2 June 1942

9 June 1947

Juneil942

[
\id

29 June 1942

6 July 1942

10 July 1942
. 20 Auglist 1942

| A Séptember 1942

- CNO commissioning orders. Lieutenant Commander

'The cirsihip then preceeded to the scene,
directed the crew to rebosrd the salvegeable
freibnbel, and summoned surface.support. K-3
stood by KRONPRINSEN until vessel wes teken in
towW. /

K-6 dronned two Gepth bombs on oil slicks and
MiD contacts over Cashe's Ledge with no
visible results

K-8 gighted suspicious V- shaped ripple,

BLINP SCUADECN FLEVEN

CARGHNCLOGY

Lirship Scuadron ELEVERN wasg placed in com-
missicn &t the U.S5. Neval Air Station, South
We*nouth, Massachusetts in accordance with

Samuel M. BAILEY, USN, assumed command

S¢uadron ELEVER!'s first \1roh1p, the ¥-3, ,
ferried to HAS South Veymouth from. NAS Lake-
hurst on tewmporary losn from Lirs ’%p Suusdron
TVELVE. i

¥X-3 enrcute to pick up convoy oago*ved froma

distance the torpedoing of S5 KRCHPDINSTH,
pr
L

50 vards ahesd of wske. There were no apparent
reSulto from the bombing. Airship requested
end received surface end air suppert. K-8
marked and buoyed the spot but obtzined no
further MAD contacts.

racelved sLarD WAD. contact, and ﬂropvea one bomb
Y

K-6 was ripped from its mooring ma st and
deflsted when a tornzdo struck NAS South Veymouﬂn

A convoy wss provided with sll night air covérage
for the first time by an airship (€~4) of Sgusdrm
ELEVEN.

K-5 dropped four bombs on strong msgnetic con-
tact without apparent results. Began development
of new contact but MAD failed. :

After MAD contact, X =4 sighted a periscope
which immediately submerged. Airship marked
spot with a slick, began intensive search of
area, and twice 510hted unidentified object

in the water. K-4 received another MAD.contact
and supporting DD had repeated amar contacts ,
which it depth charged without visible results.

~~




17 Sentenber

. 30 Sevtember
to

1942

1842

1942

2 QOctober 1942

2 November 1942

3 November 1942

AR

1 December 1942

8 December 1942

14 Mey. 1943
29 June 1943
15 July 1943

29 July 1943

.xl’]_r-r‘

severe thuncerstern with high winds and hail
damaged nose assemblies of thres meoored out

zirships of which two-had to be flown to N&S
La

b
akehurst for repairs.

K-3 landed at Sc¢uadron ex 'iti‘ncr3 base
T Harbor, Maine to insugurete use of that

clr covmra ge to Upo vafTFImLD De S
Boston Naval Yerd for repalirs.

K=11, located disebled trawler INCA adrift
and directed enother trawler, AL SMITH,to the
scene. The AL SMITH took tne INCA in tow.

K-11, K-12, K- 1? were docked 'n H:ngar #1 at
NAS South heymouth this marked the first time
that the hangsr had ncusad an airship.

T ad

K-14 led SC 747 to oil slicks and stoocd by
winile veszel dropped three charges. Later a
minesweeper dropped five charges at site of
K-14 HMAD contact. No epperent results from
the two attacks.

K-11 searched for and found disabled CGR 3032;
airship drepned raticns and stocd by until
errival of surface craft.

-14 drifted without rudder control for 30
minutes due to locking key failure.

Spuadron expediticnary base at Bar Harbor
begen initial operations for 1943.

one bomb on MAD contact later
a

X-38 dropned
a wreck.

d
evaluated as
Adrship Sguedron ELEVEN!s Enliste
than-4Air school graduated its firs

irship ocunaron_ELE. ‘N wes recdesignated
Bllwp bcu“qron.ELEV T,

Rear hum1¢hl Charles ¥. USN bﬂ ef
of N% A irship Training ] zticn
visited Blinp Scuadron QLLVLr

-
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17-24 September 1944

30 September 1944

23 Getober

O
e
o

-t

N

.

=75 ing ves: 1o a3
messe its crew t1ing then ip @
on ti wy, end begen homing & Coszst Guerd
vess ¢ the sceng. X-2Z5 was recsiled 1o
hase n the Coist Guerd vessel broke down.
Surf: craft relocated the fizhin ot the
foll g J&yv.

"es 4

hich

on

4

k¥ within cne half hour of when

K-69, Task Unit Z2.3.2 wes
to assist in anti-svbnsirin
of its MAD gesr.

at Argentia
operations by use

o o
w
(4]
O
(@]

£ o

2

During landing of K-9 zt Yarmouth, member of
angled in handling line.

ground crew became ent
Desnite drift of airship, pilot decided to
remain on ground to try to save man entangled
in line. K-9 drifted into a mest and
deflzted. Man atop mast wss overcome by
helium and sericusly injured when he fell to
the concrete taxi strip; sscond men ztop
mast fell into deflating envelope and had to
o

be cut cut. One member ol th
superficially injured.

K-9ts crew

K-25 wes diverted from patrol to search for
plane crzsh survivors. Adrship sighted two
survivors on & raft beinz circled by wlanes.
K-25 dropped life raft znd leqg fishing vessel
to the rescue.

Lieutenant Commander John F, PezK, USHNR, assumed

command of Blimp Scusdron ELEVEN., Lieutenant
Commander PEAR relieved Liesutenant Commender
Cecidt A. BCLAM, USN,




24 Januéry 1945

11 February 1945

23 February 1945

29 March 1945

30 ¥March 1945

30 Avpril 1945

P

7 May 1945

1/ May 1945

LN

K-19 made annual bird ccunt flight
for Fish snd Wildlife Service.

Commander Fleet Airships, Atlantic
ordered the temporary assigmnment to
Fleet Airship ¥ing CNE of six addi-
tional airships cfwhich two were
destined for Blimp Squadron ELEVEN
thus reising the squadron's strength
from six tc eight ships. .

K-50 searched for fishing vessel re-
ported in distress, located it, and
homed surface craft to it. ’

K-100 esteblished wesk MAD contsact
which coincided with sound contacts
of supporting SCs. Depth charge
patterns were dropped by the surface
craft without visible results.

K-50 sighted what appeared to be &
submerging periscope ané laid down a
sonebuoy pattern which picked up pos--
itive propeller beats. Intensity of
sonobuoy recepticn diminished until
contact was lost. MAD runs producdd
no contacts.

K-69, while supporting the DD GLEAVES,
laid & sonobuoy patten and received
possible propeller roises. The air-
ship made an attack but no results
were observed.

Blimp Sguadron ELEVEN conducted its
last patrol flights; orders were re-
ceived to fly only escort, single
ship, or special missions.

K-125 received many strong MAD sigrels
in oil bubbles and dropped one bomb ’
which did not detonate due to armXing
wire failure. Contact was later de-
termined to be sunk Eagle Boat.

