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STORY !,!! PICTURES 

"BLIMPRON let OVERSEAS"· tells in pictures th& story 
of the movement of Bfi'mp_squadrc,n l 4 from the Sta.tea to an 
operational are& overseu . 

'l!hia aeries or photocra.phs has been pl anned to 
fulfil l three neods t 

First, 1 t records for nava l and air ship his tori cal 
purposes the et ory ot tbB first DJ:>velll8nt ot o.n entire ope l'­
atinc blimp squadron from the States to an overseas tfieater 
near an act1vo war zono. 

Second, this "photocraphic essay" demonstrates the 
seldom considered mob1li ty or a blimp squadron . 

' 
Third , those pictures illuetrat& tho problems mid 

tbe' 11'hows11 of the movonnnt- - how tho coo.r was ho.ndlod in tran­
~it J .how the mete wore er cctod ; how tho airships and crows 
arrived; how oporationa woro started. 

, ainoo tho Squadron pho tocraph io detai l (Stophcn c J. 
Kuba.rych ,. Phom/ o) o.ocompo.nicd the o.dvnnoo unit , tho photo • 
cr apha cantor a.round thO o.ctivitios of tho.t c r oup of 22 of­
ficors and 62 mon. But , sinco the oxpe riences or this o.d­
vanoe unit woro oesontially tho sal!IO as thoso or tho eroup 
which followod it, tho pho toe;raphs dopict aooura tol y tho 
act1vit1os ot tho ontiro movement . 

1 fweust l944 
Port Lyo.u.toy, 
Rronch Jt>rooco · 

Oover Photocrnph , 

Lt. (Jc} R. c. Kline, 
A. (V) N, USNR, 
Photoero.phio Offioor 

- 'llho K-13.0, with Commo.ndar E. J. Sullivan , squadron 
sld.ppor on tho o l evator , starts l andinc approo.oh o.t Cro.w 
Fiel d , lort Lyo.utoy in French 1'broeoo l Juno 1944 . 'lho K-123 
is in tho bo.ckaround . •• 
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BLIMPRON ·14 TRANS-ATLANTIC fllGHTS 
MAY-JULY 1944 

798 MILES 

,lWEYMOUTtt-ARGENTIAJ, 

BLIMPS DATE HOURS AV. G.S. 

K-123 28·29 16 49.8 
K-130 MAY KNOTS 
1(•111:r 11- 12 16.3 48.9 
J(-134 JU NE 

K·ll2 27·28 11.4 70 
K·IOI JUNE 

Eh!fil!! FACT S 

AV, R.P.M.• 1400 
AV. ALTITUDE ' ~00 FEET 
AV. FUEL I. OAD 

AT 'T AKEOl'f' : 1150 GALS. 
AV. HOURLY FUEL 

CONSUMPTIOtt' 30 GALS. 
CREW: 4 OFFICERS, S MEtt 
NAV10ATION' RADIO AIDS, 

DEAD RECKONING, RADAR, 
CELESTIAL 

AIRSHIPS AVERAGED 3,J0CK.BS. 
HEAVY AT TAKEOFF 

J.WEYMOUTH--AFRICA!. 
BUIIPS 

K·l23 
K-130 

1(-109 
1(-134 

K·ll2 
K·lOl 

'o? <t, .,( .. 

DATE HOURS Ill. G.S. 

28 IIAY 58.7 53.8 
I JUNE KNOTS 
II JUNE 88.4 46 
15 JUNE 
27 JUNE 52.1 60.6 

l JULY 

STRONOESTWIIC)S 
HERE 13· 14 JUNE: 
~8 KNOTS ON 
STARBOARD 
55° LEFT OR 

SEAM 
IFT 

o~ 
:!: ,U.IH 

-

lARGENTIA-AZOR ES• 
RAIN SQUALi.i 

BLIMPS DATE HOURS 

K·IZ3 30·3I 22. 'I 
K- 130 MAY 
IC: 109 13-14 27 
K-134 JUNE 

l<-112 29-30 20,9 
l\·101 JUNE 

All G.S. 

