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HISTC FY OF 

BLI :P s ,:~UJt DRON FOURTEEN OVERSEA S 

CCh[lAND : 

BA SED AT: 

LDVL}!C£D BASI:S : 

COIE,IA ND I NG OFF I CERS : 

Tr~ ~sferred on 2? May 1944 f rom the 
U. S . Na v &l Air St a tion (1ft), i eeksville , 
Eli zabeth City , North CEroli n& anc_ from 
t he c pera ti,'.)na l control of Comm,'. nder 
Eastern Se a Frontier to Cc mmc nder Flee t 
Ai rships , b tl&ntic f o~ further trcnsfer 
to t h e US N~v~l Air S t a tion, Port Lya utey , 
French Morocco f or opera t ion und er Commc1 nder 
EIGHTH Fleet a nc:c Comme nder Fleet Ai r V:ing 
FIFTEEN . 

U. S . Nav~l Ai r Stntion Port Lyautey , 
F'r s nch ~ilorocco. 

Adv anc e Base Nunber ONE 
Cuers-Pi errefeu Airdrome , Cuers, Fra nce • 

.Ac.v s nce BE,s e Number T'v.O 
Elmr. s F ield , Cv.glin.ri, Sa r d i ni &. 

Advance Ba s e Number THREE 
Pi s &, Ita ly . 

J1dvBnc e Bc:.se Number FOUR 
Li do Ber.c h Airfield, Li do , Ita ly. 

.Adva nce Ba s e Num'.) er FIVE 
Takali Field , Ma lt2 . 

Sidi A):r:aed Fi eld , Bi zerte, Tunisia. 

Comrn c::.nder Emmett J. SOLLI V;, N, USN 
(22 Mc:. y 1944 - 19 October 194-4 ) 

Lieutem, nt Cormn;:. nder Frc:cnkl i n S. RI XEY , USN 
(19 October 19~.L - ) 

Ji_ DMI NI STRLTIVE cm..tI/ND : Coa ,a::.:.nder Fleet Ai r 1 :i ng FIFTEEN 
( 2 7 May 1944. - 8 July 1945) 

0PERid I 0 fo.L co :~niLA ND: 

Comi::c, ndi ng Offi c er , U. S. N2v al Li r St 2 tion 
Port Ly a utey , French Mo r oc c o 
( 8 July 1945 - ) 

Coffilna nc}E;r Nav ::i l For c e? I'Jorthwe~t Afric c_n 
v. ~tters ,com111P nder EI GHTH Fleet) 
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CHRCNOLOGY 

16 Moy 1944 

17 May 1944 

22 May 1944 

24 May ·1944 

27 May 1944 

28 May 1944 

30 May 1944 

DECLASSIFIED 
~ \. t L. • . 

HISTORY OF 

BLI.MP S( DADRC h FOURTEEN OVERSELS 

Four comb a t c.ir crews and skeleton mainte ronce 
uni ts totalling 22 officers and 62 enlisted 
men depc: rted NAS Weeks ville, North Carolirr., 
2..s e.n c,dvc.,nce deta cl:1mmt of Blimp Squo,dron 
FCORTEEN to estc·b lish &n airs hip base at N.AS 
Port Lyautey, French Morocco. 

Advance det~chment sailed from Norfolk, Va. 
aboard the USS REHOBOTH, AVP-50, with masts, 
and gea r necessary for setting up ferry 
facilities in the Ji.zores and a perma nent b 2se 
at t~S Port Lyautey • 

The ma,ior portion of Elimp Squad.ro~1 FOURTEEN 
was officially dete.ched from Fleet Airship 
Wing ONE and from the Eastern Sea Frontier 
and re -;,orted to Commander Fleet .Airships, 
Jfiantic for orders to duty under the operEltional 
control of Commc.nder EIGHTH Fleet E:nd tra nsfer 
to NAS Port Lyautey. The rema inder of SquE .. drcn 
FOURTEEN was designated as Blimp Squadron 
TWENTY-F'OUR, Detachment ONE to operccte in 
Fleet Ail'ship Wing ONE at NAS Weeksville. 

USS REHOBOTH arrived at the Port of Praia da 
Vitori2 on Terceira Island in the Azores. Two 
officers end eight enlisted men disembarked to 
set up t ,\ o expedi tic nary masts. 

USS REHOBOTH arrived at Casa.ble.nca disembarking 
the reme inder of the advance detE.chment of 
BlimpRon FOURTEEN. The detachment arrived at 
Craw Field north of Port Ly a utey later the same 
day to begin setting up an airship base on that 
field. 

SeconG overseas deto chrnent of BlimpRon FOURTEEN 
consisting of 35 officers a nd 139 enlisted men 
s a iled fro m Ne\\ York c1.b0Erd the USS MISSICN BAY, 
CVE 59, for Port Lye.utey. On the same day the 
K-123 a.ncl K-130 bega n their tr2nsoces.nic ferry 
fli ght by de p&rting NAS South VJeymouth, Mass. 
for _t\ r gentic: , Ne,,_; f c undl8 nd, arriving there on 
the following day. 

K-12.J and K-130 departed 1-',reentic- for Terceira, 
Azores, erriving there on 31 May. 
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1 June 1944 

3 June 1944 

6 June 1944 

7 June 1944 

10 Junel944 

15 June 1944 

19 June 1944 

1 July 1944 

18 July 1944 

2 3 August 1944 

14 Sept e ,0.b er 1944 

· DECUtSSIFIED 
K-1 23 End K-130 l&nded &. t N.AS Port Lya utey 
upon compl etion of ferry fli ght from Terceira , 
Azores. 

First f l i gbt fror::i Port Ly 2.ut ey wr s trc. ining 
f li7ht msd e b y t he K-123 this da te. 

K-123 ;na.c e first oDer a ti onal pa trol fli:~ht in 
t h e Stra its of Gibr&lt~r. 

Second overse&s det :.-: chme nt of BlimoRon FO URTEEN 
&.rriv,~d £-.t NAS Port Ly o.utey. L 

Two &ir ships Vlere e ::nployed for t h e first time 
in t he pe trol of the Stra its of Gibraltar. 

K-109 a nd K-134 arrived a t N.AS Port Lya utey 
upon completion of a tr2. ns-Atl2.ntic ferry 
fli :?ht whic h be gan ,.,. t NAS South Weymouth on 
11 June. 

Two a irships on ,&trol in the Stra its of 
Gibr altar were ordered to de ~2rt the a rea 
immed i a te l y b e c t;us e of t h e appro2ch of . Ger~a n 
a ircraft. 

First convoy covera ~e give n by BlimpRon 
FOURT:t'.EN fro r:1 NAS Port Lyautey. 

K-112 and K-101 completing ~ fer r y fli e ht 
which bega n a t NAS South Weymouth on 2 7 June 
arrived at NAS Port Ly a.utey. 

BlimpRon FOURTEEN took ,·c:.rt in a speci c..l 2. nti­
sub m2-:rine tr c:dning progr am involvi ni,.: an all 
nigh t exercise in the Stra its of Gibra ltar. 
All units, c::.ir a nd surf2c ce , ciS Si[ ned to the 
Str aits pa trol participa t ed . K-112 success­
fully 1 2. rnied &nd wa s masted a t Gibr altc:3.r in 
t he first service test of LTA f &ciliti e s 
establi shed t here. 

The S r:: u e dron moved to ~ s pecial o p er r- ting 
fie ld buil t by t h ~CBs west of Craw Field . 

In &nticipLtion of uirship mine spotting 
0:Jer2.tions near To ulo n, eigh t officer s a nd 
f ourte e n men to e;etl18r ·,d th c1 stick m&st 
were f l own b y R 5D fro m NAS Port Ly a u t ey 
to Cuers , Fr &nc e . 
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16 Sep t ember 1944 K-112 depc.rted from Port Lya utey for Oran, 
.Algerie. on the first leg of E: ferry fli ght 
tc Cuers, Fr2nce. 

17 Sep t e r,,ber 194/4- K-112 landec at Cuers, Frc:ince, rria rkinr the 
first time s i nce Worlo t c::. r I · t hat a U.S. 
N~vy airship operc.ted in Europe. 

20 Septemb er 1944 K-112 lliade fir s t mine spotting fli ght along 
the south er n co a st of Fra nce. 

24 Sept emb er 1944 Specie l a ll ni ght Ni.AD barrier patrol wa s 
estcb l ished by the K-112 a t the entrc-~nce 
to Toulon Harbor to prev~nt entry by enemy 
one-ma n s ub rn& rines. 

29 September 1944 K-112 photo gr aphed d&mage to Toulon Harbor 
to assist French a uthorities in the reconstruc­
tion of that port. 

3 October 1944 BlimpRon FOURTEEN' s pc:.trol of the Strcii ts of 
Gibra ltar w&s cancelled because of v\ e8 ther 
for the first time since such natrols were 
begun en 6 June 1944. -

19 October 19/4.l, Connna nder Emmett J. SULLIVAN, USN, WE S relieved 
as Commander Blimp SL~uadron FOURTEEN by 
Lieuten.2 nt Comma nder Franklin S . FIXEY, USN. 

3 November 1944 

18 November 1941, 

21 Novemb er 1944 

22 November 19411-

8 Decemb er 1944 

K-109 wr.s fe r ried from Cuers, Frc~nce to Bizerte, 
Tunisia, to conduct mine plotting and s weeping 
oper a tions in the Tunisi e. n War Cha nnel. 

Mine spotting operc:.tions _in the Tunisian ·war 
Channel were completed this d c:,te. A tota l of 
two mines v.ere sunk and thirty-one plotted 
during the oper&tion. 

K-109 w2_s ferried to Cagli.sri, Sardini.s for 
rnine sweep ing oper8 ti ons. Initi 8l survey of 
outer Gul f of Ca glir ri ~2 s made a f t er com­
pletion of t wo hour ferry flight. 

K-109 plotted 61 mines in its first operationEl 
mission flown from Ca gli2ri. 

K-101 calibra ted EDF stetion at Mogodor, French 
Morocco, 21;0 miles south of Port Ly autey. 
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31 December 19/-,-4. 

15 J a.nm.ry 1945 

l Febr uery l94 5 

13 Feb r u c:•r ;· 194 5 

\ 
l 

?1 Febrm-r y 19.4,5 

~8 Febru t•r ~:· 1945 

3 March 19/4 5 

7 March 194-5 

17 .March 19/4 5 

1 /4 April 194 5 

·DECLASSIFIED 
K-130 sufferred extensive d ama ge to the 
underside of its c c:,r when it struck c.n 
emb a nkment during t ak e-off for night pa trol. 

K-123 wc.. s a ccidenta l l y deflated on the field 
at NJ_S Port Ly<' v~; Yihen c' jeep c:riv€ n b y 2. 

perso n pos i ng ~-s a Fr e nch off ic er become 
entc;ngled vdth the airship's rip cord , 
r esulting in t he ripping of t he sh ip. 

K-112 using f a cil i t i e s c=: t Ora n a nd Bizerte 
escorted na vc=d ve s s els i n t he Med.i terrE! nef,n 
carrying Presid e nt Fra nk lin D. Roosevelt 
to · the Tehera11 Conf ere:nce. 

K-134- photogrc= r,hed umerviater mines and 
uno. er\va ter b &.rricades along the French coE.st 
urrler t he orders of the Supreme Head(:uarters 
Al l ied Expedi tio:nc:.ry Forces. 

K-134 photogr aph ed shore c efense instcd l a tions 
c.t Toulon. 

K-134 photo gr ,:.~·;h0d cities, tov,ns, co c:, st a rrl 
city fo r- t:lfica tions a nd harbors e lo ng the 
coast from La Ciota t to the Gulfd St. 
Trope z o n t h e souther n coast of Fra nce:. 

K-101 w~s f erri ed to Littorio Field, Rome, 
I ta ly to Ei c. in loc&ting t he s1.mk e n USS 
svmRVE off Anzio, Ita ly. 

K-101 wa s ferried. to C&.gliE.ri from Rome ".fter 
completion of the Anzio o pera tion, during ~hich 
it e. ssist ed in loc,:; ti ng the OSS SWERVE a.rrl in 
plotting mines around it. 

K-130 wa s flo~n fo r t he first time e fter 
undergoing repairs, due to d &m,c.ge y;;hich had 
resulted o n 31 DecembE-r 1944 v;-hen it struck 
a n emba nkment duri ng t&.ke-cff. 

Adva nce b a se loca t ed at Caglic.ri, S2r d iru.f1 
wa s officiElly closed. 

Officers E. rrl me n with t wo stj_ck mc. sts departed 
NAS Port Lya u~ to set up f a ci l itie s &t 
Lagens, .Azores for hBndling the K-89 e nd K-114 
b eing ferriec to BlimpRo n li,. f rom t h e St a tes. 
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28 April 1945 

29 April 1945 

1 May 1945 

L:. May 1945 

31 May 1945 

6 June 194 5 

10 June 19/4,5 

1 July 1945 

9 July 1945 

28 July 1945 

30 July 194 5 

31 July 1945 

5 August 1945 

.DECLASSIFIED 
K-89 &nd K-11/4. a el)c.rtEid NAS Weeksville on 
first leg of the trans-Atlantic flight, 
arriving s.t Kindley Fie·ld, Bermuda the 
s ame d£y. · 

K-89 and K-114 departed Kindley Field arrl 
arrived at Lagens on 30 April 1945. 

K-89 and K-114 landed at N.AS Port Lyautey. 

K-101 e.rrived et Pise., Italy and began mine 
sweeping in the Gulf of Genoe on the follotvi.ng 
day. 

Stick masts and crews arrived at Lido, Italy 
to estab l ish an advance base for mine spotting 
operations t here. 

Last operE.tiona.l anti-submarine flight was 
ma.de by Sq_ua.dron FOURTEEN from N.AS Port Lyautey 
with the K-112 escorting a 55 shir convoy. 

K-134 wa s ferried from Cuers, France to 
Lido, Italy where it bega.n its first mine 
spotting mission t wo days later. 

Erection of the defle t ed K-123 wa s begun in 
the Hcngar at Cuers, France. 

Fleet Air Wing FIFTEE N (the Sque.dron's immedia.te 
administrative commander) departed the European 
Thea tre. BlimpRon FOURTEEN vms then assigred 
to Commander Navy 214 (CO NAS Port Lyautey) for 
administrative purposes a nd remained with 
Commander Naval Forces Northwest African Waters 
for operational purposes. 

K-12J ~as successfull y test flown after 
re-erection &t Cuers, France. 

First fli ght in Yugoslavia n waters was made 
by the Lido airship this date. 

Defl£tion of K-101 w~s st&rted in the hangar 
at Cuers, France. 

NAS Port Lyautey airship wa s used by French 
offici2ls to photogr &ph Rabat, French Morocco. 
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DECLASSIFIED 
17 August 191.- 5 K-112 'i:\'E..s f erried to Cuers, France from 

Port Ly&u"5¥ for deflc.tic-n E. nd stor age . 

21 Aug us t 194 5 Port Lya utey a irsh'i r, v,a s us ed by U.S. Ar my 
to photogrEq,h Ca sc-.bla nca . 

3 September 1 94 5 K-112 wa s def~&t ed a t Cuers, Fra nce for 
storage . 

15 Sept en,ber 194 5 Adva nc e b e se a t Pisa, Ita ly v,& s closed and 
operc: t 1.ons termina ted. 

19 Sep t ember 194 5 Detachment c: t Lido, Ita ly v•1a s clos E:d and 
Ol)era tio ns terminated. 

26 Se ptember' 191~5 A s tick mast v,1::s recidied on Take.li Field 
on t he Isl2 nd of Malta , thus officially 
opening a ne1, ad va nce b a se of Blimp Squadron 
FOURTEEN. 
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HISTORY OF 
DECLASSIFIED 

BLIMP S~OADRO N FOURTEl:.'N OVERSEAS 

NARRATIVE 

Blimp Sq_uc:dr on FOURTEEN w& s tre.nsferred fro ra the D.S. Nava l 

.Air Sta tion (LTit) Weeksville, Elizabeth City, North Carolina and 

from the operE.tioI18l control of Comma nder Eastern Se2 Frontier 

to the U.S. Nav2.l .Air Station, Port Ly2.utey, French Morocco and 

the opere tionzl cognizance of Commander EIGHTH Fleet to provide 

airship MAD b arrier pa trols over the Straits of Gibraltar. 

Although adva nced detachments and arr2ngements had gotten 

under \\ ay prior to 22 May 1944, it was not until t ha t date tbHt 

Sque.dro n FOURTEEN wa s officially tra nsferred from NAS Weeksville. 

As of tha t date, the Squadron, consisting of 6 ZNP- K-type a irshi ps 

a nd special l y designa ted persom1el, was deta ched from Fleet Airship 

Wing ONE anc. from the control of Commander Ea stern Sea Frontier. 

The Sqm-: dr-on reported to Commander Fleet Airships, AtlE. ntic for 

\) orders to duty un::ler the opere.tiona.l control of Comma:rrler EIGHTH 

Fleet and trcc11sfer to the Naval Ai r St a t ion, Port Lya utey. The 

reraa ind. er of the original Blimp Squadron FOURTEEN conti nued a t 

NAS Week svi l l e a ncJ was designated Blimp Squ&dro n T'WENI'Y-FOUR, 

Deta chmen t ONE. 

BlimpRon FOURTEEN Wc: S ordere '.'l over seE. s in May 1944 aft er 

t wenty-four months of opera tio ru:i l flyi ng fro m NAS Weeksvil le. 

When t he movement to N.AS Port Lya utey, French Morocco h ad been 

co-:ri1.:.ilet~d s everc.l week s 1 2.ter , these LT.A "firs ts" had been logged 

in the Squ adron's record: 
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DECLASSIFIED 
1. For the fir s t time in history, non-rigid a ir s hips had 

ma de tra ns atlantic fli .:; hts. 

2. For t he first time in history, a n opera ting a irship 

Si.1 U2,dro n hctd bee n lnoved overse2ts a s a unit. Previously, when 

op~r a tional re (~uirements de~uand ed a n a irship s qu2.dron for 

overse c.. s duty, a co mpletely· new s q_u?.dron was formed a nd sent 

overseas. 