Last day of which Squadron ELEVEN pro-
vided air .coverage .to conveys or single

_5_
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ship movements.

BT : CominCh and CHNO conficential dis-
i pateh 141956 directed the decom-
missioning of Blimp Squadron ELEVEN,

16 May 1945 Blimp Sguadron ELEVEN reported to
Commander Air Force, Atlantic Fleet
for operational control.

(See Appendix A), '

Commander Air Force, Atlantic Fleet
directed Commander Fleet Airships,
Atlantic to assume operational con-
trol of Blimp Sguadron ELEVEN and mro-
ceed with its decommissioning.

17 May 1945 Blimp Squadron ELEVEN assumed those
s utility commitments of Airship Utility
R i Sguadron ONE recuiring the services
of K-type airships. This was in
accordance with orders from Commander
Fleet Airships, Atlantic, and was
first carried out four days later,

2 May 1945 - Blimp Squadron TWELVE was directed by
Commander Fleet Airships, Atlantic
to establish a detachment at NAS Scuth
Weymouth and upon the establishment
thereof to assume the utility com-
mitments of Blimp Scuadron ELEVEN,
(see Appendix B).

25 May 1945 K~-92 photographsd the USS WAKEFIELD
as she brought the first large group
of returning ET0C veterans into
Boston Harbor. : ‘

28 May 1945 Transfer of all Blimp Scuadron ELEVEN
airships to other commands was com—
pleted with the ferrying of the K-
to NAS Lakehurst.

8 June 1945 ' Blimp-  Squadron FLEVEN was decommis-—
sioned in accordance with CominCh and
CNO confidential dispatch 141956
May 1945. (See Appendix C).

—6—
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Operatione were roohine and uneventful for Airship Sor on
ELEVEN during the first six days 5f operation. On the sevemn
- day, 9 Juhe 1942 at 0650, the K-3 while proceeding from NAS
South Weymouth for a reguler anti-submarine mission, sighted a
large eastbound convoyl With his binoculars on the distaht‘con—
voy as it came over the horizon, the K-3's pilot, Lieut. W. R.

PEELER, USX, saw a large column of water rise from the bow of th

Ship,ﬁhﬁt‘ﬁaswlaﬁt in formation. Juoglng it .to be a torpedo eX—
plos;on, he headed for the scene at full speed and sent a plaln
'1éhgﬁgéé“fé§8£tlto the base requestlng support. Almost 1mmed1at(
& second explosion on the same ship was obser?ed by Lleut. PEELEI
through his blnoculars. N | -
| At 64 knots, the K-3 proceedeo to the damaged shlp whlc“ o
lbfprovedrtoibe the Norweglan SS»KRONPRINSEN out..of Oslo, a. 1a1

freighter loaded w1th Army motor ‘gars and trucks,'and one of a

B

When the K~3 arrived at the scene, f;

convoy'of thirteenvships.

crew Was”abandonlng.sh P,f&

*bmar1ne se r<

- was- begun,immedlately by the k-3 before-the SUT Asupportg~the%

Vettes 140 and 141, ar: and began
thelr search for the suspected G- boat

The‘KBONPBINSEN had stopoed settllng, was slightly down by
the bow, and her stern‘elmost blownooff» After surveying the

'**L‘eut PEELER d601déd thdt salvage of :the .

: “POEEivles Adv151ng interestea partles accordlngly, f;
fhé”K—a By radio requested that tugs be sent out. The airship
was then instructed by the surfece support commander to dire

-2



fhe crew to returnito thelr ship. This was done by roundi
up ell those lifeboets still in the viciiify. Upon boardi_ng |

'~the:KRONPRINSEN, the crew soon got up steam and set up communi-
cations with the airship by §isual~signals; The requestéd'

' surface support arrived, took the vessel in;tow,_and headed -
for Nova SCOtla port. The K-3 then returned to South Wéymoutt
»mhere 1t landed Wlth only 26 gdllons of fuel remﬁlnlng after ove
‘26 hours 1n the air. |

On ll June 1942 the K-6 replaced the K-3 which had been
’fefrléd“té thé'Néval Lir Station, Lakehurst, NeW'Jersey on the,
preceding day. The»K—B had been operating for Squadron ELEVEN
on a temporary loan frem Airship Squadron,TWELVE at~Lakéﬁﬁrét.
iIt ﬁéé“ﬁbﬁ Until 17'Séptember“thét‘an‘airship'was5péfmaﬁé5§3;

' aSSlgneu to Scuadron ELEVEN; on that date the K- ll was rece_ ,4;

'Airshlps Tere 1nterm1ttently and temporarlly a551gnea to ﬁlrshln

Squadron ELEVEN from Adrship Squadron TWELVE from 3- June 1942 to

g e e

~ "»a1rships iﬁvelvea Were the K—B, —4

) . ‘On Fune 13th; the K-6 investigated oil slicks and MAD con- :
ﬁacts over Cashe's Ledge. Two bombs were dropbed with no appare:
At 1300 on 29 June, about 3 miles south of Buoy 3 Jeffrey's

gﬁuhaped ripple off the. pert

: Alatlve'dlstant 15@ yaras.> The‘ship;ebtglngd-g
sharp MAD contact and dropped one bomb 50 yards shead bf the wake
with no appareﬁt results. Surfsce and air support was regue i

r
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=nd received. The K-8 marked and buoyed the spot but ne further

4D contzcts were cobteined.

Roaring in without werning, a tornodo struck Scuth Weyvmouth

R

,1q the early evenwng of 6 July 1942. A Lmlstlng column of hlnd,

,1th center veloclty estimated ct 60 mlles par houf”"spep§ a§:gss”“"”

the landing field at the Navel Air Stetion, caUQ1ng considerable
dezmage. As far =zs could be determined, this perticuler kind of
weather phenomenon Had never previously been experieénced inithe
Scouth Weymouth‘area. | S oy
ﬁﬁen;ﬁhe tornado struck the K—érwas ﬁogfed out at Nﬁ@ber THO

moorlno circle znd--had landed from & fllEht on;v~ nalf haur beforem

Ensign E.'DOYLE, USNR, with a three man.crew Was‘ln chargg of the
' §hipa |
The twister ripped the K-6 Irom the mooring. mast and carr1”a13?-¥ff
1t to tbe south edge of the flelq where it crashed into the trees
anﬂ settlea Lnto the underbrush with envelooe deflated The force

Cof tne tornhdo simultaneously bent the steel supports of the crane

- at the site of Hangar #1 constructicn. Only two of the four
members of the K-6 crew were injured, and theéékhbf‘ééfiéﬁéiy;.
"“The K=/ made a noteworthy flight on 10 July 1942 when lt

'fﬁrovided*a'éoany-Wi%ﬁ*&lléﬁigﬁ%féif:6QVerage. Twice- the alTShlp

lost fhefconvoy but each time regained éontactkW1th radar.' The .
radar insfallation, with which the K-4 was one of the first azir-

/ shibs to be eqﬁi?ned was the main factor which enabled the bliﬁp

to provide this all night coverage a feat which had been accompllshed

w if any times before.