07. 1 
KNOTS 
47. 4 

61.2 

10&3 IHUS 

AZORES-AFRICA 

BLIMPS 

K·ll2 
K•JOI 

DATE HOURS AV. G. $, 

JUNE' 
30 JUNE 19. 8 54.7 
l JULY 
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An ndvoncc unit of 22 off'icers and 62 mcn--four 
combat air crows and skeleton r,i.aintonanco units--loft the 
Naval Air Station L,T .A. (Wooksvi+lo) Elizabeth City, N.C. 
·15 !lly'l944o These men sailed aboard tho u.s.s. Rehoboth, -
AVP#60• tho followin13 d!i.y from J\l:orfolk, Vo.. La to on 23 May, 
bliop personnel aided the ship 1s company in'prcparation f'or· 
unloading gear o.t tho Azores. H. Ro Wolter, blimp ro.dioman, 
(o.bovo., 1cft). helps hoist helium bottles from tho forw!:U'd hold 
of tho seo.plnne tender. Tho second "wo.ve" of 35 officers and 
139 mon made tho trip on tho ~ssion.Bo,y,. escol;'t carrier, 
lo~vine Now York City aa Mil.'! 4.4. 

BLIMPRON li OVERSEAS PAGE l --
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An Unit od sto.t es Cll'ay lich ter took i.oo bottlos ot 
helium c.lid t wo· stick masts as h.ore flt Tcrce ira, one of tho 
Azores· island s, tho mornine; ot.{24. J::c.y. A c=co not fill od 
v,ith hollUQ.·bottles (o.bovp) is lo\'1orod to tho lic;htor from 
tho Rehobot h. Pro.lo. do. Vict oria., port · a.t vrhich the 1300.r 
wo.s lef t, co.n be see n i n the bo.ckryou nd . Low-ho.r-.einc cumul ous 
clouds obscured tho top~. o:t,. surr oundill(.l, hills o.t the t ime 
this picture vms tclcon . The ·sto p hero lasted · only o. f ew 
h ours. Af ter c oopl ction of the forr y fli c h ts, this coo.r wo.s 
stored on the islruid . 

BLI!iPRON M_ OVERSEAS PAGE 2 --
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Two officers end oie;ht men wont ashore w,i th the 
ceo.r at the Azores to mnko proparations for landing ~limps a.t 
La.(;ons Field durinc tho trans-Atlanti c ferry flights. Officor ­
in-ch:irgo was Lt . (je;) Willie Bishop. Lt. (jc) Don Winslo1v 
was aero locist. 'llhe nan (in boat o.bovo just before going 
o.shoro) v1ero ( loft to rie;ht) John T. O'Neill, Sl/ e; Vfillia. m 
A.. Dnnoa.n, Al!L13/c: Edwo.rd J; Mica.lo., AUJJ!2/c; Arthur F. Lons­
dale, CB?.If lforrnru1 o. l'farron, A1ill/c;-Lou1s F. Hirst, AEMl/c; 
John G. Taylor, ARTl/c· E. s. Brase. BMl/c. After completion 
of ferry flights, Lt. (jg) Winslow roturnen to Lakehurst; 
Lt (jg) Bitihop, and tho eight men prooooded to Africa. 

BLI11PRON 14 OVERSEAS 
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The Rehoboth {above) voya ge ended o. t noon 27 l.fny 
nt Co.so. Blnnco.1 French llorocco . D.lring the ten days of 
s mooth sa.111nc, blii;ip personnel aided the sh1p 1s coJ:lI)any by 
standing r o.dio o.nd l ookout wo.tches; others helped in the galley 
nnd first lieutena nt's offic e. Aa soon as the Rehoboth ho.d 
docked, unloo.d1ni:; operations started. Oeo.r was stacked on 
the dock whilo Morocco.n guards looked on (foregrou nd nbovo) • 

• •• J 

Aboard the Mission Bo.y. blimp crows kept busy, 
too--on r adio o.nd security watches and workinc in the bilges. 
Tro.ininc; classes wore hold and the carrier's aeroloe;ist de­
scribed for thee the climto of North West Africa.. ']h~ 
1-41.ssion Bay docked o.t Co.so. Blanca 6 J une . 

BLillPRON !,i OVERSEAS PAGl:. 4 --



'!here wo.s no delay in Casa Blanco. for the officers 
a.nd sor.>P .-.r the mon in the o.dvn.nce unit. Gear was loaded 
aboard heavy trucks , officers 11.nd soce ev3n clitib ed atop the 
loads and a rougb BO-ml.le ride north to Port Lyo.utey began. 
This contingent arrived at Craw Field, just north of Port 
Lyautey, o. few hours a.fter the Rehoboth hlld arrived at · Cnsa 
Blan011-. Because of crov,ded conditi ons o.t Craw .field, 46 men 
reoo1ned in c~so. Blo.nou until o. construction battalion coved 
from the Port Lyo.utey air field. Officers checked their gea~ 
(o.bove) nt tho dock. Lt. J. A. Priory (without blouse looking 
a.way frou cOJUera) was in cho.rge of the Rehoboth unit. Lt. c. 
F. Wilcox, eloc tronics off'icer, ha.s his bock to caoera. 

