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STORY IN PICTURES

"BLIMPRON OVERSEAS™ tellas in plotures the story
of the movement of Blimp squadron 14 from the States to an
pperational area overseas.

This serles of photographs has been planned to
fulfill three needa:

First, it records for naval and alrship historical
purposes the story of the first movement of on entire, oper=
ating blimp squadron from the States to an overseas ater
near an activo war zono.

Second, this "photosraphic essay" deomonstrates the
seldom conslidered mobility of a blimp squadron.

Third, these pictures illustrate the problems and
the’"hows" o the movemsnte=how tho rear was handled in tran-
sity.how the masts wore erccted; how thoe airships and crows
arrived; how operatlons wero started,

- 8inco the Squadron photographic dotail (Stophen J.
Kubarych, Phol/c) accompaniod the advance unit, tho photo=
%rupha centor around tho activitics of that group of 22 of=-

icors and 62 mons But, since the oxperiences of this ad-
vance unit woro ossontially tho samc as those of tha pgroup
which followed 16, tho photographs dopict accuratoly tho
activitios of tho ontiro movemont.

1 August 1944 Lt. (Jc) Re Ci Kline,
Port Lyautey, A (V) N, USHNR,
Fronch Moroocco -~ Photopraphic Officor

The Cover Photopraph

- Tho E=130, with Commander E. Js S8ullivan, squadron
skippor, on tho clevator, starts landing approach at Cpraw
Fiold, Port Lyautey in Freneh lorocco 1 Juno 1944, Tho E-123
is in tho backpround,
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1944

[WEYMOUTH-AFRICA]
BLIMFS DATE HOURS (A 6.5
K-123 |28 MAY | 567 |53.8
K-130 |1JUNE KNOTS
K-10%9 11JUNE 684 | 46
K134 |15JUNE
K112 2T JUNE | 52.1 606
¥=101 | JULY

HAVIGATION: RADIO AIDS,
DEAD RECKOMNING, RADAR,
CELESTIAL

AIRSHIPS AVERAGED 3,100-L8S.
HEAVY AT TAKEOFF

2222222222222 RRRR AR AR R R R AT

|

TH8 MILES Fas
N3 TR g STRONGEST WINDS
o poas HERE I3-14 JUNE:
48 KNOTS ON
lWEYMDUTH"ARGENT'_L :;_A:lﬁall‘uTArlt}% BEAW
BLIMPS | DATE |HOURS IA\* GS.
K123 28-29 | 16 |[49.8 ' \1!
X430 MAY KNOT : &
- =12 16.2 | 48.9 = RAIN SQUALLSE [""N
K134 | June JARGENTIA-AZORES = =
K-112 27-28 | 1.4 |70 BLIMPS | DATE |HOURS|AV 6.5 ,,/ LYAUTEY
¥-101 | June L -
K123 30-31  |22.4 | 571 ~
K-130 MAY KNOTS | AZORES-AFRICA |
FLIGHT EACTS K-109 13-14 27 47.4 | | BLIMPS | DATE |HOURS|AVL G S.
AV R.EM. 1400 1;1"3-; ;:H:u 55 ters | 2 I MAY | 193 |534
AV, ALTITUDE: 500 FEET 5 o ~ K-130 | JUNE KNOTS
AV FUEL LOA K101 JUNE F-109 &-18 BEl |445
AT T AKEOFF: 1150 GALS, CI3A {inE
A HOURLY Fu
SgﬂsunPTlnh S0 GALS. K::El iﬁituLﬁrE 19.8 | 547
GREW: 4 OF FICERS, 5 MEN K
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An odvance unit of 22 officers and 62 mohn==four
goribat air crows and skeleton maintenance unita=-=lcft the
Noval Aipr Sgation L.T.A. (Wocksvillo) Elizabeth City, N.Cs
16 Mny-1944, Thesc mon sailed aboard the U.S.S« Rehoboth, -
AVP#50, tho following day from Norfolk, Va. Latc on 23 Iy,
blimp porsonnol aided the ship's company in‘preparation for
unlcaﬂing goar ot the Azorcs. H. B, Waltor, blimp rodioman,
(obove, fcft) helps hoist holium bottles from the forward hold
of the seaplaonce tonders Tho sceond "wave" of 35 officers and
139 men made the trlp on the Mission.Bay,.cescort carricr,