The speed with which the move v1a.s made demonstra ted the seldom 

considered mob ility of a blimp s que.dron. ·The d i spa tch f rom the 

' 1 Commander-in-Chi ef United StE~ tes Fleet ordering t h e tra nsfer w c.S 

origim:·.ted l a te on 9 May 1944. On the :norning of 17 May, the 

firs t detr:1.chment of 2 2 off icer s a nd 62 men, together with ma sts 

a nd air ship gea r, s ailed fro m Norfolk , Va ., ~boa r d the USS 

REHOBOTH, AVPfl: 50, v;hile the rema inder of the Squa dron--other 

than t h ose ·.Yho were to fe]'ry the Eirships a.cross the Atl a.ntic--

) sailed fro m New York City a bo c:.rd the USS MISSI ON BAY, CVE # 59, 

on 2 8 May 19Lt4• 

Tra ns a tl~ntic fli ghts by t he first t wo of the Squ~dron's 

complement of six airships bega n 28 May, and t r1e Squ&dron 1-va s 

flying MAD b&rrier pa trols i n t he Stra its of Gibralta r on the 

nieht of 6 June 1944. 

Initi fa l shi ~1ments of gea r which accompcmied the Squadron to 

Port Lyautey included six mobile ma sts, t wo expeditionar y ma sts, 

&nd 800 cylirrlers of helium. Portal,le pur.ifica tion units, engines 

for engine cha nges, a nd sin ila.r gea.r followed a month or so l a t er. 

Conl!-n2.n d er Emmett J. SULLIVLN, USN, assumed com;:-Jfmd of the 
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O[C!ASSIFf ED 

Squ e.dron a t t he time of its transfer from NAS Wee~:svi lle on 

?2 May , r elievin?, Lt. Comdr. HG.r ol d B. VP. N GORDER , US NR . Lt. 

co,ild.r. Gore.o n H. WI NTON, Jr., USNR, -v-,ho ha d bee n Ex ecutive Off icer 

of BlimpRon 1/~ for four months, reta ined t h.; t _p o s ition when the 

Squ c..dron wa s ordered overseas. 

The or g8.niza tion of t he Squadr on wns ch&.nged somevvhat by 

t he tran sfer overseas . Since blLnp au:.intenance problems were 

b a sically d ifferent from a ny of the :problems encountered by HTA 

activities based a t fields fro m vrhich the a irships would be 

o pera ti ng , it wa s ne cessar y to bring some ros.inte na nce personnel 

overseo.s a s part of the Sc1u2.c.ron. These inc l u.'4.ed ground ha ndlers 

a s ,·, el l a s che ck crevrs of riggers, mechanics, a nd electronics 

s pecialists. 

On 17 Jul y 1944, the s e t-:iE, intenE.nce personnel were plnced in 

a n Aircr a ft Ser vice Gr ::: u p v, hi ch l eft only f l yin:; personnel in the 

) Sq_uadron. Although t he 128 men in this Group vrnre c arried on the 

roster of Fle e t Air V;ing 15 Hedro n, they rem&-ine ci. a n integr a l 

part of Blimp Squa_c:ro n FOURTEEN. Al l their records and p&y 

8 ccounts ;;,·ere re t ained in the Blim.pRon files, a nd jurisdiction 

in ma tters concerni ng duties, liber ty, and disci J line remE.ined 

with Comnmn d er Blimp Squ !C.dron FO UR·rEEN. Only function a ctually 

a f f ected b y t he d ivision was adva ncement in r a ti n_e; t hese men were 

£:;_dva nced within t he Fleet Air h ing 15 Hedron complement. 

Move:nent o f t he Squadro n involved ferrying six airships 

a cro s s the Atl a ntic Ocean. To speed the delivery of t he ships 

-3-



) 

DECLASSIFIED 
to the opera tlng a r ec:~, a nortl1ern ferry route was selected. 

Ferry stops along tne route, v/here t ·wo expedi tiom:,ry masts were 

set up 8.n:i an emergency suppl y of helium establ ished, were 

Argentia, Newfourrn and , and Terceira, Azores. "Jum
0
1ing off" 

field for the fli ghts ~a s the U.S. Neval Air Sta tion, South 

Weymouth, Mass~chusetts. 

Three flights were ma.de witr1 tvlo airships in each fli1:,ht. 

The K-123 and K-130 were the first t wo blimps to make the crossi~. 

They took off from the Naval Air Sta tion, South Weymouth &t 

22502, 28 May 1944. Six crews were used in the ferrying operation; 

t vm crens flew· the ships from South ·Weymouth to Argentia, then 

returned to South Weymout:1 to ~)iclc up the next t vvo e .. irships; t wo 

other crevrn fle-.;: the blimps from ArgentiD to the .Azores and. 

r$turned e2.ch time to nick up the next t wo a irships a t Argentia.. 

The other t wo crews flew the airships from the ·Azores to Port 

Lyautey each flight. 

The K-123 and K-130 arrived at Port Lya utey on 1 June; the 

K-109 and K-134 on 1 ·_ June; a.nd the K-112 and K-101 on 1 July. 

The final flight v.-as the speediest. Weather during this 

flight was more fnvor uble thE.n it ha d been on the previous t wo 

crossings. Average ground spee,;. d ur:ing this fli ght v.- as 60 

knots for the 3,162 mile trip . Strongest vvind enco1Jntereet during 

&11 the f lights was the 48 ~:nots on the starboard beam which 

the ships encountered between Argentia E1- m the Azores on the 

second fli e;ht. This resul ted in 55 degrees left drift • 

Loran g ear , dead reckonine, ce l estial na.v:g3.tion, r ada.r arrl 
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DECLASS!FIED 
radio a i d s to nD.v i g&. tion were us ~d in naviga t ing the air sr1i:ps 

a cross. Both ships n.:-::.viga t ed, one ch eck ini on t he po s ition of 

t he oth er. Naval Ac a demy gr adu2,tes, who were a irshi p pilots, 

were used a s navigator s because they had more ns.vigati on2.l 

tra ining t ha n d i d reswe off icers. The b limps mainta ined voice 

communica tion throughout the fli ghts. 

Opera ting a v er a ge s, computed from all three f l i ghts, showed: 

Avera ge rpm: 1400 

Average Altitude : 500 feet 

Aver ;:.. ge fuel loe .. d: 1150 gallons 

Avera ge hour l y fu el consumption: 30 ga l l ons 

The a irship s averag ed 3,100 pounds stE'. tical ly heavy a t 

t ake-off. 

I n t he ·v7ord s of t he pilots who flew the fli ~hts, here a r~ 

cond e nsed description s of fli ght s a long a ch l eg of t he ferry 

rout e : 

First Leg: South Weymouth to Ar gentia (Third Flight) 

"K-112 am K-101 took off from N.AS South Weymouth a t 2216Z 

2.7 June 19 44, d estinr ti on Argentic. . We a t her c onditions vrere: 

Take-off - cei '... ing un-:'.. i mi t ed , visib i l ity 10 miles, wind southwest 

10 k nots. At 500 feet, t h e wind pick e d up to 2. 5 k no t s fr om the 

s a me d irection. Wind rema i ned from the s t ern to tlUE- rt2rly during 

t he entir e fli e;h t . The visib i l i ty g r a dual ly r educed . From Cape 

Breton to Ar g·:?. ntia , ins t rument fli ght was necessary. The a ir­

s hi p s a t t ake-off were apuroxi mately 3 ,500 pound s he avy. Norm,d 

t 2.ke-off s were effected . Ships fle·i: 1.':i t h 8 to 10 d e gree s d ov; n 
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DECLA.SSJFIED 
elevator until exces sive \;e i ght due to extra fuel nad been 

burned. Both ships h ;::, ndled v.ell 2nd h .s.d. no c. iscre DB ncies. 

Depa:ture ;,;c:, s t aken from North River i-it ? 245Z. Course v,c. s set 

for anoint 10 miles soutn of Cape Sable. The Lora n g e~r in 

the K-112 would not remain in calibre. tion &nd gave verv 0oor . . -

results throughout the fli ght ;:._ l thou_; h it had been che cked ririor 

to t ake-off. Radar conta ct with Cape Sable wos made at 01152, 

havin~ covered the d istance from South Weyaouth to Cape Sable 

&t an &v er age ground spe ed of 37 knots. 

t1At 0545Z, radar contac t of Nova Scotia w~. s lost. Radar 

contc; Ct with Mi q_u elon Islands w2.s m~-:.de e.t 07202 . Due to 

f au lty Lora n gear in the K-112, t h e ships did not agree .:.s 

closely in t heir m,.vi8a tion a s on pr evious fli 8hts. Bov:ever, the 

~-)osi tions were averag ,_·d and no difficulties were encountered. 

Communic a tions vrnre a gain set up on .3195 kcs. for shi p to base, 

\~) a nd 3/4,75 for intm--ship communic F.t ti ons. Position reports were 

tr&nsmitted. every t wo hour s on the even hour. Communica tions 

1.vere very good t hroughout the fli ght. Ten miles from the base, 

after having been tole. to come directly in, a mess2.ge 1rn s received 

instr ucting the 1--;_ir s hip s to ste.nd by for a half hour because of 

zero-zero conditions a t the field. On landing , ceiling wa s given 

.s.s 100 feet a nd visibility .3/ 4 mile. The K-101 held 10 miles 

from the fie ],.d at 800 feet am the K-112., using the .b.rgentia bec:..m 

and r adar, mace its landing. The K-101, using simil a r 2.ids for 

the approach, came in a nd broke throu ::~ h the fog just before the 
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landing party was rea ched . The 2irships burned a n c·verage of 

425 gallons of fuel." 

Second. Leg: Arg e ntia to Azores (First Flight) 

"'After a morning t ake-off, scattering clouds began to form 

d uring the afternoon 2-nd. t he rlind incre;,1sed in velocity from 12 

to 2 7 knots. Positions were checked by using the Ar ge ntia a nd 

Forbc::.y r adio ra nges and by lines of positioning obtained from 

sun sights. 

1'Loran fixes were consistently accurate. During the evening, 

'\ the sky becc.me over·cast with a l Ryer of stra tus, giving a ceiling 

) 

of about 800 feet. The v elocity of the wind wa s between 2 5 to 30 

k nots a na/veered to WNW . Navigaticml informa tion received fro m 

K-123 checked with da t a recor ded in the K-130. 

nExcel l ent reports were received from a wea ther ship located 

some 800 mi l es out along the fli ght pl a n route. With da t a so 

obtE; ined it v·,as possible to determine a c c ura tely advance we a ther 

a nd to pred ict the time of passa ge through a front which extended 
' 

south-westward crossing the predicted tr&ck of the 2irship some 

400 miles west of the Azores. Throughout the ni e;ht, the sky 

rema.ined overca st and the ceiling varied between zero and 800 feet. 

At 2130Z the wind shifted from NW to SSW and incre1:. s ed in velocity 

to 35 knots. The drift cha nged from 5 degrees rieht to 30 degrees 

left. Heavy r a in was encountered with n odera te to s trong turbulence. 

At a.bout midnight, cei l ing a nd visibility improved. The wind 

hauled around to the westwar d and decreased to 25 knots velocity. 

The Lagens r adio range wa s r icked up some 300 miles fro m the 

destina tion. Lor2..n bearings were used until about the time of 
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contacting the Lager1S range. The isla nds of Corvo &nJ Flores 

were sighted on the radar screen at a distance of 85 miles. The 

altitude of the a irship making the conta ct was 2,000 feet. During 

t he rema inc.er of the fli ,sht, radio a ids at Lag ens and radar were 

used to fix naviga tio:n.c1.l position. 

"While in the littorZ:,l wa ters of the Azores Isla nds, courses 

V; ere altered to avoid visual contact with targets obt&.ined on the 

r .s.dar screen. The weG.ther during the last 300 miles of the trip 

was featured by broken to scattered strata-cumulus clouds and 

·') unlimited visibility. The wind wa s from the southwes t, varying 

from 15 to 20 knots.n 

"Third Leg: Azores to Africa (First Flight) 

I 
' I 

n ••• The K-130 assumed the lead position at cruising altitude 

on the prescribed course. Engines i, ere synchronized and leaned 

out at 11+?0 RPM, giving a n indica t ed airspeed of 54 knots. This 

speed was maintained through the fli ght, with the exception of a 

brief interval of time when it \•1a s deemed desirable to slov: to 

1275 RPM in order to reduce the effect of turbulence while passing 

through a s eries of squalls. Light wind s from the NNVi prev2.iled 

during the afternoon n nd evening. Through breaks in the clouds, 

t he navigators Y{ere able to obtE, in good results fro m celestia l 

observa tiom:. Positions were periodically checked by RDF bearings 

obtained from La.gens. At a.bout 200oz, the sky became completely 

overca st a nd the wind shifted to Et northerly direction a nd 

incre, .sed in velocity to 15-18 knots. Weather reports broadcast 

f rom L& gens were received at regul~r hourly intervals. 

·-
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"An incret.: s e in v. i no WE s noticed b t 01302 and rer c hec7 r: 

:rtc:.X i rnum of ebout 3 5 knots c:, t 03002 .• HeDV'i· r2.ipb c uc•l ls vere 
~ r · 

encount er r:: c from o:::om. t o 0.,_'00Z . Gustiness vd thout chEnge in 

d ire ction ch2 r E.c ter :Lzed t he vdno curing t his perioc~. Thunoer 

shm,er o cti v i ty V',a s gener ;;, l e no zero- zero c ond i tions obt&ined 

except ~hen l i ghtnin~ f l a s hes occur r ed . The s ir shius ~ere f lown 

2t Etltitudes VaYying b etv•.'een 300 2 nd ~00 feet. Little or nc 

troubl e w&.s oc c2si.oned by verticE0.l turb ulence . Dur inf t r.;,e ear ly 

morninf! t vdl i f-!h t, t he v,ec t her ab2 t e e: End t Le vdnd. bac:-:ecl to NVi 

.s nc fi nci lJ.y to 1.·. Nv. , g ivin§:: tte Ei rsrliT:s c confort cible teil co ri1-

Donent. The tra ck v.-c, s El t e r ed in ore.er to intercer t t he Port 

Ly&.ut ey r ec1 io r ange. Exc eJ. l ent c l~ech.s w er-e ob t ,c i necJ. fro ··· RDF 

b ec:.rins s froi1 f:ab8 t - S2l e enc Gi brs.l t 2 r. The Port Ly a utey r 2 nge 

v1· ::.s ;1 icker": un 130 mi les from the st&tion. S2 tisff ctor y lines of no s i 

tion v.-e r e obtsi ned fr-om sun ob s erv c;; tion. rr 

.Aft e r t r1 e :: .. r riva.l of t he s hip s a t NAS Port Ly c::utey, t he 

S l'. U&. dron r eceived co ngr c.t ul a tory messc:;; ges from Coi't:n& n6 er -in ­

Chi ef , United Stct es Fl ,::·e t, Comma nder Air- For ce , Atl E,. ntic F leet, 

Commci.nc er Fleet Li r s h i ps , .A tlc,_ ntic, Corr:Jnander North Wes t Afric an 

V."c:. t ers , 2.nd Comm[:nder Fleet .tir ~\ i ng 15. 

The transfer of t he S~u Ed ro n fro ~ t he S t a t es to the f fricen 

2r e2 resulted in che.nr, es o f c t'er? tionEl co1n.m2 no. The c.ir ect 

o ner c..tiom. l senior of t he Sc:uedron 1·'.·h=: le it wr s o perr ting: f ro m 

t he Nav r l Ai r Str tion e t ¼eeksv ille, Elizabeth City, N. C. 
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w::,. s Commander Eastern Sea Frontier. In t he .A frica.n a rea. , the 

direct operational comr,1tmder was COilh'Tle.nder Flee t Air Wing 15. 

Coffiine.nder Flee t Airshi ;Js , .A tlE.ntic continu,:;d to furni sh logistic 

support. 

'While ZP-14 Vie.s opera ting out of NAS Week svi l le, its chief 

function had b een to pa.trol FIFTH Nav&l District waters a nd to 

escort shipping which pass ed through those waters. MAD geo..r was 

employed regularly during these patrols. The tra nsfer to North 

Africa cha nged the empha sis of t he function of the s quadron. In 

the Afric a n thea ter, the chief function of the a irship v,as to 

provide a MAD b arrier a t night in the Straits of Gibraltar. As 

the Squadron b ecame estab l ished a t NAS Port Lya ut ey , it wa s 

a s si g ned adcli tiona.J/duties--escorting convoys, sea rching for sur­

vivors of cra shed .a ircraft, and util ity fl i ght s such a s ca librating 

United Sta t e s Army r adio direction finder sta tions. 

Later , the ne~.- a irship function of joint operations with surface 

craft in s v;eeping for mines was developed by the Squadron during 

operat ions al ong the souther n coa.st of Fra nce. 

The a s s i e nment of the a ir shlps to the Stra it s patrol m2.de it 

possible to mai nt,.,.in a 2/4 hour M.AD barrier in the Straits of 

Gibralt1'',r to prevent enemy submci rines fro m passing t hrough. When 

Blimp Sq_m::dron FOURTEEN w& s ordered to Port Lyautey, Pa trol Bomber 

Squadron 63 ma intained the barrier in the Stra its d uring daylight 

hours, a nd, on three occas ions, h ad. detected submerged U-boa ts 

a ttem:p tins to pa ss t hrough. But the barrier, or "fence" a s it 

w2. s cal l ed oper2tic IIBlly, v:a. s not ma inta ined a t night because of 
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the lov; altitudes imposed by the use of the 11:AD gear. The 100-

foot a ltitude, a t v.rhich any a ircraft usine the gear had to fly 

in order to employ it succes sfully, coupled with the restricted 

area in which the a ircraft hc.d to o per2. te in the Straits of 

Gib r a ltar, made night flying by the PB~· s quadron too hazardous 

to be practical. Therefore, the blimps, which could fly a t the 

lo ·;: a ltitudes re :,uired, were ass igned to mainta in the patrol at 

night. 

Opers tionc.l patrols in the Straits of Gibraltar by BlimpRon 

~- 14 bega n the night of 6 June. Tqe K-123 and K-130 v;ere ma.de 

available for operationc;l employment 2 June, which was the day 

following their arrival fro m the Sta tes. However, assigned 

Gibralta r pG. trol s were not started until 6 June beca use of the 

_) 

t j_me needed to "brief" a l l co 1unands concerned regarding t h e e mploy­

ment of bli 11ps in the Gibrc.lta r are a . Two a irships were flm·n 

on t bs, Gibraltar patrol for the first time on the nie;ht of 

10 June 1944. Flying of b 10 z.irships in the Strait s wa.s 

especially hazardous duri ng the first fevv nights since both 

blimps were bl&cl-;:: ed out and they v;ere constc::nt l;y pc, ssing each 

other e.t distances of ap proximc.tely 1,000 yards as they me.de their 
was 

rounds of the t!fence". Rad&yused to 2vo i c collis ion courses. 

Fisk of collison wa s so grec,t under these con::litions t hL t the 

British issued a n order· permit tinr, the use of running lie;li t s on 

the c:.irships ,, hen t v10 or more \\er e oper,~ting in the Straits. 