Lt. A. R. McCnusla.nd was in cho.rge of the Mission 
Bay Group. These men arrived at Port Lya.utey 7 June. 

BLIJ.il>RON !1_ OVERSEAS PAGE 5 --



Erection of sticlt oo.sts 11t Cr11w Field 11t Port 
Ly11utey started tho d11y o.fter tho 11rrival of the o.dvo.nce unit-­
as Juno 1944. Threo d!lys ·lator -- 30 J\lne--b oth msts wero 
up and reo.dy for 11irships . Tho oosts were located on the 
southeast corner of the field near tho French H. T.A. ho.ngar . 
This origino.l l anding 9-roo. ror bllcps becacil the field used 
for upkeep of blicps. 

A cr.ane truck (above) is being used to ~ove 11 ditch­
diac;er wlµch was used to dig holes tor the guy wire anchors. 
This equipment, borrowed frott Construction Batt11lion uni ts 
at the air station, sped tho erection of the oosts and !:lade it 
unnecessary to use the Jin pole. Crates (right) woro used by 
enlisted nen to build lockers for thoir tent quarters. 

BLIMPRON !! OVERSEAS 
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Bos •n Boyd H. Stli th (hll!lds on hips, l ooking upwa.rd) 
suporvisod the erect ion of t he oo.sts . Lt. (j13) I. c. Pho.res 
(with T-shirt and· sun helnot) a.ided , l'lith ot.hor officer s in 
the a. dvanoe unit , in puttinc up the r.msts • 

Concrete dcndLlen v,ere not us ed to anchor the f!}J-Y 
wiroa . The telephone polo anchors included in the r.10.st a.s­
secbly were sunk 8 feot. These held sa.tisfa. c torily on one 
ma t, bu t on the other thoy worked l oose after severa.l weeks 
use . This mast wa.s tukon down after arrival of mobile 1:iasts • 
Tho six•in ch posthole d1agors i ncluded with the ma.st asset.lblioa 
v,ere too soall to die holes f'or tho ancho rs. Ten-inch diggers 
a.re requ ired • 

BLIMPROU ll OVERSEAS p;.oE 7 - -
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While tho proporations for the nrrival of tho blimps 
were being rode in ,\fricn , sir.11lo.r work wo.s being done on 
the ,\zeros . Two stick tlllsts wore s e t up at Le.gene Field on 
Torooirc. Island of the Azores group . Lt. (jg) Wil l ie Bishop 
directed this work and r:10.de propo.ra.tions f or landing o.nd 
handling the six ships ferried o.cross . The ltmdinc party here 
wc.s mo.de up of "Seo.bees" f'ro1:1 the no.vo.l o.ir i'o.cili ty • 

Blicps reClCl.lned horo only long cnoue;h for refueling, 
chockinc eneines , topping up wi thholiut1 and changing crews • 
The first two airships landed here 31 May; the second two 
arrived 14 June , and tho last two June • 

BLIMPROU !,! OVERSEAS 
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7oq1 ,09 . 
These ere the crews which flew the airships from South 

Weymouth to A.rgontia. 'Ihe seoond 798-raile flight was r.inde in 
zero-zero conditions by those crews. 

· (Left picture) Standi?JS let't to right: Lt. (jg) c. H. 
Wolfarth, Aspinwall, Penn.;·Lt. \jg} J . J. Connery (in charge of 
flight) Jamt1ica flain •, iJfll.ss.; Ens. R, J. Myers, hied.ford, ifass . 
Kneeling: R. Ge Anderson, A'tiwfi?./c, El~hurst , L,I.; A. A.e · Kinsl:lllll, 
AOil2/o, Dorchester, !Gass,; E. A.. Boock, AR1ll3/c, Now Ultl, !Jinn . ; 
R, Pe Thull, ARlll./o, Rut;land 1 Vt.; S , L. Goldsmith , Abll,il]c, Los 
Angolne: (right picture) Standing left tti right: r7.Re Rediker, 
Ai'i!IZ/c, Lincoln, :Knn.; t:ns . D. D. Crowder, Richmnd, Va.; Lt ( Js) 
R.L. Kersey, (pilot} R1chL]2nd; ims, L,P , Tylenda, Lll.lwaukee; C,J. 
Der.ipsoy, ACRM, · Berkeley, Ce,J., ; kneeling loft to r.l.ght : .r.N.Will, 
AR?.13/c,·Qu.incy;.lie.ss, ; F.B.<>Schuler, AYN2/c, Easton, Pa.; E. o. 
Kinsley, BiJJ./c, Philadelphia • 

BLll,iPRON !i OVERSEAS 
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10 1, 
These are the two crews (o.bove) which tlaw the 

airships froo 1.re;entio : to tho Azores . On the threo ferry 
flish ts, each crew camber spent 70.3 hours in fl1E):l,t. 