Un 29 August, the K—S dropped four bombs on a megnetic coni -t

_4_.
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with no apprrent fesults. The alrship began development of
anothér contact Wnén the MAD gear failed.

At 1632 on 4 September, the K-4 established an MAD contact.
After a surface craft search, the contact was evaluated as false
At 1750, while patrolling ahead of the éonvoy, the K-/ sighted a
periscope about 150 yards forward of the blimp's port bezm. The
periscope immedistely disappeared. The blimp made no attack
because 3 minutes were recuired before the ship was in & pogitiq
to attack. The spot was marked with & slick., An intensive sear:
fdliowed and.a suspicious objeet was twice sighted by the Kiigbu
not identified. The K;A received znother MAD contact; a DD‘ﬁad
repeated sonar contacts éhd released 4 depth charges without app:
résults. |

The K-11 was received on 17 September 1942; this was the fia

airship permanently assigned to the Squadron.

Winds -of gale force which carried with them dense clouds of
dusé kept alluSquadronipersonnel,husywonathe-south Weymouth fielc
caring for three masted airships on 27 September. 1942. All ships
successfully rodé out the storm. On the fdllowing déy a thunder-
storm, accompanied by high winds and hsil stones, swept across
the mat. Three 2irships were mooreé out and were manned by pilot

end crew to prevent them from being blown away. After the storm

. had passed, it wes found that two ships had suffered sufficient -

" “damage to their nose assemblies to warrant their being flown to -

NAS Lakehurst for repairs. Hangar operations et NAS South Weymot
did not begin until completion of Hangar #1 on 3 November 1943.
_5..
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September 1947 wes marked by the establishment of an ex-

peditionary base zt Bar Harbor, Maine. This base was set up

during the last week of the month and first'usgd;qngQfSéptéﬁggﬁ;f" =

1942 when the K-3 landed znd was moored aefter executing & special
mission of providing coverzge to the USE WAKEFIELD,

The K~-3, based &t Sbuth Yeymouth, wes ordered on 29 September

miles

1942 to proceed on the following day to a point 150/east of Digby
Bay, N.S., to furnish air coverage to the USS WAKEFIELD being
towed to the Boston Navy Yerd for repeirs after the fire which o
had swept her a short time before. The K-3 wss to be based at the
Sguadron expeditionary base at Bar Harbor during the execution of
this mission. ‘

Ensign P. DOYLE, USNR, and Ens. &, L. McCARTNEY, USHNR, were

the pilots chosen to handle the three day assigmnment. Excellent

““Weather and calm seas, while favoring the tow, were also on the

side of the German U-boats, the determination of which to "get®

‘the WAKEFIELD had been voiced by Hitler. The tow made & six knot

speed &ll the way, with the blimps doing & weave patrol zhesd and

surface craft keeping a sharp lookout on the suyrface.

The K-3, which was Based at Bar Harbor on 30 September and
1 Cctober, provided sir coverage all the way around Nova Scotila
and down through the Gulf of Maine as far s Lewiston, Maine where
it wes joined by heavier-than-air units. With this added coverage,
the WAKEFTELD was slinved down the inside coastal route safely~ |
into drydock at Boston. The K-3, its missidn completed, leand’
at NAS South Weymouth on 2 October,

Inability to navirate in foul weather or to pick up definite

b
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.xes to enable them to ascertain their true position resulted

in the K-14, Ensign R. D. FREEL, USNR, pilot, and crew having &

harrowing experience. During a night flight‘on 5~§c§ober“19423
they were handicapned by bad'weathérvwith zero-zero conditions
and lost &1l track of position. Théy set & course which they
thought‘wduld bring them to LSouth weymouth. 411 night long, the
airship drifted 2long the Atlentic Coast. When deylight came,
the K-14 crew tried to find a hole in the fog.
Lt 0830 on the morning of 6 October, they spied the groumd

through & hole. The pilot éircled the spot until the fog broke
and finally saw an airfield which was identified as the fieid at
. Waterville, Meine. The base at South weymouth was hotified, and

ien the weather had cleared sufficiently to permit heavier-than-
air operations, lieutenant Commender John J. Mc€ORMICK, USN, Exee-
‘utive Officer of Airship Scusdron ELEVEN, boarded & small transport
plané at the Naval Air Statioh, Sguantum, Hass. and flew to Water-
ville, Gathéring a grounc crew from various military facilities
in the vicinity, Lieutenant Commander McCORMICK directed the landing
N and refueling of the ship. The K-14 then proceeded:tp South Weymouth . )

and landed without incident.

On 2 November, 1942, the K-11, while on routine mission, found
the disabled trawler INCA adrift. Flying-low over the vessel, the
pllot was advised that there was no immediate danger to the INCA.
Knowing that another trawler was in the immediate vicinity, the K-11

tarted out in en endeavor to locate it. After = short search, the
<irship found the second travler, the AL SMITH, and lec it back to
-7~
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the INCA., The AL SMITH then tock the INCA in tow.

The following day, the Syuadron's three airships K-11, K-12,
and K-14 were docked in Hangar #1. This Was-the'first time;tﬁgt '
the newly completed 1000 feet steel hangar had houséd an sirship.

The K-14 was executing & routine patrol on 1 December 1942'
when it sighted &n oil slipk at 47-10N; 70-30Ww. The K-14 led
the SC 707 to the spot and remained in the area while the vessel
dropped three depth charges with no visible resuits. A short time
later, the airship covered a minesweeper while it dropped five
depth charges at the point of a K-14 MAD contact. . Thereiwere no
apparent results frbm.the charges.

On the 6th of December 1942, the K-12 wes enroute to meet its
convby when battery trouble developed which filled the cervith
fumes and created a consicerable hazard to the members of the crew,
The K-12 returned to base immédiately.

.The K-11 departed South Weymouth for routine patrol on
8 December but was diverted to search for CGR 3032 whieh the airship
sugeeded iﬁ lqcating after seversl hours search. The K-11 dropped
rations and stood by until surface creft arrived to.take-the vessel
in tow. | |

Operations during January 1943 were curtailed by New England
winter weéther which brought with it severe icing conditions and
heavy snows. On one occasion during the month .(1 January) a
Sguadron ELEVEN airéhip, the K-14 landed with a heavy snow load on
the envelope. During January, 30 “lights (7escort, 18 patrol, 1
patrol and escort, and 4 others) were flowm totalling 264.4 hours.

=




~ Weather conditions continued unfavorable during February
1942 when 37 flights (338.2 hours) were made on 15 days of
operations. Twenty-eight vessels were escorted during the month.

Several photographic and one calibration flight were made by

| SqﬁadrOn ELEVEN airships during February. On 18 February, the

K-11 made an inventory of migratory waterfowl; a U.S. Game Manage—
ment agent was aboard during this flight which followed the coast-
line from North RiVer,-Massachusétts to the Cape Cé@ Canal.