Tvic a ir ~,hips became t he r e gul2.r pa trol, ex cept v·,hen opera tional 

intelli gence indicated the presence of enemy submr,rines ne c.r the 

-11 -



) 

, DECLASSIFIED 
cipproc: ches to the StrE-i tf; then thr ee blimps were us ed. 

Flights sched',,;J_ed for t he Gibral t 2r pe trol took off from 

NAS Port Lye.u tey Bt 1800.A , and arrived in the Stra its about 

20·" 0Z--dependi ns upon wind conditions. The pc:trcl we. s me.c"'c e at &n 

altitude of 100 feet inc1ic&ted on the re.die cltimet;;0r. The airship 

went off stEi tion c'. t 0615A and usuclly v:c s l cnoed tbout 0830.A-­

makir...e; an ever,i,ge flight of 15 hours. Fo l1r pilots ancl six enJ .. is ted 

men ·were in the crew. To r educe to a minimum the ha zard resulting 

from constant low- a ltitude flying, wa tches were changed every hour. 

Benzadrine su1phrc t e v.e. s carried in the m:vigc.tor's kit to be 

given to any personnel the comm& nd pilot thought ne eded it to 

prevent dangerous drowsiness. RadE:r w E.S used to 11keep on the 

fence" which coverec'! the v,c, ters betv,ee n the 100-fa thom curves 

c,long a line drmvn from Point Bartolemo, Spa in, and Point MalabatE;, 

Spc1nish Morocco. 

The pc.trol of tbe Str2,i ts by the blimps Wc.s maintained without 

interruption from the night of 6 June until 3 October when the 

airships die. not ta.ke off beec:us e of front&l a ctivity. On several 

occRsions , the 2irshi ps returned to the be; se early because- of 

v.irxl ~ of 5::) knots in the Straits. 

The first n.i.ght the a irships returned from patrol early w r: s 

19 June whe n Gibraltar r adio notified the t wo blirop s on patr·cl 

th&t e nemy c.ircrc) ft ·, ere c:. pproc:.ching them from the northea st. 

The fl.irships i mmedic: tely were blacked out a.nd e c:- ch 'r,a s flov,n out 

of the Str c,1 ts over the J, tlantic oc e En. During this hurried exit, 

which \'JE, s made :: irectly i ntc a JO- k not vd m, the t v10 shi:.1 s hug ged 
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as close to the "neutral'' shores of Spnish Morocco a nd Spain 

as t hey s ~tfe l J coulc: bec&us E- , en the ni@ht befo r e blimps ste rted 

flyi ng in the Strc:lit, 12 enemy b omb ers hac_ p& s s ed t hrough the 

"fenc e'" at E.n altitude of 200 feet to make a n &tta ck on GibrDltar. 

During the first s i x weeks operE1tions, t he c: irships left the 

"fence" thre e times on receipt of V<,rning from Gib r &ltc:.r conc erni~ 

enem)· pl r nes. A Squadron c.octrine ";e s set up estc..b l ishing t 2ctics 

to be employed by the blimp v~ hen enemy &ircrEft v;,ere ne a.r. This 

prowic.ed for the blEcki ng out of the B.irsh :· p, flyi nr, at r,s low 

an a ltitude a s possible--50 to 75 f eet, keep:i.ng clos e to the shore, 

a m proceeding slowl y out of the Str &. its. It w:::, s bel ieved tha t 

the slow s peed might confuse a ny a t t empts a t r a.d.:-:1. r tn .. cking made 

by the enemy. It WE S thought tha t he might possibly confuse the 

slowmoving c irshiJ) with surfB ce cr&ft. 

The c::irships ob ta ined E. nd develo r ed severE;l MAD co ntE cts 

during their p8 trol of the ''fence" and on one occ&si0n --- 2 July, 

1 6 Mar k IV contc:ct bom'bs were d rapped. However, duriz::ig the 

period tha t the b l imps were operr1ting on the fence, intelligence 
enemy 

reports indica ted tha t it wa s extremely unlikely that E-.nysubme.rines 

ha d e ttempted to tr run the Stra its 11• To t es t the effici ency of the 

prctrol , British subm.:. rines conducted e ::cerc j_s es with both the PBYs 

c:. nd blimps in the Straits. On ?;: a nd 23 August, fi v e a irships 

worked with HMS VORACIOUS and detected this submc:,rine 011 14 out 

of 16 submerged runs through t h e blimp-patrol l ed "fence". 

Oper & tiona l tr,dning emphas i .2.. ed joint flying by t wo or- more 

e.irships e t lov .. r.lti t u des c na in close form2ticn. Detection E·nd 
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tra]'p ing pc.tterns for t 1\·o o nd three e irst,i r s were cl evelored . 

ItEili,;-n a nd British subm8.rine~ operc,ting from Gibra~_ t z-. r, c.1-rl 

French subm2rines cpere.tj_ ng from Casabl&.ncE1, French Morocco, 

were usec to conduct exercises e mploying the procedures and 

t a ctics develoned for t v;-o or r;.ore riir·ships. Tea.mwcrk between 

the a irship cre,,, s was thus developed to a point at which blimps 

co uld actm,lly do "formE.tion" flyi ng s a fely. To simulflte actual 

operc:tic,nal conditions, British submc.rines attempted to run 

through the Straits a t night on several occasions &s a tra ining 

exerc i se for 2 11. crE-ft--surface end air--opera tine in the Strs.i ts 

of Gibralt&r and its ap proa ches. On these e xercises, the subm2r ine 

either Ka s detected befor e it rea ched the blimp "fence" or passed 

through the blimp "fence" at a time v,hen the blimps were not on 

patrol, so 1 ts value as a training exercise 1i\' 8.S lost to the airships 

Strong winds were the only wea.ther fc..ctor that seri ously 

hampered airshi p operat ions in the Stra its. Beca use the area 

covered during the patrol -vva s so small, winds had to rea ch 30 

knots or more before they seriously interfered ,i th flying the 

flf ence". Experiments indicc1.ted that as long as a ground speed of 

18 knots was mcdnta ined, detection with the Mark VI MAD gea.r vrn.s 

possible. Occasionally, patrols were maintained in winds e.s high 

as 45 knots. Since the winds through the Straits were always at 

ri ght c.ngle s to the fence, it was possible to drift up and down 

the "fencen in winds c.s high E,s 45 knots. Under such conr:itions, 

hov,ever, the eff iciency of the 11 fenc e" was very low because the 

a ltitude flov, n had to be above the desired 100-foot ~ltitude, am 
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t he ground speed V; c.S at times at the extrern e minimum a t which 

1f_J1_D signals could be expected. Usuc:lly the c irshi ~s returned to 

the b e= se if wi nds were 3 5 knots or more. 

Beginning in October 1944, morning fog at Port Lyautey, which 

c=.:. t times did not burn off until neon, pro:brged fli ehts four or five 

hour s since the a irships bece'l. to circle the field until the fog 

lifted. 

A mobile ma st wa s set up at Gibr~ltar ~hich served as an 

emerge ncy landing field for air .ships. An a.irship pilot w2 s kept 

/ ') on duty & t GibrE,ltc.. r to a irect any l c:. nd i ngs or shi r hanc.lings 

that mi ght be necessa ry. L2. nc1_ings v.ere made 1 8 July to ~st the 

Gibra ltE. r fa cilities. Wind spill from the 1,396 foot''fuck" made 

ship h&ncl ing dangerous but not i mpossible. The me.st at Gibraltar 
--

wa s dismantled in September c: nd ship:;, ed to Cuers, Fra nce. 

In addition to the routine patrol of the Str&its, the S quadron 

occa siona.lly assig ned missions escorting convoys. The first 

escort mission in African WB.ters w&s flov1 n on 26 June. Other 

mis s ions in the African thea ter included calibra tion of United 

St a tes Army hi e:h fre q_ uency direction finder sta tions and s earching 

for survivors of crashed £irpl anes. 

There v,ere three blimp fie l ds a t Port Lyautey. Duri:ng the 

first t wo month s , the c:irshi ·· s operHt ed from t v,, o t emporc.ry fields 

near the HTA runws 31s at Crmv Field. Field Number 1 wc1 s a small, 

rouB;h field used o s the blimp mctintens nee area. It 1ve. s wedged 

between HTA shops, t axi we ys, and seaplane r amps on the Sebu 
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River. Tc:k c-off from this field we s ha,ze.r c; ous E-.nd lane i ngs 

arduous in no-wind conditions . In operF,;, ting fro rJ. the field, 

the drag ro pe i . a s used &s often a s t he lcng l ines. Field Number 2 

WE, s a cleared ar -;:,f~ north of the ec:st-west r unws.y a t Cravi Field. 

This field was clear of obstructions and offered amr:le ro om for 

blimp opere. t ions except v1hen four airships v,;ere moored on the 

field. CrFw Field tov1er controlled the movements of both blimps 

o.nd airplanes ant no trouble was experienced in the operD.tion of 

both types of ere.ft from the s2.me field. 

Field Number 3 was e fi eld especially constructed for the 

blimps by the SeaBee units on a hill one mile west of Craw Field. 

Surfaced with "spoil 11 from a nearby quarry, which consisted of 

clay, rock, a nd rock dust we tered E,.nd rolled, the field was 82 0 

feet by 1,020 feet with a 247 foot runway, 202 feet wide, projecting 

westvrard from the long dimension. Since the field -v:a.s cut into the 

top of the hill, it had a three degree slope. A 20-foot bluff 

edged the high side of the field. Five mooring circles with 

concrete blocks for a nchoring masts were built into the field. 

Four .::.irships were operc~t E,d from this small field. When all six 

shir, s were at Port Lya.utey, t wo were kept on the maintenance field 

·wherEi pur- ging uni ts were locc:ted. 

Mainten£.nce problems at NAS Port Lyautey were the s a.me as 

those encountered in the St~tes, but their solutic ns often had to 

be effected by new methods. Beca use of the temperG.te clim&te at 

Port Lya.utey, the c:irships did not under go much de terior&tion a s 

the rESJl t of b eing moored in the open all the time. Wirrls were 

-16-



DECLASSIFIED 
mild c:.nd t emper c t vr e::'. seldom climl)ed 2bove 90 degrees Fahr-eru1eit 

duri ng the dry sunl' ·:er months. The helium supply e nd purificc::.ticn 

problem wa.s met successfully. E&rly in July 191.4, t v,o r ort2.ble 

; 1ur ificE, tion uni ts v; ere placed in oper2 tion. De s i gned by the 

Burea u of Aerom,utic.s a nc. E. I. DuPont de Nemcurs and Co., Inc., 

the :;iurific c:. tion unit s oper&.ted on the princi -cle of selective 

abs9rption of a ir from helit1m by refrigera ted a. ctiveted chGrcail... 

Purity of the a irships w2s kept 2t desired levels, although the 

tvvo pl a nts gc.ve considerable trouble. Vibr& ticn ca. used m2.ny pipe­

line leaks. 

Engine chang es were made by use of crane truck s during periods 

of no wind. cond.itions. Repcdrs to t a il surfaces were successfully 

ma de after web l adders hc;d been modified by squ&dron riggers to 

ma ke possible rigging checks an6 inspection of the upper vertic&. l 

fin. 

Loss of the K-101 wa s averted on 15 September 1944 by :fast 

work a nd the cooperc tion of 211 ha nds. The accident v'<a s the 

result of a freak shot during blasting opera tions on Field Number 3. 

Tv;o stones V\l ere hurled through the en'¥Jl.ope 2.fter the airship ha.d 

been moved to Vv h&t was considered a safe area by the SeaB ee 

personnel doing the bla sting. Temporcry pa tches were c: pplied, 

but not before about a},000 cubic fe et of helium had been lost. 

Pla cing the K-101 b.::, cl~ in f lying sta tus wa s tempor E~rily del ayed 

by the breakdown of the portable purification uni ts about the 

first of October. 

Th e K-109, on 7 August, wa.s struck by a t1rget tow cable when 
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a PBY relea sed a te.r ge t sleeve over Field Number 2. The cable 

rip ~1ed throu _;h sixt8en inc he s of the envelope. Within ::? 5 

minut e s a ft "· r the Cc::b l e had struck the ship, tempora ry patches 

h a d been appl ied with t h e loss of only 8,000 cut,ic feet of helium. 

The ship wc., s decla red to be in a n opera tioml status for fli ehts 

the next night. 

On the night of 19 June, the K-130 struck the water while on 

p2_trol in the Stra it s of Gibr&lt2r, resulting in the loss of the 

rada r ha t and r adio altimeter antenn&. . At the time of the accident, 

the ship w& s proceed ing out of the StrE.lts after having received a 

w;:;_rni~ the.t enemy a ircrE-ft were approaching. 

The movement which led to the develo lJment of joint oper::~ t ions 

b etween e n Airship a no surfa ce cr2ft f or mJ nesweeping bega n in 

September. Two comba t a ir crews a rrived at Cuer s -Pierrefeu a.ir­

field in southern Fra nce, on 14 September 1944 to est ,:: blish 

f acr_i ties t here f or opera ting one blimp. Commender EIGHTH Fleet 

ordered a s ingle a irship to Fr~nce in order to conduct experiments 

in mine s potting and plotting. The K-112 arrived a t Cuers on 

1 7 Septe·,nber 1944 a nd experiment2.l mine plotting bega n on the 

morning of 20 September. The a ir s hi p h a d been ferrie d to Cuers 

in a n uneventful trip which inc~ uc.ed a n overnight stop a t Ora n, 

Al geri a , wh ere a stick ma st had been set up. 

Puttin~ the faci l ities of the Cuers a irfi eld into shap e for 

. ndl · . h. 11a ... , ing r! n i:;,irs i ~: t axed the ingenuity of the t wo a ircre·,\s since 

they a rri ved a t the a erodrome only 18 d2-ys E.fter the liberation of 

t he port of Toulon, 11 mi l es to the northwest. Ai~ one ti ra.e, the 

fie l d had been c.n elabor c: te lighter-thr.m-c..ir estab l ish.rnent, with 
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t 1·:o 8''.°'0-foot h2, ng&rs and five g&..someters for stor:.n_.; hy drogen. 

\'ihen t he K-112 arr ived on 1 7 September, three Spitfire s c~uadrons 

·i.ere fl? in& stra f i ng missio ns from the field . The Bri t 5.sh coopera ted 

wholeh e, ... rt ed.ly in setting u p bl i mp f a. cil i tics on the f ield . They 

i nd ica ted the a rea s nea r t he field which ha d not yet been 6. e --mined. 

RAF engint=: er s, usi ng dy namit e l eft ~:i ehind by retr e c. t1 ng Germa ns, 

a ided in bla s ting hole s for m2.st .-mchors in the tough, rocky s oil. 

Austrc=1l i a ns a ided in grounc' handling the C:'. ir shi r) during the first 

few d ay s after its arriva l. During t he f irst ·,;,reeks of oper a tion, 

fuel a nd gasoline truck v. ere sup pl ied by the British 5d.Uadro ns. In 

orC:er to malre possib l e corninunic t. tions bet·,veen bli mp r~nd t he field 

·tower, a VHF tra nsmitter-re ceiver fro m a Spitfir e w2. s instal l ed 

t empor arily in the a ir shi p . 

DurinI t '.1e f ir s t w e ek a t Cuers , the bl i m::.:, cre,:: s l ived on a rmy 

C 8. nd K r 2. tions. Y,'hen a.rrangements h a d been com) leted with Navy 

a ctivitie s in Toul on, cho·,;. was excel l ent. Off icers o. nd men co oked 

their own food a nd wa shed their own clothe s during the f irst few 

1reeks. Off icers _lived in a French villa--which a f ev, weeks before 

h ;.-._d h oused Ger:na n off icers. The enlisted men l ived. in French 

,0 nl ister1. men 's bc\r r ack s. 

Excep t for r oofs tha t leaked a n- door s v~ hic h ha d no g ear for 

o penl ng or closing the m, the hangars a t Cuers ,;ere in g ood shape. 

Aft ,=;r a mnra l mine d is posE.l off icer ha d insp e ct ed the structure 

a nd dec lared it free of "booby trc,. ps!t, the door s on one of the 

h ;:. nga rs were put into oper[:. tion b y the b limp crews . Ge.:::. r ~or 

o p erating them h ad long before been m&de ino pera tive, so block 
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a nd t &ckl e were rig,=; ed so t h1:, t truc~:s co l1ld b e used to pull the 

doors ope n ctnd clos ed. The 120-foot h c:in gc:;.r s ill mE_de docking 

operations risky--c s pecially v:i thout a mobil e ma st c-ai I when 

u s ing: inex;Jer ienced groundha nc.ling personnel. '.I'he mobi le mE.. st, 

~-.-h ich was d is:.nc::. ntled in Gibra lt&r &nd shi l1ped to Cuers, did not 

a rrive until t h e l a st week in October. But the shi;, r.ra s succeg;.. 

.full y docked during the first weeks without the mob i l e mast 

during period s of no \',ind concitions . One hundred t 7;enty hour 

c l1eck s 'Nere held in the h c:_ng ?;r, 2. nc ge a r still in t he hangar which 

J hc::.d been used for working on rigid 2 .. ir shi p5 was a. ut to use :for 

checking the K-112 . 

At about the time thE1.t the RAF moved from the field, a 

Unit 12d StEt •~ s Army a i r/sea res:ue unit ::noved in. The fuel truck 

7;hic l1 thi s unit brought with it r e pl a ced the British t ruck vvhich 

h Et d been used for fueling the a irship, and gasoline wa s he.uled in 

50- gallon drums from Toulon. A few weeks a fter the arrival of the 

first blimp, a group of Ger ma n prisoners was a ssigned to the Cuers 

a erodrome, s. nd the French Comm:::~nde,1_nt of the a erodrome a ssigned some 

o f them to t i:1e BlimpRon to a i d in ? round ha ndling and other duties. 

The ste tic Itc.lie.n-French b a tt le line w2,s ab out 70 mi l es e a st 

of Cuers. On 29 September the K-11:2 sea rch ed for mines in the 

Gulfs of Ju&.n a nd Napoule--which -.vere within 2 5 miles of this 

b c. ttle line . Off icers a nd men on pres s ure watch while the ship 

·;\•a s moored outs i d e c --uld see, en moonless night s , artillery flashes 

from this fr ont. Germa.n reconna isance pl c nes fre quently :'sere over 

t he Cuers a erodrome a nd on one oc casio n dropped fl a res. 
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Violent 11 mis t r al" v:im s c vus -:•d the blimp personnel more 

troub le tha n anything else at Cuers. Not until 16 October 19.44 

were a erology facilities established at the field v, hich mad e it 

possible to Jredict the mistr al which is a gusty, turbulent, 

nort:iwest wind . It rushes out of the Rhone V&lley with velocities 

of 50 and 60 knots and s ometimes r,ersist s for days. The K-112 rode 

out thre e such "mistra l" storms during which gusts of 60 k nots were 

registered a nd the i.:· ind ;-1,vera ged 40 knots. Inspection of the ship 

a fter each of these storms revealed that no undue i•\ea r had 

occurred in the nose assembly or mast. Aft e r the arriv&l of the 

aerology unit, ,·hich consisted of personnel from Fl e et Air Wing 

15 a nd EIGHTH Fleet, it wa s possible to for e ca st th'e nmistra lstt 

a nd dock the a irsh i :0(s) before v,in::_s became too strong. 