leaving New York City 28 lny .
BLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE 1
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An TUnited Stotes army lichter took 200 bottles of
holium cnd two- stick nosts nshore at Terceira, one of the
Azorca® lslands, the morning ofic4 Hoy. A earso not filled
with hodium bottles {abavl;‘f is lowored to the liphter from
the Rchoboth. Prola do Vietorie, port at which the gear
was left, con be seen Iin the background. Low=honging cumilous
clouds obscured the topsy.ofsurrounding hills ot the ime
this picture woa token. The stop here lasted only o fow
nours. Aftcr complotlon of the forry flichts, this goar was
stored on the 1island,.
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Two offlcers cnd oight men wont ashore with the
gear ot the Azores to make preparations for landing Blimps ot
Lagens Field during tho trans-Atlantic ferry flights. Off'icer-
in~chargo waa Lt, %jg] Willie Bishop. Lt, {,j[;] Don Winslow
waa aeroloplsts The ren (iln boat above just before golng
ashore) were (left to right} John Te. 0%Neill, S1/c; William
A, Dancan, AMB/c; Edward Je Migala, AR/c; Arthur F, Lonse-
dale, CBUJ NHormon O. Worrén, AML/c;-Louls F. Hirst, AEML/c;
John Gs Taylor, ART1/c; Ea. Se Bragg, BMl/c. After completion
of ferry flights, Lt. fjg} Winslow returncd to Lalichurst;

Lt (jg) Bishop and tho eight men proceesdsd to Africa.

BLINMPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE 3
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The Rehoboth (above) voynge ended at noon 27 Moy
at Cosa Blanea; French ioroccos During the ten days of
smooth sailing, blipp personnel aided the shipt!s corpany by
stoanding roadic and lockout watches; others helped in the galley
and first lleutenant's offices As soon as the Rghoboth had
docked, unloading operations started. Geoor was stacked on
the dock whilo liorocecan puards looked on (foreground above)es

Aboard the lMssion Boy, blimp ocrows kept busy,
too==-on radlo and security watches and working in the bilpges.
Training classes were held and the corrlor'!s norologist de-
scribed for thom the clinnte of North West Africa. The
Mission Bay docked ot Casc Blanca 6 Junes

SLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGL 4
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There was no delay in Casa Blanca for the officers
and gore »f the men in the advance unit, Gear was loaded
aboard heavy trucks, officers and some ren clinbed atop the
loads and a rough BO=mile ride north to Port Lyautey began.
This contingent arrived ot Craw Field, just north of Port
Lyoutey, a few hours after the Rehoboth had errived at Casa
Blanoas Becaouse of crowded conditions at Craw field, 46 men
rormined in Cosa Blanco until a construction battalion moved
from the Port Lyautey alr fleld, oOfflcers checked thelr gear
(above ) ot the docks, Lte Jes 4s Priory (without blouse looking
away from camera) was in charge of the Rehoboth units Lte Ce
Fo. Wilcox, electronlca officer, has his back to camnera.

Lte A« Re MeCaousland was in charge of the liission
Bay group. These men arrived at Port Lyautey 7 June.

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE S
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Ersction of stick rnasts at Craw Field at Port
Lyoutey started the day after the arrival of the advance unite=-
28 June 1944, Threo days lator--30 June-~-both mnsts were
up and ready for airships, The mosts wers locatoed on the
southeast corner of the field near thoe French H.T.\. hangar.
This original landing grec for blirmps becaric the field used
for upkeep of blinpa.

A crane truck (above) is bolng used to rove o ditch-
digpor which was used to dig holes for the guy wire anchors.
This cquipment, borrowed frorl Construction Battalion units
at the air =station, sped the srection of the mosts and bades it
unnecessary to use the jin pole. Crates (right) wore used by
enlisted men to build lockers for thelr tent quartora.

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE €
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Boa'n Boyd He Suith (hands on hips, looking upward)
supcrvised the erection of the nmasts, Lte. (Jg) I» Ce Phores
(with T=shirt and’ sun helnot) aided, with other officors in
the o dvance unlt, in putting up the nosts.

