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CCLTIAND: Trznsferred on 22 Mey 1944 from the
U.S. Navel Air Stetion (LT4), Vieeksville,
Elizebeth City, North Cerolina snd from
the cperaticonal control of COmﬁunder
Ezstern cea Frontier to Commender Fleet
2irships, £tlantic for further trensfer
to the US Neval Air Station, Port Lyzutey,
French Morocco for operation unfer Commender
EIGHTH Fleet anc¢ Commander Fleet Air Ving
FIFTEEN.
BASED LAT: U.S5. Nevel Air Station Port Lyautey,
French Morocco.
LDVANCED BASES: Ldvance Base Number CNE
Cuers-Pierrefeu Airdrome, Cuers, France.,
£cvznce Base Number TvC
Elmes Field, Cuglirri, Sardinis,
Advance Bsse Number THREE
I i..;r,«, Itcll} .
Ldvence Bese Number FCUR
Lido Be:zch Airfield, Lido, Italy.
Advence Base Number FIVE
Takzli Field, Mslte.
Sidi Alined Field, Bizerte, Tunisia.
COILIANDING OFFICERS: pommcnd@r Emmett J. SULLIVAN, USN

(22 Msy 1944 - 19 Cctober 1944)

Lieutensant Commsnder Frenklin S. RIXEY, USN
(19 Cctober 1944 -

ADUINISTRATIVE COMIAND: Comuznder Fleet fir Wing FIFTEEN
(27 May 1944 - 8 July 1945)

Comnending Officer, U.S. Nevel fir Ststion
Port Lycutev, French Morocco
(8 July 1945 -

CPERATION.L CC:LiaND: Commender Nevsl Forces Northwuest Lfricen
Waters (Commender EIGHTH Fleet
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HISTCRY CF
BLIMP SLUACRCK FCURTEEN QVERSELS
CHRCNCLOGY

16 Mey 1944 Four combat eir crews znd skeleton maintencnce
units totelling 22 officers and 62 enlisted
men deperted NAS Weeksville, North Carclire,
&s an edvance detechment of Blimp Squadron
FCURTEEN to esteblish en eirship base at NAS
Port Lyautey, French Morocco.

17 May 1944 Advance detechment sziled from Norfolk, Va,
aboard the USS REHCECTH, AVP-50, with masts,
and gear necessary for setting up ferry
feeilities in the Lzores end a permenent base
at NAS Port Lyautey.

22 May 1944 The me jor vnortion of Blimp Squadron FCURTEEN
wes officielly detezched from Fleet Airship
Wing CNE and from the Eastern Sea Frontier
an¢ revorted to Commander Fleet Airships,
Mlantic for orders to duty uncer the operationsl
contrcl of Commender EIGHTH Fleet encd transfer
to NAS Port Lyautey. The remsincer of Squsdren
FCURTEEN was designated as Blimp Squadron
TWENTY-FCUR, Detachment CNE to operate in
Fleet Alrship Wing CNE at NAS Weeksville,

24 May 1944 USS REHCBOTH arrived &t the Port of Praia da
Vitorie cn Terceira Island in the Azores. Two
officers and eight enlisted men disembarked to
set up two exrvediticnary masts.

27 May 1944 USS REHCBOTH arrived at Caseblenca disembarking
the remeinder of the advance detecchment of
BlimrRon FOURTEEN. The detachment arrived at
Craw Fielc north of Port Lyautey later the same
day to begin setting up an airship base on that
field.

28 Mey 1944 Seconc oversees detechment of BlimpRon FCURTEEN
consisting of 35 officers and 139 enlisted men
sailec¢ from New York ebosrd the USS MISSICN BAY,
CVE 59, for Port Lysutey. On the same day the
K-123 and K-130 began their trznsoceznic ferry
flizht by deperting NAS Scuth Veymouth, Mess.
for Argentiz, Newfeoundland, erriving there on
the following day.

30 Mey 1944 K-123 and K-130 ceparted irgentic for Terceira,
Azores, erriving there on 31 May.

i



1 June 1944

3 June 1944
6 June 194L
7 June 1944
12 Junel94s
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26 June 194/

1 July 194/

18 July 1944

23 August 19474

1/ Septerber 1944
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K-123 end K-130 lended at NaS Port Lysutey
upon completion of ferry flisht from Terceira,
Azores.

First flisht from Port Lyzutey wes trzining
flizht made by the K-123 this date.

K-123 mecde first ornerational patrol flizht in
the Straits of Gibraslter.

Second oversees detzchment of SlimpRon FCURTEEN
arrived at NAS Port Lyzutey.

Two eirships were employed for the first time
in the pztrol of the Straits of Gibraltar.

K-109 and K-134 arrived at NAS Port Lyautey
unon completion of & trens-Atlantic ferry
flizht whichh began «t NAS South Weymouth on
11 June.

Two airships on petrol in the Straits of
Gibraltar were ordered to denart the area
immedistely because of the apvorozch of German
gireraft.

First convoy coverage given by BlimpRon
FOURTEEN from NAS Port Lyautey.

K-112 gnd K-101 completing &« ferry flisht
which began at NAS South Weymouth on 27 June
arrived at NAS Port Lysutey.

BlimpRon FCURTEEN tock rart in a specicl znti-
submzrine trzining program involving zn all
night exercise in the Straits of Gibraltsr.
A1l units, ¢ir and surfzce, essigned to the
Streits patrol participated. K-112 success-
fully landed and was masted at Gibraltar in
the first service test of LTL facilities
esteblished there.

The Scuadron moved to a specinl onercting
field built by the.CBs west of Craw Field,

In anticipaticn of circhip mine spotting
onerctions near Toulon, eight officers and
fourteen men together with a stick mast
were flown by RSD from NiS Port Lyautey

to Cuers, France,
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K-112 deperted¢ from Port Lysutey for Cran,
Llgeriez on the first leg of &z ferry flight
te Cuers, Frence,

K-112 lande¢ at Cuers, France, marking the
first time since Worlc¢ Vizr I that a U.S.
Nevy airship operczted in Eurcne.

K-112 made first mine spotting flizht aleong
the southern coast of France.

Sneciel 211 night MAD berrier pztrol weas
estebiished by the K-112 &t the entrance
tc Toulon Harber to prevent entry by enemy
one-m&n subnerines.

K-112 rhotozrarhed demege to Toulon Harbor
to essist French suthorities in the reconstruc-
tion of that port.

BlimpRon FOURTEEN's petrel of the Straits of
Gibraltaer weas cencelled because of weather
for the first time since such patrols were
begun cn 6 June 1944,

Commender Emmett J. SULLIVAN, USN, wes relieved
as Commender Blimp Scusdron FOURTEEN by
Lieutenznt Commander Franklin S, RIXEY, USN.

K-109 wes ferried from Cuers, France to Bizerte,
Tunisia, to conduct mine plotting and sweeping
overaticns in the Tunisien Var Chsnnel.

Mine spotting opereticns in the Tunisien Viar
Channel were completed this dste. A totel of
two mines were sunk and thirty-one plotted
during the operation.

K-109 ves ferried to Caglieri, Sardiniec for
mine sweeping orerations. Initiel survey of
outer Gulf of Caglicri wzs made after com-
pleticn of twe hour ferry flight.

K-109 plotted 61 mines in its first overaticnel
mission flown from Caglicri.

K-101 calibrated EDF stetion at Mogodor, French
Morocco, 240 miles south of Port Lyautey.
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31 December 19.4 K-130 sufferred extensive dzmage to the
uncerside of its czr when it struck zn
embankment during take-off for night patrol.

15 Janurry 1945 K-123 was sccidentally deflzted on the field
at NLS Port Lyzve vhen ¢ jeep criven by &
person pneosing ¢s & French officer beceme
enténgled with the airship's rip ceord ,
resulting in the rippine of the ship.

1 Februvery 1945 K-11Z using facilities &t Oran end Bizerte
escorted navel vessels in the Mediterranean
carrying President Franklin D. Roosevelt
to - the Teheran Conferernce.

13 Februery 1945 K-134 photogrerhed underwater mines and
uncerweter barricedes zlong the French cozst
under the orders of the Supreme Hezdcuerters
Alliec¢ Expecditionsry Forces.

21 Februsry 1945 K-1%4 photogravhed shore cefense instsllations
&t Toulon.

28 Februecr: 1645 K-124 rhotogranhed cities, towns, coast and
city fortificaetions and harbors clong the
coast from La Ciotat to the Gulfd St.
Tropez on the southern coast of France.

3 March 1945 K-101 vics ferried to Littorio Field, EFome,
Itely to zic in loceting the sunken USS
SWERVE off Anzio, Italy.

7 March 1945 K-101 ves ferried to Czglieri from Rome cfter
completion of the Anzio operation, during which
it essisted in loceting the USS SWERVE erd in
plotting mines arcund 1it.

17 Merch 1945 K-130 wes flown for the first time zfter
undergoing repeirs, due to damege vwhich had
resulted on 31 Decenber 1944 vwhen it struck
an embankment during teke-off.

3 Anril 1945 Advance base located et Caglieri, Sardinie
wes officiclly closed.

14 April 1945 Officers end men with two stick mests departed
NAS Port Lyau¥®y to set up facilities at
Lagzens, fzores for hendling the K-89 and K-114
being ferried tc BlimpRon 1/ from the States.

wefl



28 April 1945

29 April 1945

1 Mey 1945
4 Mey 1945

31 May 1945
€ June 1945
10 June 1945

1 July 1945

9 July 1945

28 July 1945
30 July 1945
31 July 1645

5 August 1945
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K-89 zné K-114 deperted NAS Veeksville on
first leg of the trans-Atlantic flight,
erriving et Kindley Field, Bermuda the
same dezy. ’

K-89 and K-114 deperted Kincley Field and
arrived at Lagens on 30 Arril 1945.

K-29 and K-11/ lanced at NAS Port Lyautey.

K-101 errived ot Pise, Italy and begen mine
sweeping in the Gulf of Genoz on the following
day.

Stick masts and crews arrived at Lido, Italy
to esteb_ish en advance base for mine spotting
operations there.

Last coperctionsl anti-submarine flight was
made by Squedron FCURTEEN from NAS Port Lyautey
with the K-112 escorting & 55 ship convoy.

K-134 wes ferried from Cuers, France to
Lido, Italy where it begen its first mine
spotting missicon twe days later.

Erecticn of the cefleted K-12% was begun in
the Henger at Cuers, France.

Fleet Air Viing FIFTEEN (the Scuadron's immedicte
administretive commander) departed the European
Theatre. BlimpRon FOURTEEN was then assigred

to Commender Navy 214 (CO NAS Port Lyautey) for
administrative purposes and remained with
Commander Neval Forces Northwest Africen Waters
for operetionzl purposes.

K-12" was successfully test flown =fter
re-erection et Cuers, France.

First flight in Yugeslavian waters was mede
by the Lido airship this date.

Defletion of K-101 wes started in the heangar
et Cuers, France.

NAS Port Lyeutey airship was used by French
officials to vhotograph Rabst, French Morocoo.

£
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K-112 wes ferried to Cuers, France from
Port Lyausy for defleticn and storage.

Port Lyautey airsikin was used by U.S. Army
to photogrerh Caseblence.

K-112 was deflated at Cuers, France for
storage.

Advance base et Pisa, Itely wes closed and
operctions terminzted.

Detechment et Lido, Itely weas closed and
operations terminated.

A stick mast wes rezdied on Takeli Field

on the Island of Malta, thus officielly
ovening a new advance base of Blimp Squadron
FOURTIEN.
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BLIMP SGQUAPRCN FCURTL:'N CVERSEAS

HISTCRKY CF

NARRATIVE

Blimp Squedrcen FCURTEEN wes trensferred from the U.S. Naval
Lir Staticn (LTL) Weeksville, Elizebeth City, North Carolins and
from the opereticnzl control of Commander Eastern Sec Frontier
to the U.S. Navel Air Station, Port Lyzutey, French Morocco znd
thevopereticnel cognizance of Commencer EIGHTH Fleet to provide
eirship MAD barrier patrols over the Straits of Gibraltar.

Although advenced detachments and arrangements had gotten
uncer way prior to 22 May 1944, it was not until that dete thet
Squedron FOURTEEN was officially trensferred from NAS VWeeksville.
£s of that date, the Squadron, consisting of 6 ZNP- K-type airships
end speciclly designated personnel, was detsched from Fleet Airship
¥ing ONE and from the control of Commender Eastern Sez Frontier.
The Squedron reported to Commender Fleet Alirships, Atlantic for
orders to duty under the operztional control of Commsnder EIGHTH
Fleet and trensfer to the Naval Air Station, Port Lyautey. The
reanzinfer of the originel Blimp Squadron FOURTEEN continued at
NAS Weeksville and was designated Blimp Squadron TWENIY-FOUR,
Detachment ONE.