-.With imprdving Weéther, Squadfon ELEVEN's number of flights
during March 1942 increased to 96, Operétions, however, were -
routine except for two MAD contacts by the K-1/ and K-38 on 14
March; attempté to develop these contacts, however, were unsuccess-
ful. A total of 337 vessels were escorted during fhe month.

The K-14 suffered a steering casualty due to a locking key
failure and drifted helplessly in high winds without rudder control
fof approximately 30 minutes in the vicinity of the Naval Air
Station, South Weymouth, Massachusetts on 28 April 1943. At first
it was believed that the control Wires'had parted outside of the
ship bﬁt Ensign P. DOYLE, USNR, Structure and Repair Officer of
Squadron ELEVEN, took off in an SNJ, circled the K-14, and found

that repairs could be made from withln the ship. The pilot of the

K -14, En31gn H. F. SMITH, USNR, was so notified and the mechanlc

aboard the ship made repalrs by brezking off the small ends of

files and 1nsert1ng them as substitute keys in the keyways. As

the result of this incident, Bureau Change Number Seven was ordered.
An airship expeditionary unit from the Squadron was dispatched-
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to Trenton, (Bar Harbor) Maine on 29 April 1943. The K-42

landed, was serviced on the mest, and took off without incident.

Ihe grounu handling Darty was made up of & few key men from-South
Weymouth plus personnel from Bar Harbor Section Base and Civil Air
Patrol personnel at Trenton. The section base quartered and sub-
sisted personnel from NAS South Weymouth. The Naval Air Station,
Brunswick, Maine, provided subsistence, quarters, and servicing
‘for the Squadron trucks enroute to and from Bar Harbor.
:Operations for May 1943 Were routine ;nd uneventful except
for an attack made by the K-38 on an MAD contact on the 14th of

the month. The K-38 aronved one bomb on what was evaluated to

. be a wreck, During May, Squadron ELEVEN flew 140 flights totalling

1158. 5 hours.

As part of 1ts program for enllsted tralnlng, Airship Squaqrcn
ELEVLN establlshed an Enlisted Lighter -than-Air School de31gned to -
train Squadron.personneT to be "Qual LTAM (Qualified Lighter-than-
Air). ‘This school was patterned upon the Enlisted Airship Training
~Schodl at NAS Lakehurst. First class gradvated from the Squadron

_-school.on 29 June 1943; 57 enlisted personnel were designated

"Qual LTA" that date.

On 15 July 1943, in line with & general reorganization of
the Atlantic Fleet 1ightér—thanrair organization, Airship Squadron
. BLEVEN. was redesignated—Blimp Squadron ELEVEN.'

The Chief of the Hingham, Masséchusetts,Fire Department for-
warded. a very appreciative iettef in connection with the discovery

of a forest fire by a Squadron airship on the evening of 22 July

1943.
-10-
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Pllot and co-pilot observed the fire, placed & message 1n &

ixie cup, used an.apple for a cover, and dropped this assembly.
on the lawn of 2 nearby farm house from which the message was
forwarded to the Fire Department. As the fire was in an inacces-
sible locctlon, it is doubtful whether it would have been other—
wise discovered before the next morning. This was the same pilot
‘who previously reported a fire in the town of South Weymouth; : the
question arose whether to appoint him a deputy fire chiefl or'leti
him hang a bell on one of the blimps and paint‘it red.

Rear Adﬁiral Charles E, ROSENDAHL, USN, newly appointed
Chief of Naval Airship Training and Experimentation, and his staf.
conducted an inspection of Squadron personnel, material, and hang
spaces on 29 July 1943. |

The K-11, Ensign W. L. QUIVEY, USMR, pilot, was on an escort
mission on 31 July and.at 2020 wes ordered to return'tb base be-
cause of expected thunderstorms. The K-11 headed towards the bast
from Cape Anne,,exberiencing,turbulence; Lightning was observed-4
‘inland. At 2132, the K-11 recrossed thé coast att Scituate, flying.
at 450 feet, Lights atop the hangar were visible.' Lighthing was
observed to the nofth and south, but rain had not yet commenced.

At 2137, light rain began and RPMs on both engines were in-
creased to 1300. The K-11 was flying normelly and the ground spee
was approximately 25 knots. At 2139 the rain became heavy with
'hallstones, the wind increased and began to shift to the northwest
The ship was becoming progressively heavier and the pilot decided
to return to Cape Cod Bay to drop ballast. An attempt was made B
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to gain altitude in order to make a turn. The K-11 was dropping
at the rate of 150 feet per minute. Full up elevator and full
throttle were applied and the ruddermen was instructed not to---
turn the rudder lest he bring the nose dqwn. Théwégff énginé.ﬂr
responded to the throttle and turned up to 1800 RPMs. The ster-
board engine sputtered and never got above 1400 RPMs. |
The ship was still settling at the rate of 150 feet per
minute and was also drifting rapidly to porf with practicaslly no
forward speed. It could be seen by use of the landing light that
the ship was above the treé'tops.: The engines'wéfe'%hréttiéd»ﬁéék.
The elevatbr man then cut fhe safety and forward engine switches,

At z144, the car struck the tree tops, then the top of o two story

- o5 R

‘barn, and came to rest on the gTound 25 vards beyond the barn,
Both ripcords were pulled, but only the after panel was ripped.
In striking the trees, however, the underside of the envelope was
torn causing it to deflate rapidly. No mémber of the crew was
injured,

On 1 August 1943, the K-42 dropped two bombs on an oil slick
ﬁithqut any apparent results. Terget was assessed as "no Subﬁarine".

At 0615 on 13 AugustAtﬁe K-69 déflated‘as.a‘reéult of the‘ |
starboard stabilizer striking the interior of the hangar and. L
puncturing the envelope while the ship was undocking., Although
two members of the crew received superficial iﬁjuries, no one was
seriously hurt.

The K-14, in the control arez at about 1500 on 16 Lugust, was
ordersd to search the area off the mouth of North River for an
overturned white skiff. The K-14, piloted by Ensign J. J.

~12-

.
!
:
§




TS NON

MELLON, USNR, proceeded to the designated area and searched the
area with negative results., Extending the_areé of search, the.
K-14 sighted an overturned sKiff at 1620, five miles éast'of "
Brant Rock. Three men were clinging to the boat. The airship -
dropred its life raft and marked the spot with a smoke flare; thehA
>it,directed & fishing vessel to the rescue of the three men., A
fourth man had previously drowned.

Vice Admiral A. ANDREWS, USN, Commander Eastern Sea Frontier,
visited the Squsdron on 2 September 1943, making a study of
:operafidns of the-éQﬁadrdhkand HedRon. In the afternoon, the
K-10 escorted the MIGRANT, carrying Vice Admiral ANDREWS from
qu§9p §@rbprfto the Cape Cod Canal, the Admiral's plane having

sen grounded due to wezther conditions. | A
The K-69, re-erected on the base after it was deflated during
an unﬁocking acCident of August 13, made its first test flight on
9 September and was pronounced satisfactory.