Conercte deadmen were not used to anchor the guy
wirca. The telephone pole anchors included in the nast as-
serbly werc sunk 8 feot, These held satisfactorily on one
mast, but on the other thoy worked loose after scvoral wosks
uses This most was taken down after arpival of obllc nasts.
The six=inch posthole dipgers lncluded with the most ossemblics
were too sunll to dipg holes for the anchors, Ten-inch diggers

are requlrod,

BLINPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE 7
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While the properations for the arrival of the blimps

were belng made in Africa, sinllar work was belng done on
the Azoros., Two stick nnsts were set up at Lagens Fileld on
Torceira Isloand of the Azores group. Lte. (Jg) Willie Bishop
directed this work ond mode preparations for landing and
handling the six ships ferricd across, The landing party here
waa nade up of "Seabees" from the naval alr facility,

Blimps remained herc only long enough for refueling,
chocking engines, topping up with helium and changing crows,
The first two airships landed hero 31 lhoy: the second two
arrived 14 June, and the last two 30 June.

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE 8
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These are the crews which flew the alrships from South
Weymouth to Argentia. The second 798=mile flight wos nade in
zopo-zero conditions by these crews.
(Left plcture) Etﬂ.ndin%jl@ft te rights Lt. {(Jg) Cs Hs

Wolfarth, Aspinwall, Pehns$ Lte (Jg} Je Je Connery (in charge of
flight) Jamaica Plain, insss; Ens, R. J. ifyers, Hedford, linss.
Eneeling: Re Ge Anderson, Aif2/c, Elmhurst, L.Te; Ae Ae Kinsman,
AQM2/c, Dorchester, 1ss.; Ei As Boock, ARM3/c, Now Ulw, Minm.;
Re Pe Thull, ARMI/c, Rutland, Vte; S.L. Goldamith, Alfd/c, Los
Angolas; (right plcture) Standing left to right: W.Hs Rediker,
Aif2/c, Lincoln, Kane; Lnse Ds Da Crowder, Richrond, Ves; Lt (Jg)
RsLs Keérsey, (pilot) Richuond; Enss L.Ps Tylenda, ifllwaukes} C.ds
Deripsay, ACRM, Berkeley, Cal.; kneeling loft to right: J.N.Will,
ARIB/c, Quiney,linsss; F.Be?Schuler, AME/c, Easton, Ple; Ea« Os
Kinsley, Bill/ec, Phlladelphiz,

BLINPRON 14 OVERSEALS PAGE 9
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These are the two crows (above) which flaw the
airships frono Argontia to thoe Azores. On the threc ferry
£lights, each crew member spent 70.3 hours in flight.

Standing (left tec right): Lt. (Jg) A« I. lorase *
USN; ‘Alemcdn, Col.; Enss Ae Js Papageorge, USN, San Franeiseco,
Calej Enss Re Me Gorner, USH, Newport, N.Ce; Lte (Jg) RslWe
Goldstein, Cleveland, Oe3 Lt.(Js) H. E, DeVore, Lincoln, Neb.;
Lts Es We Steffen, Seattle, Wash,

: Encellng (left to right): Fia Bach, ARIS/c, Ozone
Park,  Long Island; E. Je'Krueger, ARIR/c, Buffalo, Ne¥ej C.-A.
Sipos, ‘AMIB/c, Baltimoro, idij W. D. Vilvenh,‘ARi2/c, Woriogo,
Eansosj Ce E. Belchor, Alj/c, Ponnington:Gap, Vas; Ne Ganm*
bobt, BiL/c, Teanock; Nede; De Me Rhodes, AlG0/c, Rocky Mount, -
NeCe$ Ds"Ge Apploman, MDL/c, Clermont, Io.; Ai J.'Euva{, ane/e,
Hopowéll, Vae; R. La Kromer, ARI2/c, Baltinore, Md. (Not in
picture Lt. Rs G. Hill USH,

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE 10
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Here are the first two airships moored on Lagens
Field in the Azores the morning of 31 May, Pilots reported
that the cloud formations shovn here were ever present over
the 1sland, The longest any airship remained on this field
was 8 hours, A total of 225 bottles of helium were used here
in topping up the six ships, None was used at Argentia,

The army weather service provided a weather plane
for the Agores=Africa leg, This plane flew the route ahead
of the blimps and sent weather to the blimp flight pericdi-
eally, weather for the ArgentiasAzores leg was provided by
a surface craft.