· sto.ndillG (lo.ft to ric;ht): Lt. (je) A. r. r,brse -
USNj"AJ.o.J;ledo., Co.l.; Ens. A.~. Po.po.goo rge, USN, So.n Frru'lelsoo, 
CO.leJ Ens. Me Go.rnor; USN, Newport, N.C.; Lt. (jg) RiWe 
Goldstein, Clevelo.nd, o.; Lt.(Je) R, E. DoVore, Lincoln, Neb,; 
Lt. E. w. Stef fen, Seo.ttlo, Via.sh. 

· Kneeling (lett to risht): F.A. Bo.oh, Al'U&3/c; Ozone 
Park, ·Long Islo.nd; E. J'.•Kru ege r, ARM2/o, Buffo.lo, N.Y.; o.-A. 
Sipes, "AJ:n,13/c, Bo.ltimore,_ l.fd.; w. D. V1lven,AR1!2Jo, Wo.ilogo, 
K.cinso.s; O, E. Belcher, ATu"i/c Pennington·Oo.p, Vo..; A. N. Gl:l.m-' 
bort, Bl:U/o, Teo.neck; N.J'.; D. LI. Rhodes, ALllll/c, Rocky Mount, · 
N.c.; P.·o. Appleman, ,'IJ!J5J./o, Clor1JOnt, Io..; A.. J. ·Eo.voy, A.mi'e/e, 
Hopewell, Vo..; R. L. Krniner, ARl!2/o, Baltil'loro, w. (Not in 
picture Lt. R, G. Hill USN.J 

BLil>!PRON ll OVERSEAS 
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Here are the first two airships moored on Lagens 
Field 1n the Azores the morning of 31 J.fay. Pilots reported 
that the cloud formations shown here were ever present over 
the island. The • longest any airship remained on this field 
was 8 hours. A total of 225 bottles of helium were used here 
in topping up the six ships . None was used at Argentia . 

i'he army weather service provided a weather plane 
for the Azores-Africa leg. This plane flew the route ahead 
of the blimps and sent weather to the blimp flight periodi• 
cally. weather for the Argentia•Azores leg was provided by 
a surf ace craft. 

BLIMPRON .M OVERSEA§ 



CBUIBml~D 

Horo 's the first K,,,typo airship to land outs ide the · 
Western Hew.sphere. The K-130, with CoCED.nder E. J. Sullivan, 
squadron colllClander, on the olovator; is mot by tho landing 
po.rty on Cro.w Fiold o.t Port Lyautey, French l\lorocco, l June. 
The 1o.nd1ng wo.s oor.1plo ted at ll05Z. Thus ended the last of 
three lees used in the 11..tlnntio crossing. A: difterent crew 
flew eo.ch leg . Since leavins South Wey1:10uth, · Ma.as. 2.8 l,!D.y 
the K- 130 ho.d been in tho air 58 . 7 hours •, and, durinc; the 
3,16~1:lile overseas trip,ho.d o.vero.ged 53 08 knots groun d 
speed . · 

A. 35- knot wind on the port beo.tt during tha Azores ­
Mrica 106 was tho stroneest wind enc ountered by tho K-130 
and K-123. Tho K• l30 led tho fl1cht, but each ship chocked 
on the naviGati on of the other . 

BLillPRON ,!! OVERSEAS 
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Coi:=nder Sullivan cuts the forward ongino switchos a.a 
Lt. CoJ:Jdr. G. H. Winton (right) squadron executivo officer, 
waits to congratulcto h1a. The A..tla.ntic - crossing by this 
a.irship, a.nd the K- 123, a.lthough not os fa.s't a.s the third 
flight · of two bl1r~ps wa.s to bo , ha.d been Cl!lde vri thou t in• 
cidont . All gea.r opora.ted sa.tisfactorily. Avora.ee altitudo 
during tho flight wa.s 500 feet . During tho night, the 
two shins kept in contact by uso of ra.da.r a.nd voice cor.miun­
ica.t1on. Weather wa.s cood except for thunder nnd ra.in storms 
during the Azor es-Africa. log. Each blimp burned .on i;ivera.ge 
of 30 e:;a.llons of fuel ea.ch hour a.t the a.vera.ee R. P.u. of 1400 • 

BLIMPRON !,! OVERSEAS 
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c8A11BIUIED 

The crew of tho K-150 pose be.f ore tho bl1cp which 
r.io.do the f'i.rst trnns - !Ltl=t1c cross1ni:; . This p1cturo was 
token immediately nftor landing nt Port Lynutey . 