On 14 September, Captain G. H., MILLS, USN, Commander Fleet
Airspips, Atlantic, conducted a military and materizl inspection
of Blimp Squadron ELEVEN. Commander R. F. TYLER, USN, Commander
Fleet Airship Ving ONE, and officers of various staffs formed
the inspecting party.

In the first change of command since fhe commissioning of
the Squadron, Commender S. M. BAILEY, USN, who had guided the
destinies of the unit since ité inception, turned over command on

‘ptember 24thv1943-to Lieutenant Commarder John SHANNON, USN,

"wXecutive Officer of the‘Squadron since May 1947 when Lieut. Comdr;
~13- '
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J. J. McCORMICK, USN, had bem detached to assume command of Air--
~ship Squadron TWENTY-TWO. The ceremony took plgcgwinﬁﬂangatmﬁd
‘Number ONE where Commander BAILEY readithe ofdéfén%hidh'déf;éhééw |
him‘. Lieutenant Commander SHANNON followed with the reading of
his orders and both outgoing and incoming commanders inspected
the Squadron personnel. Lieutenant Cecil A. BOLAM, USN, who

had been Operstions Officer, was named Executive Officer to fill
the vacancy caused by the succession of Lieutenant Commander
SHANNON to command., ' ’ ‘

| On 31 Octoﬁer 1943, the K-12 was landed and docked without
difficulty in the recently completed Hangar Number TWO. Aithough
the K-69, after its deflztion on 13 August was re-erected in
Hangar Number TIC, the K—lZ»actu&lly wes the first ship to be
docked there. ‘

Operstions continued routine during Novemﬁer 1943 with &9
missions &nd 35 treining flights flown aggregatingv1063.8 heours.

Vice-Admiral H. F. LEZRY, USN, Commender Eastern Sea Frontier,
inspected the Squadron and hangar spaces on 8 December.

Excellent ground handling by Ensign J. F, FALLON, USNR, and
clever manipulation of the elevator controls by Ensign 4. L.
TOVING, USNR, n»ilot, saved the K-14 from seriocus damsge or pro-
bably deflztion during docking maneuvers at about dusk on December
9th. The ship, having just landed from a patrol, was being walked
into the hanger when & gust of 30 knots frou the northweét, struck
it, causing it to kite to an angle of more than 60 degrees. The
tail of the ship pessed within a few feet of the hangar .door,
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At this point, Ensign FALLON ordered the tractor to be backed awéy
from the door, preventing the tail from striking the hangar in..
descent. The ship was then docked¢ k‘
The months of January end February 1944 brought with them
severe winter ovnerating conditions grounding BlimpRon ELEVEN 2ir-
ships for 7 and & days respectively out of gach month. No con—‘
tacts, attacks, rescues, or other events of importance occurred-

during the. two months.

Lieutenant Cecil A. BOLAM, USN, Executive Officer of.the =

Squadron since 24 September 1943, succeeded Lieutenént Commander
John SHANNON USN, as Commanding Officer in approorlcte ceremonies
eld on the deck of Hangar Number ONE on 29 March 1944. Lleutenant

Commander SHANNON was detached to zssume & »nost in the Bureau of
Leronautics in Weshington.  Lieutenant John F. PELR, USNR, was
named Executive Officer. |

Inh the early afternoon of 14 Anril 1944, the K-11 called the
tower from North Plver to say that there was an alrship flylng
nearby with the insides of its upper fin exposed. 4 few minutes

of blinker work betvween the two ShlpS establlshed the identity of

the ship in trouble; it was the K-69, Ensign R. FORAND, USNR, pilot.

Ens;gn FOEAND was instructed to return to the field at once and "
circle so that the damage could be inspected from the ground., It
was about 1530 at this time and the K-69 ﬁés.already on its way back
o bese. The ship wes apparently under good control and in no
~mmediate danrer. CGusts to 37 knots on the field made landing more
dangerous than'riding out the wiﬁds, S0 Ensign FORAND wés ordered
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to hold upwind from the field until the sunset lull,

Ensign FORAND headed inteo the wind and ran his enginés at
low speed until 1730 when he made a landing"WitgfﬁﬁTtéﬁﬁﬁléfiﬁ%:
gusts to 26 knots, Ail the febric wes off the poft side of the
fin, but none ws torn from around the edges, nor wes the rudder
surface demaged, Surprisingly, the fabfic on the port side had
held without any sign of weakening, and theme had been no jammiﬁg
or binding of the controls although large bunches of fabric were
draped over the fin brace wires and some were over the rudder
control cable. The pilot said thé@ he felt no loss of contrdl,
but detected z slight vibretion of the rudder controls sometime
before he knew of his fin damage. The most plausible explanation
was that vibration csuses & thin chafed area which developed into
a small hole ﬁhich-in turn caused the fabric to give in the high
gusty winds. The wind &t one time during:the flight was 36-40
knots with gusts to 55 - 60 knots.

On 18 April 1944, 35 miles south of Nantucket Island, ss the
result of a mid-air collision of two training planes flying from
Chériestén; R.I., two Navy fliers were lost while three othHers
were rescued in a speedy &and spnectaculsr ausemblage of surface
braft and two blimps.

- Squadron ELEVEN's K-9, under the command 6f Ensign J. C.
BARTH, USN, was ordered to proceed to the crash locstion to zssist
in loceting survivors. Homing on MCOs being sent by & PBM &t the
scene, the K-9 arrived et 1630 and began an immediate search oi the
area, Lt l655, a green dye slick wes sighted in the ﬁater and two
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life rafte leshed together. 4t this time,wthe oC
7 miles from the scene accompanied by anotier airshin, G-8 (Air—
ship Utility Squadron CNE). The K-9 radioed the llndlng of the
survivors and hovered over them until the G= 8 a;;ived 1eqding the47'
SC 630, The SC 6302 tock the two survivors eboerd.

Resuming its search ot 1725, the K-9 sgein swept the ares,
and &t 1750, one of the crew sighted a small object in the water
which proved to be a man, apparently unconscious, in a life jacket
floating face up. The K-9 51gnglled . PT boat which was on the
scene, and‘the PT picked the man up. Surface craft and airplanes
then secured, but the K-9 continued the search until ordered back
to its base at 1910.

The Squsdron Commcnder, Lieut. Comdr, BCLAM, USN piloted
the K-11 on a training fllght on 7 Msy 1944 the purpose of which
wes to inspectAthe recently esteblished S¢uediron expedcitionary
fecilities &t the lNavel Air Station, Brunswick, Maine, Despite
extremely poor visibility due to fog, the K-11 lended =t Brunswick,

Msine, was refuelea, and returned to South ¥ eymouth the same day.