Aeria l mine plotting a nc' s pottini work from the K-l l 2 began 

20 Sept e:1'> er 194L, . The mine field s a.long the southern coast of 

France ~ere moored benea th the surfa ce of the wat~r a t de pths of 

about 20 fe et. In order to see them f rom a ny a ircraft, it was 

necessa r y to fly a lmo s t directly over them 2- t altitude s of about 

JOO feet. The slow· s pe ,d of the blimp , along with the unobstructed 

•: iev., of the wat er benea t h the ship, me.de the c:1 irshi -r,, c. n ideal 

platform from whic h to s pot the mine s . By use of ASG r adar gea r, 

it also v;2s possible to plot the position of the minefields. 

When the K-112 ha d been sent to Fra nce for the mine s potting 

ex 1Jeriments, it had been fit t ed a t Port Ly a.ut ey with a loud s peaker 

unit to make po ss ib l e rapi d communic r~tion with surfa ce craft. 

Tests ·with minesweepers in the Toulon &rea indica ted tha t they 
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hcd no d ifficulty in understr.nding ins tructions given over the 

loudspeaker. This unit a lso made possible communb,.tion with 

craft E;. S smal l a s rowboa ts. On 1 October 1944, the loudspea.ker 

,fr,.s s uccessful l y employed in Rade d 'Hyeres to guide a rowboat 

fro m YMS -#2 7 to a submerged object sus pected to be a mine. In­

,restiga tion proved the ob j ect to be a submerged net buoy. However, 

this was e.n excellent demonstra tion of the us e to which the loud­

speaker unit could be -rJut. 

A disp~tch from Comm2nder EIGHTH Fleet to Chief of Naval 

Operations on '29 Sept ember 1944 declared the plot '·ing of mi nes 

b~'T the blimp had been ·com;>letely successful, an:'l the blimp vras 

more suited to the vvork than air ·olanes. Commander Task Group 81.4, 

the unit t o v,hich the blimp was a ssigned for the mine plotting i\ork, 

suggested during first '/', eek in October a joint opera tion between 

the s.irship and minesweepers in an actu&l sweeping ma neuver. 

On 9 October, the K-112 s potted a nd plotted a field of 15 

mines 6.5 miles off Ci ota t b ay. This field had not been previously 

reported and it wa s sel ected a s the site of exryerimental joint 

opera tions between the &irs hip &nd mineswe epers. This experiment 

,rc.1 s sta rted 13 October 19L4 under wea ther conditions of visibil ity 

of 2-3 miles a nc. ce i.L ings of 400-800 feet, with r e.in showers. 

Five French-ma nned YMS' s a nd a n SC were assigned to c onduct the 

experiment with the blimp . 

All the surfa ce cr~ft ~ere Unit ed Sta tes ve ssels which had 

been turne d over to the French. Two French officers ·.,;ere a board 

the a irship, a long with e.n America n off icer from the staff of 
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Comma nder Escort s ~eeper Group, to observe a nd a i d in the co-

ordina tion of the operations of the b limp and surface cr&. ft. 

Al l comraunica tions were in French, so the French off icers ha nd.led 

t he r adio and loudspeaker micro ;)hones aboard the airship. 

After rendezvous hLd been eff ected about 1 ~ miles off the French 

co,;. st, a nd the loud speaker a nd r adio ge,:;,r had been t es t ed a nd foun:i 

opera ti ng satisfactorily, the airship proceeded to the minefield 

unprot ected; the function of the airship we, s to loca t e the l a st 

mine in the field, mE_rk it with s moke fla re, and then ' guide the 

leadl n :: mine s v:eeper to it. 

After ap-prox imHtely an hcur' s investigation, the a ir ship 

s i g reled the five mine~epers to enter the fiel d streaming their 

gear from the starbo Erd. Smoke flar es were dropped on which the 

lead ship c ould guide. Instruct ions by voice r adio a nd f l ashing 

li c:ht ~.-ere given consta nt ly from the blimp a s the ships nea red the 

mines. On one occa sion, the lead YMS wa s turned away from a mine 

in its path. On the f ir s t sweep, one mine wa s cut. The SC s a nk 

it with gun fire. Two mor e passes were made a nd a mine cut ea.ch 

time. Because of the visibil ity b eing so poor, the sweeps could 

not see the coast line six miles away for na vigational nur !'.) os e s 

S) they re~uested that the opera tion be del ayed until the next day. 

On t he fo l lowi ng day, 11 mor e mines were cut and sunk in the same 

joint opera t ion employed the day before . Since 15 mines had been 

counted origine.lly b y the blimp in the field, a check wa s met tle on 

the third r~ e.y. The blimp, a fter investigr: t ing t he e ntir e area 

again, re port t:>d a n obj ect deep :in the w2.ter. The YMS 's were 

instructed to stream their gea r at greater d e pths tha n they had 
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be -?.- n u s ing e nc to pass over the area ma r k ed. The fifteenth mine 

wJ.s t h us founc a nd sunk. 

Com~nander Escort Svrneper Group , in his re port to Comme.nder 

EIGHTH Fleet on the opera tion, sent this dispatch at the concl usion 

of t h e second d2y of the experiment: 

"150520A--FRE:NCH DRA GGEURS OPERATING WITH AERIJ'lL RECONNb ISANCE 

Pi-'\RTY IN BLI MP TC DAY COMPLETED T·, ,m DAY OPERATIONAL CLEARANCE OF STRIN 

OF MINES BETV, EEN 43 OJ .12 NORTH 05 36.45 EAST AND 43 04.82 NORTH 

05 33.08 EAST X TOTAL 14 MOORED CONTACT MINES CUT AND SUNK BY GUN 

FI RE X THIS FI PST THIE COM3I)lED BL I MP .A ND SV:EE~ING OPERATIONS 

ATTE~.":PTED X BLI MP OF GREAT ASSIS·r .A NCE TO SWEEDER USING VOICE AND 

VHF RADIO AND DROPPING FLARES kND ON ONE OCCAS IO N TURNINJ SV-'.EEPER 

AV.'AY FRO M MI NE IN HI S PATH X FULL R~PORT FOLLOV/S BY MAIL X CHECK 

SWEEP OF .AREA V: I LL BE MADE TOMORROW." 

The K-109 arrived in Fra nce on 24 October in order b a t mine 

S;Jottin§:; oper a t io ns mi ght ccntinue while the K-112 was undergoing 

a n engine change. Shortly a fter this airship a rrived a t Cuer s, 

Com,nander EIGHTH Fleet directed a n e. irship at Bizerte, Tunisia, 

for mine plotting work in Tunisia n v, a ters. The K-1•)9 was flown 

from Fra nce on 3 Novemb er in the executi . .., n of these orders. 

On 19 October 1944, t he comma nd of Blimp Squ.s.dron FOURTEEN wa s 

cha ng ed. Comi~1c nder Emmett · J. SULLI VAN, USN, wa s r elieved as s quadron 

comma nder by Lieute ru:,nt Comma nder Franklin S. RI XEY , USN, in cere­

monies conducted on t he air ship field a t Port Lya utey. Lt. Comc.r. 

RIXEY wa s ordered to BlimpRon 14 from BlimpRon 12 where he was 

s qur,dron c omma nder. Commc:-:.nder SULLIVAN bece.me Air Group Comr.nander 

(LT.A ) on t he stc:ff of Commander Fleet Air Wing 15. 
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Ristorlc 2: l highli i ht for Blinr:.1Ron 14 during the three-month 

period--Novemb er, Dec emb er 2-. nd J a.nuc,ry--wE.s the establishment of 

& detPchment a t Cagliar i on t he Ita lian islt nc of Sc.:. r d inia.. It 

w:;. s from this det,1chment--vrhich b ecame Advance base Number 2--tha t 

r egul2rly schec~uled joint mine sweeping oper& tions between blimps 

a nd surfa ce cr2.ft were fir s t carried out. The setting up of the 

C.s,gli [.;. ri detc.chment bega n late in November a fter the completion of 

mi ne spotting operat ions in the Tunisi i.... n war cha nnel. 

Comma n:ier Task Force 81.4 initia ted the operat ions in the 

Tunisia n ·wa t ers when he rec1_uested on 29 October 1944 by confidentia l 

disp&tch 291326 the use of a n a irship for making&.. check sweep of 

the Tunisi 2.n Wvr chE- nnel. · When his rec;_uest wa s approved by Com­

ma nder EIGHTH Fleet, the last stick mast rema ining a t Port Lyautey 

wa s flo wn to Sidi Ahmed Field near Bizerte , Tuni s i ~ during the 

first week in November. Two fli6ht cre·v1s from 'Port Ly au t ey erected 

it 2. n ~ the K-109 , :; ,3 5 flown from Cuers, Fr a nce on 3 November to 

Bizerte. 

Flig ht opera tions bega. n I+ Novemb er a nd, during the t wo-week 

oper3 tion, t YlO mines were sunk a nd 31 plotted in the waters in 

·which the a irship a nd sweeps fro1n MinRon 11 opera t~d . Blimp crews 

flew 76. 2 hour s in □i ne spotting missio ns during this t wo-week 

mc.neuver. 

While t he opera tion from Bi zerte wa s underv:2.y , Com ·'. t& nder 

Am;ihi":Jious Forces 8th Fle e t rec~uested on 13 Novemb er ~n his 

1216:?.4A thc1t a n a ir ship be made e.vB.ilable for joint s weeping 

onerat ions in v;a ters around Sar dinia. . The setting up of this 

2.ddi tions.l adva nce b a se meunt the procuring of a m2.st. No stick 
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ma s ts remained a t ? ort Lyau t ey . The arrival of t he mob i l e ma st a t 

Cuer s , Fra nce fr om Gib r a l t ctr la te in October, had ma d e t he stick 

mFs t a t Cuer s not vital to air ship opera tions s ince t he ha ngars 

t here ma de it possib l e to oper a t e more t h;:;.n one a ir ship with t he 

si nele mob i le mEst. Therefore, t he s tick ma st a t Cuers wa s tak en 

dov,n a nd flov,n to Elma s Field nea r Ca glh"i.ri, Sa r di nis a nd erected 

in time f o r t he K-109 to b egin o~-: er 2.t ing from it on 21 NoYemb er 

a fter the Tuni s i Bn v·ork had bee n comi) l eted 18 Novemb er . The me.st 

wa s left o n the Bizerte a irfie l d s o tha t loca tio n mi ght s erve a s 

a n a l ter na t e b a se for blimps opera ting in t he Maditerra. nean. 

The fli ght crev.s which had flown the a irship duri ng ope r a tions 

&t Bi zer t e were moved to Caglia r i a nd t he SQuadr on's .Adv&nce Ba se 

!f2 came into b eing . .Ano ther fli ght crew wa s t &.ken froo Port 

L:, aut ey to make a 4-crevi deta chment a t t h is a dva nc e b 2. s e . 

Aft er a r r iva l a t Cc. gliar i, the K-109 i mrne di a t e l y bega n 

mak i ng pr elimi nary s urveys of t he wa t er s a round S&rdi nia . This 
) 

~~ a eria l survey work s ome t i me s proved previous plots of the mines in 

error. Such a ca se oc curred 25 November, when 83 mines 1,vere plot ted • 

.A minute d iagr a m of the mine pattern wa s made a nd t he f a ct tha t only 

t vv o lines existe,J ins te ,.:;d of t hre e l ine s a s r eported by intel l i gence 

wa s e s t abli shed . Dur ing thi s prelimina r y survey work , 268 mines 

were plot t ed f.ranthe a irship . 

On 26 Novemb er, co rrunandi ne officers from several unit s at ta ched 

to MinR.on 11 were flown a rounc. the Gulf of Cagliari to observe 

mine fi eld s .a nd t y pe s of mines a nd to investi gate s uitable a nchorages 

for surfa ce craft. Aboa r d the &irship during t his f li6h t were 
comma nding officers of MinDiv # 32 , of the USS I NCESSANT (AM248), 

of YMS unit a t tached to Mi nRon 11 , arui of YMS # 200. A seco~ 
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such demonstr i:i tio n fli ght w;:;s flo r, n on 29 Noveir.b er 1rhen Com:nander 

H. W. RCBI NSON, who wa s r e lieving Capta in G. H. '1\ I LLI AivIS a s Com­

ma nder Task Group 81.12, flew aboar d t he a ir shi p . 

Ca pt E-:in WI LLI AMS, b efcre being r el i eved as cot1r,Lnd i ng of f icer 

of Taslc Gr oup 81.12 , dir ected fro m t h e K-109 t he first joint oper-

2,tions a t Ca.gl i 2ri b etween r..ir ship t.. nd surfa ce cra ft. The .s irship 

opera t ed vii th 5 s viee ps E, nd 3 trc:wJ. ers at the a pproa c he s to the 

Gulf of Cagliari. 

It VUi S 6 Decemb er--when AM boa ts oper 2 ting with the a irship 

:' ut and sank 8 mines--before a rzy mines -ij-v-ere cut a t Cagl i c,ri. In 

a t y pica l opera tion, the blimp vi:ould v:ork wi th 5 or more s urface 

craft, mc:. rki ng with smoke fl c~re s t h e positions of mi ne s before 

and a ft e r t he i r mooring c ables ha d been cut b y swe F.' PS . This 

marking increc=;_ sed many time s the s peed vri t h which 2. n a r ea coul d be 

svrn pt s a fe l y. Efforts to si.nk the mines by gunfire from the blimp 

proved unsuccessful. On 1 3 De cemb er, t he K-lOdJ. fired 60 rounds 

in a n a t t e mp t to s ink a mine whic~ ha d drifted into unsv,ept waters. 

The d;.:i nger o f damag e to the a irshi p -hich would result if a mine 

expl oded forced pilots to remain so far away from the mine th~t 

gunners could no t hit it. If it wer e not f or t he danger of t he mine 

.ex ploding whe n hit b y gunfire, t he mine s coul d ha ve b een s unk. 

This wa s demonstrated on 26 November when t h e airship s &nk t wo net 

buoys '.\i th gunfire. 

During December, the K-109 flev, mine sweeping f lights on 1 7 

days during v,hich 56 mine s were cut &. nd sunk . Except for one 

othe1° day when a ut i l ity fli ght w&.s m2.d e to Bi zerte to picl~ up 

sup ·'lies, the we a ther kept the blimp on the grourui . Ther e were 
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no d c.ys on ·which surfc: ce crc:, ft coulci 01::icr2. te a nd t t e eirshi n 

cou lc:1 not beca :;sE, o: we1:~ ther . 

Durin.-:3 J c,nuEry 19L5, t h e Cagl i, ·ri &irsh:i. p v,as flo '. n on 15 d ay s. 

No n ines \'.ere sv:ept duri :nr, this rr onth, most o f t h e f l i fht s be ing 

-· lotting mL -=: sions v-,ith officer s fro m ::r i nes-; .~e per s aboc:r c.' . On 

18 J c..nuFrJ , v,hile escort:~ ng & YMS i;,hicL \H~s sv:e eping &n 2ncllor E1e e 

ner:r Port Guim:e,; , the eir s hi!') w, .r nec t bE. surfc:,e:e crc:.f t thc:t s he 

/'fl 
vrn s heading for c:. s ho&l north of Ecrni Rod:. -'-he YMS i mr.1edi2tely 

made c! shtn ·:, turn to stErbor1 r d , ovo i dinc t he s hoc:.l tvt losing 

her c ea r on t he rock s. Subse c_ uently, the a ir ship directec the :z. MS 

t llrou~ b deep v. u t •.:, r, emibling her to re (·over t he s weepiTh3 geE,r by 
iDP' 

potnt((Sut° the sher ls over vcice rrdio. 

Mea.n-r:hile c.: single c1 irship continued to b e operated from 

Cuers, c:ftrc=Jr thF: c stE,b:.i s hment cf the c..cvance b a se r_t Caglirri. 

The Cuers c1ete cb.mJ:mt c.i o. not pc1.rticipc1 te in Eny j c int S\I.eeping 

opere t ions chn°ing Novemb er, Dece l'7\b er, E. nd Jc:nuc:.r:;. The 1:drship 

11lotting E.,.nd ecort misslons. Fre nc h n ines~eepi ng units 12.te in 

Decenber c·nnounced ple.ns to begin s weep ing 01,er r: tions 15 Janm,ry, 

but, e t t he e nc=: of J 2 nur.ry, sweeping of mines along the southern 

co ast of Fra nce had not yet stE(rted . 

During t hese three months, the coi:-; StE;l v1aters from Nice in 

the eo st to wi thin /., 0 mi~ es of the SpE..nish border in the ·r:est 

were surveyed from the blimp . RcpeLt ed S\,E.eps were m&de in 

&recs v.-hich presentec spe cic:.l sighting prot-lems. One such a rect 

Y,E.s t he v. a ter·s into vihich the Rhone River, mc::de mudc.y by v.·inter 

r2ins , emptied. Muddy \. ate1· in this ar ec.. mE- c.e t be spottine of 
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s ucmer gecI obJect s flmo s t i mposs i b l e £it times . If surf2c.e Ydrrls 

exc eeded 1 ::-' to 15 knots , Epotti nr; ccnd itions wer e not Sl1 it2ble 

.snc.: c r e[.S sv.e p t under such v. i nc1. co n0i t i ons v.ere .:.. : v:c-: y s re-si;e r, t 

y:hen l i gh ter v,ind s v.ere blordng . 

To a vo h ' v;c-.ste of f li ght ho 1ir s i n ar ec. s wher-e v. j_nds v,: er e too 

s t r ,:; w; fo r· minespotti r,_g , t -,.o mi ss i ons wer e a ~s iene d. dc.. i 1y . One 

of these v-; c s vv es t of Toulon, t he ot her ea.st of t hc t French port. 

Only in r a:r e i ns t c:'.nc e s were 1, incls to o s tro ng in both Etre r:_ s on 

t h e smne dE1y for mi m~ s po t ting . Nor t hv, e :::; t vd n:3.s r oll ing d ov1n 

c: nd c ut of the Rho ne v c: l l ey gav e most of t he troubl e i n the 

west .:: r n &r eE s. Wim1 s e l'.st of Toulo n renera l ly vv ere :!..ight • 

.Mines pot t int mis s ions wer t; a ssigned by French auth or i tiE s 

,:.bout e. week in adv c:,nce. AiI·shi p plots of t h e a r e2s \\'ere 

d eliverec: to t h e Fr ench ll!) On t he compl e tio n of t h e plot. The 

c:~irshi r1 w&s under t he or,er D tionE· 1 c ont rol of z Briti s h Air Gro up 

·whi ch controlled J, l l i ed oper a tions in t hR t t he a t er. 