BlimpRon FOURTEEN wzs ordered oversess in May 1944 after
twenty-four months of operationzl flying from NAS Veeksville.
When the movement to NAS Port Lyautey, French Morocco had been
complet2d severel weeks later, these LTA "firsts" had been logged

in the Squadron's record:
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1. For the first time in history, nen-rigid zirships had
mede transztlantic flichts.

2. For the first time in history, 2an operating airship
siuadron hed been moved overseas as & unit. Previously, when
operationsl recuirements demanded an zirship syuadron for
overseazs duty, = completely new squedron was formed and sent
oversess,

The speed with which the move wcs made demonstrated the seldom
considered mobility of a blimp scguadron. The dispatch from the
Commnander-in-Chief United Staetes Fleet ordering the traznsfer wecs
origin=ted late on 9 May 1944. On the morning of 17 Mey, the
first detachnent of 22 officers and 62 men, together with masts
and airshin gear, sailed from Norfolk, Vz., aboard the USS
REHOBOTH, AVP#50, while the remainder of the Squadron--other
then those who were to ferry the eirships zcross the Atlantic--
sziled from New York City aboard the USS MISSICN BAY, CVE #59,
on 28 May 1944.

Transatlantic flignhts by the first two of the Squadron's
complement of six airships began 28 Mey, and thne Squedron was
flyinz MAD berrier petrols in the Straits of Gibraltar on the
night of 6 June 1944.

Initial shipments of gear which accompanied the Squadron to

Port Lysutey included six mobile masts, two expeditionzry mests,
and 800 cylinders of helium., Porteble purification units, engines

for engine changes, and sinilar gesr followed 2 month oar so later.

Commeznder Emmett J, SULLIVAN, USN, assumed comaiand of the

-
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Sguadron =t the time of its transfer from NiAS Weelksville on

22 Mey, relieving Lt. Comdr. Hzrold B. VLN GORDER, USNR. Lt.
Condr., Gordon H. WINTON, Jr., USNR, who had been Executive Officer
of BlimpRon 14 for four mconths, retained thst position when the
Squzdron was ordered oversess.

The organization of the Squadron wus chenged somewhat by
the transfer overseas. ©Since blinmp meintensnce problems were
basically different from any of the problems encountered by HTA
activities based at fields from which the zirships would be
opverzting, it was necessary to bring some maintenznce personnel
overseas as pert of the Sguadron. These incliuded ground handlers
as well as check crews of riggers, mechanics, =znd electronics
specialists.

On 17 July 1944, these meintenznce personnel were placed in
ean Aircraft Service Group which left only flying nersonnel in the
Scuadron., Although the 128 men in this Group were carried on the
roster of Fleet Air Wing 15 Hedron; éhey remcined an integral
part of Blimp Squscdron FOURTEEN. A£11 their records and pay
accounts were re tained in the BlimnRon files, and jurisdiction
in metters concerning duties, liberty, and discipline remained
with Commender Blimp Squ:=dron FCURTEEN., Only function actually
affected by the division was advancewent in rating; these men were
cdvanced within the Fleet Air wing 15 Hedron complement.

Movement of the Sqguzdron involved ferrying six airships
across the Atlantic Ocean. To speed the delivery of the ships

. -
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to the operating arez, a nortiern ferry route wes selected.
Ferry stops along the route, where two expedition:ry masts were
set up erxd an emergency supply of helium established, were
Argentia, Newfouniland, and Terceira, Azores. "Jum ing offn
field for the flights was the U.S. Neval Air Station, South
Weymouth, Massachusetts.

Three flights were mede with two eirships in each flight.
The K-123 and K-130 were the first two blimps to maske the crossing.
They tock off from the Naval Air Station, South VWeymouth =zt
22502, 28 May 1944. Six crews were used in the ferrying o@eration;
two crews flew the ships from South Weymouth to Arzentia, then
returned to South Weymouthr to =ick up the next two airships; two
other crews flew the blimps from Argentic to the Azores and
regturned ecchh time to vnick up the next two airships at Argentie.
The other two crews flew the alrships from the Azores to Port
Lysutey each flight.

The K-123 and K-130 arrived at Port Lyautey on 1 June; the
K-109 and K-134 on 1 June; and the K-112 and K-101 on 1 July.

The finel flight wes the spe=diest. Weather during this
flisht was more favorable then it had been on the »revious two
crossings. Average ground speed during this flizht vas 60
knots for the 3,162 mile trip. Strongest wind encountered during
¢1ll the Tlizhts waes the 48 :nots on the starbecard beam which
the shivs encountered between Argentie znd the Azores on the

second flisht. This resulted in 55 degrees left drift .
Loran gear, dead reckoning, celestizl naviation, radar and

-
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radio =ids to novigetion were usad in navigating the airsnios
across. Both ships navigated, one checkinz on the positicn of
the other, Navel Academy graduztes, who viere alrship pilots,
were used as mavigators because they had more navigationzsl
training than did resave officers. The blimps maintained volice
cormunication throughout the flights.

Cperating averages, computed from all three flights, showed:

Average rpm: 1400

Lverage Altitude: 500 feet

Averzge fuel lozd: 1150 gellons

Average hourly fuel consumption: 30 gallons

The airships averaged 3,100 pounds statically heavy at
take-off,

In the vwords of the pilots who flew the flichts, here are
condensed descriptions of flights along ech leg of the ferry
route:

First Leg: South Weymouth to Argentia (Third Fl

1K-112 and K-101 tookoff from NAS South Weymouth at 2216Z
27 June 1944, destinstion Argentiez., Weather conditiocns were:
Teke-off - ceiling un’imited , visibility 10 miles, wind southwest
10 knots. At 500 feet, the wind picked up to 25 knots from the
came direction., Wind remasined from the stern to (uartsrly during
the entire flight. The visibility gradually reduced. From Cape
Breton to Arg-entia, instrument flizht was necessary. The air-

ships at take-off were zporoximately 3,500 nounds hecavy. Normel

‘teke-offs were effected. Ships flew with 8 to 10 degrees down

-5-
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elevator until excessive weigiht due to extra fuel nad been
bYurned. Both ships hendled well #nd hsd ne discrenzncies.
Depature was taken from North River at 7“245Z., Course wes set
for a noint 10 miles soutn of Cape Szble. The Loran gesr in
the X-112 would not remain in calibration and gave very voor
results throughout the flizht slthoush 1t had been checked vrior
to take-off. Radar contact witn Cape Sable was made at 0115Z,
heving covered the cistance from South Weymouth to Czpe Seble
&t an everage ground spe=d of 87 knots.,

"At 05452, radar contact of Nova Scotia w:s lost., Radar
contect with Micuelon Islands was mede a2t 0720Z. Due to
faulty Loran gear in the K-112, the shins did not agree cs
closely in their nevigation as on previous flizhts. However, the
nositions were averaged and no difficulties were encountered.
Communications were again set up on 3195 kes. for shin to base,
and 3475 for intm-ship communications. Position reports were
transmitted every two hours on the even hour. Communications
were very gzood throughout the flight., Ten miles from the base,
after having been told to come directly in, = message was received
instructing the airships to stand by for a half hour because of
zero-zero conditions at the field. On landing, ceiling was given
s 100 feet and visibility 3/4 mile. The K-101 held 10 miles

from the field at 800 feet and the K-112, using the irgentis beam

and radar, made its landing. The K-101, using similar zids for
the approzch, came in and broke throush the fog just before the

i
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landing party was reached. The zirships burned an sverage of
£25 gallons of fuel."

Second Leg: Argentia to Azores (First Flight)

"After @& morning teke-off, scattering clouds began to fornm
during the afternoon and the wind increased in velocity from 12
to 27 knots. Positions were checked by using the Argentis and
Forbey radio ranges and by lines of positioning obtained from
sun sights.

"Loran fixes were consistently accurate. During the evening,
the sky beceme overcast with a layer of stratus, giving a ceiling
of sbout 800 feet. The velocity of the wind was between 25 to 30
knots an@&eered to WIW, Navigaticnsl information received from
K-123 checked witn data recorded in the K-130.

"Excellent reports were received from & weather ship located
some 800 miles ocut along the flight plan route. With dats so
obtained it was possible to determine accurzately advance weather
and to predict the time of passage through a front which extended
south-westward crossing the predicted trzck of the zirshin some
400 miles west of the Lzores. Throughcut the night, the sky
remained overcast and the ceiling varied between zero and 800 feet.
At 2130Z the wind shifted from NW to SSV and increcsed in velocity
to 35 knots. The drift chanced from 5 degrees right to 30 degrees
left. Heavy rain wes encountered with moderste to strong turbulence.
At zbout midnizht, ceiline and visibility improved. The wind
hauled sround to the westward and decrecsed to 25 knots veloelty.
The Lagens radio range was nicked up some 300 miles from the

destination. Loran bearings were used until gbout the time of
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contacting the Lagens range. The isleands of Corve and Flores

viere sighted on the radar screen at & distance of 85 miles. The
altitude of the airship meking the contact was 2,000 feet. During
the remaincer of the flizht, radio zlds at Lagens znd radar were
used to fix navigaetionsl position.

"While in the littorz1l waters of the Azores Islands, courses
were altered tc aveoid visual contact with targets obtcined on the
radar scre=en. The wecther durlng the last 300 miles of the trip
was featured by broken tc scattered strato-cumulus clouds and
unlimited visibility. The wind wes from the southwest, varying
from 15 to 20 knots."

"Third Leg: Azores to Africa (First Flight)

"...The K-130 assumed the lead position at cruising altitude
on the prescribed course. Engines were synchronized and leaned
out at 1420 RPM, egiving an indicated zirspeed of 54 knots. This
speed was maintained through the flight, with the exception of a
brief interval of time when it was deemed desirable to slow to
1275 FEPM in order to reduce the effect of turbulence while passing
through a series of squalls. Light winds from the NNV prevailed
during the afterncon and evening. Throuch breazks in the clouds,
the navigators were able to obtein good results from celestial
observations, Positions were periodically checked by RDF bearings
obtained from Lagens. At about 2000Z, the sky became completely
overcast and the wind shifted to = northerly direction and
ineressed in velocity to 15-18 knets. Veather reports broadcast

from Legens were received at reguler hourly intervals.
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"in increcse in wind wszs noticed =t 01307 end resched &
neximum of sbout 35 knots &t 0300z. Heevy rainkqualls vere
encocunter«d from 0200s to 0.00Z, Gustiness without chenge in
direction cherecterized the winc cduring this veriod. Thunder
shower sctivity vas generzl 2ndé zero-zero conciticns obteined
except when lightnins flashes coccurred. The zirships were flown
et 2ltitudes varying between 300 and LO0 feet. Little or nc
trouble wes occasioned by verticel turbulence, Durins the early
morning twilicht, the westher sbetec end the wind beacked to IV
znC finelly to VWi, giving the eirshins & cowmfortable tzil com-
ronent. The trazck wes cltered in order to intercert the Port
Lysutey redio range. Excellent checks were cbtz:ined fror RDF
becrings from Hebat-Szle znd Gibrzslter, The Port Lyautey renge
wzs nicked ur 130 miles from the steation. Setisfectory lines of rosi
ticon were cobteined from sun observetion.™

After the errival of the ships at NAS Port Lyzutey, the
Scuesdron received congretulatory messages from Commencer-in-

Chief, United Stetes Fleoet, Commender £ir Force, Atlentic Fleet,
Commancer Fleet firships, Atlentic, Commander North West Africen
Vieters, end Commander Fleet Air Ving 15. .

The transfer of the Scuedrcen from the Stetes to the &fricen
arez resulted in chences of crerstionsl commend. The cdirect
overctionzl senior of the Scuadron while it wes orercting from
the Nevel Air Stetion et Weeksville, Elizebeth City, N. C.

e
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was Commander Eastern Sea Frontier, In the African arez, the
direct orneraticnsl commander was Commender Fleet Air VWing 15.
Commender Fleet Airships, Atlentic continued to furnish logistic
support.

While ZP-14 wes operzting cut of NAS Weeksville, its chief
function hed been to petrol FIFTH Navel District waters and to
escort shipping which passed through those waters. MAD gear was
enployed regularly during these patrols. The transfer to North
Africa changed the emphesis of the funcetion of the squadron. In
the African theater, the chief function of the sirship was to
provide a MAD barrier at night in the Straits of Gibraltsr. A&As
the Squadron became established at NAS Port Lysutey, it was
assigned additionayﬁuties——escorting convoys, searching for sur-
vivors of crashed eircraft, end utility flights such as calibrating
United States Army redio direction finder stations.