Standing (left to·ri(Jlt) Ens. ·Wo F. Gasner , USB, 
Brooklyn; N. Y.; Lt. (jg) Ee J. Russell , Toms R1vo~, H.J . ; 
Coodr . E. J . Sul.livo.n , USN,·squo.dron colJl3'.lnder; Denver , Colo .; 
Lt . Jo J e Bcrefoot , R!lleiflh , No C. ; L. Brodsky, CBM, Phil • 
adelphio. , Penn . ; 

· Kneeling (l eft to righ,t} H • E . Isreal , ·AR!:ta/o , 
Lllmar, Colo . ; · F. J . Platt, ARtU/c, ·Tronton , N, J.; J . •Gri-• 
r.ml di, AM!IO./o , USN, Brooklyn , N. Y.; w. Nicol , .uoo/o, USN, 
Sterl ing, Conn. 

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS - PAGE 14 --
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CRISifRJOIED 

Coonodor e a. T,. Owe:i (].of t), coar.innd'3r Fl oet Air 
Wing 15 , cong!'o.tula.tos Cor.1i:ic:i;Jor Sv.J.J.ivt:'.n on the first trans ­
Atla.ntic cros s in.3•b y a. K~ ·i;ype c.i r sh1p, . The lo.st biinp to 
wlce the crossinc;, tho K-Ll2 , r.w.de tho fas t est tine of any 
of the shi ps . · Takeoff tioo nt South Woyr.1outh, ?,1o.ss., was 
oaJ.5Z 2,7 June, a nd tho fina l la.nding was ~io.de itt Port Lyautoy 
a.t 114sz·1 July . This bliop was in 1ho o.ir 52 ol hours c.ver ­
c.gine so. s knots cround speed for the crossing • 

BLI~~RON ll OVERSEt.S 
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Lt . (jg) H. -D. Bly, pilot of the K-125, sr.liles o.t 
onloolcers o.fter lnndi.ng o.t Port Lyautey 1 June. Lt. { jg) Bly 
wns the officer in charco of the second two flights of two 
airsh1psench on tho Azoros-.U'ricn leg. Ens. Willinm Kn1ser 
co-pilo t , is in the forward lookout positi.on. This ship ho.d 
about 400 gallons of fuel rei:ninine; when this lnnding wo.s 
Lllldoe 

BLIMPRON M_ OVERSEAS PAGE 16 --
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Ens. w. H. Ireland, emerging tron tho "K•l2:5, oo.rrioa 
tho first t10.il to cross tho .'l..tlo.nt1o by airship. Thoso letters 
did not co.rry a spoc1al bliap co.chat. They ho.d boon forwo.i-dod 
to Lakehurst tor squadron porsonnol over seas o.nd wero pickod up, 
there o.t the start of tho fii-st flight across. 
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This is the crow \'lhich fle w the second ship on 
the initial Azores..Af'r1ca leg •• On the second two flights, 
this crew tleu the leading airship. 

Kneeling {left to right ) : Ens. w. H. Ireland, 
Canon City, Colo.; Lt. {jg) H. B. Bly, p1lot_i Cot1111erce, Tex. J 
Ens. William Kaiser, Freeport 2 Long Island; .t.ns. F. VI. 
Miehe, jr., USN, Staten Islanct, N. Y. 

Standing (left to right}: R. T. Hartley, .Am12/c, 
Neoorlt, N. J.; P. J. Galbr,eath, AmJ2/c, South Haven, Mich, J · 
w. J . Mussone, Am12?c, West Orange, r-r. J.; F. A. Lange, AlW2/c, 
Charleston, s. C.; V. M. Nauehton, BHl/c, USN, Gilroy, Cal. 

BLDjPRON .li OVERSEAS PAGE .1.§ 
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The first tt10 K•t:Y'PG airships to cross tho Atlantic 
here are ~ictured soon :!f'ter they had been moored at 
Port Lyautey. In the foregr o1111d is the K-130; the K•l23 
is in the distanco . Among or.lookers vrho gathered around the 
airships durinr, tho me.sting operati ol'.S ,rare French and 
Sou'th Af:l':l.oi;-,K,. ser,•izemen . The K-123 wns out on training 
flight tilo days after completion of the terry flight. Op. 
erational flights began the evening of 6 June . Note helium 
stacked around masts . 

