An overaight stop was mad: at Cran where
the before-dawn takeoff =as zccom lished with 15 mun--7 of them
members of tho ferry crew, Eecause of rocuired flying in "eor-
ridors?, the rlignt covercd 851 nouticsl miles., The K-109 zr-
rived 24 Oct. Crew which flew the initial ferry flicht (rizht):
stunding (left to right) Lt. (Jg) ¥. F. Gasncr, Lt (%;) Lo Do,
Russell, Comdr, K. J, Sulliven, Lt. J. J. Zerefooty (kneeling)
Louls Brodsky, CBM; J. Grimaldi, Aidfl/c; ¥William Nicol, AMML/&;

L. W, aAblstrand, BMl/c; ¥. J, Platt, 4Ril/c; H. B, Israel, AFME/e,

oLl GpEuTias ¢ ORESTRICTED = e
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French and British units bes £ Cuers cu-operited vhole~
heartedly in .hu estieblishment of tlim aciiitics on the ficld,
Australisn "fitters" (mechinics) bov provided fuuline facilitics
until thedir squudrans PL_L*t&d i hen an United Stutus army <ir-
sga rescus unit fuel truck was used, Geosoline--100-cctane--1as
houled from Toulun in uD-~hl,un drums (lower rifnt). F. C. gmith,
ACMM, und CeQrpge A. nmrrid, Ml/e, foshicned 2 work platform for
engine checks I'rom scrzp metil found cround the eirficld (Lowmer
left). The ship was put in the hangar fur 120-hour cheeks,

MEDITERRANEAN OYERAZIONS  © O REQPRICTED© 2uee
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German soldiers who had been eaptured near Suers z few
waeks before aided flight crews in ground-~handling operations
(lower left), These prisoners were used only for landing and
focking operations, Flight crews handled the ship on take-offs,
Ogcasionally, a single olgaret was given to each prisoner
and French guard after completion of a landing (lower right),
Australian and French enliated men acted as ground-handlers during
tha firet few days of operation in southern Franece (top photo).
German prisoners also were used to de-mine areas near the field,
On moonleas nights, flashes from artillery on the Italian frond
75 miles away coula be seen by personnel on pressure wateh,

\EDITERRANEAN QPERATIONS  © o MEDIBHMENL © Baa s
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Se¢lectiun of wne of the docks for use automotically re-
sulted in nexing it "Dock No. 1", the doors of whioh were put into
operation 18 Sept--for the first timg in years, Before the hangar
was , recored for use, o mine dis,os:l ofiicer ins; ected 1T thor-

oughly for "booby tr.,s"

s, DNotining wes found exce;t Cerman "YNo
Smokingh signs (lower ceater). French civilians (top photo) 2ided
in the clecring of years! sccumilation of debris pnd Ulock and
gucsla was rigzed for luverige. Ezcliinery desi=ncd to cpurats tho
doors was inoperctive (lower right),. i4n jmerican tonk lobbed The
shells w.ich ,us ths hole2 in thu deoors, Thesz cid not intizters
with the opering opovstion or do eny dama:ze insiqa tha 5 Qg ov 15
Qpening and® cloging the ducrs becime o S-mimite ojeruticn =it The
permanient -Puacatus--coble and bloek rigged to be us.d with tracte

MEDLIERF-NEAK OQPERATTIONS
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Ring bolts along the sides =pd in the deck of the hongar
were cdapted wasily to the mooring lines of the K-11Z2, 4 z5-foot
rigid airshi_. platform (left) w=s in zocd condition znd used ex-
tensively for inspection of nose and t2il ossemblics. Trim of
the shi; wes altered to bring the ship, within reach of the plat-
form, A trough in the center of thc hangor deck (con be scen under
pletform above) simplificed problem of keo, ing cirship wheel cent-
ered. The five catyalks uzeross the to, of the hanger wwerc thor-
oughly Ins,ected und cleared of debris bofore the ship wis docked,
Note nole in hanger roof at right. Water was ;iped into hanpar bdut
there wWere no electrical connections.

MEDITERRANEAN OPERATIONS ¢ o M¥ERA RIGTED:  pesv 11
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Flight oper.ticns in southern France reguire close
scrutiny of the weather becnuse of the violance of "mistral”™ vinds.
Communications setup made it difficult to reccive rosulurly fore-
c.sts from ilursellle. Durins the s—-cond weok in fOcetol.r, vy
aePulogy unit was astoblished in the stecl “nd concrete tower On
Cuers iield (toy ,hoto). A schedule of two mais d.ily Zir
1€ Oct. In the photo lower left (1:ft to rizht): L. J, Pice
AERM1/cy W. E. Oriner, ART1l/c; J. L. Whitsell, AVRIMG/c; *n \ N
fussone; Lt. P. N« Retsonj J. V. Duogin, ASRMI/c§ N. Sombor -
ME/c; V. Lo Pricst, AERMU/c.