Later, the new airship function of joint operations with surface
craft in sweeping for mines was developed by the Squadron during
operztions along the southern coest of France. |

The assizmment of the airships to the Straits patrol mede it
possible to maintain a 24 hour MAD barrier in the Straite of
Gibraltsr to prevent enemy submarines from psssing through. When
Blimp Scuszdron FOURTEEN wes ordered to Port Lyautey, Patrol Bomber
Squadron 63 maintzined the barrier in the Strzits during daylight
hours, and, on three occasions, had detected submerged U-boats
attempting to pass through. But the barrier, or "fence" zs it
wes celled operaticnally, wes not maintezined =2t night because of
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the low altitudes imposed by the use of the MAD gesr. The 100-
foot altitude, at vhich any airerzft using the gear had’to fly
in order to employ it successfully, coupled with the restri cted
area in which the zircraft had to operzte in the Straits of
Gibraltar, made night flying by the PBY scuadron too hazardous
to be practical. Therefore, the blimps, which could fly at the
low gltitudes rejuired, were assigned to maintain the patrol at
nizht.

Operstioncl petrols in the Straits of Gibrasltar by BlimpRon
14 began the night of 6 June. The X-123 and K-130 were mede
available for operationsl employment 2 June, which wes the day
following their arrival from the States, However, assigned
Gibraltar petrols were not started until 6 June because of the
time needed to "brief!" all commands concerned regerding the employ-
ment of bliwps in the Gibraltaer arez. Two airships were flown
on the Gibraltar patrol for the first time on the night of
10 June 1944. Flying of tvo eirships in the Straits was
especially hazerdous during the first few nights since both
blimps were blecked out and they vere constently pessing each
other &t distances cf epproximetely 1,000 yerds as they mede their
rounds of the "fence", Rada;/XEZd to evoid collision courses.
Fisk of collison wss so great under these conditions thet the
British issuved &n order pernitting the use of running lights on
the zirships when tvo or more were operceting in the Straits.
Twe eirchips became the reguler petrol, except when opereticnel
intelligence indicated the presence of enemy submsrines neecr the
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epprocches to the Streits; then three blimps were used.

Flights scheduvled for the Gibrazlter petrol tock off from
NAS Port Lyautey et 18004, end arrived in the Strzits zbout
2070Z-~dependine upen wind conditicons. The petrcl was mece at an
altitude of 100 feet indicated on the redio eltimet:sr. The airship
went off stetion et 06154 and usuelly ves lended cbout 0830A--
meking an everage flight of 15 hours. Four nilots end six enlisted
nen vere in the crew. To reduce to @ minimum the hezard resulting
from constent low-zltitude flying, watches wvere changed every hour.
Benzedrine sulphste ves carried in the nevigetor'!s kit to be
given to any prersonnel the commend pilot thought necded it to
prevent dangerous drowsiness. Reder vies used to "keep on the
fence” which covered the waters between the 100-fzthom curves
elong & line drawn from Point Bartolomo, Spain, and Point Malabata,
Spenish Morocco.

The petrol of the Streits by the blimps wes meintained without
interruption'from the night of 6 June until 3 Octcber when the
eirships di¢ not teke off becouse of frontel activity. On sever:al
occasions, the zirships returned to the bzse early because of
winfs of 5 knots in the Straits.

The first night the sirships returned from petrol early we
19 June when Gibraltzr radic notified the two blimps on patrel

that ernemy circraft vere cpprocching them frem the northeast.

The #irships immediately were blacked out end e:cch was flown cut
of the Straits over the iLtlentic ccezn. During this hurried exit,
which wes made Zirectly intc a 30-knot wind, the twe shins hugged
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as close to the "neutrel" shores of Smnmish Morocco end Spein
es they szfely coulc beceuse, cn the nicht before blimps sterted
lying in the Strait, 12 enemy bombers hac pessed through the
"fence" at en altitude of 200 feet to make zn stteck on Gibralter.
During the first six weeks operations, the zirships left the
"fence" three times on receipt of wirning from Gibralter concerning
enemy plsnes, 2 Sguadren coectrine vwes set up esteblishing tectics
to be employed by the blimp vhen enemy eircrsft were nezr. This
provicded for the blecking cut of the eirsh'p, flying at s low
an altitude as rossible--5C to 75 feet, keeping close to the shore,
aryl proceeding slowly out of the Streits. It was believed thet
the slow speed might confuse any attempts at radar tracking made
by the enemy. It wes thought that he might possibly confuse the
slowmoving cirship with surface craft.
The e¢irships obtained end develored several MAD contects
during their pstrel of the "fence" and on one occeasicon -- 2 July,
16 Mark IV conteect bombs were droppred. However, during the
periccd thet the blimps were orerating on the fence, intelligence
reports indicated that it was extremely unlikely that enx/ssgggrines
had ettempted to "run the Straits". To test the efficiency of the
patrol, British submirines conducted exercises with both the PBYs
end blimps in the Streits. On 22 and 23 August, five airships
worked with HMS VCRACICUS and detected this submarine on 14 out
of 16 submerged runs through the blimp-patrolled "fence'.
Operationzl treining emphasized joint flying by twe or more

eirshipns 2t low sltitudes end in close formeticn. Detection end
] G



DECLASSIFyED

tranping petterns for tvwe endé three irshiirs were develored,
Ttalien and British submerines operating from Gibrelter, end
French submerines opereting from Ceseblenca, French Morocco,
vere usec¢ to ccnduct éxercises employving the procedures and
tactics develioned for tvwo or more &irships. Tesmwecrk betveen
the zirship crews wes thus develored to a proint et which blimps
could actuelly do "formetion" flying safely. To simulate actual
operaticnal conditions, British submerines attempted to run
threocugh the Straits st night on severel occasions c¢s & treining
exercise for sll craft--surface and air--operating in the Streits
of Gibraltaer and its aprroaches. On these exercises, the submerine
either vas detected before it resched the blimp "fence™ or passed
through the blimp "fence" at &« time vwhen the blimps were not on
patrol, so its value as & training exercise was lost to the sirships
Strong winds were the only weether fector that seriously
hampered airship operaticons in the Strasits. Because the ares
covered during the patrol wes so small, winds had to reach 30
knots or more before they sericusly interfered with flying the
"fence", Experiments indiceted that as long as @ ground speec of
18 knots was maintceined, detection with the Mark VI MAD geer wes
possible. Occasicnslly, patrols were mainteined in winds &s high
as 45 knots. Since the winds through the Straits were always at
richt engles to the fence, it weas possibtle to drift up ané down
the "fence" in winds &s high s 45 knots. Under such conditions,
however, the efficiency of the "fence" was very low because the
eltitude flovwn had to be above the desired 100-foot altitude, and
]
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the ground specd wes at times &t the extreme winimum =zt which
MAD signuls could be expected. Ususzlly the cirshirs returned to
the brse if winds were 35 knots or more.

Beginning in Cctober 1944, worning fog at Port Lyautey, which
et times did not burn off until ncon, probrged flights feour or five
hours since the airships hzd to circle the field until the fog
lifted.

2 mobile mast was set uvup at Gibrelter which served e&s an
emergency landing field for zirchips. An girship pilot wes kept
on duty at Gibralter to direct any lendings or shi~ handlings
that might be necessary. Lendings vere made 18 July to test the
Gibralter facilities. Wind spill from the 1,396 foot "Rock" mede
ship hendling dangercus but Aot impossible. The mast at Gibraltar
wes dismantled in September cnd shipred to Cuers, France.

In addition to the routine patrol of the Straits, the Squadron
waes occasionslly assigned missions escorting convoys. The first
escort mission in Africen weters was flown on 26 June. Other
missions in the African thester included calibration of United
Gtetes Army hiech frequency direction finder stations and searching
for survivors of crashed ecirplanes.

There v.ere three blimp fields et Port Lyevtey. During the
first two months, the eirshi s operated from tvwo temporery fields
near the HTA runweys et Craw Field. Field Number 1 wes a2 small,
rouch field used &s the blimp meintenznce erez. It wes wedged
between HTA shops, texi weys, and seaplane ramps on the Sebu
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River. Teke-off from this field wes hszerdous end lancings
arduous in no-wind conditicons. In operating from the field,

the dreg rone ves used es often as the leng lines. Field Number 2
was a clesred ar=z north of the east-west runvzy at Craw Field.
This field wies cleer of obstructions end offered amrle room for
blimp oreresticns except when four airships were mcored on the
field., Craw Field tower controlled the movements of botnh blimps
end airnlanes an’ no trouble was experienced in the operction of
both types of craft from the szme field.

Field Number 3 was & field especially constructed for the
blimps by the SesBee units on @ hill one mile west of Craw Field.
Surfaced with "spoil" from z neerby cuerry, which consisted of
clay, rock, and rock dust wetered =nd rolled, the field wes 820
feet by 1,020 feet with e 247 foot rumwiey, 202 feet wide, projecting
westward from the long dimension. Since the field wes cut into the
top of the hill, it hed e threé degree slope. A 20-fcot bluff
edged the high side of the field. Five mcoring circles with
conaxete blocks for anchoring mests were built into the field.

Four cirships were operzated from this smell field. WVhen all six
shiys were at Port Lyautey, two were kept on the maintenance field
where purgine units were located.

Maintenznce problems at NAS Port Lyautey vere the seme as
those encountered in the Stetes, but their soluticns often had to
be effected by new methods. Beczuse of the temperete climate at
Port Lysutey, the zirships did not uncdergo much deteriorasticn as
the rexilt of being moored in the open cll the time, Winds were
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mild znd temperec tures seldom climbeé sbove 90 degrees Fahrenhelt
during the dry sumer months, The helium supply c¢nd purificeticn
problem was met successfully., Esrly in July 1944, two rorteble
nurificetion units vere placed in operzticon. Designed by the
Burezu of Aerontutics ané E. I. DuPont de Nemcurs and Cc., Inc.,
the »urificetion units operzted on the princirle of selective
absorption of eir from helium by refrigerated ectiveted charcdl.
Purity of the airships wes kept 2t desired levels, although the
two plants geve ccnsiderczble trouble., Vibreticn caused meny pipe-
line lecks.

Engine changes were made by use of crane trucks during pericds
of nc wind conditions. Repeirs to teil surfaces were successfully
made after web lecdders hed been mocdified bysquedron riggers to
make possible rigeing checks and inspection of the upper verticel
fin.

Loss of the K-101 was averted on 15 September 194/ by fast
work end the ccoorerction of 11 hends. The zccident was the
result of a freck shot during blasting operations on Field Number 3.
Tvo stones were hurled through the enelope zfter the zirship head
been moved to what was considered & safe area by the SeaBee
prersonnel doing the blesting. Temporery patches were applied,
but not before about &,000 cubic feet of helium had been lost.
Plecing the K-101 back in flying status was temporarily delayed
by the breakdown of the portable purification units about the
first of QOctober.

The K-109, on 7 Auzust, was struck by z wrget tow cable when
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& PBY relecsed a terget sleeve over Field Number 2., The cable
rinoed throush sixteen inche:z of the envelope., Within 25

minutes aftsr the czble had struck the ship, temporary patches
hzd been apnlied with the loss of only 8,000 cutic feet of helium.
The ship was declared to be in &n operationzl status for flights
the next night.

On the night of 19 June, the K-130 struck the water while on
petrol in the Straits of Gibraltar, resulting in the loss of. the
radar hat and radio zltimeter antennz. At the time of the accident,
the ship wzs proceeding ocut of the Straits after having received a
warning thet enemy aircraft were approaching.

The movement which led to the develonment of joint operations
between =n sirship and surface craft for minesweeping began in
September, Two combat air crews arrived at Cuers-Pierrefeu air-
field in southern France, on 14 September 1944 to est:blish
faciities there for operzting one blimp. Commsender EIGHTH Fleet
ordered & single airship to France in order to conduct experiments
in mine spotting ané plotting. The K-112 arrived at Cuers on
17 Septenber 1944 and exp=riment:=1 mine plotting began on the
morning of 20 OSeptember. The airship had been ferried to Cuers
in 2n uneventful trip which inclucded an overnight stop at Oran,
Llgerla, where & stick mast had been set up.

Putting the faciliities of the Cuers zirfield into shepe for
handling an zirshi» taxed the insenuity of the two alrcrews since
they arrived at the aerodrome only 18 deys =fter the liberation of
the port of Toulon, 11 miles to the nortawest. Lt one time, the
field had been =n elaborzte lighter-than-cir esteblishment, with
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trvo 870-foet hangers and five gasometers for storins hydrogen.
Vhen the K-112 arrived on 17 September, three Spitfire scuadrons
iere flving strafing mlssions from the field. The British cooperated
wholeneartedly in setting up blimp fzeilities on the field. They
Indicated the areas near the field which had not yet been de-mined.
RAF engin=ers, using dynamite left behind by retreacting Germans,
aided in blasting holes for mest anchors in the tough, rocky soil.
Australians aided in zround handling the zirshin durine the first
few days after its srrival., During the first weeks of operation,
fuel and gasoline truck were supplied by the British s;uadrons. In
orcer to make nossible cowmmunicztions between blimp and the field
tower, a VHF transmitter-receiver from a Spitfire wzs installed
temporarily in the airship.