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE 11
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Hero's the first K=type airship to land outside the:
Western Henispherei: The E=130, with Commander E, J, Sullivan,
squadron commander, on the elovator, is met by the ilanding
party on Craw Field at Port Lyautey, French liorocco, 1 Junc.
The landing wos completed at 11052, Thus ended the last of
three leps used In the Atlantle crossing, A different crew
flew ench legs Since leaving South Weyrpouth,' lMass,. 28 May
the K=130 had been in the alr 58.7 hours, and, during the
3,1628=nile oversoas tripy,had averaped 53.8 knots ground
gpeed.

A 35-knot wind on the port bean during the Azorea-
Africa lep was the strongest wind encountered by tho E=130
and EK=123, Tho K-130 led the flight, but each ship checked
on the navigation of the other.

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE 12
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Cormander Sullivan cuts the forward englnc switches as
Lts Cordre Ge He Winton (right) squadron executive officer,
walts to congratulate hlms The Atlontic crossing by this
alrship, and the K-1l23, although not as fast as the third
flight of two blimps woas to be, haod been made without ine=
cident, All gear oporated satisfactorllys. Average altitude
during the flight wos 500 feet. During the night, the
two shios kept in contact by use of rador and voice comrmne
ications Weather was good except for thunder and rain storns
during the Agzores-Africa lege. Each blimp burned an uvernfu
of 30 gollons of fuel ecch hour at the average R.P.l, of 1400,
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The crew of the K=130 pose bofore the blimp which
made the first trans-Atlontic crossing. This plcturc was
taken immediately after landing ot Port Lyautey.

Standing (left to right) Ens. W. F. Gasner, USH,
Brooklyn, Ne Ye; Lte (jg) Ee Je Russell, Toms River, Nede}
Cordre Ee Je Sullivan, USH,- squadron courmnder, Denver, Colos;
Lt. Je Ja Borefoot, Raleigh, Ne C.; L. Brodsky, CBN, Fhile

adolphia, Fenns;

Knosling (left to »ight) H . E, Isreal, ARIB/c,
Loamar; Coloe; Fe Ja Plati, LRMI/c, “Tronton, Wi Jej Je Grie
nnldi, AMA/e, USN, B rooklyn, N. Ye; W. Nicol, AM2/c, USH,
Sterl.{ng, Conne

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSELS PAGE 14
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¢ Cormodore Ge Ta Owen (left). cormander Fleet Alr
Wing 15, congratulates Gonmoander Sulliven on the first trans-
Atlantic ecrossing by a E-type airshlp, The last blimp to
riakke the crossing, tho E=112, node the fastest time of any
of the shlps.® Tokeoff time at South Woyrwouth, lioss,, was
02152 27 Juns, and the final landing was nade at Port Lyautey
at 11482°1 July. This bliup was In tho alr 52,1 hours cvers=
cglng 6046 knots ground speed for the crossing.

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSEALS PLCGE 15
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Lts (jg) H. De Bly, pllot of the K-123, snlles at
onlockers after landing ot Port Lyautey 1 Jume., Lte (jg) Bly
was the officer in charpge of the sccond two flighta of two
airgshipseach on the Azoros=Africa leg. Ens. William Kalsoer
co=-pllot, is in the forward lookout position. This ship had
about 400 gallons of fucl remmining when this landing was

nodoe

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSE.S PAGE 16
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Ens., We He Ireland, cmerging from tho K=123, ocarries
the first nail to cross the JAtlantic by nirship, Theso letters
did not carry a spocinl blinp cachet, They had been forwarded
to Lakehurst for squadron personnel overseas and were pilcked up
thora at the start of the first flight ccross,