MEDITERRANEAN GPRSRATIONS G RES‘FRK:T E L I'e 2




The "mistral® is a viclen®, hard-towpredict northwest
wind of southern France which rises rapidly and persists for cne
or more days, The three "mistrals" which the K~112 rode out
during ‘'the firgt six weeks operations lasted about 24 hours,
Higheat steady winds were 45 knots, and gusts reached 60 knots,
During such "riding out"; a cable was rigged from the base of
the mast to the taxi wheel to insure that the ship would not
blow away from the mast in case it broke loose (right): Two
offisers and four enlisted men stood pressure watches during
high winds in order that rip cords could be manned quidkly; Fall
rains (top) at times slowed ship handling but never interfered

with flights.
MEDITERRANEAN OPERATIONS c o RESPRIETER:  2ags 28



Ifission of blis
arly flights Lroved the

o' eX._. rim<nt ..J‘C'it:d
into miRCaluLdao Lust__l
rear window in photo it
gulidance of small boats
ing confercnce on Jeep ho
QLthaJua day's wmissicn

ficer (sccound from righ
-‘)1) LEY to relay mesSs_ges
(lovwer left) were usud ©

MEDITERRANEAN OPERATIONS

»S in South Fruncc s to plot mines.,
airship id-:] for the assinment, and
it =lso idczl for culding swweps safely
tion of luudspeaker (czn bs Sceon 4in
left) proved indis;unsable in the safe

to suspected mines (top photo). In bricf-

od \lclgr right) Comdr, E. J. Sullivan

with mineswecyp liason officer. French

t) during flights menned rodio =nd lowd
to French nincsweeps. Cerman buoys

o murk pines, Note w;tur-fili.A ballisr o2
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-n blinp and mine
under a2dvers.

Y «-0 Dl.cSe
creW, Ilimp
ted by glimo,

First combined swecping operction b
SWeeLS ever attenmptel becan mornins of 1o Oct
it

weather {lu.rr ,..Ovu) —""..':ilxuga C\-r\) 3_-.,1;3, vis l
Qhﬂtu (rifhtf shows how wmoorel mine looks to 214
ated first pine 1 ! 1
arked this nine with 5 Frunch-monnes
S's into fiuld, Luirge ;hoto shows L minusweusps moking L rat
near Ilore on wkich ine nine wos cut. Two more woare cut
v llneswee,8 rotussted o.crutions be deld j until next 4w
use visibility was so low that n xi"'ti-"_l Jarings on coust
:iius wey could rot be tikan. Ozcrition wns Ccm;luuul 15 Oct.
(ateh from Commanl ur Escort Swevper Grour “escribing o urntion
-byru,uCud on jLge 2.
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8C891, Frunch minned, scnk with gunfire mines cut by

the sweeps. Small ghotogroph is cluscup tzken from blingp of minc
being fired at in lorge photougraph. Hone of the 1S5 nines cut

A sunk ex loded, The o-doy vparation was cumplote succuss,
Waters within 1l00-fcthop curve betweun Tevulon 4 lfars.ille vere
plotted Juring first 6 wecks. One plotting mission--in Gulfl of
Juan--vius within £6 1:iles of Italian bzttlefront. Waters of Etang
au Berre were swept preiindnory to setting up secplane buscs

LEDITERRANEAN opERaTIONS ¢ o RESTRICTED:  pese 22
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Althcugh mine ,loit 4
of detachment in ¥France, tH0 a3
during first six veseks, On 2s
set 17 &t entrence tc Toulon T 4
marines from entering., ©On a rsL et y
was photogra hed in cunnectl surveys for the recunstruction
of the city., The Under Prefoct of Toulun in gp;recigsion ~rd
tthe blimp « + « has pericctly Dulfdiiled ths mission nad siven
her." Lower phuto is §y_ < taken on tiais mission. Upper jhoto
shows small harbor blocked py ship in waich 7 mines werl repurted
by bliwp <uring serly o, er.tiuvnal {ligi
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Livinz .t Cucrs .urins the 1irst
g8 fav 2oys fa02 cansistad
roal was traus, orte? Ir o Port Lyzutoy by lang
Lovat vy foeilities ¢ msisted

niiti.ns. F.r

tions. .11
Juer left).

o wre 1IN l'fi_lﬁh

LY S Tihewd e

L sy "ON. cuf KR

f utsiie artisizn

1ls (upper catiter). Ca: nder Sullivzn (u-por rizht), ss 414

11 hands, woesael his wwmn clothes.
ety set u. (lover richt).