Flight s 1:i t Cuers orc1 i n.9rily to ok off &b out 0730 ano. l E: nd ed 

rb out 1630. Bri efi nt: took ples ce Et the officers' ville the 

eve ni ng b efor e . The cr ev✓ , which had flm,n the fli ght on t hat 

day , woul r~ r ep ort t he work t h ey h a d d one t o t h e cre'i : which w,, s 

to t c:ke ou t the f :.i ght the nex t d ay . Enro ut e to &nd :"rom the 

plotting ar eas, the b l i mp made daily s v,eep s of the e. p-;:roE.c be s 

to t he h a r b or s of Toulon f nd Me.r sei lle. ·rhese harbor sweeps 

were made bec c:rns e the c.l most ni ght l )' pr e s ence of enem~, pl 2ne s 

over t he ere c: r.12.c.e i tfseem prob c: .. ble t ha t mi nes mi ght be dropp ed in 

S\~ept channels fro m t h e a ir. One such ob ject vth ich coul d hr ve bee n 
~ 

a. mine dro pped by pl ::Ln es v-:r s fo und by b limp neor Toulo ::.i on 7 J c. nur.cy, 
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The · fli gh t s of Ger me: n r e ccr~m-ifc r..ce ".": l E YJ 7;' ~, over ·roulon, 

M2rs e i l les, anc the Cuers fielc. rrnre fre c_-u ent duri ng t he rnc nth s 

of Nover:-ib er, December, c.r..d J c.nuc: ry. Some flc:.r 8 s v:er e dro p ;- eo 

-v:hich were pl .:: inlJ v i $ ib le to blimr; cre,;;s c:. t Cuers, i nc1 , on t he 

n:irth of 25 November, a Ger-rn;;.n r lcne w&s r i=:,r; or t ec'i shot c.o\·,n over 

Toulon--11 mi l es fr ora t he fi elc: . .b t t he time of the German brec\k 

t hrough in nor·t hern France curing De cerab er, all of south i':orn 

France ~~ s &lerted to t h e possibility of Germen par&chutists 

being dro :1r,ed in the c: reE. . After 6 Gerr,1cns , dr ess ed c1s Amer ica n 

a r my off icers, were pick e d up nec:1. r To11lo n £, :nc. Marsei l les, a.11 

United St htes officers were 8rmed. The t_'. Uard o n the Gernc..n 

pri s oners helc a t the Cuers field WE. s tripled a nc. t he b l imp 

crerrn set up ~.riecial s e curity w:c:.tches. The 5C: -Cc\l ibre n1c:,chine 

gvns viere removed from th e c: irship a nd s e t vp on the bangP.r c'J eck • 

.A French PBY was pc:rked in t he h o hga r c'oor in such a WEY th2t 

t he ma chine guns on i t c ould b e used to s vreep the field. Pa r a ­

chutists ~-ere re ; ,orted dropr ed within 8 miles of t he fi eld. 

The alert ca us eo one BlimpRon off icer some une2.sy minut e s when 

he M1s ca u~:h t a v,c.:-· from the fiel c. a fter d r .. r k , the FFI, which v.a.s 

p2 trol :L in€'. a nd blocking ;a.l J roads in soutt.er n Fr&nce c::t the time , 

r iclred him u p . Sinc e h e cou1f speak no French , End they no 

Fng1 ish, h e we s h eld 4 ho ur s, unt i l 2 n Enelish- spee.king French 

~actor i n the village a s sured the FFI le~d ers that t his "American" 

was au t hentic. 

A pa.rticul E.r ly delicate j ob of mine plotting ·i,& S vndertfd:rnn 

by the a irsh i -p on 2 5 No~reil·ber V!hen the Frenc h r ec, ue s t ed the blimp 

to plot a ch, n.ne l throu 1::h a Di ne field so t h ; t co nstr uc tion mater i a l 

-30-



DECLASSIFIED 
--bricl:..s c hiefly--cct11f. b r: ship:;.:, ed fro u t he sm.c 11 port o f Ba.nc_ol 

to Toulon for re::_::,c:iring Wf;r c.c:,.m&ge. The cli1np spe nt three days 

plotting t he chc::.~nel through 19 mi n f:s v:hich were :_:, lc:. ced a cross the 

1 1/2 mile ent r c1.nce to the bay . The 'i;o1·k of plotting mines this 

c, c cur ·a tely WE_s pc.ins t aking. The Cuers cdrshi r, occasicnc.lly was 

a s s i gnee missicns other tha n mines potting . On 12 November, t he 

&.irship vrn.s sent inlE.nc1 to sec:1rch for E. missing P-39 arnol:1[ t he 

foothills of the Alps . The P-39 turned up a t a n a lterna te a ir port • 

.A nother crr,.s hed pl E.ne, 'i\hicb hc:.d not been r eported previously, ·wa s 

s potted . The escort missions v,hich the a irshiD wa s assigned 

fre quently were intend eo to protect the surfc.ce vessels during 

their !)&ssage through waters in which floatinr mines were likely 

to b e encountered . 

The fl:Mistr hltr v.ind s kept the E,irshi i:' i n t h e hanga r et times, 

but t hese d i e not seem to b e ;::: s seve1 e E, s those encountered during 

, ) the first dc:,ys the airship o perE,ted a t Cuers . During Novemb er 
". 

the airshi r fle1. 21 days G.nd in Decemb er l/4 .• 

In J anu&r y , snoY. a nd icing condi ticns at Cuers sometimes kept 

the air ship in the h 2.ngEtr. Flights Vie nt out on 12 days during t he 

month. The p lmned erection of a sticlr me: st a.t Port Vendr es , on 

the s outh coE. st of Fra nce about ,5 miles from the 2>pc::.nish border, 

was c.ro pped a fter co n inspection p&rty visited t he ar ec:;. Wims a s 

hieh a s 100 knots wer e r e ;::orted c:. s n not uncc r:imon''. On 30 January, 

the nir ~~hi r ope r e t r::! d with s weeper s off Port Vend.res for t he first 

t irne by flying from Cuers c.nd returning the s c:,me day--D distc.nce 

of c1bout 150 miles e Hch we.y. 
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The mhst for t he Port Vencl res mci.neuver hc-d been florin from 

the P z.ores wh e::·e it he.d bee n used in the f errying oper c tions 

during May aro. J une of 19/44 . When t he Port Vendres pro ject v,a s 

drop pe d , t he m2 st wes erected ne&.r C2m1es--cn the Fre nch P.. ivier·a 

eas t of Cuer s . Duri n£: t he erection work , gunfir e on the It c:tli:; n 

f ro nt , 25 miles a wsy , could be he ard. This mes t ½ P S to serve a s 

&. n eraereency port a.nd for sweeping oper E.tions to t he e c::. st a s soc n 

a s t he Ger111r-.ns moved from ItLly. 

At Port Ly2.u t ey, r here 1 0 cre1;;s remained , pB.trol :=c of t he 

Stra it s of Gibn:.lt&r co nti nued a long with other mi ss ions &. ssigned. 

The number cf bl i uty.i s on r,Etrol in the Stred ts nightly de pended 

upon the curr ent subnc.rine estimate. Most of t he time, onl:' one 

2. ir ship was us ed ni e;htly in the Strs. i ts, but cccasicnEl l y t V1,o, 

and once d uri ng the per ic d. of November t hr o ugh J anuary, three 

bli n:ps were on t h e 11fe nce". 

The Gibi•c:ilta.r patrols, which ordinarily wer_e of a.bot1t 15 

hours durc:.tion, were lengthened to a.bout 1 8 hours frequently 

beca.use o f fo g a t Crc:.rn· Field v, hich :,reve nted la nding until noon. 

Foder t clkdoY,n t n .,ining fli ghts Fere inaugurated 16 November to 

make pos s i ble emer g c: ncy l a nd ings under instrument ccnditions if 

neces s c:.ry. The tr ::-.inln g exercises worked wel l with the e ir ship 

l e nc.ing on t h e HTA rum,a y on Craw Fif1l o_. However, c ne morning in 

Febrw.:ry, wh en the t .s.lkdovvn '\',c.:. S G.t t empted under o ctuLl zero-zero 

conditions, t he l E- nd i ng pc,rty WE-.s tmEble to catch t he &ir ship on 

t v:o pass e~: it ma.de 2.. t t h e field. HOivever, e xperience gained during 

t hese &t t empts inc.ic~,t ec t he.. t v,ith more c c: reful ple.nnine: of the 
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pro jec t anc. slight modific c:~ti c ns i n t he routine, an a ir shi p 

could be eEsilv l a nded on t he runwc,v in zero-zero conditions. . . ~ 

Re2sons f or t :te f 2: ilure to land cl uring t he first experime nt 

seemed to be t hat (1) t he Radbr o p era tor t £l k ed t he e irship do~n 

behind t he lending pc:.rty on the first pc: .. ss &nc. (2 ) t he a ir ship 

v,T, s kept st c:-;.tic c:-~lly light duri ng the approe che s which made it 

i mpo s sible for t h e a p pro &. ch to be slow enough for the lending 

>:trty to c a tch the shi r . 

Chief ob .i ection to t h e 18-hour f l i ghts we s t he los5 of 

helium which resulted from them. The a irship usually was so light 

tha t JO to 60 second.s of helium h 2.d to be v&lved d r:cily to insure a 

s nfe landing . Becc:vse of the small opera.tin[. field which wa s 

edged with embc,nkm.eat s , t r.e blimps could no t be t 2ken off with 

enough bEllast to offset this l anding time lightnes s . 

Besides the b 2r rier pa trol , escort, r hotogr ..= ph ic, cc.l i b r c: ticn 

2.nd :ninespotting mis s i ons were c.s s i gnec the Port Lyc.ut ey a irships. 

Ordi ru= rily t here were I+ a irships avc:,ile.ble. On tv1 0 e scort missions, 

the m;::. sts a t OrE,n and Bi zerte V:ere used for fuelinr, sto ps . On 

6 Nover11ber the direction finder sto.tion at Port Ly c:.u t ey w&s 

Cc,licrc::ted a nd on 8 De cemb er a United St £.te s Army dire c tion fine.er 

st,.ticn locc:: t ed c:it Mogodor, French Morocco, wc.s c r,l i brated by an 

,drship . The Mogodor mission required a 15.9 hour fli ght s ince 

Mogodcr is locc.:ted about -2 50 milE s south of Port Lyautey . 

No mines wvere found on the 11:ine spotting mis s i c ns flov: n neE,.r 

t he Strc:,i ts of Gibrc;l t r. r. Pho t. o ; rc~pbic mis sions inc : uded -;:,hoto­

gr a rhing bombs drop ' ec:. from 2. PBY of VPB 63 t o che ck ins t c.llatio n 

of bomb r a. cks. 
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Anti-su'i.H1Lc=~T i ne t:rai.ning exerc :.se s with t dne sutmbr :ine s ih&. S 

disc ontinued a f ter 2 5 Nove'tber b ecEaJS e of t b.e need f or t te o ir­

s hi. ps for oper c! tionc. l mi s sio ns. 

Dur!nr;( t he t hr ee-month -:i eriod fr om Nov ewb er 1944 t hro ugh 
a t lec::tst one of the 

J 2.n u c:1. ry 1945..1-/S quadron ' s 6 Bi rshi '. .. s v\e s cut of comnission beca use 

of a n a ccident. The K-101, which va s dam2ged 15 Sept :mber in a 

b lE.sting Ecc ident on the fi e l d , Wc..~S b a ck in fli ght st&tus 6 Dece1:1ber. 

Pur gine of thi s b l i mp , whicb v~~ s d elay ed bec2use of rep&irs needed 

by the porta.b l e helium purificc'.l. tor, b e ge n 5 November. After pur ging 

\VD.s completed, a.c. ,j ustment of the hori zontc:~l surfa ces wa.s necess c: ry 

t o c ountera.ct dy nc,mic nose h eav ~_ne s s of the ship. 

The K-130 wa s damHged extensively en t he ni ght of 31 Decemb er 

when the e irship str1Jck t h e b 2,nk during t E1ckeoff from t h e a irshi ··, 

field a t Port Lya utey. 

Th e K-123 we..s def l F.i ted o n the field on 1 5 J a nua ry 1945 Vi hen a 

per son po s ing a s & French officer a c c i d entally drove c... jeep into 

t h e l o ng l i nes a nd rip c or d exte rn.er which had been rigged on t µ e 

a irshi p becc::us e of high winds. The envelope wa s de.rnaged beyond 

locfr l repa ir a nd t h e c&r v;-a s sht pped to Cuers, FrE_nce Vjhere the 

s hip we: s to be r e-erected in t he he.ngar. 

Wea ther a t Port Lyaute)' rema inec. mild throughout the " v.f.: tn 

s e c: son. Ra in d id not inta:fere with a irship oper& tions. Only 

f a ctors which h <S.mpered blimp fli ghts were the fo g over Craw f ie ld 

B nd occa siona l s c.;.u &l l s which passed over t h e fiel d with gusts &s 

h i gh as 4 5 k nots . During one of these s qualls, the SO- ~ound lo ~er 

r ucln er of t he K-1? 3, which h &.d b ee n stE~k e( dov,:n b ehind the o perci ti ons 

hut, w ".· s torn loose fro m the stdtes a nd ca.rriec. a n 1/8 of a mile to 
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t he e nli s t ed men's te nt city. On a no ther· occ c:. s ion, gus t s b e ca me 

s o s evere thc.t the hEndr cdl t o which t he emer c ency wheel on the 

K-1:3 0 w:: s r i ge; ed a ft er t he Eccid ent c f 31 Dec enb er WE s broke n off . 

J~. n e mer ~: e ncy s upr:iort for t he v.heel hEd t o be ri g ~: ed f r om 2 b y 6 

tin:b ers. Th e Corm::c nc.i ng Officer c f t h e Squuiro n comr-,end ed Ens. 

V . • C. WARD, End E . L. JO NES, AR3c, for ski J lfu11y r i ding t h e ship 

Et t he ma s t during t he s qu&ll B.ft er t h e wheel ha.d brok en off. 

Ther e v.-ere t v,c f e r r y fli ghts b f- t \~een Port Ly-eutey a nd Cuers 

in De e:erab er. On 2 Dec erJb er, the K-13Li w2, s flo\',·n f r om Port 

') LyEu t ey t o Cuer s on the fi rs t leg of t he f l i ght. A pr e- da.v1n 

t c:~keoff w2s me.de t he next day a nd t h e ship wa s ha lf·we.y a cross 

' ) 

t he Mediterrane a n v,hen the Cuers d etE. chme nt orc. ered t h e pibt. to 

Ora n becc:,us e of Mi s t r c:,l v, i nds on t he Cuer s field. The K-13.Li 

r e t ur ned to Orf;n v.h ere it rem2 i ned unt i l 3 De c e mber-- 5 ds.y s-­

because of b a d we a t her. On t hat d cy , v,c e a t her h c.c: i mproved e ncugh 

to per mit a f l i ght to Cuers. 

Af t E!r t lte a rr i v2l of t he K-lJ L; a t Cuer s , the e ngines on t he 

K-112. were cha 1v ed a.nd f or wa r d Sl1r g e pa tche s re ~: l a ced . All m&.j ar 

c o n t r ol c ables o n t he s hip ~ere re newed . The K- 1 12 ha d b een a t 

Cuer s si nc e 17 Se ptember, a nd af ter corn:rl e ti o n of the ov er ha ul work , 

t h e c.ir sh i p r, s f l own to Port Ly a utey o n ; 9 December in a non-stop 

f l i gh t i, h ich re ~il::ir ed j u s t over 1 6 hour s f or t he 8 50 -mile 1ri~· . 

Th i s ,;;c_s t he only fl i ,i: h t fro m Ly a ut ey to, or fro m, a ny of the 

Medi terr <', nee.n bases in which c. s to p vn:o. s not m2 de & t OrF.n. 

When t he s pe ci2l J_y cons t r uct ed b limp fi el d a to p t he bill west 

of Crc.\'\ Fi el d bec&me oper c:. ti oncl l a t E in Aw~; us t , ma int enance off i c s s 
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c::.nd v.'or k s pc:;_ce s wel' e no t mov ed from t he i r l ocE t ions o n Cr &v, Field 

proper. Thi s sep2r c: tion b etv·e e n me: i nt e nanc e uni t s 2_nd. t be oper r ting 

field slowed rep;:_'. i r .:-, nd c h eck v1orlc , s o, in Dec errJJ er, t ·,'l o a dd i ticnal 

( uons et huts were ere cted neDr t he b li!l".p fiel d a nd &11 mainterw.nce 

units V\' er~ nmved int o t hem. The Sc~uc.. dron' s Sup r l y Offic e rema ined 

o n Crc~1r Fiel c. b e cevs e of t h r~ 1 2. ck of r oom in the four Quonset huts 

whi ch housed £11 Squadron off ices on t h e hill. 

The ord.nc: nc e g E,ng convert:Ed old French bomb shelter s i nto cf f ice 

anc_ s to v, 2ge s pf;. c e f or ordnE-i nee geBr a nd a semi-per me. nent ins t a lle.. tion 

vv2s me.de for t h e nor t ab l e heli um ur..i t s v, h e n they were inst&l l ed nea r 

t h e 11 slotr1 moor ing circle on t he b limp fi eld. Thi s new loc E-.tion 

s i mnl ified s omewhe. t t he problems invo l ved in pur gi ng a rui to pping­

up- oper l;. ticns , pnrt i cularly t he lat t er. After· t h e pla nts were 

mov ecl , -ora.ctic:.:. .. lly c;.l :i_ to p-ups were mo.de t hrough t h e purging l ines 

l ~:i d under the me t f ro m t bs cent •0 r of t h e moor i ng r ircl e to the 

pur i fy inr. -ple_nt s , wher e heli um s tor.age cylinc;ers were locG.t ed . 

Befor e the •)l a. nt was moved, heli um cylin:l er or mul t i-cylinc e r units 

ha d t o be tr&nspcrted to the a irs hip. 

Wh e n the purifice. tion units were moved , trailer doll i e s a nd 

c.•11 wh e els were r emoved, a nd a semi-perm2 nent ins tc.l la tion We· s 

i mpro v ised by pl Pcing t we l v e c c ncrete block s u m er ea ch pl 2-. nt. 