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE 17




This is the erew which flew the second ship on
the initial Azores-Africa leg,. On the second two flights,

this erew flew the leading airship,

Kneeling (l=ft to right): Ens, W, H, Ireland,
Canon City, Colo.j Lt. (jz) H. B, Bly, pilot Cnmerce, Tex,
Ens, William Kaiser, Freep-:-ri. Lung Island; F. W.
Miehe, jr,, USN, Staten Islan &

Stariding (left to right): R. T, Hertley, AM2/e,
Nerark, N, J.3 P. J, Galbreath, AHEIEKG, Eouth Haven ‘Jich.;
W, J. lussone, A.IILIE?:: West Urange N J:0 P La.n ey A.HLE/G,
Chﬂrleatm, 3, C.3 ¥V, "M, Naughton, 'E!Hlfc, T.IEH, Gilruy, Gal.

BLIUPRON 14 OVERSEAS EAGE 18
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The first two K-type airships to eross the Atlantie
here are nictured soon after they had been moored at
Port Lyautey, In the foreground is the K«130; the K-123
is in the distance, &mong onlookers vwho gathercd around the
girships durirg the nmesting operations were French and
South Afriecy servicemen, The E-123 was out on training
flight two days after comnletion of the faerry flight, Op=
erational filights bezan the evening of 6 June, Note helium
stacked around masts.

BLIIPRON 14 QUERSEAS EACE 13
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Five days after the completion of the trans=Atlantic
ferry trip, the first operational flight in North Africa was
flown, The K=123 is here taling off on patrol the night of
6. June. Normal night patrol has been two airships, with two
flying training hops during the day. The squadron also was
agsigned escort rissions.

DLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE 20




At the end of the first operational flight,
Commander Sullivan leaves the alrship. Operational rlights

average 14 hours wlth four hours spent going
area of patrol.

BLIIPRON 14 OVERSEAS
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Work on mobile nasts began after arrival of the first
two blimps, Erection of these masts was hampered by (1) damage
to some girders incurred during translt (2) lack of spare bolts
and wrenches in mast assexblies (3) lack of identifying nmarks
on corponent parts of each mest. Crews (above) work on the
first mast erected ot Port Lyautey., There were no bolts in
the mast asserbly shipped to Gibraltar, During the first
few weeks, operations wers carrled on from the two stick masts,

DLILPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE 22
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one month after the arrival of the first two blimps,
t of the sguadron tg six ships

the EK=112 (ripght above ), las
antic flight, landed at Port Lyautoy

to corplete the trans-Atl
This photograph ghows how ¢losoly the alp=

at 11482 1 July.
gships were landed and mpored on this temporary operating field.

ALILPRON 14 OVERSEAS PAGE 23
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This is the E~112-~the first E-type airship to land
on continental Evrope. Commander Sullivan made two landings at
Gibraltar 18 July.in the initiel servicé test of facilities
established tnere for handling airships. The 1,396-foob "Rock™
with its attendant wind "spill' coupled with the ruddermants -
tloklish job of avolding.n eutxal Spanish territory during.the
approach .makas a Gibraltar landing a task for geasoned pilcts.
Fifty ratings from R.A.Fs activities directed by en eirsiip pilct
and three LeTsis enlisted men ground handled the ships The
landings were made suocessfully in a 19=knot cross-"Rock" wind
and o " British Vice Air Mershal taken for a short hope 4 duty
Elirp pilot 1s kept at Gibraltar for liason purposes,
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Maintcnance and cheek work began as snon as the

airships had been moored, In the photograph at left abave,
A, P, Trudcau, ARl/e, checks major controls of K=130 &
few minutes a%ter completion of the ferry flight, At the
right, Trudecu replaces a tail wheel lost Irom K=101 during
ff in July, Fabrie repairs to the fin also wveres made

takeo
om the web ladder, IMumber five base fin pdtehes .op.fhe

r
ﬁhlan wera replaced during July.
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Electronics maintenance presented some new probloms
¢or radio technicisns, J. Pe Shinkus, ART1/c, (above right)
makes eleetrical repairs from web 1ad&ar held by maintanance
riggers, Electronics shovs were located in tents (left)
during the first six weeks operations at vhich time they

were moved into a quonset hut in the maintenance area,

BLIMERON )& QVERSEAS SAGE 20



Electronics shops were [irst set up in tents in
the maintenance area, Lt, C, F. Wilcox (above), squadron
electronics officer, sunervises unpacking of gear in one of
the nevly~erccted tonts, These shops later were roved to
a quonset hubt. Blimpron 1l4%s ezperience indicates o pre=
requisite for suceccssful electrpnies maintenance is the
gsotting up of conplete opercting sparcs of cach tirpe gear
used in airships, Such uvnlts, set up in shops, sorvas as
vardaticks for checking npara%ing gear.,