‘This landing of the K- ll marked the initial use of ‘the Squadron's l 

expeditionary fa0111ties at Brunswick )
Bar Harbor expeditionary operations got under”ay on 8 May
1944 when the expediticnsry trailer end ground handlers were
dispatchedrnorthward from South Weymouth under the éommand of
Lieuyt. C. J. BUERKE, USNR. On the following morning, the K-12,
(jg)_w. G. FRAZIER, USNR, toock off for Trenton.ﬁirport'(Bér
darbor) and landed there to begin 1944 operations from theat base.
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The month of June 1944 vss uneventful, #nd operations were

routine except for three minor incidents which cccurred to the

K-69, K-38, and K-14. On 22 June, the K-69 earned a hole.in-the =

bag in an unexpected menner. In running doﬁn énd‘£n§ésfigétiﬁg’-f
e radar blip, the K-69 hit its treiling sntenns cgoinst the mast
of @& shivn and hurled the entenna thfough the bag a few inches from
the air tunnel just aft of the car. All of this occﬁrred‘before
the pilot could see the surface vessel and avoid the collision.

The K-68 returned to basewithout difficulty.

The same day (22 June 1944), the pilot of the K-38 had a -

slight scare. During a petrol mission, he felt & sudden sharp
jarring throughout the car. Fearing 2 parting of the suspensions,
he headed home immediately, rsdioing his suspected trouble,  The
ship was inspected after it returned successfully and no trouble -
could be found. The probable explanation wes that'on_that'day',
there were extremely heevy colibre guns firing in his patrol area;
‘the concussion probebly geve the £-38 the violent jar.

'Conducting an instrument search at night on 27 June 1944, on
a special sweep of Penobscot Bay, the K-14 came close ﬁo striking
a bridge hetween two islands. Standing af the win&shield, lbokiﬁg
forward, the pilot saw the obstructién in time to give avquick
order for up elevator, then down elevator to get the tazil over
the bridge.

While conducting a_special MAD search at 44-05N§ 67-57W;
and &t an eltitude of between 200 znd 250 feet, the K-14 creshed
into the weter in full flight at 2205¢ on 2 July 1944. During

-18-

a
%
&



P

he MAD seérch, the K-14 was allowed to get too close to the
water, The Flight Captain, who wes aft in the csr, chanced to
look‘out of the vort window and, startled at the proximity of.the
water, ran forward to order the ship to a safé éi%£%£éé; buéwghéQ
K-14 struckbthé water almost immediately.
The cer rapidly filled with mﬁtér. Five members of the crew

escaped from the car with difficulty and made their wey to a

- floating fin surfece. Vhen the fin sank, they swam to & section

of the envelope still partislly inflated and afloat. One of the
five beczme sepsrated from the others and disappeéréé.z At 0550Q,
the four survivors were picked up by the USS PATRICT. The bodies
of @hg ;em&ining six members of the crew were recovered.

Those who lost their lives in the accident were:

Lieut. Charles W. KLUBER, #118248, USNR.

Edward J. DRZEWIECKI, #608 8, 34, LR2c, USIHR.

William H. MUNRG, #607 95 29, ARM3c, USNR.

John V. OLDAR, #224 81 75, AlMi2c, USN,

Welter P. OZESKY, #653 22 93, AEM3c, USNR,

John B, POWLES, 7258 35 87, ARM2c, USN.,

Ensign M. F. CLRLSON, USNR, in the K-25 participated in rescue
work on the afternocon of 1 August 1944. He was diverted from a '
gunnery flight to the position of a fishing vessel reported‘in.
distress. He found thekraft, the JOFIRE, adrift with no control
about 1320 miies ESE of Portlend with her ensign flying unside down.
The K-25 dropped two messages to her deck telling the crew of the
JOFFRE that help in the form of & Coast Guard vessel was on the

- in , :
vway and homing/on the airship's radio. However, the Coast Guard

raft broke down &nd had to be tovied back to base and the K-25 was

~recalled three hours after making contact with the JCFFRE, Surface
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| B I., Lakehurst N, J.,émd NAb New York The . south wind made it

creft loceted the fishing vessel the following

into port.

A hurricane swept the northeast coast, its center-passimg—- - -

over the base shortly after 0100 on 1/ September. The statish
werned in advence served s a port of refuge for hesvier-than-air
units uw and down the coastland Scuadren personnel turned out to
hendle the landing snd berthing operations. Lieutenant.Commander
BOLAM, USN, Squadron Commander and Senior Fleet Naval Aviator at
South'Wévmoutﬁ assumed command of operutlons. It wes at flrst
exnected that about 100 planes would be handled but this number
grew rapidly as the afternoon of 13 September went on. The first
planes arrived at 1230 and after that, for six hours, a plane
landed every minute until at 1830 there were 326 pleanes secured in
the hangars o 7 | _

"The planés’were~SNJs;'F4Us;‘SNBs, TBFs, TBMs, F6Fs, RB-ls,
FMs, GHs, GB-2s, OS2Us, SBbs, R50s, and PVs. They came from
Viesterly, H.I., Cherlestown, F.I., Otis Field, mw,,., Martha's ..

Vlneyarq, Msess., Groton, Conn., Quonset Point, R. I., Charlestown,

R+

necessary for the planes to be lcnded across the East mat, so the
longest stretch of rumwey, percllel to Hangar ONE was not usable.
But during the whole operztion, involving 652 landings and take-
offs on a strange field, there were only two accidents. One F6F
cracked up onvthe East mat probably beceause the rough ground -
caused a wing %o dip and strike the ground. Later, when landings
were being made in the seme direction on the West mat, 2 PVl failed
to get down soon enough and careened off the edge of the field into
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e rocky area where it hed to be dismantled.
During the operstion the experience of &ll sqguadron officers

with previous Heavier-than-Air training Wgs;qti%{§§§ Officers

were stationed with flags at key points over the"fiéld‘to keep

the flovw of traffic smooth and to route the varicus pnlanes cor-

rectly so that they could be docked with their own ocutfits as far
as possible, All Fé6Fs were docked first because their folding wings

made if comparatively essy to maneuver them among the blimpé on.
the hangzar deck. In order. to release as feW as Dossible of the

lines which secured the blimps, traffic lanes were set up in.the

- hangars. In this way Dock Two was filled with F6Fs all the Waylto '
the-North Doors even though alliplahés were brought in through the
outh doors and five blimps were in.the hangar.

Atifi:st the planes would cut their motors at the hangar
doors, fold their wings, and be pushed into place by manpower,
but this turned out to be too slow. Thereafter,rplaﬁes'Kept
- their motors running and taxied to'the_center of-theAhangap
under their own power. Although undocking operations on the‘

' I4th involved pushing all planes outside by hand, this was dore

eﬁen faster than the docking had been. Planes began tsking off
at 1000 and all were in_thé air by 1500.