Th is a r r r; 11.g- eme nt & i ded mE. t eriolly in reducing vib r E-tion which c:t 

a l l times he.d been a s erious prob lem. 

The blc stinr ac c i de nt in vvhich the K-101 WE S damaged in 

Se p t emb er l ef t t hr,.t shi p v. itb a purity so l m"i· thE:t it could not 

be me.s.sur ed with a C&.mb r i d ge c: ncly zer, &.nd imposed E",n unex pected 
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clnd hec..vy b urden on the purifying pl c-, nt s . Since the purity could 

not be determined , r esul. t s of c. pr eliminary purge fro.:it 24 i.)e_pb~:n.b e r 

t o l October could. not be rn.ec~surea. . By me~.,_ ns o f an effusion tyue 

.s.rnly ze ~· , t he pur i ty was f ound to be 62 . ?..% on 5 Nove riber , the d a te 

a s ec .. 110 :)Urge ,iL S beg1J n . This ·,ur p .: e n6ed o n 2 7 November v1he n a 

::,urity of 96.9fo 1Yt. s att;<.ine d . J1r,proxi :11a t el y l,0? 7, 2 50 cu. ft. of 

clurin£: t h e second . To rep l r.c e the a ir removed from t he h e :!..ium c1.nd 

pl a nt losses , r:md t o to p up the B.irship, 291,15 :' c u . ft. of helium 

were a ,j_dec1 t o t he K-101 during t he second ~ur ge. 

Besides r ? turni:Qg the K-1·:,1 to re fli ?.:ht stf'. t us , the helium 

gag v;e.. s ab le to ma int2in &. s a. tis f actory a vEl'age ;;:iuri ty in tht~ rest 

of t :1e Sc;_u :~.clron's :=: .ir ,:; hi11s d e.s::iite t he f a ct t :1E,t t hr ee of the a ir­

shi ps were absent from Port Lyau tey for per i ods of a s much a s three 

months . At t he end of the ye c- r, the t,.vaage .:: uri t~y for a l l six ships 

v.- ,,_ s .:tbou t 96.0%. At the e nc of Febrw:try, t he a verage _purity for five 

shi :1s wc.. s about 96. 5~. The purit)1 of the K-109 w::i. s raised to 98. 0% 

on 22 Octob er , just before it de pc.:-.rted for a n adv2 nce base; the 

K-101 purity ;,a s 9l3.1% befor e; it left Port Ly a.utey on 2 5 Febrw1ry. 

_;, t one time the c·~ ver c,, ge purity for &11 six shi ~1 s 1i.E--. s 97. l~. 

I ns.s nmch :: 3 mos t :--,urge s wer e accomplished 17hile a ir ~..: hi p s were 

u nder go inc rne.i nt e n~.nce checks or 1·,rere no t re ,~ui r ed oper:-l tioml1.y, 

:_rnrgine d i d. no t int er fe r e 1.-ith operci tions. Es p :: cinlly dur ing 

Febr u2. ry, hov.' 1:-> v:= r , :ne. nr of the ~ ... ur ges .,ere m2.d e during a short 

ei~:ht hour to t ·.:;elve h our per iod between fl i ghts. 
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Beb:ee:i.1. June 19 ·'.,4., the month the s qm'.dron ar --, ived overseE.s, 

and t lrn end of December 1944, &.p {)roximE~.t ,3 '1. :7 1,350,000 cu. ft. of 

helium ;:·;ere e:c!ended--::n ~ver a ~e of ab out ; _25,0 :_")0 cu. ft. f or e2 cn 

airship for a six months' period. From purity records over this 

--·.,oou+- 0 2 cr.1 C. . V • / /0 • Despite me.inten&nce pro·b le:ns, r.. ggr '.. v E, t ed b ~ l e.ck 

or delay of repla cement p2.rts, the opera ting ti rns of the portE~ble 

puri +-ying p l .s. nt s w~; s considered hiGhly satisfactory. One of 

t he plr:. nts v:& s in opc r ,~ tion :purifying h e lim1 50.2% of the totc:~l 

time from July throu:f·l 31 Deceinber. 

During t he 8 month ps rioc. of Februc:~ry throu[ h Septenb er 1945, 

t h e Europea n wrcr er.me to e..n end e.nd , with this cess t-:tion of 

hostilities, c&me r~n end a lso to the a nt.i-sub1J.i~.ri.ne missions which 

c:ci r ships had. been flying in the Gib r 2.ltt.r c.re c:. for a yes.r. The 

.minesvreeping pro ~~ r a .m, which the a irships of BlimpRon 14 had been 

Cf1.rrying out ciS an Eidjunc t tJ their anti-subrnr:. rine pn. trols, then 

bece.me the prime.ry function a ssi gn ed to the Squ:-:_dron. To c a rry out 

these missions of s potting e.nd plotting enemy minefields, s.irships 

operclt8d from b a ses at Cuers, Fro.nee; Cagli e,r i, Sardinic~; Rome , 

Pis?. a nd Lido in Itnly; the islc:nd of Mal t2c--these besides the 

ma in home ba s e of Port. Ly autey, French Morocco. 

The number of a ir s hips remaininf at NAS Port Lyau tey va ried 

dt1ring t h e S month period. Usuc.l ~y i t was fc:'ur until a ft er VE day. 

Unti~. VE day, primc.ry function of t hese c. ir .:;hips wc:~s to c arry out 

t :·.1e night pa trol of t he "fence" in t he Str r..it s of GibrG,lti:,r. During 

th e se lr=:,s J: fe ~·.- month s 0£' the Eur ope s.n ·J,-;_r, on..7..y one Hirsh i p wa s 
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k e pt on the "fence" ni r;;_1tly. Lat e in M&rch, 2 n s.c .·}· i tion.s l d.a.ylieht 

Mt.D pcstrol \'.t S ::: stLb ·~. ished b;l Fleet Air \'.·i ng 15 f or the a ir ships. 

This co nsistsd of a d 2y ~i eht pa trol of 2 rif~ e which wa s loc&t ed on 

the ocec:.11 bottom jus t west of the Str-a i ts a nd ~.as a n a rea. of go od 

bot torn c_ t rel c"'- ti v Ely slw l :Lov; d e p ths. 
possible 

I "- ·,,- c: • ,:Jo -,- -s ltl ,. t " •. ~.s con-l l.. ~r . .:;;;;;J 110. 

enemy subm-rines mi ght h e lyini on this bottom duri::1;: ho urs of 

daylight . Severa l v.rreclrn on e nd nec~r t he ridge made this :patrol 

especially c} i f ficul t a no. re c:uired conste nt pin-pc int n :viga tion. 

Fre (-i uent d:::y l i gh t escort missio ns al s o ,ver e carried out by 

the airs h i :)s duri n r: the l a st three mo nth s of the war in Europe 

a n,J t he :nont:.1 follor ing VE day . Fle 0: t Air \\ ing 15 d evised a 

special bli:~plane· covera ge for escort missions which wc:. s tried 

not more th ,,.n 3 or 4 times during t h e period . Und er this escort 

pl e. n, t he ~)l a.ne cover ed the 1.,.rea 5 to 7 mi l es out s i de t he convey, a nd 

t he blimp--wi t h 1 ts MAD ge .sr--cover -:, d the a rea ove r which t h e c onvoy 

was pa ssing. Thi s mea nt t hc:t t he a ir s hi p const r1. n t ly v.- :.s we .s_ving 

in &nd '.Jut among t ~1e shj_ ps of l a rge c o nvoys a t MAD a l ti tu c.e--o.b oit 

1 :-:-, ·~ feet. With t h e ending of hostilities in Europe , this plan wa s 

dro r,F:i ed during the additional month tha t the Port Lya utey based 

a ir s h i '1S escorted c onvoys. .After VE d c.y, blimps a nd. pl a n e s did 

not 1\'0rk jointly on convo:,T cover&.ges . 

The l ast anti-subrn,_. rine mission wa s flovi n by a BlimpRon 14 

a ir ship on 6 June 194.5 vihen 2. 55-ship convoy w.s s escorted . This 

y,-e.s e Xc'. ctly one y e2r a fter the fir s t 1:.nti-s ub:m2rine })<"-trol y-l'!c, S 

flov\·n in t he Str c=, it s of Gibr2.lt .s. r on 6 June 1944 by an a irship. 

During Febrm.ry , a n airshi p based a t Port Lyautey--the K-112--
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e scort ·2d t he Unit ed St e tes rr.v r-;,l v essels c c:'-r ry ing Pres i d ent 

Franklin D. ROOSSVFL T to t he Crime c:. Conference. Early in the 

;nonth , the &ir sh·:.::i took off from Port Lyautey a nd st2.yed vdth the 

vessels c a r r ying the pres identh-1.l pr~rty unt il th ey h Ei. d p2.ssed 

Bizerte. Tv;o f li_ rh t cre-.:. s were e mployecl in t he oper ;-;. tion. One 

of ti1ese f lev: the b limp from Port Lyautey to Or a n, ( escorti ns t he 

ves sels through t he Stra i t s of Gibr&l t c.r); t he sec onc1 crew picked 

up the a ir ship a t Or.s.n v..rhen it stop oed f or fu el t here. At the 

completion of th~-:-~ o per,::·:.tion, the a. irshi:. returned to Port Lyautey. 

La te in Februs.ry, the K-109, which wa s b a s ed at Caglfa ri, 

esc crtecl the Preside nt-c:.:". rrying ves s els on their r e t ur n voyage. 

Since the K-109 v1·&s in need of c he ck and overhaul vmrk ·0;hich could 

be a c compli shed only a t Port Lya utey, this Eir shi·,:i ·wa. s r e turne d to 

Port Ly a 1-1tey v,rhen it left the na v a l vessels in t h e .A tl 2.ntic vrnll 

clenr o f the appr oa ches to Gibral t r~r. To r e ~1l ace the K-109, the 

K-101 w;:. s ferrie d to Cagliari on 19 Febrmi.ry. 

On 1 3 Harc h, because o f the increased U-bor: t a ctiirity in 

the a pprof\ che s to the Str 2. i t s of Gibr ;.-~l t a r, Commander Mor·occa n Se&. 

Fronti1~r in his ~ret dispE~ tch 131110A initi a t ed a re( uest to 

Comma nder EIGHTH Flee t a sking for t he i m(:iedi a te return to Port 

Lyaut ey of t he t wo b l imps o per a ting a t Cuers a nd Ca gl i ari. On 

t he s ame d ay , Comma nder EIGHTH FLeet directed by secret dis p a.tch 

1132148 thc\ t the blimps in the Mediterranean return to Port 

Lyautey on 15 March where they were used to incre2.se the number 

of dey l i ght c onvoy cover&.ges provided by BlimpRon 1/4. 

These ship s rem2ined e. t Port Lya utey until 11 April, when 
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the K-101 de part ~d Port Ly2.ut e:- for Cuers t o r e s ume rn j_nes's eeping 

i•1ork ther e in cor!1.pl L lnc e r,ii th orders frora Com:;1.:-= .nder EIGH-rH Fleet. 

The K-101 a r r ived in Cuers on 14 April. 

On 26 March, the K-109, which had returned from Cael i Rri the 

week before, was compl e tely demolishe(J on the field a t NAS Port 

Lya ut ey in a freak wine!.. There ;-;ere no personnel injuries. The 

K-lJ O wa s damaged s l i ghtly a t the s ame time. The K-109 was torn 

from the mobi le mDst to which it wa s moored in a viole nt ':.•h irl\~'ind, 

or u pdr aft, which wa s so loc t.l in chnr a cter tha t it a pparently 

a f fect ed only the small area in which the t wo airships were moor ed 

on Field No. 2. The a ir shi --, caught fire am wa s com;::letely 

destroyed &bout 5C)0 yar ds from the mobile mast which wa s overturned 

c::.nd so badly b ~·i.sted tha t it had to be surveyed 

The accide nt occurred a t 0837A (loca l time) aft er a ni ght of 

moder a te winds which a v er aeed 15 to 20 knots vfi th intermittent 

rains. Beca use of the unsettled we2.t her , the Sc_;_uadron Ope1, ~: ti ons 

Officer a t 0745 had re i~u ested a we&.t her forec a st. There w2. s 

nothing in this forec a.s t to indicate the v i olence of the winds 

which were to pass over the i m,·-ted i a te a rea in Yihich the t wo &irships 

wer e moored about 1+0 minutes l a ter. 

To repla c: e the K-109 a nd the K-12.3, which had been E1. c cidentrdly 

ri·p,)ed a t Port Ly a utey in J anur-_ry, Chie f of Na v&.l Oper ::tions l a te 

in Marc h directed thc=t t t wo mor e air ships be f eriied from t he Ste. tes. 

As a resu l t, the K-89 and K-114 arrived a. t Port Lyautey on l May 

&.f t er &.n uneve ntful tra ns a t lantic ferr:• op er a tion vrhich inc l uded 

stops c.1t Bermu0.a and the Azores. 
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Afte r 1 June , onl.y 7 fli ,:ht cre';;s rem2.i ned a t Port Lyautey; 

t!le re s t wer e at a/ v&nce bases in t he Medi t err a :ne&n CE.rrying out 

mines =:,reeping OJ)8r2sti ::, ns. · With the e nc' of a nti-subraarine mi .3 sions, 

these Port Lyatey crews formed a n air-sea rescue unit. 

Aft er l J June, when the K-130 vrn s ferried to Cue rs, France, 

on7y t wo airships remained at Port Lya utey. Since -at Port Lya utey 

the cr ,,,ws were on a sta ndby sta tus a.s cin air-s ea re s cue uni t , a 

l i ght flight tr2ining sc i.1edu::.. e of about 5 flights per week were 

ca rried out. These included air-se& re .:-- cue proced :'.res a nd r ada r 

t a.lkdo\.i n exercises • 

.A month l a t ·r , on 15 July 191,. 5, the K- 89 wa s ferried to Deta.ch­

ment #3 leaving only t vm air ships at Port Lya utey. .Arnl in Au gu s t the 

K-112 v;as ferried to Cuer s for deflc: tion b eca use of the conc.i tion of 

the enve J.ope. Thi s le ft only the K-114 at Port Lyautey. 

Duri n~ the perioc. from VE Day--8 May--unti l the enc of Septemb er, 

the Port Lyau tey crews ,vere Co.lled on fer an a ir-sea rescue assign-

ment only once. This wa s on 4 July when the ship was ordered c ut 

to .:ear ch for a Piper Cub overdue at the Naval Air St£1. tion. The 

e.irslhp w::. s ready to t ake off 12 minutes aft8r the "first c all" but, 

just :::irior to t akeoff, Station 0-per-~. tions notified the Squ ;--cdron 

tha t the pL cne he .. d been lQca ted. 

Severa l photo:;r ::: phic fli ght s during June-Sept ·:-:mb er were ma de 

over Casab tla nca 2 nd Rabat. Two r adio direction firu er st;;' .. tion 

calibr2tion f l i 3hts also were flown. 

With the dep2.rture of Fleet Ai r \\ ing 15 from th1:; European 

Thea ter on 9 July, there were s l ight chE--nges in the senior cornmc·.nds 

under v.hich BlimpRon 14 oper2ted. The Sc: u!.:.dron re ported to the 

I,-. - ,.,:::.. -



Commesn::ing Officer, Moroccen Task Group, who wa s also Commanding 

Officer of N.AS Port Ly2.utey for 2,dmini .; trc~tive c ontrol. 

From Febrmlry t hrough Septemb er 1945, BlimpRon 11+ ma.inta ined 

e.n advc.nce base ct Cuer s , France--the only '.:,2-. s e from v;hich Bli mpRon 

l .~ operated which had ha ngar facilities. This det :1. chment was the 

originr.~l minespotting unit and hRd be en estctb :1_'ished in September 

1944 . Opera tions from h Are were s poradic with airships a rriving 

2.rr._ depc.rti ng t he unit at irregul&.r intervals. Up until 16 March 

1945, the K-l34 vms b e.sed a t this French b a se and was used for 

plotting mines along the south coa st of Fr r,. nce. The entire coa st 

line from the Sp.s.nish border to Cannes 1•:r.-_ s covered . Actual sweep ing 

work was s poradic . The a ir ship wa s recalled to Port Lyautey on 

16 l!arch on the d ay a fter a ctual s -1rneping h&d sta rted with French 

uni ts. On this oper .--. tion in the Baie de Sans.ry, 7 mines were cut 

by the French vessels which consisted of 5 s"irneps, 2 minelayers and 

2 PC b oa ts. The K-134 saved one sweeper from probab le d amc;_ge, or 

even destruction, when it warned the ves sel t hat it ve.s drifting 

toward a moored mine only 10 y.s.rds away. 

Before the K-134 returmd to Port Lyautey in March, four 

IJhotogr aphic missions ·11, ere flown from Cuers. On 13 February 1945, 

on orders of Supreme Headquarters Al l i ed. Expeditic:n£:.ry Forces , the 

blimp wa s used to photo gr 2,ph under,,mter mines in the Baie de 

San.s.ry and Gr c:nde Pa sse a.nd underw&ter b a rricades along the French 

coa st from Set e to Pte. de L' Espi gue t t e. These photo graphs 1;~re 

t E:.ken. for the a rmy photographic research branch, War Office, 

London and -.1vere of a n experimental n-1.ture emp1oyine polaroid lenses 
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in an effort to determine depths of moored mines from photographs. 

Result s of tests were never lea rned by the blimp det2chment. 

On 21 Febrm::ry 1945, shor e d ~ff:nse inste. 11;::. tions along the 

southern coa st of Fra nce were :;:ihoto gr a:::,h ed for the British. This 

mission WR S repeated on 28 February. 

The Cuers detRchment h0.d no a ir ship :::ft er the K-131+ returred 

to Port Lyautey on 16 March 1945 until the K-101 returned on 

14- April for the resumption of minespotting ·v,ork. Minesweep-ing 

\Wrk was resumed on 17 April with Ta sk Unit 125.13.2--n unit of 

United States mine sweeps. The airship worked. vvi th t h ese American 

vessels until 22 May when they were ordered to Palermo, Sicily. 

From 1 May until 9 1,fay 19/+5, the deta chment hRd no airship to 
with 

work/these ships . The K-101 hc,d departed on the first of the month 

fo:r Pis 2.. , Italy where Adv&nce Base III v..-a s being established. The 

K-131+, wa s ferried from Port Lyaute? to Cuers on 8-9 May to replace 

the K-101. The K-13/i- rema ined at Cuers until 10 June when it wa s 

fe r rie6. to Lido, Itc:~ly when Advance Base IV w&.. s established there. 

Ag&in the Cuers deta chment wa s without a n airship until 15 June 

when t he K-13O a rrived from Port Lyautey as a replacement. 