Durinz the first week at Cuers, the blimp crevs lived on army
C and K rations. Vhen errangements had been completed with Navy
activities in Toulon, chow was excellent., Officers and men cocked
their own food and washed their own clothes during the first few
weeks, Officers lived in a French villa--vhich a fevw weeks before
h-od housed German officers. The enlisted men lived in French
anlistec men's barracks.

Except for rocfs that lesked an doors which had no gear for
oneninz or closing them, the hangars at Cuers .ere in good shape.
£ft=r a neval mine disposcl officer had inspected the structure
and declared it free of "booby treps", the doors cn one of the
hengars were put into operation by the blimp crews., Gear for

operating them had long before been mede inoperative, so block
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and tackle were rigzed so that trucks could be used to »null the
coors open «¢nd closed. The 120-foot hanger sill mcde docking
operations risky--cspecially without & mobile mast =nd when
uzinz inexperienced groundhandling persomnel. The meobile mest,
which was dismentled in Gibralter and shipned to Cuers, did not
arrive until the last week in October. But the ship was success
fully docked during the first weeks without the mobile mast
during pericds of no winé conditions. One hundred twenty hour
checks were held in the hang;r, an¢ gear still in the hangar which
hed been used for working on rigid cirshipswss nut to use for
checking the K-112,
At about the time that the RAF moved from the field, a
United Stetes Army air/sea resue unit moved in. The fuel truck
which this unit brought with it replaced the British truck which
hed been used for fueling the airship, and gasoline was hauled in
50-gz=11lon drums frém Toulon. A few weeks after the arrival of the
first blimp, 2 group of German prisoners wes zssigned to the Cuers
aerodrome, aznd the French Commindant of the aerodrome assigned some
of them to tne BlimpRon to aid in cround handlin? and other duties.
The static Italien-French battle line was zbout 70 miles east
of Cuers. On 29 September the K-112 searched for mines in the
Gulfs of Juen and Napoule--which were within 25 miles of this
battle line, Officers and men on pressure watch while the ship
was moored cutside cr-uld see, on moonless nizhts, artillery flashes
from this front. Germen reconnaisance plenes frecuently vere over

the Cuers aercdrome and on one occesion dropped fleres.,
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Violent "mistrsl" winds csusod the blimp personnel more
trouble then anything else at Cuers. Not until 16 October 194
were aeroldgy facilities established at the field which made 1t
possible to nredict the mistrzl which is z gusty, tufbulent,
nortawest wind. It rushes out of the Rhone Valley with velocities
of 50 and 60 knots and sometimes rersists for days. The K-112 rode
ocut three such "mistral" storms during which gusts of 60 knots were
registered and the wind averaged 40 knots. Inspection of the ship
after each of these storms revealed that no unduve wear had
occurred in the nose assembly or mast, After the arrival of the
aerclogy unit, which consisted of perscnnel from Fleet Air Wing
15 énd EIGHTH Fleet, it was possible to forecast the "mistrals"
and dock the =zirshin(s) before winds became too strong.

Aerizl mine plotting and spotting work from the K-112 began
20 Septemrer 1944. The mine fields zlong the southern coast of
France were moored beneath the surfazce of the wet-r at depths of
about 20 feet. In order to see them from any aircraft, it wes
necessary to fly almost directly over them at altitudes of about
300 feet. The slow spe d of the blimp, zlong withh the unobstructed
view of the water beneatnn the ship, made the airshin en ideal
platform from which to spot the mines. By use of ASG rader gear,
it also wes possible to plot the position of the minefields.

Vhen the K-112 had been sent to France for the mine spotting
experiments, it hed been fitted at Port Lyasutey with a loud speaker
unit to meke possible rapid communication with surfzce craft.

Tests with minesweepers in the Toulon srea indicated that they
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had nc difficulty in understanding instructions given over the
loudspecker. This unit also made possible commurkation with
craft =s smsll as rowboats. On 1 October 1944, the loudspeaker
was successfully employed in Rade d'Hyeres to guide a rowboat
from YMS #27 to a submerged object suspected to be z mine. In-
vestigatibn proved the object to be a submerged net buoy. However,
this was &n excellent demonstration of the use to which the loud-
speaxer unit could be =ut,

A dispetch from Commender EIGHTH Fleet tc Chief of Naval
Operations on 29 September i944 declered the plot ing of mines
by the blimp had been completely successful, and the blimp was |
more suited to the work than airnlanes. Commender Task Group 8l.4,
the unit to which the blimp was assigned for the mine plotting work,
suggested durlng first week in Octcober a joint operation between
the zirship and minesweepers in an actual sweeping maneuver.

On 9 October, the K-112 spotted and plotted = field of 15
mines 6.5 miles off Ciotat béy. This field hed not been previcusly
reported and it wes selected &s the site of exnerimental joint
operations between the airship and mineswecpers. This experiment
was started 13 October 19/ under weather conditions of visibility
of 2-3 miles anc¢ ceilings of 400-800 feet, with rzin showers.
Five French-manned YMS's and an SC vere assigned to conduct the
experiment with the blimp.

£11 the surface craft were United States vessels which had
been turned over to the French. Two French officers were aboard
the airship, along with en American officer from the staff of
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Commznder Escort Sweeper Group, to observe and cid in the co-
ordination of the operaticns of the vlimp and surface craft.

All communicztions were 1n French, so the French officers handled
the radio and loudspezker microrhones aboard the airshir.

After rendezvcus hcd been effected about 17 miles off the French
cozst, and the loud speaker and radio gear had been tested and foumd
overating satisfaecteorily, the airship proceeded to the minefield
unprotected; the function of the zirship wss to locete the last
mine in the field, mark it with smoke flare, and then guide the
leadin® mineswveeper to it.

After approximately an hour's investigation, the zirship
signeled the five minegeepers to enter the field streaming their
gear from the starbosrd. ©Smoke flares were droppred on vhich the
lead ship could guide., Instructions by voice radio and flashing
lizht were given constantly from the blimp as the ships neared the
mines, On cne occasion, the lead YMS was turned away from a mine
in its path. On the first sweep, one mine was cut. The SC sank
it with gun fire. Two more passes were made and z mine cut each
time. Because of the visibility beins so poor, the sweeps could
not see the coast line six miles away for navizational »urposes
® they recuested that the operation be delayed until the next day.
On the following day, 11 more mines were cut and sunk in the same
joint overation employed the day before. ©Since 15 mines had been
counted originslly by the blimp in the field, a check was made on
the third dsy. The blimp, after investigating the entire area
agein, reported an object deep in the water. The YMS's were
instructed to stream their gear at greater depths than they had
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been using and to pass over the aree marked., The fifteenth mine
wzs thus foun? and sunk,

Comuznder Escert Sweeper Group, in his report to Commznler
EIGHTHd Fleet on the operation, sent this dispatch at the conclusion
of the second day of the experiment:

"150520A-~FRENCH DRAGGEURS CPERATING VITH AERIAL RECCNRAISANCE
PARTY IN BLIMP TCDAY CCMPLETED TwWC DAY OPEEATIONAL CLEARANCE CF STRIN
OF MINES BETWEEN 43 03.12 NCRTH 05 36.45 EAST AND 43 04.82 NORTH
05 33.08 EAST X TCTAL 14 MOCREP CCNTACT MINES CUT AND SUNK BY GUN
FIRE X THIS FIRST TILE COHEIXED BLIMP AND SWEEPING OPEEATICNS
ATTELUPTED X BLIMP OF GREAT ASSISTANCE TO SWEEPER USING VOICE AND
VHF RADIO AND DROPPING FLARES LND CN CNE CCCASION TURNING SWEEPER
AVAY FRCHM MINE IN HIS PATH X FULL REPCRT FOLLOVS BY MAIL X CHECK
SWEEP OF AREA VILL BE MADE TOMCRRCV .M

The K-109 arrived in France on 24 October in order tat mine
svottine operations might centinue while the K-112 wes undergoing
an engine change. Sheortly after this airship arrived at Cuers,
Comﬂander EIGHTH Fleet directed an zirship at Bizerte, Tunisia,
for mine plotting work in Tunisian waters. The K-109 was flown
from France on 3 November in the executicn of these orders.

On 19 Cctober 1944, the commend of Blimp Sguadron FCURTEEN was
changed. Commender Emmett J. SULLIVAN, USN, was rclieved as squadron
comnanier by Lieutensnt Commander Franklin S, RIXEY, USN, in cere-
monies conducted on the zirship field at Port Lyautey. Lt. Comdr,
RIXEY was ordered to BlimpRon 14 from BlimpRon 12 where he was
squadron eomnander. Commender SULLIVAN became Lir Group Commender
(LT4) on the stzff of Commcnder Fleet Air Wing 15.
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period--November, December &and Jenuary--wcs the establishment of

detaechment st Cegliari on the Italian islsnd of Serdiniz. It

o

wes from this detachment--which beczme Advance base Number 2-~that
regulerly scheduled joint mine sweeping overztions between blimps
and surface creft were first carried out. The setting up of the
Ceglisri detechment began late in November after the comnletion of
mine spotting operetiocons in the Tunisicn war chennel.

Commeander Task Force 8l.4 initisted the operations in the
Tunisian waters when he recuested on 29 October 1944 by confidentizl
dispetch 291326 the use of an airship for making & check sweep of
the Tunisiap wer cheénnel. Vhen his recuest wzs approved by Com-
mander EIGHTH Fleet, the last stick mast remaining at Port Lyautey
wes flown to Sidi Ahmec Field near Bizerte, Tunisiz during the
first week in November. Two flizht crews from Port Lysutey erected
it en® the K-109 ves flown from Cuers, France on 3 November to
Bizerte.

Flicht operaticns begun 4 November and, during the two-week
operation, two mines were sunk and 31 plotted in the waters in
which the airship and sweeps from MinRon 11 coperated. Blimp crews
flew 76.2 hours in ninespotting missions during this two-week
meneuver.

While the operation from Bizerte was underwey, Comiander
Lmnhibious Forces 8th Fleet recuested on 13 November an his
121624L thet an airship be made eveilable for joint sweeping
operztions in waters around Seérdiniz., The setting up of this
adgditionszl advence bsse meant the procuring of a mest. No stick
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masts remained at Port Lyzutey. The arrivsl of the mobile mast at
Cuers, France from Gibraltar lste in Cctober, had made the stick
mest at Cuers not vital to eirship operations since the hangers
there made it possible to operzte more than one zirship with the
single mobile mast. Therefore, the stick mast at Cuers was teken
down end flown to Elmas Field near Cagliari, Szrdinis and erected
in time for the X-109 to begin oversting from it on 21 November
after the Tunlsizn work had been comnleted 18 November. The mest
wes left on the Bizerts zirfield so that locstion mizht serve ss
an alternate base for blimns operating in the Mediterranean.

The flizht crews which hed flown the zirship during operations
at Bizerte were moved to Cagliari and the Scuadron's Advznce Base
#2 came into being. Another flight crew was tcken fron Port
Lyautey to meke a 4-crew detachment at this advence bese.

After errival at Cagliari, the K-109 immediztely began
meking preliminary surveys of the waters around Sardinia. This
zerial survey work sometimes proved previocus plots of the mines in
error. ©Such a case occurred 25 November, when 83 mines were plotted.
A minute diagram of the mine pattern wzs made and the fact that only
two lines existed instesnd of three lines as reported by intelligence
was established. During this preliminary survey work, 268 mines
were plotted from the sirship.

On 26 November, comnending officers from severzl units attached
to MinRon 11 were flown around the Gulf of Cagliari to observe
mine fields and types of mines end to investigate suitable anchorages

for surface craft. Aboard the cirship during this flight were
commending officers of MinDiv #32, of the USS INCESSANT (AM248),

of YMS unit stteched to MinRon 11, and of YMS #200. A secord
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such demonstr=tion flirht wes flown on 29 Noverber when Comuander
4. W. RCBINSON, whe was relieving Ceptein G, H. UILLIAMS 2s Com-
mander Task Groun 81.12, flew abosrd the zairship.

Captain WILLIAMS, befcore being relieved as commending officer
of Task Group 51.12, directed from the K-109 the first joint oper-
etions at Caglicrl between airship e¢nd surface craft., The sirship
operated with 5 sweeps and 3 trawlers at the approaches to the
Gulf of Cegliari.

It wes 6 December--when AM boats operzting with the airship
cut and sank 8 mines--before any mines were cut at Cagli=zri. In
a typiczl operation, the blimp would work with 5 or more surface
craft, merking with smcke flares the pcsitions of mines before
and after their mooring csbles had been cut by swerps, This
marking increased many times the speed with which zn area could be
sweét safely. Efforts to sink the mines by gunfire from the blimp
proved unsuccessful. On 13 December, the K-109 fired 60 rounds
in an ettempt to sink a mine which had drifted intc unswept waters.
The danger of demzge to the airship which would result if &z mine
exploded forced pilots to remein so far away from the mine that
gunners could not hit it., If it were not for the danger of the mine
-exploding when hit by gunfire, the mines could heve been sunk,
This wes demonstrated on 26 November when the airshin sank two net
buoys with gunfire,

During December, the X-109 flew mine sweeping flichts on 17
¢ays during which 56 mines were cut and sunk. Except for one
other day when a utility flight wss made to Bizerte to pick up
sup~lies, the weather kept the blimp on the ground. There were
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no deys on which surfece craeft could opercte and the eirshiv
could not because of weather.