- " .utill:.-{u”

Sueh no

-Ssitics JL lifc =8
During spoare uooents

Lhlie=wary erews went souvenir hunting (up.er left). Firoplaoce wood
§ Jbtalned tron Gurien foxholes (lower cuniter).
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Officaers livel in vill:z formuerly cccugic? by Gorman « fricer:
(upper photogreih). 4 Fr uch form fonily occuiic? jort .f the villa
vwiileh hul vlectricity but n. - ther .lern ¢ nvanicncos. Yhan the
K-109 crrived 24 Oct., an ther villc necrby wos obtained. Dnllisted
nen livel in .ne secti.n .f Pronch cnliste? zen's borrncks (lorer
plito). Bhip's cu k repared cilisted uzuanl's chuw, Officors cu ked
am Letls fur first six weelkx wiith il -f £ Fruneh ? nestics.
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The "original? all-huands at Cuers detichment--the first
thruece crews to serve there: stinding, left to right) Lt, W. M,
Bishop, Rod. Elec, A. M. Pontus, Lt (jg) W. F. Casner, Ens, Chal-
per Litteral, Lt. H., F. Bogren, Lt (igi E. R. McMillon, Lt (Jg)
E. B, Russell, Lt., Comdr. Oscar Loeser (present on inspcction tour),
Cﬁ‘mmaur E‘.a Jo S‘JlliV&'l, Ltl J. I:'-I E: L‘iOUt, Lt (Jg) ».ﬁ. E::t Ir.'.-
land, Ens. R. T. B2ory, Ens. F. J. Kroll, Ens. W. K. Kauisur, Ens.
As W, Hogedorn., Xneeljing (left to right) S, E. Rezce, CBM, R. J.
Varce, ARMZ/c; A. D. Tpudeau, iRi/c; F. J. Plett, iRMl/c; Willicm
NiCOl, JC&/C; LI t.:n :;‘lSEI'CIId, 31‘1/‘:; H- Ae Fnigt..r, :1.?11/0; ﬁl:‘:l
Tsrael, ARMZ/c; Joseph Geim:=1di, :A18M/c; G. A. Harris, A/c; .
G. H, Hetzel, 8CZ/cj; J+ P. Shimkus, ARTl/c; A, B. Milinowicz, AMM-

2/c; Donald McEachern, ARl/c, E. E. Eradshow, AlZ/c; Poul Bolda-
sare, ARKS/c; Manuel Popastergion, #RiE/c; Jomus L Dreher, AOM2/c:
J. W. Mursh, AMM2/c; Louls Brodsky, CEX; not in picturc P.G. Spith,

ACMM,
uppiTerRANEAN opzrarions ¢ o RESTPRIETED - Pags 21




while the mincsweeping operation was belng conductend
along the southern coast of Frince, -irships rcmaining at Port
Lyautuy continued thelr special equiyment Barrier flights in
the Strait of Gibralter. 4 freck plasting accident 15 Scpt. &
Port Lysutey temjurarily grounded the K-101. Two =-pounc stons
ware hurled through envelope of shii which hed been moved O
what was considered by C.B. unit 20ing clasting as safic ared.
Quick reaction by all bands scved the drship. fbout 80,000
ocubie feet of hellum were losi. On 21 Oct, purging and repal?

work on K-101 was continuing.
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During last week in August, airships began operating
from C, B,~consteructed field atop hill west of Craw field (lowag
On 1

photograph), Blimpron offices can be seen at lower left,

Cot, command of Blimpron 14 changed, Comdr, E, J, Sullivan (left
raph) was relieved as squadron commander by Lt, Comdr,

in top photo
P, 5. Rixey %right) in ceremonies conducted on the airship field
Lt, Comdr, Rixey was ordered to Blimpron 14 from

at Port Lyautey,
Blimpron 12 where he also was squadron skipper, Commander Sulw
livan became Air CGroup Commander (LTA) on the staff of Commander

Fleet Alr Wing 15, operational command under which Blimpron 14
operated,

MEDITRARANEAN QPERATIONS C O NRESPRIOTHM  Page 23




During last week 'in October, Blimp K-109 was opdered
from France to Bizerte, Tunisia, for mine sweeping operations. The
last stick mast remaining at Port Lyautey was flown to Bizerte by
PBY5A(above being loaded§ and F4D. This mas. was erected at
Sidi Ahmed field southwest of Bizerte (loer right). Fecause water
level was so close to earth's surface, timber deadmen, instcead of
iron anchors, were used to anchor the mast, Thrue 8N bty 8" timbers
7 feet long wnich were sunk 5 feet were used as deadmen., FRaech

deadman was test pulled at 7,000 rounds.

ueprzerruNeAN opzRatIons ¢ o RESTRICTED:  puce 2



The X-109 arrived at Sidi Ahmed Iield 3 Nov. aftor
an B-hour flight from Cuers (to. ,hoto) with Lt. Comdr. F. S.
Rixey, squadron skiprer, (right in thoto at left) as pilot. Com-
mander Sullivan discusses flight with him, War-damaged airship
hungers at Bizerte (lower right) had no covering on doors. The
dour sill was about 100 feet. Two flight crews from Port Lyautey
were flown to Bizerte. These, with the feriy crew,made & S-creow
detochment there. Loudspeaker from K-112 was ,loced in K-1089 for

the Tunisian operatiuns, e
worrmramEay opsrazions ¢ o n MESIRICTED  page £
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