During the periods thc:, t the Cuers detachment had no airship, 

the crev:s t h ere busied themselves with setting up facilities for 

reerecti on of the K-123 v.:-hich h a d b een ripped accidental l y in 

Port Lyautey on 15 J &nuary. The airship car, which wa s not 

d a.maeed, wa s shipr e d to Cuers t·.fter COMINCH & CNO approved on 

13 March pl a ns for the r s -erection of the .s. irship at Cuers. 

This approva l a lso provided for the establishment of overhaul 
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facilities for overha ul of the Squ~dron's airships in the Cuers 

ha n~a rs. It carried. with it the sti-;)UJ.a tion tha t this work wa s to 

be carried out i"ii th no incre2.se in personnel anJ no ba se construc­

tion was authori zed. 

T-;,a c ivil i o. n technicia ns from Goodyea r .Aircraft Corpor~-:tion 

arrived at Port Lyautey in M&rch 1945 13. nd v,ere sent to Cuers in 

April to su~ervise t he erection work. 

Slow delivery of need 0c. gear fro m the Sta tes made it impossible 

to start actua l erection of the K-123 until 1 July 1 945. On 

'- 2 July, the groundcl,o th was spread and the envelope unp2clrnd 

prepar Etory to erection of the air ship. On 6 July, the inflation 

of the envelope beg.s n. T\. ent~T-s eve n days a ft er the ground cloth 

hc1.d been l .e i ~, the K-123 wa s successfully test flown. 

) 

Because of the condition of the enva..ope, the K-101 was 

deflP-. ted a nd the ca r c:c .s. ted for .s tora ge during the first weel-c 

in July at Cuers. The K-112, also beca us e of the poor con:1ition 

of the envelo pe, was d eflat s d in Cuers during the first week in 

September. 

Mine spotting opera t io ns by the Cuers deta chment were resumed 

with the French on 21 .August 1945. The Cuers-ba sed blimp worked 

with French minesweeps at the mouth of the Rhone River. 

On the fir st d ay of the resumption of sweeping, a French 

SC struck a mine a nd sank with the loss of four men. The accident 

occurred ,hile the e. irshiTJ w~,s working with the sweeps and three SCs 

,;:ere about four mi les away si:n..1dng mine s 2lre2.dy cut. One of the 

SCs h2.d drifted ir;i.to unsvrept vtG. ter s vhile e.tter:iptin£: to sink a 
' mine. The blimp proceeded int7.edi a t ely to the scene and dro pped 
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life r &.ft s , life ,7.,. ckets, 2.nd a fir s t aid kit. The &.irship stood 

by until 2.11 survivors had been t :-:ken abof..:. rd surfE.ce craft. 

1,Iine swe eping opere.tions continued througho ut Sept einber 1945 

vvhenever we,~ther permitted . Up until 15 September, 67 mines were 

cut d urine t hese operations. 

Photogri:1 phic mis 3ions were flov:n for t he Army a nd the French 

over Marseilles and Toulon. And for this work, both the Army 

a nd the French s e nt notes of t l1c..nt:s to the detachmenti. 

From February to June 194-5, the Cuers deta chment had an alternate 

field a.t which to land. in ca se of mistr&l wirrls at Cuers. This was 

on La Bucco field about 4 miles west of Ca nnes . Calli~es is about 

70 miles east of Cuers and because of mount~ins, does not fe e l the 

ef f ect of the mistr t.l winds as doe s Cuers. A s tick ma st vv c. S set 

up on this field in Februa r y but was never used by the airship . 

Vi i th the estab l ishment of Adva nce Ba s e III and IV in May a nd Juffi 

in northern Ita ly, Cuers became in f a ct a ma intena nce bas e for 

the a irships opera ti~ in tha t area . Therefore, the mast near 

Ca nne s w :.i. S moved to Cuers in June to ha ndle the incre,:.:. sed tr2ffic. 

Adva nce Base III at Pisa wa s only four hours fli Ght time 

fron Cuer s c1. nd tha t base's a ir shi p r e turned to Cuers re gul r~rly 

for mo.i nt s ne_nce v.ork. Adva nce Ba se IV a lso sent i t s airship 

regul c=-rly to Cue:rs for check work; this fli ght from Lido, It2.ly, 

to Cuer s re~uired about 8 hour:; . 

Adv&nce Ba se f/:2 a t Sardinia duri~-; FebruE.ry, March and April 

continued to a i d. .Amer ica n minesweeps in c]..earing the h&.rbor of 

Ca1:; l i s_r i o:: mine s . The joint opera tion bet ;een airship and surface 

-46-



DECLASSIFIED 

cr2ft i n mineswee ? ing oper 2, t ions had first b een tried in 

October 1944 off t he coe st of Fra nce. The S2,r dinia opera tion 

proved .t he worth of such tee~mrk. At t h e clos e of the Cagl i ~ri 

oper a tion in March , Comua :nJ er of the YMS unit engaged in the 

opera t io n evc:. l ua t ed t he part t he bl i n 1. llc..d t ::-.:~s i1. in t t1:.· ·~ er}:: 

111, blimp is i nve.luable i n c ler..ring s v; eeps cf s hallor,- fi e l ds . 

On c::.t :1. ea st t wo occasions, ~hips ere sE,ved fr om prob & ble mining 

by v,c.r· nings f rom t h e bli mp . Under a ver;-;gs c onci tions of' sea a rrl 

visibil i t y, & YMS s h cu1cl be s e f e fr om c c nta ct mi nes i n a ny v..- r. ter 

i n V.' h ic ll a b l i rn;.--i c an s ee mines . It is cc ns i dereC. c. es ir2.b le to 

h Lve & M/S officer in t h e blimp as ob server ond for li&ison v;i th 

the C. T. C. THe b limp shoulC 2lso b e e ~uipped ~ ith YN r[di o to 

provice inst1:,.:nt re2-ic.b1e comnunic a tion v.i t h t he ships rt. 

On the d&y befor e t he beginnine; of c.~. s pe ciE.l 01)era tion off 

.Anzio, I t aly, the c:ir :::,hi p , worl;:ing v.i th the swee ps , a i c.ed in 

t he c utt inL'. of 2.ln1ost E:. hundr ed mine s in Ca gl i &.ri barber. This 

mi nes11,eepi ng ....-. ork a t Ce gl i s ri ,, r,s interrupt ed f or a week by 

t h e Aru:io oper&tion duriI1£ the first Y:eek in March. This o per 2tion 

v:c: s c .::.rri ed out s\-. i ft l )- a nc. ef f iciently. Bet,,een 1600 on 1 1viarch 

2.nc. 1700 7 ME rch , t he Cagl i c r i c e t E. c '.n.me:nt cf /4. fli ght cre, ,,s had 

n oved. s o s v·iftly tha t t he cfficers E~nd men had : 

1. Di sm2hled t he s t::ck m2st 2.t Bizert e , Tunis i a X--1?.0 miles from 

C2 gli r.. r i a. nd 300 miles from Rc me--c,nd re-erec t ed it on 

Li t tor i o F i eld in 1.ome v;i t h i n 18 hour s. 

:? • Ferri e6 K-101 to und. f rom rio11e E: ncl fleY, t he cdr shi p on 5 

:r~i nes potting missic1 ns. 
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3 . Dismr:ntl:-c. tliE mr-st vth ic l-1 t bey be d se t up 5 daJ; s pr eviously e ncl 

stored it o n & Rome £ irfield . 

The bli· :p c:nc1. ,_· ll h ;:- nc:Ls --the fiI·st o f vton: left Cc=G1 i :: ~c" i e t 1600 

on 1 Mcr ch--v. er e be ck Lt Ce t: lic ri, re& f y to re s ur:te normE. l c perr. t ion..s 

at 1700 o n t he 7th of March. 

Cor.1 .. :, 2. nder- Mi nes\,eeper· Sc~u adron 7, vdth v,hom the Cc:. :;::lir. ri &etnch ­

mcnt operE;te c? in S&rdinic , initic. t ed the Rome mE·. nucver v:hen he 

recomme::ded in confidential c ispa.tch ?61747 Febrt1Lry tbE. t the c ir­

ship be emplo:/ed. to assist in sweE-ping mine s near t he USS SV,FF.VE , 

AM, ·phich hEd been sunk northv;est o f .A nzio, Itc:ly. The s v .. eep i !l[. v.2 s 

undert;:,ke n a s c prelimi m,r y step to t b e s a lvc.ge of geD r &bo 2rd the 

minesv,- eep which wrcs suri.k in 35 to ~O fa thoms of WE.ter. On 2 M&rch, 

Comme..nde:' EI GHTH Flee t c:,pproveci t he r e com::11endc:,tions for use of the 

blimp on t h e mi ss ion c.nc1 d i r ectec1 th2t c ir tr c::.nsp o1·t E- tion f or the 

ma s t b et\.- e en Rome c n:1 Bizerte be furnisheci . This 2pprov2. l v.-E-s 

co nt cineo vdth Com8th Fleet 's confi( e ntie l c-: i spEtch 020135 March 19/4-5. 

In a nticip&tion of the Epproval of' t he use o f the blimp for the 

ma neuver , the site for t he erect ion of the mast in Rome had been 

s e:lect eC: en 28 Febr uE r y by Comdr. E . J. SULLIVAN, .A ir Group Com­

m&nder (LTJ,) on the stE:ff of Commander Fleet .A ir V'd ng 15, 2 nd Lt. 

M. R. NORTON, Of:ficer-in-Ch&rge of Cagl i u ·i blim~) de t achment. 

Littorio Airfiac., & Mediterrr:.nec.n .Air Tra nsport Serv ice field, 

contra l J ed by t he Uni t ea. St.:ites Ji_rmy 1 ir Force, wc-s chosen &.nd 

prelimiw.ry E,rrE.ngement s for s e ttine; up the r.1c'; st t here were m.::de . 

So whe n t be finBl e. pprov&l for t he maneuver v,.-r s r e ceivec1 , Ell hc nds 
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a t tbe Bli rnp Detc:1 c t r.tent were ree.c y to move svdftly. 

A Medi terrc--.ne2n Ai1· Tr '" ns:)ort Service C-/4 7 &r r i ved 2 t C2.g2.ic.ri 

i n t h e e 2rly 2ft e:i.-noon of l Mc.rch , a nc: t v; o officers c:'. nd t ;1e men 

of o ne il i g;ht ere \. v.er e fl c 1:·.n sout h to Bizerte v,here t he:• cl i smc~ntled 

the stick ma st on 8 i d i .Ahmed Fi e l c', ano. loe.d e( it o n the pl 2 ne before 

This pl c-n~ took off from Bi zerte at 0530 t he fol l ov, ing 

morning ct nf. a rrived Et Rome at 0815.?. . Bec&us e of the o s s i s t c;;.nc e 

given by Lt. Col. Douglrts KEENEY , Comma nding Officer of t he a ir ba ·se, 

t he most V'iF, s rec1dy for oper c1 ticn by 1330. The problem of d e &dmen 

for a nchor·ing t he □ast W ci.S solved quickly by using po1· tions of 

pillr,.rs fro m bomb ed-o ut It .s. lieon hariePr s. 

Meanv:hile, 2t Ca s:liE.r i , on both t h e f i rst &nc'. s e conft of March , 

the K- 101 o·,er r:,t ed as usua l .,1th Ta sk Group 81 .12 c> nc:. on t h ose t wo 

days pla.y ed E0 n extremely vita l rolE, in t he conrr l e t e clea r fance of E: 

co nt E·.ct mi ne fi e ld of 97 ri ines. This 0 ~1eration would not have been 

e,t tempt ed without the a ss i st2.nce of the blimp. At 0320 on the third 

of March, th e blimp took off from Cagl i ar i fo r t h e Rome mission. 

The blimp We s on st2tion in the e re& of t he wr e ck a t 0815 and i m­

medirtely be e;c:: n mine s pottine v. ork r ft er plotting t he -position of the 

s u riken mine sweep by use of MAD gefir . Mines in t he vicini ty of t h e 

v;r e ck were plot t ed duri ng thi s fi1·s t mission. V, hen the fir s t d&y 's 

fli ght " &s completed, the K-101 proceeded to Littorio Field where it 

n e.s lanclecl a t 1 600. The l &ndi ri .... ~ party a.t Littorio Field we= s made u p 

of Ji_merican soldiers b e. s ed t here e n{ of t v'\ O blimp cre-r;s v:h ich ha d 

been flown inf rom Cagli ari by pl 2.ne. 

The next day--/4- Ma rch--Comdr . B. W. I'OHD , As s ist c:-. n t .A ir 
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OpE':r c1 tion Cfficer for United Stc,; tes EI GHT ii Fleet, flev; as &.n 

observer E .. bot.ra the airship • . On this fli ght, the bl i mp f lev.­

c: he&d of the rr.inesweeps as they sought cJ c} e c=.,r chc:nnel i nto the 

nositicn o f t he su nken ship . The blimp spotted mocred cont&ct 

m.ines and dir ected the sv:e •::·ps s &.fely [ .. ro u nd them b y v o ic e c:,n cl r e c5io. 

On 5 March , Comdr. E. A. RUTH, Jr., Commt nder T£. sk Group 81.15, 

the g roup which WES c har ged vdth cc:,rrying out the mission o f s2l­

V1:.'.ging gec:r frc 111 t h e sunken sv:eep, flev, ab0c:trd t b e a irship . Spec­

ific mission of this fli ght v-., 2 s to Ille"crk a ccurately ond. permc. nently 

t h e posi tj_on of t he wreck. TuU,D 8 €Fr on the blimp v;c. s Ege. in used 

to locate t he wreck, a rrl smoke f l& r e s were dropried on the spot. By 

us e of t he s moke flc:.res, the J.M261 ·wo s g uic ec. to t h e s pot and tha t 

vessel laid a. marker buoy. Upon com>letio n of t h e day's fli ght, 

Cornm&noer RUTH \', [C, S dropr.,ed at .Anzio so it wo uld be unnecess r,ry for 

him to drive t he /40 mile s frc n Rome c:;fter- t he &irsh ip l 2nc~ed t here. 

This wa s [.c compli s hed by ma.king a Viheel l E- nc ing on a fi ghter strip 

nec;r Anzio, 2nd Comrnanc.e r RUTH ste:1r1ed out of the airship cc:,. r & fter 

it vva s sl91:ved to about fiv e knots. No l a.nc.ing pa rty v,r.s used. 

On t he fi ru:.l d a:; o f the oper c,tic n, Ca pt. J. L . Ct.LLJ•.N 2,rrl 

Capt. BUT1ER , both on t h e stc,ff of Conm10d ore H. W. ZIP.CLI, S enior 

United St a tes Nave.l Officer- &t Rome, fle w a bo r,r d the e irship. A 

fimd che ck of t he a r ef) of t he oper o:: ticn \iii r.s ma de d.Jring this short 

flieht. Lt. Col. Douglc, s KEENEY , Comm:. nding Officer cf Li ttorio 

Fiel c , ,- 2.s c..lso & p2.ssenger on this flight . 

On 7 M2rch, the K-101 retur rn:id to Cagli!:,ri. After t h e D.ir ship 

h od t Etk en off fro m Littorio, the t 'vl·o crm.s rema ining ther e disma ntled 
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t he mas t o nd lo c: .. d ecl it abor.rc: & truck for storing on Cic:_mpino fiE- l d-­

c:. no t her D.S. J.,rmy controlled fiElo nec:r Rome . The m2c st ·v; 2.s not 

stored a t Littori o bec ru se it ~a s ex~ected t hat Lit t orio field was 

to b e r et ur ned to t he It c: lia n gover·nment within a f e-,-. de,ys. 

Imrnec.i rs tel)' E·fter the mci st had b e e n loac.eo on the truck, the 

t vio ere-. s bm:rded a v,;cdting C-47, a nd t :le se t v. o were be ck E. t 

Cc:.gJ i cri e t 1700--u fe'>, minutes after t he K-181 h,cc lc.nded t here-­

thus completi ns one of t he s v!ift es t movements of ,,ny B1impRon 14 

me nevver. 

Corm,ie.nder Bth Fle et sent t his conunendB tory mes s2 ge £.fter 

completion of this ma neuver : 

"I HJ VZ NOT LD Ti3.E CDTSTi:JJDING DEGREE OF COOPERATION BETLEEN 

THE L TP. GFCUP, ThE 11I NESV.E:EF' ING GROUP AND f:LL GHGUP PUR8 Ul'. NT TO 

THE TP.SK I NVOLVING THE EX SVERVE X THE JCINT EJJDEP.VCB (LOCI;TIO N 

OF THE STRIC~(EN EHIP X PREP/l.R/.TC:F.Y 13'.EEPING X SLLV.tGE TASK) I S AN 

EY__Al'fIDLF; OF C 1:)EFLTIO NS .AGGRES/':;I VELY A ND EFFICIENTLY PERFCF'. ?-.rnD." 

Aft er Cori1mE nf e r- Morocc &. n Sea Frontier r eca l l. ed the &irsh i r s 

from Cuer·s c:..nd Ca.gl~e ri in McTch, t he advca:ce b &se in Cagli 2,ri wa s 

clos ed si nee the minesweepint: operE. tion t h er e v1a s com:i::•leted. The 

m&s t a nc a i rship mat :::r i a l were ship-reel by surf c-:.ce cra ft to Bi z.erte, 

t l:en b y. r &.i 1 to Port Lyautey. The mess e quipment co: no provisions, 

r s well a s tn.nsportction, ·were t ur ned over to en Army .b ir Force 

Communic a tions service detf.il a t Elmc: s Field. . Al l personnel f ram 

Sar c1 ini& hod r etur ned to Port Lyau t ey by 3 April. 

Comphi b s 2th Flee t sent t hi s message u pon coDpletion of SardiniE. 

sv,·e ep in[. operr.tion: 
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WvH TH THE CCM?LE'TI ON CF THE CLELFJU!CE CF ~EE GULf OF' CLGLI J RI 

I V; I f H TC CCNGP~~TULJ_Tf YOU J.ND .kLL THF VP.FICUS FOECES WHI CH HJ..VE 

P.AP.TI CIPI< TF.D I N THI S ASS I GN11IENT X ViHEN TLKEN IN LI GHT OF THE 

Nm.rnER Ji_ND CHARACTERIS TI CS OF THF tEINES S ,;,~PT AS VIELL .fa_S THE 

EYDROGP.APHI C CHt.RJi.C'11ER CF ThE P.REi I CONSI DER THI S JIN OUTS'I'ANDI NG 

ACCm-Ii:::LI E;HMENT PARTICDLAHLY E.I NC~ THE~'E tAS NEITHER LOSS NOR 

I NJ llRY TC EITHER LIFE OR SHIP X WELL DC NE X RADIO LY.P DTEY PASS TO 

CCLIBLI MPRO N 14." 