The K-25, Ensign G; R. ANDERSON, USNR, pilot was sent to
Vineyard Sound on 16 September tp'search for the Light Vessel
U"VINEYARD HAVENﬁ which was lost during the hurricane of 13 and

L September. | 7

/Using il&D, the K-25 began the search in the NW cguadrant of 54
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a circle of 10 miles radius from the originzl position of the

vessel. This was considered to be the area in which the véssel

wes most likely to be found because,-when,ﬂhéﬁﬁ£ﬁiﬁéﬁé:§£§ééa;:;~1¥i:
the firét severe galéslwere bloﬁihg from the SE. -
In less than one half hour after the search was begun,
the wreck of the "VWIKNEYARD HAVEN" was leocated by the K-25 by
means of MAD. The position of the wreck was approximately 1 1/2
miles NW of the originél position, in 16 fathoms. A few days
iater3 divers were sent down and the wreck was positively identified,;
The K-69, Task Unit 22.3.2, Lieutenant R. T. CONNOR, USMR,
pilot, took-off from South Weymouth at 1640Z on 16 September 1944
enreute~to Argentia,‘Nveouhdland to assist in anti-submarine
operations by the use of MAD gear. The K-69 arrived at Argentia 17
September after having landed and refueled at Sidney, N.S. The
K¥69 was ordered to étandiby af Argentia. Froﬁ 17 Se?tember tb
24 September, the airship was masted at Argentia and a watch was
kept in the ship by members of the combat air crews. During this
time the K-69 successfully rode out fain and winds which at one

time reached a velocity of 60 knots and were often greabér'than.

40 knots. On 24 September at 0750Z with Lieutenant Commander
C. A. BOLAM, as pilot, the K-69 took-off from Argentia forA
South Weymouth end landed at NAS South Weymouth at 2238Z.

~On 30 September the K-9, Lieutenant R. T. CONNOR, USIHR,
pilbt, proceeded'to Yarmouth, N.S. on a navigationsl and indoctri-
nation fléifh. ¥While landing at Yarmouth, the Ship was blown off “
wind by ¢ gust on the port bow. Simulténeously, a member of the

ground handling crew became entangled in a holding line and fell.

3
3
2
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Lieutenant CONNOR decided to remain on the ground to save the :

man entangled in the line. The ship continued tg. drift . off. rindf
so fast, however, thatiit“waswnotnpossible-towbring»it up into.--
the wind before it hif the mast parked alongside the landing
area. The K-9 deflated raepidly on the field.

One'mémber of the cfew of the K-9 was superficiallyvcut;
One of the men on the top of the mast apparently had urbuckled -~
his safety belt to climb down. He was overcome by helium, fell

to the concrete taxi strip, and was seriously 1n3ured :fﬁig“f““"

Canzdian assistant had also unbuckled hlS belt. He fell into
the aeflatlng awelone and had to be cut out.

"‘ The K-25, Ensign G. R. ANDERSON, USMR, pilot, during Toutine T
patrol on 23 October 1944 was diverted at,l200‘Q 9ndhordered to
search for survivors of an SBD which had crashed at sea South of
Nantucket., At 1551Q im 40-42N; 69—14W; a raft was sighted.conr
taining two apparently uninjured éurvivors. Plapgs were qp_theﬂﬁ_'
scene circling the raft; The K-25 dropped its own raft and the
‘éﬁrvivors were seen to change from their raft to the larger aiff

ship raft. By means of hand signals and megaphone, the K-25 led

the fishing vessel JERRY & JENI¥Y to the scene from a position
- three‘miles away. The survivors were taken aboard the fishing
vessel at 1615Q. The K-25 then stood by the craft until the
survivors Were transferred to the Army Crash Boat #C-39069 at
17356, |
lieanwhile at 1500Q, the K-27, Lieutenant Commander C. A,
BOLAM, USN, piloﬁ tock-off for the scene with geaf aboard to
pick up survivors if.crashboats could not reach the scene‘before
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dark., The K-27 errived zt the scene at 1725 by which time the

survivers had been picked up by the fishing vessel,

After an 1nspect10n of the Squadron in front. Qfmﬁangaru_mwwoui;“
Number TWO on 31 October 1944, Lisutenant Commander Fo-Fs PEARy - -«
USNR, assumed command of Blimp Sguadron ELEVEN, Lieutenant
Comnander C. A. BOLAM, USN, who had been in command of Blimp

' SQUadron ELEVEN since 29 March 1944, read his or&eré detaching
him from the Squadron. Lieutenant Commander PEAR, thé'ﬁéw‘

Squcdron.Commander, had been Executive Officer of the Squadron.

The K—34 was lost on 5 November 1944 Whlle returning to
base from a night scort mission. The ship was flying in smooth
Haip_yg;ougn llght drlzzle st an altltude of about 350 feet '
when it lurched upward to 700 feet. The pilot epolled full En
down elevatorand returned to 350 feét.after the turbulence had
subsided. At O745Q, the shipfagain lurched violently upward
at the rate of 1200 to 1400 feet a minute until it reached an
altitude of 1000 fet at which point the ascentAwaﬁ,gheokgdg
During this time several members of the crew reported hearing ”'
a loud crack or snap. |

PIxessure at this tlme Went down and was not regained 1n

spite of efforts to raise it by increasing the throttle and
"starting the electrical blower. One member of the crew reported
noticing wrinkles in the bag at-this time. Slip tanks were
dropped and the engines turned up at 1400 RPM but still the shiu
continued to settle. All hands were ordered to stand by for a
crash and at about 0750-Q the car entered the water. |
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A1l hands abandoned ship snd successfully reached the

Ainflated 1ife\raft. Due to heavy seas, the raft capsized and

extreme difficulty was exnerlenced in rlghtlng it.-‘w~Ww¢gM@“(wn_¢;ww”
At about 1500, & mast was sighted and Ensign LiVINGSTONE

pllot, fired all his signal flares in an effort to attract at-

tention. The ship, the USS KLINE, approached and threw down

lines by means of which all members of the crew were successfully

;pulled aboard except. SPALDING, D.F. ARMlc, USNR, who was washed .

away by a large wave and was not seen again. Of the remalnlng

members of the crev, all were sufferlng from mild shock or bruises 4

Wlth the exception of Ensign Arthur H, V0SS, USN, who died aboard
~the USS KLINE from exhaustion due to exposure.

At 1400 Q, the K-61, Lt.(jg) J.F. KING, pilot, was about
to be undocked from'Hangar.#l on 14 Decémberxprior to a ferry
- flight to NAS Lakehurst. AS‘the~ship“was”being“faken out on
the mast through the west doors, the groﬁnd party began to have
trouble preventing the tail of the ship from kiting to port.
Addi#ional men were ordered to the sfarboard lines, but thevmovej
ment to port could not be checked. The pilot apblied full up
'elévaﬁor but fhe.ship kited'éppidximately fifteén:feet befbre
.the effect of the controls was noticeable. The ship had begun
to settle normslly when the port horizontsl fin struck the south
west hangar door at 1405Q, resulting in a long tear in the port
Aside of the envelope. After the impact the ship vaned clear of
the hanger, deflating immediately, and creshing on the mat de-
todishing the underside of the car. No members of the brew were
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injured.
Operations during January 1945 were routine except for an

annual bird count flight made by the K-19 on the R4th for the- - -

Fish and Wildlife Service,

During the month of February 1945 exceptionzlly heavy and
frecuent snowstorms, including one fall of 14 inches on §
February, considerably reduced both the operational and training
flight hours of the Squadron. '

On 11 February, Commander Fleet Airships, Atlantic directed
the temporary assigﬁment td Fleet Airship WingidNE éf;six‘additional:?
airships and twelve crews from Fleet Airship ¥ing TVO. Two of - ' |

these ships and four crews were destined for Blimp Squadron ELEVEN.