BLIUIPRON 14 OVERSEAS ZACE =3



All msintenance departments were originally housed
in tents, K. F. Ley (sunhelmet right above) ACDH& loads

ordnance gear, Principle ordnance problem revolved around the
devising of-retro-acting flare chutes, Riggers (above left)
£111 speciay 100=pound containers of sand fashioned from

small amount of fabrie available, Shortage of sandbags creatsd
a minor problem during the first six wesks operations,

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS EACE 28,
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Tools for metalsmiths apparently were overlooked in
the squadron's hurried departufefrom the States, Hand
tools needed for required metal work were borrowed from
other navy activities and a shop set up in a tent, Ve Cu
Timmarmnni ACM (right in chotograph at right) supervises

tack welding of pressure blowsr elbow made by this squadron
activity, Blimpron mechanies, limited to working during the
day because of the danger of malaria infection present at
night, kept on schedule with periodic engine checks, F, R.
Poktardk, ACMM, line chief (seated center above left) and R.
F. Garr:{ere, ACMM, engineering chief (astraddle engine)
supervise removal of cylinder,

BLIMPRON 14 OVERSEAS EAGE 22




Purging of airships with the two portable heiiun
purification units bega n 18 July. Designed by thg Bureau of
Asyonautics and Ee I. DuPont de Nemours and Cos, Inc., the
purification units operatq on the prineiple of selBctive abe
sorption of air from helium by rsfrigerated activated charcoals
The purity of thé E-130--first ship to be purged-=wes boosted
Trom 93s0% to 9545% in 25 hours, Estimated rate of purification
was 7,000 cublc feet an hours Thres other ships were purged
during the last two wesks of July., The ships are purged while
they are undergoing check and maintenance works ILines were rigged
on o m0blle mast in such & monnoyr that the airship wa s frese to

awing 360 degreese Lte (Jg) Fe We H orner supervised installation
of the unlits shown abovee
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Late in July, o barrage balloon was rigged on a traller
ga @ nurse.balloon (sbove) to be used for (1) conserving helium
volved becauss of high field terperatures (2) carrying helium from
the maintenance area to other Tfields Ifor toppningz up operations.
on 30 Quly wnen ths f£ield temperatura raached 101 degress Fa,
5,000 cu . fost wers yoived into the balloon from the E=112. Chief
fault with the a rrangénment was the slowncss with wnich the Homelli
blower (Lts Horner sSarting 1t upper left) exhausted tho nurse
bolloon when the hellwm was restorad £a the airghir=r34 minutes
required to cdd 2,000 sublic fest to anip (Lower right). ‘Topping
up curing:first two menths operations required 185,000 cue feets
on Augs 1, the squadron had 400,000 cu. ft. on honde
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Troining cece

or mopre alrships. Brit
loft)s ALt loost two ships
right) to develop btearmork :
attackings "Gnound work® included proctice in visuallzing tracke-
Bustafson (scated loft) and Ense Ge Ee

Powell (right) use tracking Troiner. Operational flging requirad
sonstant low-altitude flights in restricted orofs an

proximiby to other airships,

ing tactics.. Ens. Ve Re-

per monthe All offlicor

exacutive offlcer and operotiocns
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nt was on submarine trocking with two