Duri ng t he l a st v,e ek in ¥ c: y 194 5, Corrtmc· no.er Blimp Squ&d ron 

FOURTEEN held a s eries of t c1 l ks in Ne.pl es, Italy with r e t1rese nt­

a t i ves of Co miand.er U. S . Na v B. l Forc es , Northwest African Wa ter s 

and t he British Medi t er-rf nean !tinesv1 eeping Comli1a. nd to d iscuss 

este.b l ishment of a n ad.v c: nce ba s e at Venice, Itc.ly. Af t e r c. 

prelimina.r)' inspection of Lido Ee&.ch a irfield, t hc'.t s ite V;o S 

sel ected. a s the b c,se f rom which t he c:. ir s h i p would oper c:.. te. On 

30 May, a stick m&.st WES loaded a b oF.. r d a C-4 7 a t Port Lyautey 

and flovin to Li do, a rr i vi ng t here 31 May. The m&st w2.s r e e d:,, 

for oper r.: ticns on 2 June E: nd t he oper Eting personnel ( t hr ee 

f l i gh t cre1-. s) arrived o n 4 June. These officers a nd men had 

pick ed up trs nsport&tio n at Nap les c,nd drive n it over l &ncl to t he 

Lido f ield . The a ir ship for t he det£ chment--th e K-13/4 -~ rrived on 

10 June, clfter b einc f erried fro m Cuers via t h e Savo nB. Pa ss in 

t h e mo untE.i ns j u s t vvest of GenoB . 

Primar y j ob of Adv t-- n ce Bc1. se #i+ (Lido) vms to 2-s sist in the 

c l ec.r c1 nce of a cha nnel from Venice to 'JRieste . 

On 12 June , t he K-131} vv::0.s flo v.n o n t b e fir s t n:ine s potting 

-52-



\ ) 

. DEf" 11 -"utSS!F/ED 
Elission in t he .Ad r i ,, tic. A stri!lg of 15J Ge rr:1.::. 11 ' 'Kf.ty'' mines 

·,,B.s plotted. on th e fli ,::ht l00- :~1 00 y a r ds off Lido Islco.. nf.. First 

~ oint o:1er a tions with British mineswe '3DS in the Med i t e:i::-r&.ne2 n took 

r):.Lce on 15 June i n E~n a rea 5 miles west of Port c:ui e to, I strie . 

The a ir ship found a nc plot t~d four lines tot cJ ling 3 8 mines Gnd 

eight obstructors. 

During Ju~y 19L,.5, t he 2.irshi r- bas ed r.t Lie.a v,2. s f lown on 20 

f lights tot::.:. ling 22 5 hour s . J.n officer of the RoyEil Na vy flew 

ab oa r d t he 2. irship on most mine spotting fli 0hts a s li8. ison offic e r. 

On 30 July , the K-134 vr.-c: s flov:n over Baker Bay in YugoslBvi cS . The 

KE.raljevicki c hannel wa s checked but no mines Vie re found. Known 

mine fields in the Gulf of Fiume and the CanE..le Della Panes ina a lso 

were insp ect ed fro .r.1 t he a irship . 

In Au gust, t he r ec ently erec t ed K-1?3 replaced the K-13 ~ 

e.t Lido. The K-l.34 w:· s r •:· turned to Cuers for "Urge . Fl i i:; h t f ro m 

Cuer s to Lido re . uir s d Ebout eight hours e nd Wc. S m2.de whenever a 

ship ne ed ed c heck or rep2ir work done. 

The l a st opera tionc,l mission v as flown at Lido by Deta chment 

FOUR on l L, September. On 5 Sept eraber , the K-123 h ad been re .~uested 

to locs te a. v-1r -::-:- ck a nd in a o-:. ng so , f 01Jnc :::...n unchE.rt 2d minefield 

aro und the v.r eck ; bet·\·;-ee n 50 Eind 60 mines we r e pl otted. 

Aft er 7 opera tionc.l fli _:_rhts hc=;..d been flov.-n during the first 

t wo weeks in Septemb er t he Lido d 8t E-..d 1ment w,~.s officially closed 

on 19 Sep t f.~:nb e:~ &.nd t h e a irship wc:. s r e turned to Cuers on 15 

September. Mo s t of t he &ir ship ge c.r vv&s flm:;n back by C47. 

Some of the gea r wa s s ent to t he islc•. nd of Ma l t a for the 
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establ ishment of Detc::.c hn1ent i 5. Perscnnel ~v,ere returned to 

Port Lyautey to re~•lace cre1Fs fro :m there -v;ho viere ci. Ss i gned to the 

P..pproxime tely one month c".fter .Advt nee Base II in Cag1 i ETi, 

Se.r dini.s., hc,d been closed , Adv::. nce Base III Wb S estEb :.:. ished e.t 

Pisa , ItEly. On 26 April 1945, a dispc?.:. tch wa s originr.t ed by the 

Britlsh Flc.g Officer, NorthE:irn Jir ea. i11:editerrE-.ne2 n a t Leghorn, 
which 

Itc:Lly..J/r ec.:.ues ted thE .. t t he a irship opere.ting from AdvE;_nce Base I 

in Cuers, France, be tr&nsferred to the Genoa area for sweeping 

operc, ticns . This request v.a s c:-: cdressed to Commc=mc.er-in-Chief 

Medi terrE,nean (a British Commancn who e.pproved it a nd forv:.ar dec. it 

to the Comn:ander Uni ted Sta.tes Naval Forces, Northwest Afri can 

1Faters further rec~vesting that a second E-.irship be Ess i gned to 

Adva nce Ba se I for continm~tion of minesweeping a.long th e so uth 

coc:,st of France. On 28 April 194 5, Commander U.S. Nc.vr l Forces 

Northwest Afric an V{ater~ further rec:uested the_t a seccnd a ir· ship 

be assi gned to Advance Base I for continuLti on of minesweep ing 

2 long t he south coas t of FrE.nce. On 2 8 ; ... pril 194 5, Commander 

D.S. Naval Forces Northv;est Afric 2.n v/aters directed that this 

tra nsfer be effected et the e ccrliest prE~cticab l e d e te. 

J~ stick ma st from Port Lyautey wa s flovm to Northern ItE.;.ly 

c:.nd t he mci st set up on the Uni t '.::d Sta tes Army fi ghter field a t 

Pisc:.. On 4 May 1945, the K-101 '"vYc: s flov:n from Cuers, Fr&nce, 

to Pisa in approxima tely /4- h -urs. First mines in the Geonoa 

area were plotted the nex t morning whe n 18 were s potted from 

the 2.irship in La Sp t':' Zia herb or. 
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The Pis 2. detc.c rnnent operE1. t cc v.c i th British TY, e J.fth Mine­

s,·;2eping Flotillc, v:hich V, caS uri .. der corrm;a nc of Cc:.ptain G. N. 

R.A 1,.LI NGS . The Brit ish use of the c::.ir shj_p v.e.s s li:::htly c.::.ff ere:nt 

from t ha t em,loy ed by America n sweeps . The British used the a ir­

s h ip to make prel imirery plots of fieJ.c:s 2.nd then to guid e in ,the 

s,, eep s a s t hey la.y dc:,n bucy s 2. nc'i. mao. e t heir ini tic.l cuts in the 

fi eld . Af ter the completion of thi s ini t 2l H cvt T! the British 

sweeps did not des ire to hc:,ve t he blimp over t h em during t he 

completion of the s v:eep ing process since the dE.n bu ::ys accurc:,tely 

· ) ma r l:ed the mines rema i ning to be cut. Ee.ch 2rea v-:2..s s,·rept 15 

) 

time s . While t he sweep s com}1letec' a sweeping opert .tion in this 

ma nner, the a irship was ass i gned other arN\ S to plot thus expediting 

the overE..11. ,j ob . The .P-mer icc:n s,.:·ee ps in t he S2.rdinia n o:per c.tion 

employed t he blimps e. s En ob server t hrou t hout the S\',eeping 

operc. ticn---not oni.y during t he ini ti&l cut. 

Aft er t he surrenc.er of the Germ !'.) ns in norther n It2-.ly, c harts 

of mines in the Geno c.• a r ec:: v. ere r e ceived fro r.t t hem . The blimp 

b E,s ec. a t Pisa plottecl much of the Genoa a rea before these c harts 

had b een obtE.ined . :nuch to t he satisfr ction of t h e det e- chment 

c::.nc_ the British s;eeps, the plots which the a irship rn2.de corresponded 

2.l r!lost identical l y with the Germc: n r,lots . 

This ooer r,tion W[ s the first t b.E.t Capt E.i n RAV.I 1I NGS had with 

Lrnerictn 1:dr ships . On 6 June 194- 5, in ::i. let ter to the Off icer-in­

Char ge of the Detc'. chment, he 1\ r ote: '' The cE pc biliti e s of your 

ship a r e f c: r superior to c::ny thing I h a ve k nown b efcre" . 

J..dvc.nce Base III (Pisa) mineswee :riine ro1.1tine vm s broken by 
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t ,. o lcir-s e::: resc 1Je ns~dg nmcnts in July. On 2 Ju::.y , t lle K-130 \,& s 

directed to s ec=.r ch for t -,io J) ilots lost off t he northern tip cf 

Corsic::.. The 2. ir~hi -:: ' bec2:me a pl~rt of an a ir-sec:. rescue te&. m 

~hi"ch ~a s mrde ft f ft th 1 "t' .c up o ·.-:o sur_ r.ce er e:. , , r e-,(! 9 f . nes, cm ne 

c.ir .c: hip . J,fte1· a six- hour sec.rch in v:inds which &t tirnes re: .c :·1ed 

:-.. v >:: l.ocj_ t:; o.f 55 knots , t he K-130 returned to t he 'rn·.S •:! , whe re it 

w::-s leE:rned t he1t the pilo t s had. b een pic \:ed up ·9reviously . 

v erbal expression of apnrecia tio n Wc, s received. from t he J:,.. rmy cdr­

sec re ~cUf! Group oper r.. ting in nortl:i. ~"' l' :.1 It.:lly, t c1: nki .1g tni s unit 

for n splendid coo per . .- tion 2 nc1 effort , especi ally in vie ,,- of the 

On 17 July , at ?323B , t he Libert-y shL) JCHN £-I . Hl'•l!I~OND strucl:: 

-=-~ :;ir:.e : .1. mile ~~ nort:1 of Elb e. Is land . Lt 0438B on 18 July (five 

hours l2 ter), the K- 89 w& s directed to ~ake a sea rch of t he ~re~ for 

possible survivor s , report e ~-~tent of t he d [::.!!!E.g e to the ves s el, 2.nd 

direct surf.::0 ce cr .:=.ft to t he scene . At 0526B , t he K-89 to0k off 2. nd 

over t r1e d o. 'neo.eed v essel a t 06lOB . 

Vvhen the a irshi p hr~d b een ordered ou t on the sec,rch, it Wc. s 

fe r;red t hc. t t he HA12.1CND he el sunk afte r strikin,:: t he n i ne . However , 

"!hen f ounc_ hy the c .. irship ere , it Vic.s stil :::. c,f loE1 t G 1/2 miles 

nort~1 of Elbe:. I sJ..::'.. rx:i and criftine in c:. cour se of OlOT . The a irshi.p 

reporte:l to the stricl.{ en vessel, plo tted her position for her, and 

rdvised t he skipper of t h e vessel t ha t t he a irshi "J would ste.nd b y 

to direct s urf::tce cr&ft to the sce i:1e . v:hile sta nd. ine by , the 

e ir shi -::, '. tiade a t horou ~~1 seE..rch of the !.-' rea s ur ro-undin:.; t he ship 
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fe r ~-1..1 rvivors . Thre8 en:,pt:y lif' eb c::.. ts \\ ere Ell t hct \ic.s fcund. . 

Lt J. JJ 6I., t ~ie K- 89 \;b.s r ec .::.,ll e6 to be. se for refue2.in[ . \'.'i th 

tl:.o s .:.-=. :-1P. ere· , L w c:.ir ship tcd: off E. g :" in E fter a short briefing . 

The a irship \Ve: s 2ssigned. t he t o sl<: o f s c=;.fel;r cui d ing a Bri tish 

mi nesv. eep ,. i th s s.l Ve ge crer: s.bo c:.rcl t hrou ~·h rri.ines to t he •.r essel 

to prevent furtbe1· orlfti ng , 2nc. operE.tions v ere s e c Lred until t he 

f olJ ovd ng dc,y . 

On 19 Jul y , the K- 89 returned. t o the sce ne to assist in 

sal.v &.g e operc ti e ns . The blL:p s e1:r ched t r:e i mmedi£•t e a r e ..., E.nd 

reported the po s itions of 82 mines . The r ir shi ~ t hen dir ected a 

flotil ls , co nsistil'l[.; of 5 r:d.nesvrn eps c nd t '.', O tu gs , to s weep e, 

chc n nel to the P.J.L::IOND . The entire gro vp , 1-:i t h t ne iiAi:I'OND in tor,· , 

· .. 2. s then led by the E,irihip to Port Pionbino . Du::::' ir.,6 thi s tr i r , 

the Eirshir d. ivert-:d t c1e leu~.ing mineswee p frora , flo ;::. tinc mine . 

J', t 1 515B , the K- 89 y,;E. s s ec11red c:,ncl rec eived t he f olloY, ing 

e~rli~r r lot , 46 ~i~e s h ~d b ee n r e~orted in this ~re, . (The plot 

hs d 7o t be0n ~cde from ~n ~i r 5h i p). The r e - plot by t he &i r ship 

rev e c:. lec~. 102 r,1i ne s . Decoy 1:1.im-, s E~nd , .in2 obstruc t ors a lso were 
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duri n : t his plot. An item of consider~ble interest lc cs t et on 

c. ctuc.l :·1in2s usecl in the ureE~. 

r nd.- r,--.;r t D - .... c~ e .J / r't ,.,,... l• 7 8 c ,.:;;_ r_:_,.._ , , J.,._ ,c I.. , "t•V .'.!.l ..L ...> seaward 

EE.c c1 d 2.y t h e r.irshi:, coverec~ c-.s n1c .ny of 

o r i J_ :j_ rn:l Ger:i:::;u1 plot ~; o f t he c.:: .. rer.s \Vere c c:- rrtec. on the r.:... ir sh i p , 

".. .' £~ t2r s. Some ne-;.- f i 0.lds v.rer e fo und d uri:13: t he re- pl otting check. 

On 27 July, 86 mine s were plotted in a field--39 more thEn had 

b ,:? en foun: . on the :pr evious plot . 

:·t re 2.. ) mi:!.. e s v. e st of Gorgons I sL ... n:. . Fif t e en (15) JD.ine s i.-J ere cut 

on this oper :~ tion. 

Dur i n f; t i1ese 1:-,,. st t ·f·o r.' eeL:s in July, th e z.. irsm.p plott eC:. ir30 

Pis .:=. d et f~ chment. The ~3rit i sh swe r:)S d i d not s1Feep . 
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over rc c.c t he sti ck :::r s t du r i n? rlc: :: ti n:::· o"'.' er Eti o ·:Js . The ca r V.' [ S 

Leghorn . 

J us t befor e t ~1e c l osi nr o f' t h e Pis c:. de t c. c.: h me~'.t e n 15 0 12 p t e 1;;b e r , 

t v.o o ner E.t i onal fl i "" h t~ \'\ Gr e f lo1,c; n b y t he K- 134 v:l"d c h v.c: s f errie d 

fr om Cuer s to r ep lc ce t he K- 89 . Mi nes ~er e ~lo t t ed End 6 check 

sv;c eD rrwd e of c:. n .s. r e :. north o f t h e i s l & nd of Cor s icr, . Lft er 

com·Dle t i on of t h i s t ; o d ~-y ' s o ner 1-: t io n , t h e s enior c f f i ce r C:°lb o i- re 

f o r your exc el l ent coo~e r a tion .n 

On 1 0 Se-., t ent e r- , t h e t .-1 .3 !1 w:, s re tur nee~ t o Cuer s , me: r k i ng 

no ti f i ec t '!J. c t t Le ;:, ir s h i !") h:=( l c.:-io ed s c f ely a t Cuer s , t he ,n2.s t 

w, s t ~k en c.orm · nd c l '. ; e -· :::' -c r e:-::i Er ed f or .sh i cment . On 15 0ept 0=, .'.Lb e r , 

) C- /,.7 Dick ec'; u n t h e ge .::r ,; nc1 T)ET so n ne l . The ? e a r v,c, .':~ t c: l: E':n tc t he 

i sl2 nd of Ea.lt& v. h e r e i'.dvc ne e Ba s e V v,;:, f: e s t &b l i s hed , i'.c nc t be 

nerso nn el v. e r e r e t ur nw~ t o Port Lyc:.uteJ' . 

J, f e'.J: d c:y s be f or e ths enc of ho s t iliti e s in E1;ro pe , Commc ncE:r ­

i n- Ch i e f , ilec' i t crTc.. nee: n , E. f.r i t i sh co :11r:1 c:.no , re :-, uestEd on '5 l.lay 

t ~:b.t Dl i :1,p[ o n l l be r e t 2. i ne c. in t h e .:'t ee i t ern: n.e .::. n i. r e cc f or Et 

~Lter s for~[ r e ef thi s ~e ( u e st t o t t e Chief o f N~v ~l Ouer ~t ions ~ho 

re~l i ed on t ~e 1 3 t h of t he ffionth t hE t t he co nt i nued us s of t t e 

S : m: d r ·oD \. c: s :: 'J r,r ov ed . T"ti e Chi ef o f' i~E.v 1:. l Operc t i.:··ns we nt on , 
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hC\ffver , to s :.:.y t ht t shoulc. :2,l i rnnf..on 1 /4 c r:ie r c tion::; not be 

c c r:1plete<.~. 'r . i t hin f cur months , 26-d i tic nr 1 r ecom:r-:. enci r t ions should 

be mc ci 8 . 

-,,Te d i t Eir-r;; ._ n ec.r,, sent '-· dis p~ tch to Co:r:rr.c nder Ne v e: 1 Fo!' c es in 

Euro ·,e on 26 J.uc- ust 1 91,. 5 s tr :-nf· ly rEcom:·.enc:i. in,a· U :., t Bl i nrn ti c m:: drcn 

·.-.~. s in turn forv.:-r ce c; to t :ie Cbi e f of No vel Cn erc ti ,-; ns on J O 1-:ucvst 

by Co ;-!1.n-:E.nder Nev e l Forces i n Euro 1) e 11,ho reco r@,end ed t he t it be 

the rorti nued us e of Blimp S~1 m'. '-~ ro n FC OLT Ki.1I unt j_l 1 J ~ ntr r;.- 1946 

3 ,- u adioo i1 ;:, bout t"°E t da te . 