During Jenuery 1945, the Cagiicri eirship vwas flo'n on 15 days.
No mines v.ere svept during this ronth, most of the flichts being
~lotting missions with officers from minesieepers eboerd. On
18 Jenuery, while escorting &« YMS whicl: wes sweeping &n enchorage
neer Port Guinesz, the eirshinp vw:rnec the suvrface creft thet she
was heeding for ¢ shoal ncrth of Berni Rock. The YMS imredictely
mede & sharn turn to starboerd, svoiding the shoal tut losing
her cear on the rocks. Subsecvently, the airship directec the YUS
through deep vater, enebling her to recover the sweeping gezr by

$ 2 4

poingﬁggﬁ)the shosls over voice redio.

Meanvhile ¢ single @irshiv continued tc be operated from

Cuers, efter the esteblishment ¢f the advance base =t Caglicri.

'

The Cuers cdetzachment cid not rerticipete in eny Jeint sveeping

¢

operztions cduring November, Pecerber, eénd Jenuvery. The airship

vhich orercted from there during tuese months weas flown on mine

plotting end scort missions., French minesweeping urits lezte in

December ennounced¢ plans to begin sweeping operations 15 Januery,

but, 2t the end of Jznucry, sweeping of mines zlong the scuthern
ast of France had not yet started.

During these three months, the coastel waters from Nice in
the east to within ZC mi“es of the Spenish bercer in the vest
were surveyed from the blimp. Repected sweeps were mede in
erecs which presented speciel sighting problems. One such ares
ves the waters into which the Rhone River, mede muddy by winter

rein

(4]
\;:

mptied. Muddy vater in this arec mecde the spotting of
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submerged objects elmest impossible et times. If surfece winds
exceeded 17 to 1% knots, spottine ccnditicns were not suiteble

anC crecs swept under such wind conditicns were alvicys re-suept
when lighter winds vere blowing.

To avoic veoste of flight hours in ereecs vwhere winds were too
stron: for minespotting, tvo missions vere essigned deily. One
of these wcs west of Toulon, the other east of that French port.
Cnly in rare instences were windés tooc strong in both arecs on
the szme day for mine spotting. Northwect winds rolling down
end cut ¢f the FKhone velley gave most of the trouble in the
westcrn arees., Winds east of Toulon generslly were light.

YMinespottins missions were assigned by Frenchauthorities
zbout & week in edvence. Alilrship plots of the arezs were
deliverec¢ to the French upon the completion of the plot. The
c¢irship was under the operaticnel contrecl of & British Air Group
which contelled Allied cperations in thet theater,

Flights &t Cuers ordinscrily took off sbout 0730 and lended
ebout 1630. Briefing took plzce et the cfficers! ville the
evening before. The crewv, which had flown the fligcht on that
day, wouvld rerort the work they had done to the crewv which wes
to teke out the filight the next day. nroute to and from the
plotting srezs, the blimp made deily sweeps of the zpnrocches
to the harbors of Tculeon eénd Merseille, These harbor sveers
were made because the clmost nightly presence of enemy rlenes
over the erec mede itfseenm probsble that mines might be dropped in
siwept chennels from the air. One such object which could h:ve been

& mine dropped by rlanes wrs found by blimp necr Toulon on 7 Januery
+ 0
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The flights ¢f CGermsn reccrreisence vwlenes over Toulon,
Mzrseilles, snc the Cuers fielcd were frecvent during the menths
of November, December, end Jenusry. Some fleres were dropred
which vere pleinly visible to blimp crews «t Cuers, ¢nd, on the
nirth of 25 November, a Germen plene wes reported shet Cown over
Tcoulon--11 miles freom the field., 4t the time of the Germen breck
threcugh in northern France curing Decerber, zll of southzrn
France was zlerted to the possibility of Germen parschutists
being drovred in the crez, After 6 Gernens, dressed as Americean
army officers, were vpicked up near Toulon ént Marseilles, &l1
United States officers were zrmed. The rfuzrd on the Cermen
prisoners helc at the Cuers field wes tripled and the blimp
crews set up speciel security wetches. The 50-calibre machine
guns were removed from the cirshir end set up on the hanger ceck,
£ Frenchi PBY wes perked in the hahgar door in such 2 wey thet
the machine guns on it cculd be used to sweep the field., Para-
chutists were reiorted dropred within & miles of the field.

The a2lert causec one BlimpRon officer some unezsy minutes when

he was caught awey from the field after dark, the FFI, which was
petrollinge and blocking «11 roads in scuthern France ¢t the time,
~icked him up. Since he couvld speak no French, znd they no
Fnglish, he wos held 4 hours, until @n English-spesking French
dector in the village assurec the FFI leaders thet this "American"
was authentic.

£ perticulerly delicezte job of mine nlotting wes uvndertuken
by the airship on 25 Novewber vhen the French recvested the blimp
to plot & chernel throuvgh & mine field sc thit construction meterial
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--bricks chiefly--cculcd be shipred from the smell port of Bencol
to Toulon for reneiring wer demege. The tlimn spent three days
plotting the cha=znel thrcuzh 19 mines vhich were plezced across the
1 1/2 mile entrance to the bay. The work of plotting mines this
sccura tely wes peinsteking., The Cuers eirshiy occesicnelly was
essigned missicns other then minespotting. On 12 November, the
eirship was sent inlend to sesrch for & missing P-39 amons the
foothills of the Aps. The P-39 turned up at an elternzte airport.
£nother crsshed plezne, which hzd not been reported previously, was
spotted. The escort missions which the sirshin was assigned
frecuently were intended¢ to trctect the surfi:ce vessels during
their nessege through weters in which floatins mines were likely
tc be encountered.

The "Mistrsl" winds kept the eirship in the hanger et times,
but these dic¢ not seem to be s severe as those encountered during
the first days the eirship opersted st Cuvers. During November
the airshir flew 21 days end in Deceibcor 1l4.

In Janvery, snow ané lcing conditicns at Cuers sometimes kept
the airship in the hangar. Flichts went out on 12 days during the
month. The plnned erecticn of a stick mast at Port Venires, on
the scuth coest of France ebout 5 miles from the Spenish border,
was cropred after en inspection perty visited the eres, Winds és
high &s 100 knots were reported &s "not unccruion"., On 30 January,
the airship opereted with sweepers off Port Vendres for the first
time by flying from Cuers &nd returning the same day--&¢ distence

of ebout 150 miles eecch wvey.
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The mest for the Port Vendires meneuver had been flovwn from
the 2zores where it had been used in the ferrying operctions
during ey and June of 1944. Vhen the Port Vendres nroject wvas
dropned, the mest wes erected nesr Cennes--con the French Riviera
east of Cuers. During the erection work, gunfire on the Italien
front, 25 miles awcy, could be heard. This mest wes to serve es
an emergency port and for sweeping operctions to the ecst as socn
as the Gernens moved from Itely.

At Port Lyautey, vhere 10 crews remained, retrols of the
Straits of Gibrelter continued along with other missicons sssigned.
The number cf blimms on ratrel in the Streits nightly depended
upcon the current submnocrine estimste. Most of the time, only one
cirship was used nightly in the Straits, but cccasicnslly two,
end once during the pericd of November thrcugh January, three
blimps were on the "fericem,

The Gibraltsr patrols, which ordinsrily were of szbout 15
hours cdureation, were lengthened to ebout 186 hours frecuently
becezuse of fog et Crew Field which »revented landing until noon.
Feder telkdown tralning flights vere insugurated 16 November to
meke possible emergency lendings under instrument conditions if
necessery. The trsining exercises worked well with the eirship
lencing on the HTZ rum.ey on Craw Field. However, cne morning in
Februery, when the talkdown wes attempted under esctuel rero-zero
cencitions, the lending perty wes unzble to catch the sirship on
" two passes it made 2t the field. However, experience geined during

these ettenpts indiceted that with more cereful plennins of the

e
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project and slight medificeticns in the routine, an airship
could be essily landed on the runwey in zZero-zero conditicns.
Rezsons for the feilure to land cduring the first experiment
seemed to be that (1) the Reder operater tolked the airship down
behind the landing perty on the first pess end (7) the airship
was kept steticslly light durine the approsches which made 1t
impossible for the aprroech to be slow encugh for the lending
rzrty to catech the shir.

Chief objection toc the 18-hour fiights wes the loss of
helium which resulted from them. The eirship usually wes so light
that 20 to 60 seconds of helium hed to be valved d=zily to insure e
saofe lanfins. Becevse of the small operating field which wes
edged with embankments, the blimps could not be tzken off with
enouvgh bellast to offset this landing time lightness.

Besides the berrier pstrol, escort, rhotogrsphic, calibrecticn
and minespotting missions were assignec the Port Lysutey airships.
Ordinsrily there were 4 airships aveileble. On two escort missions,
the mests at Orean and Bizerte were useé¢ for fueling stops. On
6 November the cdirection finder stetion at Port Lysutey wes
celibtrated and on 8 Decenber & United Stetes Army direction finder
steticn located et Mogodor, French Morccce, weas calibrated by an
eirship., The Mogocor mission reguired & 15.9 hour flight since
Mogoder is loczted about 250 miles south of Port Lyzutey.

No mines were found on the minesrotting missicns flovwn necr
the Streits of Gibrealter. Photocruphic missions included rvhoto-
grarhing bombs droprec from & PBY of VPB 63 to check instzlleticn

cf bomb reacks.
"y -
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Lnti-subuerine tmining exerclses with teme submerines wes
discontinued after 25 Noveuber because of the neec for tre eir-
chins for operationsl micssions.

During the three-monthh tericd from November 1944 through

&t least one of tlLe
Jenuary 1945,/5cuedron's 6 cirshirs vwes out of commission because
cf an accident. The K-101, which ws demeged 15 Sept: uber in &
blesting eccident on the field, was back in flight stetus 6 Decerber.
Purging of this blimp, which wes delayed because of repzirs needed
by the portzble helium purificztor, begen 5 Novenmber. After purging
wes completed, ecd justment of the horizontzl surfaces wes necessery
to counterect dynemic nose heaviness of the ship.

The K-130 vwes denaged extensively cn the night of 31 December
vhen the eirship struck the benk cduring tzkeoff from the sirshi-
field at Port Lyautey.

The K-122 wies deflated on the field on 15 Janvary 1645 whena
perscn posing s a French officer accidentelly drove & jeep into
the long lines &nd rip cord extender which had been rigged on the
eirship beccuse of high winds. The envelope was damaged beyord
local repsir and the car vwas shipped to Cuers, Frecnce where the
ship wes to be re-erected in the hengar.,

Veather at Port Lyautey remainec mild thrcughout the "wat"
season. Rain did not intefere with eirship cperstions. Only
factors which hzmpered blimp flichts were the fog over Craw field
and occasional scuells which passed over the field with gusts &s
high as 45 knots, During one of these squalls, the 80-rcund lover

rudder of the K-123, which hed been steked down behind the operstions

o

ut, was torn loose from the stckes and cerried en 1/8 of & mile to

.
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the enlisted men's tent city. On eanother occasion, gusts becare
so severe thet the hendreil to which the emergency wheel on the
K=120 w:s riegced after the cccident of 31 Deceriber wss broken off.
An emercency suprort for the wheel hzd to be rigred from 2 by 6
timbers. The Comuencing Cfficer cof the Squsdron commended Ens,
W. C. WARD, end E. L, JCNES, AR3c, for skillfully riding the ship
¢t the mest during the sguell efter the wheel had brcken off.

There vere tvwe ferry flights bstween Port Lyesutey and Cuers
in December, On 2 Decenber, the K-134 wzs flown from Port
Lyautey to Cuers on the first leg of the flisht., A pre-dawn
takeoff wes mede the next dey and the ship was helfwey across
thie Mediterranean when the Cuers detechment orcered the pilt to
Oran because of Mistrcl vinds cn the Cuers field. The X-134
returned to Oren vhere it remeined until 2 December--5 days--
because of bad westher. On that dey, weather hed improved encugh
to peruit & flight to Cuers.

After the arrivel of the K-13/ at Cuers, the engines on the
K-117 were chanred and fcocrward surge patches rerleced. £11 mejar
control cebles on the shiv were renewed. The K-112 had been at
Cuers since 17 Septerber, and after comnletiocon of the overhsul vork,
the eirchip v:s flown to Port Lyautey on 79 December in & ncn-stop
flight which required just over 16 hours for the 850-mile wir.
This wecs the only flight from Lysutey to, or from, any of the
Mediterraneen bases in which & stor wes nct mede &t Oran.