ish ané French "tome" subs were usced (above

always workod with the subs (cbove
nnd co=ordinotion in tracking ond

5 in the saouadron azcept the captoin,
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Sauadron warehouse was locatad in a concrete structure
o short distance off the oir boses Lts Je Le Coppock (right in
upper photograph), squadron supply officer, checks inventory at
the warehouse, Chair in this photograph ias one removed from the
alrships for ferry flight. Les He Péterson, SK2/c (lawer photo)
builds flight clothing locker from packing case while Je K
Vihecent, OSK, talks with duty storekesper. Other Navy cnd Army
astivities in the arcas==especially Construction Battalicn liaine-
tenance Unlt #566==sased the problems of supply which rosulted fros
the squadron's sudden departure from the States.
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Recreation facilities at Port Lyautey were used to
solbat £light crew fatigue wihich resulted from constant lowe=
altitude flying at night, 0fficers rented & ville (right above)
at nearby Hehdia beach for pilots (on steps) to rest at the
day after a night flignt. Housekeepers (on roof) inspect darnge
shich resulted when o gas lentern belng loaded by an Arab ser=
vant caught fire. Enlisted sen spent the 8-hour liberty which
they rated every third day in Port Lyautey (left above) or at
lehdia beseh, On the base blimp personnel went to movies ("Shime

W 29 July) or watched Joe Louls box after cols

on Horvest libon
lecting his autograph (center above)s, Fast mall sorvice=--five
days from the M, ddle Wost- ot times--kept crew's moralo highs
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Officers and mon took 15 mindtes of cnlisthenics
each morning before the squadron offices as part of their dolly
athletic progran, Athletic facilities at Craw ficld woro s
Blimpron soffball tecoms placed high on station lcagues. TE%BG
of ficers ond two mon compeoted at Case Blanea in regional Allied
swipmdng moot in July- The squadron's 76 officers and 110 men
and the A.9.C.'s (aviation service group) 9 officors ond 128 men
kopt the sguadron's threoc iypewriters going constmntly in the
effort tu keep abroast of "paper work" (obove). This linited
nupbor of typowriters slowed ndministrative work somewhat. iimeo=
graph (in lowor photograph above) aided sguadron work grootly and
was one of few availablo on station.
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wpavance base® living conditions existed at Port
Lyauteye First inspection of the snlisted ron's tents was
nold in July (above 1eft)e Five men-=-cll nerbors of the same
corbat alr orew-~1ived in each tent. sand and dust wore the
ghief - problems of the ren iiving in tents. During the first
pontiy, squadron jfunior officers wero housed in a similar “tont
city'. Later, oll officers wore quartercd oithor in BOQ, or
auonsat huts (above ripgkb). Each hut housod 18 to 20 offlcerss
Gorrapder Sullivan and Lt. Comdra #inton are making tho in=
spact’ons 1n aoeve photographe s
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Original operating field was tiny, rough and surrounded
by planes and other obstructions (cbove left)s Operations from
this field demanded expert &hip handling oh toke=pffs and pres
cision technigque on landingss Later tails field became the moine
tononoa area, Portable helium-units and maintenance shops ore ia

front of ship moored aboves N te, also, stick mast at right and
wﬁite arac top of plcture ot left)s

location of new bllmp field ( ‘
Tho second fiold used by the sguadron was small but free of ob=
Four ships wore moored hers.

stpuctions (photograph ot righi)s
Loss of three tail wheels ond one cracked radar hat were the only
cosualties which resulted from use of thoéase amall fields, O Suge 1

ti0 on squadrohtd six shins totolad juas over 2,500 hours with
tha K=123 having.the highest total S¥3.0.
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on 29 July the new blimp field ntop hill west of the
snin fleld looked like this (above). This mote-~1,000 feet by
B00 foote=hos o three degrec slope downmerd tnwnré. the slde on
which 1t has been built up (right)s Surfacing consists of oll and
topsoil sprinkled with sand, Squoadron offices will be located

in huts at edge of ficld, & 500=foot runway will extend from poind
at which tractors are workinge When operations from this field
start =e-oxpected sometime during Auguat-=-the small mointenadec
£ia1d will continue to be used ror npkeep worke Enlisted menis’
tent olty con be seen ot upper right. Plcturs taken from souths
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Admiral Eing npolto briefly with Commonder Sullivan the

morning of 18 June. Ho conzratulated the squadron on ite
pxpeditious movement fron thé States. Commander Sullivan hod just

roturned from o night potrols
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