!)LIMPRON l¼ O\IImSEA.S 
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Five days after the co t1plet1on of the tra.ns • A.tle.nt1o 
fe rry trip , the first operational flight in !forth Atrioa was 
flown . T.'le K- 12.3 is here taldng off on pntro l the night of 
6, June . Normal nic;ht patrol has been two airships, with two 
flying training hops during the day, The squadron also was 
assi gne d escort r.rl.ssions . 

DLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS - P.\GE 20 --



-------' 
' . 

A.t the end of the first operational flight, 
ComrJD.nder Sullivan leaves the airship . Operational flights 
averaf;e 14 hours w1 th four hours spent going to and from the 
area of patrol . 

BLilt!PRON ll OVERSEAS PAGE 21 --
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\ll,ork on mobile tw.sts began after arrival of the t1rat 
two bl10p11. Erection of these rnts was hai:lpered bf (1) damge 
to some girders inourred during transl t (2) lack ot spare bolts 
Md wrenches in mast assetlbliea, (S) lack of identifying carks 
on cor.:rponent parts of each oast. Crews (above) work on the 
first cast erected at Port Lyauter• There were no bolts in 
the lllllst aasetlblf shipped to Gibraltar. Du.ring the first 
tew weeks, operatiollll were carried on from the two stick mo.sts. 
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Ono month ntter the a.rriv<ll of the tirat two bl1cpa, 
the K~112 (r1G}lt above) lo.st of tho squadron 

I 
e six ebipa 

to oocplete thG tro.ns - A.l1ant1o night , 1o.ndod a.t Port Lyautoy 
o.t 114.SZ 1 Jilly . This photograph ahowe how oloeoly tho air ­
eh1ps were lo.nded and moored on th1e tell\POrQ.%'¥ ope r o.tinS field. 
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RESTR·IC,TED 
... 1-:-' .. -

This is the K.-112-- the first K.-'type airship to land 
on oontinento.l Europe •. Commander Sullivan made two landings at 
Gibraltar 18 July.in the initial service test· of facilities 
established there for handling airships. The 1 , 396-foot "·Rock" 
with its attendant wind "spill" coupled with the rudderman's _ 
ticklish job of avoiding.n eutral Spanish territory during . the 
approach~iakes a Gibraltar landing a task for seasoned pilots. 
Fifty ratin.;s · trom R.A.F. activities directed by an airship pilot 
and three t . T. A. enlisted men ground handled the ship. The 
landings were 1!18.de successfully in a 19-Jmot cross-

11
R6ok" wind 

and a · British Vice Air tushal taken for a short hop. A duty 
Bl1r.ip pilot is kept at Gibraltar for lio.son purposes ·. 
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Ma1ntonance and check work began as soon as the 
airships had been moored. In the photograph at left above, 
A. F. Trudeau AR1/c1 checks major controls of K-130 a 
tevt minutes alter completion or the terry night. At the 
right

1 
Trudecu re11laces a tail 11heel lost from K-101 during 

takeorf in .Tl::l.y. Fabric repairs to the fin also uere made 
rrom tho web ladder. Nu:nbcr ~lvo ·basa fin patches.au~the 
K,,,l30 uere replaced during July. 
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Electronics maintenance presented some ncm problems 
tor radio technicians. J. P. ShimkuS1 ARTl/c, (above right) 
makes electrical repairs from mb ladder held by maintenance 
riggers. Electronics shops uere located in tents (lef't) 
during the first s1.X week.!! operations at uhich time they­
were moved into a quonset hut in the maintonD.nce area. 
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. Electronics shops wero .f'irst set up in tents 1n 
the maintenance area. Lt. c. F. Wilcox (above), squadron 
electronics o.fi"icer, sw:iervises un-pac!ting of gear in one ot 
the nevtl.y-erected t ents, These shops later viere noved to 
$ quonset hut. Blimp;:,on 1<1-ts e:::perienee indicates a pre­
requisite for succGssful elect~pnics maintenance is the 
setting up of complete opercting spares of oach type gear 
used in airships. Such units, set up in shops, sorva as 
yardsticks for checking oporating gear. 
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All maintenance departments were ori ginally housed 
in tents . K. F. Ley (sunhelmet right above) ACOM1 loads 
ordnance gear. Principle ordnance problem revolved around the 
devising of-retro-acting fl.are chutes. Riggers (above left) 
fill spec1a1100 -pound containers of sand fashioned from 
small amount of fabric available. Shortage of sandbags created 
a minor problem during the first su weeks operations. 
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CONflDENTIAr 