When the specizlly constructed blimp field ztop the hill west
of Craw Field becezme operctionzl late in August, maintenance offices

2E
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and work spocces vere not moved from their locztions on Cravw Field
proper. This seperction bhetveen mcintenance units ené the opersting
field slovied repzir «né che& work, so, in December, two additicnzl
cuonset huts were erected neer the blimp field and 2ll meintenance
units werg moved into them. The Scuadron's Suprly Cffice remsined
on Crew Fieldé beceuse of the leck of room in the four Quonset huts
which hcouseé 211 Scuadron offices on the hill,

The crénance geng converted o0ld French bomb shelters into coffice
anC stovege srice for ordnence gear and @ semi-permeénent instzlleation
ves mede for the prortable helium urits when they were instelled near
the "slot" mooring circle on the blimp field. This new locetion
simplified somevwhat the problems invelved in purging and tovrrning-
up operaticns, particulerly the latter. After the plants were
moved, vractically &l top-ups were mede through the purging lines
l=id under the mst from the cent-r of the mooring ~ircle tc the
rurifyins plants, where helium storzge cylinders were locazted.
Before the nlant wes moved, helium cylinder or multi-cylinfer units
heé to be trenspecrted to the airship.

When the purificetion units were moved, trailer doliies &nd
21l wheels were removed, znd a semi-permenent instellation wves
improvised by plzcing twelve ccncrete blocks under ezch nlant.

This arrancement ¢ided meterielly in reducing vibretion which &t
all times hed been & serious problemn.

The blesting accident in which the K-10l1 was dumaged in
September left that ship vwith 2 purity so low theat it could not
be mezsured with e Cembridege eénelyzer, and imposed @n unexpected
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and hecvy burden on the purifying plents. Since the purity could
not be determined, resuvlts of & preliminery purge from z24 ~eptewdber
to 1 October cculd not be measured. By mezns of an effusion tyoe
analyzer, the purity was found to be 62.2% on 5 Noverber, the date
a sec.nd ourge wes begun. This urse ended on 27 November when &

purity of 96.9% vas attrined. Approximately 1,027,250 cu. ft. of

m

pes were ron turcuzh the olants during the first »urge, and 2,051,000

f

cdurins the second. To replece the air removed from the helium and
plant losses, and to top up the sirship, 291,152 cu. ft. of helium
were aided to the K-101 durinz the second :urge.

Besides r2turning the XK-171 to 2 flight status, the helium

gay was able to maintcin ¢ satisfactory avesge ourity in the rest

q

of the Scurdron's cirsnins deznite the fect tast three of the air-

ships viere absent from Port Lyautey for periods of as much zs three
months. At the end of the yecr, the wveage ~urity for all six ships
wes about 96.0%. At the endé of Februzry, the average ourity for five
shins wes sbout 96.5%. The purity of the K-109 wus raised to 98.0%
on 22 Qctober, just before it departed for an sdvznce base; the
K-191 purity was 93.1% befor: it left Port Lyautey on 25 Februsry.
it one time the uverage purlty for all six shipns vwes 97.1%.

In=smuch =3 most rurges were accomnlished while zirshins wiere
undergoin: meintencnce checks or were not recuired operationzlliy,
ourging did not interfere with overztions. Esp-cially during

February, however, many of the rurges uwere mede during a short

eignt hour to twelve hour pericd between flights.
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Betveen June 19/, the month the squadron arr-ived oversecs,
and the end of Decewber 1944, approximatsly 1,350,000 cu. ft. of
helium vere ex-ended--cn average of about 725,000 cu. ft. for each
eirship for & six months! period. From purity reccrds over this

-

veriod, it appeared that the averzge dro» in nurity per ieek was
sbout 0.,3%. Despite meintensznce problems, sggr veted b: leck
or delay of replacement varts, the operating timz of the portzble
puri“ying plants wss considered highly satisfactory. One of
the plants was 1n operation purifying heliuan 5C0.2% of the totzl
time from July throuz’: 31 December.

During the 8 month psriod of Februzry through Septericer 1945,
thie European wer come to zn end end, with this cessztion of

hostilities, czme on end zlso to the anti-subuecrine missions which

(L'

e¢lrships hacd i n flying in tne Gibrzlt:zr zrez for a yesr. The
minesveeping prosram, which the airships of BlimpRon 14 hazd been
carryinZ cut «s an czéjunct to their anti-subuarine patrels, then
became the vprimery function assigned to the Sguzdron. To carry out

-

these missions of spotting and rlotting enemy minefields, =zirships
onerated from bases at Cuers, France; Caglieri, Sardiniz; Rome,
Pis=z and Lido in Italy; the island of Malta--these besides the
main home base of Port Lysutey, French Morocoo.

The number of air:hips remaininz at NAS Port Lyautey varied
during the 8 month period. Usucl.y it was four untillafter VE dey.
Until VE dey, primery function of tihese sirzhips wss to carry out

the night petrol of the "fence" in the Straits of Gibraltar. During

these lg

U’

; few months of the Eurcpesn war, only one airship was
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kept on the "fence" nigatly. Late in March, en zd”itionzl daylight
5

MLD patrol wes 2steblished by Flset Air Ving L
This consistac
the ocezn bottom just west of the Straits and wes an sres of gocod
possible
bottom &t reletively shallow depths. It wes considerzd/thaet
eneny subm ' rines might he lying on this bottom during hours of
daylizht. Several wrecks on end near the ridge made this natrol
especially difficult and recuired constint nin-pcint nivigstion.
Frequent daylight escort missions also were carried out by
the airshins durine the last three mconths of the war in Europe
an? the monta following VE day. Fle=t Air lWing 15 cevised a
special blim»plane coverage for escort missions which wzs tried
not more than 3 or 4 times during the period. Under this escort

plaen, the vlazne covered the area 5 to 7 miles outside the convey,

(o)

the blimp--with its MAD gear--cover:d
was passing. This meant thet the airship constantly wis weaving
in and out among the shins of large conveys at MAD altituce--cbow
10" feet. VWith the ending of hostilities in Europe, this plan was
dronned during the additionsl month that the Port Lyautey based
airshi»s escorted convoys. After VE day, blimps and planes did
not work jointly on convoy covercges,

The last anti-subm.rine mission was flown by a BlimpRon 14
airship on 6 June 1945 when & 55-ship convoy was escortaed, This
was exectly one year after the first anti-submerine peatrol wes
flovn in the Straits of Gibrzlter cn 6 June 1944 by en airship.

Durinz Februcry, an zirshin based at Port Lyautey--the E-112-_

-30-
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the area over which the convoy
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Scortzd the United States ncvel vessels cecrrying President
Franklin D, ROCSEVELT to the Crimes Conference. Early in the

month, the sirsh’p toock off from Port Lyautey and steyed with the

=4

vessels carrying the presidential party until they had passed
Bizerte, Two f1li'ht crews were emploved in the operation. One
f

of these flew thes blimp from Port Lyautey to Oran, (escortine the

vessels throuch the Straits of Gibrelter); the second crew nicked
up the airship at Oren when it stopved for fuel there. At the
completion of the oreration, the airshi» returned to Port Lyautey.

Late in Februzry, the K-109, which was based at Cagli-ri,
escerted the President—carrying vessels on their return voyage.
Since the K-109 vweas in need of check and overhaul work vhich could
be accomnlished only =zt Port Lyautey, this eirshi» wes returned to
Port Lyautey when it left the naval vessels in the Atlantic well
clear of the approsches to Gibralter. To renlace the K-109, the
K-101 was ferried to Cagliari on 19 February.

On 13 March, because of the increased U-boat activity in
the approzches to the Straits of Gibrsltar, Commanier Morocean bes
Frontier in his seret dispatch 1311104 initiated a recuest to
Commander EIGHTH Fleet asking for the imrediate return to Port
Lyautey of the two blimps operating at Cuvers and Cagliari. On
the same day, Commender EIGHTH FLeet directed by secret dispatch
132148 thet the blimps in the Mediterranezn return to Port
Lyautey on 15 March where they were used to increzse the number
of deylight convoy covereages provided by BlimpRon 14.

These shins remsined at Port Lyautey until 11 April, when

sy e
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the K-101 depart:d Port Lyecuter for Cuers to resume nminesweeping
work there in compliance with orders from Comuender EIGHTH Fleet.
The X-101 srrived in Cuers on 1/ April,

Cn 26 M=rch, the K-109, which had returned from Cagliari the
week before, was completely demolisned on the field at NAS Port
Lyautey in a freak win?. There were no personnel injuries. The
K-130 was damaged slightly at the same time. The K-109 was torn
from the mobile mast to which it was moored in a violent whirlwind,
or updraft, which was so loczl in character that it avparently
affectad only the smell area in which the two zirships were moored
on Field No. 2. The airshi~ caught fire and wes completely
destroyed ecbout 500 yards from the mobile mast which was overturned
end so badly twisted that 1t had to be surveyed

The accident occurred at 08374 (loczl time) after a night of
moderszte winds which averaged 15 to 20 knots with intermittent
rains. Because of the unsettled weather, the Scuadron Operzticns
Officer 2t 0745 had recuested a weather forecast. There was
nothing in this forecest to indiczte the violence of the winds
which were to pass over the immediate area in which the two &irships
were moored about 40 minutes later.

To replace the K-109 and the K-123, which had been zccidentally
riooed at Port Lyautey in Janusry, Chief of Naval Operztions late
in Merch directed that two more airships be ferded from the Stetes,
ks a result, the K-89 and K-114 arrived &t Port Lyautey on 1 May
after =n uneventful transatlantic ferry operzation which included
stops at Bermuda and the Azores.

T, -
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After 1 June, only 7 flizht crews remained a2t Port Lyautey;
the rest were &t avance bases in the Mediterrznean cerrying out
minesiweening operations. Viith the en¢ of znti-subnzrine missions,
these Port Lyatey crews formed an air-sea rescue unit.

Lfter 13 June, when the K-130 wes ferried to Cvers, France,
only twe sirships remained at Port Lyautey. Since.at Port Lyautey
the crows were on & standby status as &n air-sza rescue unit, a
light fiight training schedule of about 5 fiights per week vere
carried cut., These included air-sea re-cue proced: res and radar

alkdown exercises.

A month lat'r, on 15 July 1945, the K-89 was ferried to Detach-
ment #3 leaving only two zirships at Port Lyautey. Anc in August the
K-112 was ferried to Cuers for deflaotion because of the condition of.
the envelope. This left only the K-114 at Port Lyautey.

Durinz the verio¢ from VE Day--8 Msy--until the end of Septewber,
the Port Lyautey crews were cslled on for an air-sea rescue assign-
ment only once. This was on 4 July when the ship was ordered cut
to sarchh for a2 Piper Cub overdue at the Neval Air Station. The
zirshn wes reudy to tzke off 12 minutes after the "first call" but,
just orior to tckeoff, Station Oper:tions notified the Sgusdron
that the »lcne had been located.

Several phetocrophice flichts during June-Septomber were mede
over Casabglanca and Rabat. Two radio direction finmer stzation
celibretion flights also were flown.

With the departure of Fleet Air Wing 15 from the European
Theater on 9 July, there were slight changes in the senior commends

under which BlimpRon 14 operated. The Scu:zdron reported to the
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Commeniing Officer, Moroccan Task Group, who wes also Commanding
Officer of NAS Port Lyautey for admini:trative control.

From Februsry through September 1945, BlimpRon 14 meintained
an advence bese & Cuers, France--the only -ase from which BlimpRon
1. operated which had hangar facilities. Thils detachnent was the
origin=1 minespotting unit and had been established in September
19/4. Operzations from here were sporédic with airships arriving
ant departing the unit et irreguler intervels. Up until 16 March
1945, the K-134 was besed at this French bease zand was used for
plotting nmines along the south cozst of France. The entire coast
line from the Snenish border to Cannes wes covered. Actual sweeping
work was sporzdic. The airship was reczlled to Port Lyautey on
16 Merch on the day after actuzl sweeping had started with French
units., On thils oper-tion in the Baie de Sansry, 7 mines were cut
by the French vessels which consisted of 5 sweeps, 2 minelayers and
2 PC boats., The K-134 saved one sweeper from probable demage, or
evend estruction, when it warned the vessel that it ws drifting
toward a moored mine only 10 ysrds away.

Before the K-13/ returned to Port Lyautey in March, four
vhotographic missions « ere flown from Cuers. On 13 February 1945,
on orders of Supreme Headguarters Alliecd Expediticnery Forces, the

limp was used to photograph undervwater mines in the Baie de
Sanzry and CGrande Passe and underwater barricades along the French
coast from Sete to Pte., de L'Espicuette. These photographs vere
taken. for the army photographic research branch, War O0ffice,
London and were of an experimental nature emploving polareid lenses
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in an effort to determine denths of moored mines from photogranhs.
Results of tests were never lezrned by the blimp detechment.

Cn 21 Februery 1945, shore dzfense instzllations zlong the
scuthern coast of Frence were nnotogzrarhed for the British. This
mission wes repeated on 28 February.

The Cuers detachment hnd no zirship zfter the X-134 returned
to Port Lyautey on 16 March 1945 until the K-101 returned on
1/ April for the resumption of minespotting work. Minesweeping
work was resumed on 17 April with Task Unit 125.13.2--2 unit of
United States minesweeps. The airship worked with these American
vessels until 22 Mey when they were ordered to Palermo, Sicily.

From 1 May until 9 May 1945, the detachment had no airship to
worg/zizge ships., The K-101 hed departed on the first of the month
for Pisa, Italy where Advance Base III was being established. The
K-13/ was ferried from Port Lysutey to Cuers on 8-9 May to replace
the K-101l. The X-13/ remeined at Cuers until 10 June when it wes
ferried to Lido, Italy when Advence Base IV was established there.
Agsin the Cuers detachment was without an airship until 15 June
when the K-130 arrived from Port Lyautey as a replacement.

During the periods thet the Cuers detachment had no airship,
the crews there busied themselves with setting up facilities for
reerection of the K-123 which had beenripped accidentally in
Port Lysutey on 15 Janusry. The airship car, which was not
demaged, was shipred to Cuers «fter CCMINCH & CNC approved on
13 March plans for the re-erection of the zirship at Cuers.

This approval zlso provided for the establishment of overhaul
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facilities for overhiaul of the Squadron's zirships in the Cuers
hanmers, It carried with it the stipulation that this workwas to
be carried out with nc increzse in personnel an’ no base construc-
tion was zuthorized.,

wo civilicn technicians from Goodyecr Aircraft Corporction
arrived et Port Lyautey in Mzrch 1945 =nd were sent to Cuers in
April tc suvervise the erection work.

Slow delivery of needec gear from the States made it impossible
to start actual erection of the K-123 until 1 July 1945. On
2 July, the groundelo th wes spread snd the envelopne unpacked
preparcstory to erection of the eirship. On 6 July, the infletion
of the envelope begen. Tuventy-seven deays after the ground cloth
had been laiz, the K—i23 was successfully test flown.

Becausa of the condition of the enwdope, the K-101 wes
deflated and the cear crated for storage during the first week
in July &t Cuers. The K-112, also bécause of the poor condition
of the envelope, was deflatcd in Cuers during the first week in
September.

Mine spotting oberations by the Cuers detzachment were resumed
with the French on 21 August 1945. The Cuers-based blimp worked
with French minesweeps &t the mouth of the Rhcone River,

On the first dzy of the resumption of sweeping, a French
SC struck z mine =nd sank with the loss of four men. The accident
occurred while the zirshin wrs working with the sweeps end three SCs
were zbout four miles awey sinking mines elrezdy cut. One of the
SCs had drifted into unswept weters while attempting to sink a
mine. The'blimp‘proceeded imrediztely to the scene and d ronped
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life rafts, life jackets, znd a first aid kit. The sirship stood
by until 211 survivors had been t:zken abozard surfzce craft.

iline sweeping operations continusd throughout September 1945
whenever westher permitted. Up until 15 September, 67 mines were
cut during these operatiocns,

Photographic missions were flown for the Army and the French
over Marsellles and Toulon. 4nd for this work, b oth the Army
and the French sent notes of thznks to the detachment¥.

From February to June 1945, the Cuers detachment had an alternste
field at which to land in csse of mistrzl winds 2t Cuers. This was
on La Bucco field about 4 miles west of Cannes., Cannes is about
70 miles east of Cuers and because of mountuins, does not feel the
effect of the mistrzl winds zs does Cuers. A stick mastwezs set
up on this field in February but was never used by the airship.
Vith the establishment of Advance Bace III and IV in May and June
in northern Italy, Cuers became in fact a meintenance base for
the airships operating in that area. Therefore, the mast near
Cannes w:s meoved te Cuers in June to handle the increcsed traffic.

Ldvance Base III at Pisa was only four hours flisht time
fron Cuers and that base's a2irship returned to Cuers regulnrly
for maintenznce work. Advance Base IV also sent its airship
regularly to Cuers for check work; this flight from Lido, Itzly,
to Cuers recuired about & hours.

Advance Base #2 at Sardiniz during Februsry, Msrch and April
continued to aid American minesweens 1n clearing the herber of
Caglicri of mines. The joint operaticn between airship and surfeace
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crzft in minesweening operations had first beentried in
October 194/ off the coest of Frence. The Szrdiniz operation
proved .the worth of such teamrork. At the close of the lagliari
overation in March, Commander of the YMS unit engaged in the

-

cperation evaluated the part the biiwp hed tclen in the veork
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"A blimp is invelusble in clecring sweeps cf shallow fields.
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On et least two occasions, ships w probeble mining
by wernings from the blimp., Under average concitions of sez and

visibility, & YMS should be safe from conteet mines in eny water

v
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in which a blimp can see mines, It 1s ccnsidered desireble to
heve & M/S officer in the blimp as observer and for lizison with
the C.T.C. THe bliwmp shoulcl zlso be ecuipped with MN racdio to
provice instent relizble comnmunication vwith the ships'.

On the ceay before the beginning of & speciel cperation off
inzioc, Italy, the airship, working with the sweeps, aided in
the cuttins of zlmost & hunfred mines in Cagliecri herbor. This
minesveeping vork at Caglieri was interrupted for a week by
the Anzio operstion during the first veek in March. This operation

wes carried cut swiftly

enc efficiently. Between 1600 on 1 March
end 1700 7 Merch, the Caglieri ¢ etachment of 4 flieht crews had

noved sc swiftly thet the cfficers &nd men had:

o)
[ ]
o
e
&3]

metled the stick mest et Bizerte, TunisiaX--120 miles from
Ceglieri and 300 miles frcm Rome--cnd re-erected it on
Littoric Field in fome within 18 hours.

2. Ferried K-101 to and fronm fome @nd flew the zirshir on 5

minespotting missicons,
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3. Dismentled the mest which they hed set up 5 cdays previously end
stored it on & Rome cirfield,
The blinp end =11 hrnds--the first of vhom left Ceglicri et 1600

on 1 Merch--vwere beck &t Ceglicri, reecy to resume normel cperations

Coiuender Minesweeper Scuadron 7, with vhom the Cazlicri cdeteach-
ment operated in Serdinie, initizted the Fome menuever vhen he
recomnended in confidentizl dispatch 261747 Februery thet the sir-
ship be employed tc assist in sweeping mines near tre USS SVEERVE,
£M, which hed been sunk northwest of Anzio, Itzly. The sveepins ves
urndert:ken s & preliminsry step to the salvage of gecr eboerd the
minesweep which was sunk in 35 to 40 fathoms of weter, On 2 March,
Conumender EICHTH Fleet coproved the reccomuendations for use of the
blinp on the mission end directed thaet zir transportetion for the
mast between RFome ¢ nd Bizerte be furnicshed, This enprovel wes
conteined with Com8th Fleet'!s conficentisl dispeteh 020135 March 1945.

In anticipation of the epprovel cf the use of the blimp for the

maeneuver, the site for the erecticn of the mast in Home hed been

selected on 28 Februery by Comdr. E, J., SULLIVAN, £ir Group Com-
mender (LTA) on the steff of Commender Fleet Air Wing 15, end Lt.
M. H. NCRTCN, Officer-in-Cherge of Cagli:ri blimp detachment.
Littorio Airfidc, & Mediterreneen Air Trensport Service field,
controlied by the United Stetes Army fir Force, was chosen end
preliminsry arrengements for setting up the mest there were mede.
So when the finsl epprovel for the maneuver ves received, 11 hends
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et the Blimp Detecrnent were resCy to move swiftly.

4 Mediterreneen L£1ir Transvert Service C-4A7 errived et Ceglieri
in the ecrly efternoon of 1 Mecrch, en¢ tvio officers &nc tie men
of one flight cre. vere flown south to Bizerte vhere ther dismentled
the stick mast on Sidi Lhmed Field and loecded it on the plene befere
dark, This plene took off from Bizerte at 0530 the following
morning and arrived ¢t Rome at C815L, Because of the sssistance
given by Lt. Col. Douglas KEENEY, Commanding Cfficer of the air base,
the mest was ready for operaticn by 1330. The problem of descdmen
for enchoring the mast was solved cuickly by using portions of
pillzars from bombed-cut Itelien hengers,

Meanvhile, 2t Caglieri, on both the first and second of March,
the K-101 orerated as ususl with Task CGroup 81.12 end on those two
days played &n extremely vital role in the comrlete clearance of &
contzet mine field of 97 riines. This oreraticn would not have been
ettempted without the assistence of the blimp. At 03Z0 on the third
cf March, the blimp took off from Caglisri for the Rome mission.

The blimp wes on steticn in the eree of the wreck at 08l5 and im-
medistely begen minespotting work efter plotting the vosition of the
sunken ninesvweep by use of MAD gear. Mines in the vicinity of the
wreck vere plotled during this first missicon. When the first day's
flieht wes comrleted, the K-101 proceecec to Littorio Field where 1t
wes lended st 1600, The lending perty et Littorico Field wss made up
of fmerican scldiers besed there end of two blimp crews vhich had
been flown in from Caglieri by plene.

Thé next cday--4 Merch--Comdr. B, W, FORD, Assistent Air
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Cperation Cfficer for United Stetes LIGHTH Fleet, flev &s an
observer cbocrd the eirship., On this flight, the blimp flew
checd of the uwinesweeps as they scught & clezr chennel intc the
positicn of the sunken ship., The blimp spotted mocred contzct
mines and directed the sve=ps safely ecround them by vcice and redio.

On 5 Merch, Comdr. E. A. RUTH, Jr., Commender Tesk Group 21.15,
the group which was charged with cerrying out the mission of szl-
veging geer frcu the surnken sveep, flew abozrd the zirship. Spec-
ific mission of this flirht was to mark eccurately endé permenently
the position of the wreck. MAD geer on the blimp wes egein used
to locete the vwreck, and smoke fleres were dropred on the spot. By
use of the smcke fleres, the LM261 wss guiced to the spot and thet
vessel laid 2 marker buoy. Upon com letion of the dey's flight,
Commencer RUTH wes dropred at Anzio sc it would be unnecessery for
him to drive the 40 miles frcim LRome efter the airship landed there,
This was céccempliczhed by making & wheel lending on & fichter strip
nesr Anzio, end Ccommencer RUTH stepped out of the airship cer & fter
it was slowed to about five knots. No laencing perty ves used.

On the finsl day of the coperaticn, Capt. J. L. CALLAN ard
Capt. BUTLER, both on the steff of Commocore H. W. ZIRCLI, Senior
United States Navel Officer &t Rome, flew abcard the eirship. 2
finel check of the aree of the coperaticnwecs mede doring this short
flight. Lt. Col. Dougles KEENEY, Commending Cfficer of Littorio
Fiel¢, es zlso & pessenger on this flight.

Cn 7 March, the K-101 returned to Ceglizri. After the airship
hed taken off from Littorio, the twc crevs remeining there dismantled
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the mast ond locded it aboerd & truck for stering on Cicmpino field--
enother U.,S. irmy controlled field necr Fome. The mest'vas not
cstered et Litterio beccuse it wes exrected that Littoric field was
to be returned to the It:liun govermment within & few deys.

Immeciztely efter the mast had been loaded on the truck, the
two creis boerced a velting C-47, end these two were bscke t
Ceglieri a2t 1700--a few minutes after the K-101 hac¢ lended there--
thus completing one of the sviftest movements of eny BlimpRon 14
me neuver.

Comander &th Fleet sent this commendstory messege efter
completion of this maneuver:

"I HAVE NCTLD THE CUTSTANDING DEGREE OF CCCPERATICN RETVWEEN
THE LTA GRCUP, THE MINESVEEPING GRCUP AND SALGRCUP PURSULNT TO
THE TASK INVCLVING THE EX SUERVE X THE JCINT ENDEAVCE (LOCATICH
CF THE STRICKEN SHIP X PREPAR/TCRY S 'EFPING X SALVAGE TASK) IS AN

EXAMPLE OF CPERATICNS AGCRESSIVELY AND EFFICIENTLY PERFCEIED,M

After CommencCer Moroccen See Frontier recalled the cirshins
from Cuers end Ceglisri in Mecrch, the advernce base in Caglisri wes
closed since the minesweerning operation there wes comrleted, The
nast end eirship metorial were shipped by surfece craft to Bizerte,
then by rzil to Port Lyeutey. The mecss equipment anc provisions,
¢s well as transportetion, were turned over to en Army Lir Force
Communiceticns service deteil at Elmes Fielc. AL11 personnel from
Serdinie hed returred to Port Lyautey by 2 April.