• 

Tools for metalsmiths apparently were overlooked 1n 
the squadron's hurried departure lfrom the States. Band 
tools needed for required metal work were borrowed trom 
other navy activities and a shop set up in a tent. v. c. 
Timmerman ACM (right in photograph at right) supervises 
tack welding of pressure blower elbow made by this squadron 
activit t. Blimpron mechanics, limited to working during the 
day because of the danger of malaria infection pr esent at 
night, kept on schedule with periodic engine checks. F. R. 
Pekarek, ACMM, line chief (seated center above lett) and R. 
F. Carr1ere, ACMM, engineering chief (astraddle engine) 
supervise removal ot cylinder. 
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Purging of airships with the two portable hei1ulll 
pur1f1oat1on units began 18 July . Designed by · t.hft Bureau of 
Aeronautics and E. I. DuPont de Nemours and Co., Ino . , the 
purification units operato on the principle of selijctive ab• 
sorption of air from helium by refrigerated activated charcoal . 
'l'he pur1 ty of the K-130- - first · ship to be purge~ - was boosted 
from 93.oj to 95 a5% in 25 hours. Estimnted rate of purification 
was 7

1
000 cubic feet an hour a Three other ships Y1ere purged 

during the last two weeks of July . The ships e.re purged vlhile 
they are undergoing check and maintenance work . Linea wore rigged 
on a l!Qbile nlllst in such a ma.n,~or that the airship was free to 
swing 360 degrees . Lt . {jg) F ~ vr. H oI>ner supervised installation 
of the units shown above. _ 
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Late in July , a barrage balloon was rigged on a trailer 
as a nurse.balloon (above) to be used for (l) conserving helium 
vnlvod because of high field temperatures (2) co.rryir.,s helium from 
the ~!nten~.nce :u-ea to othsr fields !or topping up operations . 
on 30 J\l).y w::aen the field te:uperaturo reo.chod 10:!. degrees F., 
5 , 000 cu feet ?.1e!'e valve::l i::ito the br..J.loon from tho 11,-,::.12. Chief 
fo.ul t with the a ::,rang6~!lt 1•;0.s the ~lovm&ss wi ';;h v1hich the Homoli tc 
blower (Lt. Horner s~artir..g it upp~r lert) ez.hausted tho nurse 
bt\lloon when tho he'.'.l\.cn ·.•1:2s restored. ;;:, tho a~::shtp-.-34 minutes 
required. to o.dd ZrOOO c.ubic feet to 8~"lip (:;.ow,·r r1g~t). ·Topping 
up c,urihg' first two months oper.itions required l65i,OOO cu . feet; 
on Aug. l , the squo.d!.•on ho.d 400 _,, 000 ou. f't . on hand . 
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TroJ.ning accent wc.s on subl!!Ol'ine tracking with two 
or ttore oJ.rship_S . British o.nd French n to.J:!o" subs wero used {llbove 
loft) . At lea.st two ships always worked with the subs {c.bove 
right) to· develop teau,'l'ork and co•ordina.tion in tracking o.nd 
o.tto.cb:lng . 11G~ound wor1:"· included prnctice in visualizing track ­
ing tactics . _ ~ns . v. R.~Oustaf'son (seated left} and Ens . G. E. 
:>ov,cll {right) use tracking tr:::.iner. Oporo.tiono.l flying required 
constant low- o.l ti tude fligii:ts in restric tod o.roas o.nd in close 
proxinlity"to other airships~ Crews avoro.god 80- 100 hours flying 
per month . All officers in the sq_uadron .:•:\:ct;pt the c11pto.1n, · · 
executive officer a.nd opero.tiona officer stood pressure watche!!. . 
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Squadron warehouse was located in a concrete structure 
a short dista.nee off the air bnse. Lt, J , ·L, Coppock (right in 
upper photograph) , squadron supply officer, checks inventory at 
the we.rehouse, Cbll.ir in this· photo3rriph is one re11X>ved from ·the 
airs..iips for ferry flight , L. li, Peterson, SK2./c (lower photo) 
builds flight clothing locker from packing case while J, K, 
Vincent, CSK, talks with duty storekeeper, Othor Nnq =.nd Army 
activities in the orell-•~speoially Consbruction Battalion ~n­
tenanoe Un1~#566- - eased the problellla of supply which resulted fror 
the squadron's sudden departure from the States, 
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Reorea tion faoili tie:i at Port Lyau tey were used to 
coubat flight crew fatigue which resulted frora constant low­
altitude flying a.t night . Officers rented a villa (right above) 
at nearby ~ehdia beach for pilots (on steps) to rest at the 
day after a night flight . Housekeepers (on roof) inspect dacnge 
ehioh resulted when a gaa lantern being loaded by an Aro.b ser• 
vo.nt caught fire. Enlisted raen spent the 8- hour liberty which 
they rated every third day in Port Lyautey (left above) or at 
L!Ohdia beach . On the base blil'ilp personnel went to movies (