Comphibs@th Fleet sent this message upon cowmnletion cf Sardinie

sweening orerestion:
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"WwITH THE CCMPLETICN CF THE CLELFANCE CF THE GULY OF CAGLIZRI
I WwISH TC CCNGRATULATE YOU ARD ALL THE VARICUS FCECES WHICH HAVE

)

LRTICIPATED IN THIS ASSIGNMENT X WHEN TAXEN IN LIGHT CF THE
NOMEEER AND CHARACTERISTICS OF TEE MINES SUVEPT AS WELL £S THE
LEYDRCGRAPHIC CHARACTER CF THE AREf I CCNEIDER THIE AN CUTSTLNDING
ACCCMTLISHMENT PARTICULARLY SINCE THEFE VAS NEITHER LOSS NGR
INJURY TC EITHER LIFE CR SHIP X WVELL DCNE X RADIO LYAUTEY PASS TO
CCUBLIMPRCN 14."

During thne last week in Mey 194%, Commender Blimp Squadron
FCURTEEN held & series of talks in Naples, Italy with rerresent-
etives of Comancer U.,S. Neval Forces, Northwest Africen laters
anc¢ tne British Mecditerrcnean Minesweeping Commend to discuss
esteblishment of an advence bese at Venice, Itely. After e
preliminery inspecticn of Lido Eeach eirfield, that site was
celected as the bese from which the eirship would operczte. On
30 May, a2 stick mest wes loaded sbozrd & C-47 at Port Lyautey
end flown to Lido, arriving there 31 May. The mast weas reedy
for operzticns on 2 June end the operating persconnel (three
flisght crews) arrived on 4 June. These officers and men had
vicked up transportation et Neples end driven it coverlend to the
Lido field. The sirship for the detzchment--the K-134-errived on
10 June, &«fter being ferried from Cuers via the Savone Pass in

he mountsins just west of Genoa.

Primary job of Adv:nce Base #/ (Lido) was to assist in the
clezrance of a channel from Venice toTRieste.

On 12 June, the K-134 wes flevn on the first mwine spotting
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mission in the Ldristic. 4 string of 150 Germen "Kety" mines

wes plotted on the flizht 100-200 yards off Lido Island, First
foint onerzticns with British mineswe=sns in the Vediterrcnecn took
nilece ocn 15 June in an area 5 miles west of Port {uieto, Istrie,

-

he zirshin found and

=

nlotted four lines tot«ling 38 mines znd

elght obstructors.

During July 19.5, the zirshir based &t Lico was flown on 20
flights totzling 225 hours. 4An officer of the Royal Navy flew
aboard the zirship on most mine spotting flichts as lisison officer,

On 30 July, the K-134 w=s flown over Baker Bay via, The
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Kereljevicki channel was checked but no mines were found. Known
mine fields in the Culf of Fiume end the Cansle Della Panesina zlso
were inspected from the eirship,

In fugust, the recently erected K-123 replaced the K-134
at Lido. The K-134 wos return=d to Cuers for nurge. Fiight from
Cvers to Lido re:uired cbouvt eight hours and wes made whenever a

ship needed check or repsir work done.

The last onerationsl mission was flown at Lido by LCetachment
FCUR on 1/ September. On 5 Septenber, the K-123 had been rejuested
to locete & wreck and in doing so, found an unchartsd minefield
around the wreck; between 50 and 60 mines were plotted.

After 7 overationzl flishts hed been flown during the first
two weeks in September the Lide detachment wos offieially closed
on 19 Sevtember and the sirship wes returned to Cuers on 15
September. Most of the airship gear was flown back by C47.

Some of the gear was sent to the islz=nd of Mslta for the
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esteplishment of Detachment 5., Perscnnel were returned to
Port Lysutey to rerlace crevs from there who were assigned to the
nev. Detschment 5.

tpproximetely one month after Advence Base II in Caglicri,

Serdiniz, hed been closed, Adv:ince Bazse III wes estebliished ot
Pisa, Italy. On 26 April 1945, & dispzteh wes orizincted by the

British Fleg Officer, Northern Area Mediterrenean at Leghorn,
vhich
Italxa/requested that the airship opersting from Advance Base I
in Cuers, France, be transferred to the Genoa area for sweeping
operaticns. This recuest wes ecddressed to Commencder-in-Chief
Mediterrcnezn (& British Commancd) who eprroved it and forvarded it
to the Commander United Stetes Naval Forces, Northwest Africen
V.aters further recvesting that & second eirship be essigned to
Advence Base I for continucticn of minesweeping along the scuth
coest of France. On 28 April 1945, Commencer U.S. Nev:el Forces
Northwest Africen Vaters further recuvested thet & second aircship
be assigned to Advence Base I for continuvetion cof minesweering
¢long the south coast of Frence. On 28 April 19.5, Commancer
U.S5. Navel Forces Northwest Africen Veters directed that this
transfer be effected ¢t the ezrliest practiceble dete,

L stick mast from Port Lyzutey was flown to Northern Itely
end the msst set ur on the Unit:d Stetes Army fighter field at
Pise. On 4 Mey 1945, the K-101 wes flown from Cuers, France,
to Pise in eprroximetely 4 h-urs. First mines in the Geconoza
area were plotted the next mofning when 18 were spotted from

the zirshipr in Le Spezia herbor.
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The Pisc detcchment operated with British Twelftih Mine-
sweeping Flotillzs which wes under command of Ceptein G. N.
RAVLINGS. The British use of the eirship ves slizhtly different
from thzt emrloved by American sweeps. The British used the air-
ship to meke preliminery vnlots of fields end then to guide in the
sweeps as they lay den bucys end made their initiel cuts in the
field. After the completion of this initel "cut" the Eritish
sweeps dic¢ not desire to heve the blimp over them during the
comrletion of the sweeping process since the den burys accurately
merized the mines remaining to be cut. Eech zrea weas swept 15
times., While the sweeps comnleted & sweeping cperction in this
manner, the airship wes assigned other areess tec nlot thus expediting
the overell job. The imericen sweeps in the Sardinian operction
employed the blimps es en observer throuchout the sweeping
opercticn--not cniy during the initisl cut.

After the surrenfer of the Germans in northern Itely, cherts
of mines in the Gence sarez vere received from tnem. The blimp

csed at Pisc plotted much of the Genoz srec before these charts
had been obtained. Much to the satisfection of the detechment

end the British sieeps, the plots which the airship mede corresponced
zlmost identicelly with the Germzn rlots.

This operatlon wes the first thet Captein FAVI.INGS had with
imericen airships. On 6 June 1945, in @ letter to the Cfficer-in-
Charge of the Detschment, he wrote: "The cepebilities of your
shin sre far superior to anything I have knownb efcre",

tdvence Base III (Pisz) minesweeping routine was broken by
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two &ir-seez rescue assigmments in July. On 2 July, the K-1320 was
directed to seerch for two pilots lost off the northern tip of
Corsicc. The zirchin beczme a pert of an air-sez rescue teanm
hich wes mede up of two surface craft, three nleznes, and the
eirzhip. After & six-hour secrch in winds which &t times rerciied

velocity of 55 knots, the K-130 returned to the base, where it
vies leerned tnat the pilots had been picked up nreviously. 4
verbal expression of apnreciation was received from the Army air-
se:x rescue group onerating in northern Italy, tusnkiaz this unit
for "svlendid cocper-tion end effort, espescially in view of the
very unfevorszble weather preveiling?

On 17 July, at 2323B, the Liberty shi» JCHN H, HL¥ "OND struck
= mine 11 miles north of Elba Island. At 04308 on 18 July (five
hours leter), the X-89 was directed to mske & search of the ares for
possible survivors, report extent of the demzge to the vessel, and
iirect surf:zce crzft to the scene. At 0526E, the X-89 took off and
wos over tne damsged vessel at 0610B,.

When the airship had been ordered ocut on the sezrch, it was
fezred thet the HAMICHD hed sunk after striking the mine. However,
when founé by the airship cre , it wes still afloat 6 1/2 miles
nortih of Elbe Island and @ifting in & course of 010T. The airship
reported to the stricken vessel, plotted her pcsition for her, and
cdvised the skipver of the vessel that the airshi» would stand by
te direct surfzce craft to the scene. Vhile standing by, the

eirshin made a thorouznh sezrch of the zrez surrounding the ship
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or survivers. Three ewmpty lifeboats were &ll thet wes found.
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ecalled teo bese for refueling. Vith
the seme crev, the cirship teoock off egsin efter & short briefing.
The eirship wes essigne
minesveer with szlvege crew sboard throurh mines to the vessel

to prevent further orifting, and operctions vere secured until the
following deay.

On 19 July, the K-£9 returned to the scene to assist in
salvege opercticns., The blinp sezrched the imnedizte arez end
repocrted the nositions of 52 mines. The eirshir then directed &
fletille, consisting of £ minesweeps &¢nd two tugs, tc sweep &
chennel to the HAIMICND, The entire group, with the HAN'CND in tow,
ves then led bty the airship to Port Piombino. During this tip,
y divertsd the lezding minesweep from ¢ floating mine.

At 1515B, the K-89 wes secured and received the following

messcge of a:rpreciation: "Very ey btnanks for your imwvelueble

These air-se: rescue nissicns interrvunted only temporarily

in the northwest Itslien

it

Lo gl i ». % . . T
the ine spottinz and »lotting worl

1. ..

weters. On 9 July, the eirshin was directed to replot crecs

zlrerdy checized ne.r La Speziz and Cecirz., This constent re-
anled M vie o £ % 3 88 B 2 e q . s 1A ~1 g e A S PR L | BT
checkinz was necess:ry slnce moored mines someblass Muelk" with

the winds and tides and c¢ld nlots thus beccme inscourzte., Onean

e-rlizsr nlot, 46 miness hod been reportsd in this zrec. (The plot

[Ah]
[N

hned not beon mede from an airship). The re-plot by the airship

revecled 108 mines. Decoy aines and iine obstructers also were
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located and plotted. Maurking buoys were lzid by surface crafi.
One flo.tin® nine s spetted and destroved (by surface craft)

during this nlot. £4n item of considerable interest located on
this mission wzs the finding of & dummy nine near Cecira., Equl
#lth wooden norns, the mine carried no chearz:, but closely rese
sctuel mines used in the arez.
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deflzted when the girshir

Ul

Cn =3 ifugust, tlhie K-89 we
overrcie the stick nmest during mestins orerctiocons. The car vies
~revered for shi—ment to Cuvers, Frcnce, through the port cof
Leghorn.

Just before the closing of the Pise detechment cn 15 oeptenber,

1]

tio omeretionsl Tlirshts were flown by the K-13Z which wes ferried
from Cuers to replcce the K-82, Mines were nlctied end ¢ check
sweep made ¢f e¢n aere: north of the islznd of Corsica. ALfter
completion of this two dey's orerztion, the senior cfficer abo:rd
the minesweers sent this messzge to the Detachment: "Meny thenks
for wvour excellent cooperation.”

Cn 10 Sentenber, the ¥-13/ wszs returnec to Cuers, merki
he end of cirship overcticns ¢t Letechment THREE ot Pisa, When

thie mest
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wes token down :nd 2l zesr vrepsred for shirment. On 15 Septznber,
C-4"7 vickeé up the gezr &nd personnel., The gear was teken to the
islend of Melte vhere /Adveince Base V wege esteblished, andé the
versonnel vwere returned to Port Lyesutey.

L few deys before the end of hostilities in Evrepe, Commencer-

in-Chief, Mediterrenecn, & British commend, recuested on 5 llay

that BlinoFon 14 be retcined in the | iterrcnesn erez for et
lecst four ~onths =zfter the close of hestilities for mine spotting
work. Cn the scme dey, Commender Naval Forces Northwest «#fricen
Veters forvecrded this recuest to the Chief of Neval COperctions who

rerlied on the 13th of the month thet the continued usc of the
o

Scuedron vwes enoroved, The Chief of Nevel Opercticons went on,

-50~



S~

DECLASS =

-
-

hewever, to sev thet should BEliwvrFon 14 crer:stions neot be

cempleted within fcour months, edditicnzl recomrendstions should

be

meaes,

North African Weaters, efter
WMediterranean, sent = dispcteh te

Eurore cn 26 Lugust 1945 stroncly recomrending

FCURTEEMY be retoained
wes in turn forwerdec to
by Commender Nevel Forces
covroved.

On 5 Septexier 1945,

the wwrtinued use of Elimp

=nd : nnounced that orders

€}

Scuadron & bout thst dat

through

the Chief of Navel Cpercticns

wes up, Commender Nevel Forces
conferrins with Commender-in-Chief,
Commender Nevel Forcees in

31imn Scusdron
the sumrier of re_uect
on 30 kurust -

in Eurcre who recomuended thet it be

the Chief of Nev:l COperctions zuthorized
Syuadron FCUET EN until 1 Jenusry 1946

would be fortuceomins to decoumission the