11
Shico 

on Hnrvest !J!oon11 2.9 July) or watched Joe Louis box after col• 
lecting his autograph (center above). Fast mail servioe --f1ve 
do.ys from the M, ddle wast• a:t tll..:les- - kept c r evi I s moro.lo high , 
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Officers and men took 15 1!11nutea of oo.J.isthonics 
each morning before tho squadron offices as po.rt of thoi r do.1ly 
a t.hlotic progrru:1. Athletic facilities at Craw field woro good. 
Blimpron aoitball too.cs placed high on station leagues. Tnroo 
officers and two con ooapoted at Casa Blanca in regional Allied 
sw11J1:iing moot in Ju1y. Tho sq!!o.dron•s 76 officers and llO cen 
and the A.,S,o, is (n-;iat1on so:?'.'Vice group) 9 officers. o.nd 128 oen 
kopt the squ~dron 1s th!'eo typewriters going constnntly in the 
effort tu keep nbro -1s t of 11·paper wor]j:11 (o.bovo). This lii:11 tod 
nu.r.lbor of typewriters slowed o.dr.linistro.tive work sowwhat . W.meo­
graph {in lower photog raph above) aided squadron work groo.tly !lhd 
was one of few avnilnblo on station. 
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lwrti.-•, ,. -

u·Advo.nce baseu. living conditions existed nt Port 
I.ynutey. Fi~st inspection of the enlisted oon 1s tents was 
hold in July {o.bove lcft)o Five oen--~il oecb ors of the snme 
cocbo.t air crew--li,..ed in ea.ch tent. So.nd o.nd dust wore the 
ohief.• P.roblems of the ~en livi ni; in tents. DJr!ng the first 
r.iontl.,$ squadron .Ju.'lior. officers wero housed in o. s11!11lar 

11
·tont 

c1 tyn.. IA tcr , all officers wore quartered oi th.or in BOQ. or 
quons ci t huts (.1bove right;)., Ea.ch hut housod 18 to 20 officers. 
Cot,;ill'.lr.dor SullivM c.nd Lt~ Comdr. Winton o.rc no.king tho in• 
sp ~ct~ons in o.bove photogro.phs, 

I j 
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Original operating field w:lS Uny, rough and surrounded 
by planes .md other obstructions (o.bovo left) . Operations from 
this field dema."lded expert snip handling on tako • offs a..>id pre­
cision technique on lo...>idir>.gs. Later this field bec0.IJl8 t..'lio main­
tenanoa areth Portable helium-uni ts and mc.intent1noe shops o.re 1n 
front of ship moored o.bove . M;, te , o.lso , stick mast at right and 
location of new blimp fie l d (wnite area top of picture o.t left). 
'Ihe second field used by the squadron wo.s small but free of ob• 
structions (photograph o.t right) . Four ships were moored here . 
Loss of three tail wheels c-.nd one era.eked ro.dD.r hilt we-re the only 
casuo.lties· which resulted from use of these soi:ili fields.01-i .. ui;, l 
t.i.L'O on squo.dron •s ·'$1:c ships to.t:u.-oo. j1:i:s.ii over 2 , 500 houra with 
the K,.123 ho.ving,the highest totlll 005~ . 
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on 29 July the new blimp field ntop hill west of the 
l:illlin field looked like this (above) . This ino.t- - 1 1 000 feet by 
800 fee t.- • has n three degree slope · downm:.rd toltard the side on 
,1hich it has been built up (right) • Surfacing consists of oi l o.nd 
topsoi l sprinkled Vii th sand. Squadron offices will be located 
in huts at edge of field . A 200-foot runway will extend from poini 
a.t 1lfliCh tractors ore working . When operations from this .field 
stc.rt - expected sometime during Auguat- - the smo.ll inoJ.nteruic.oo 
field will continue to be used for upkeep wovk . Enlis tad men 

I
s· 

tent city cnn be seen a.t upper rignt . Picture taken from south , 
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Admiral King ~poke briefly with Coi=nd er Sullivan the 
r.iorning of 18 June. Ho con;;r~tulo.ted the squadron on its 
expe dit i ous movement frc.rn. the Sto.tes. CoJllllltll'lder Sull1vcm ho.d just 
returned from a night patrol. 
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