" Upon delivery of the airships, the Sqguadron's aircraft complement

was temporarily incressed from six to eight blimps. The increase
was in effect until the Sguadron's decommissioning orders were
received on 14 May 1945.

Ih the latter part of the month new sonobuoy eguipment ar-
rived and was instslled in’the Squadron ships. An intensive groumd

and flying trasining program was put into effect to familiarize

the crews with the equipment. A progrém of sending the crews in
rotation to NAS Vieeksville for two days of specielized training in
the use of sonobuoys was inaugurated. In addition, arrangements
were made to conduct sonobuoy trainihg exercises with friendly

submarines off Portsmouth.

On the 28th of Februery, the K-50, Lt. (jg) L, U. Hu:
USHR, pilct, took off at 1318 to search for a fishing'vessel
reported in distress. The airship located the vessel and home o

M
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surface craft to the scene.

From 1 March ¥o 25 March, because of the threatened renewal

of the U-boat activity, emphasis was placed anthgvﬁgggbyQEQW;;j

cgpriie sige. an

training program andveVery»dppoptunity'was taken to send .out.. . ..
training flights to work with friendly submarines in tracking
exercises. During this time, 2 total of 21 training flights
were §ent out which logged approximately 25%'of the squadron's
flying hours for the period. . |

The K-69, Lt. (jg) G. J. DODGE; USNR, pilot, took off on
25 lMerch for a Special patrol in the area 43-35N, 67-50W, where = .
surfaée craft had made what appeared to be a godd sound contact
with a U-boat. Upon arrival, the K-69 reported to ComDesRon
17 and was instrucied to make an MAD search over the point of
conﬁact. The K;69 did so but obtained no signals.

Meanwhile, because .of probable activity of enemy submarines
in the Bay of Maine and the possibiiity of extended operations
north of 43-00, two air crews had been sent from South Vieymouth
to the Advanced Base at Brunswick, Maine. The K-69 was ordered
_td land there Where‘it was refueled and took off again at 2050Q,
Lt. Grant PAUL, USNR, Was'théhpilot’and reported again’'to ComDesRon

17. At 0230, the K—69 sighted & long, narrow, oll slick extending
4~5 miles, An MAD Search produced no contacts; neither did a
sonobuoy dfopped at the southeast corner of the slick. The K-69
returned to Brunswick after a 7-8 hour search.

During the period of 26 to 28 March, ships operating from
South Veymouth maintained barrier pstrols at designated areas
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~across the avproaches to Massachusettis Bay and opercted on
several missions with DesRon 17 “nc CortDiv 35, inve tigating
promising sound contacts by surface craft and other aircraft,

On 29 March the K-100, Lt. W. D. GRANT, pilot, Was in the
area of 43-07N, 69-03W, at 1800, standing by while SC1280 and
SC1301 developed a sound contazct. At 1830, the K-100 began
msking MAD runs over the srea of the sound contact and dropped
a float light to mark the spot of .a doubtful s;gnal which, how-
ever, coincided with the sound—contacts of.theFCs. Both SCs '
laid depth charges patterns over the arez with mno observable
results. After a further searéh without obtaining a conﬁact,
the>K-lOO resumed patrol.

Thé K-50, Lt. (jg) L.U. HURLEY, USNR, pilot, proceeding
from base to Cashe's Ledge on the 30th of March to report to
CortDlv 35, 31ghted what appeared to be a submerglng periscope ”
at 1525% at a distance of about two miles., The airship altered
course for the point of the sighting (42-52N, 69-08%) and laid
down a sonobuoy pattern. St?ong, positive propeller beats were
_clodked twice by Lt. (jg) HURLEY at 240 r.p.m. and 230 r.p.m, |
and the speed estimated at & knots. The intensity of the sonobuoy
recep-tion gradually diminished until contacﬁ was lost. MAD runs
ﬁroduced no contacts. At 1635, CortDiv 35 instructed the K-5b
to stay with the contact}and‘continue the search., At 2010,
without further contact, the K-50 was relieved by the K-69 and
returned to base. No further ccntacts»were obtgined in this area.
Lt. (jg) HUORLEY's sighting was evaluated by CESF and CominCh as
probable,

Throughout the month of April, a heavy operatii schedule
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end minimum versonnel kevnt sl hends in the ¢
occunied. The vesther during the montihi, elthough suiteble for
Tlying on 11 but five deye, wes charscterized generslly by the
high .inds and heeavy fo# comuon to theares at this time of year.
Operctions vere remsrkeble for the lerge number of missions
involvin® coonerstion with surfzce craeft. At verious times,

severul surface Task Grouns were working in the arez end Squadron

siong in coordinstiocn

i

fde
)]

airships fle. frecuent sesrch and oatrol m

v

with them. Towrrd the end of the month, the frecuvency of there
oper: tions increcsed reeching its veail on the 30th, when six
missions were flown in coonerction with surfece creft,.

Durin® the evenin: of 5 ivnril, vord wos received from
Doston thut the tanker #TLAHTIC OQiTHS, cutvard bound [rom
Poston, hed deen the victim of & severe exnlosion very rossibly
ceusecd Ly & *oraedo; surfoce crift ere peing sent to the area
he ernlesion northerst of hece Polnt. The werther ot this
vine s extreaely unfavorenle; storw wornin's were nosted; csmell
cre Tt vvere for the nost pert shneltirins in port, «nd winds of
betueen ferity arﬁ fifty knots e.isted ¢t flying levels in the
crec.  Guste to 25 knots were exneriencea on the field,

LoCren, hovever, was brisfed ot cnce tnd ¢ shin nenned in
the hinzer recdy to teke-of T immedistely. tinen 1t beczme ep-
crent thot bhe overs tion could net be rndert:ien ¢t oncs, four

Suine Lere o Talov Tor thie rerning oo thelr cre o briefed crd
1ne e vl ) .

chil VnnooTre B [ K L0 LN uile 12 PO G DEY NneoveE,
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mile in diameter over the spot of the scund contact, but no

followed; at 0618Q the K-69 with Lieut. GLANT as pilot,

and then et 0637 the K-50 with Lieut. IGO as pilot took-off in

successicn. These ships petrolled and secrched the area during.
the dey end escorted the ATLANTIC ST-TES, which wes still afloat
¢nd uncer tow, back to Boston.

Taking off at 0548¢ on Anril 30th, the K-69, Lt. (jg)

4
“1

CHRISTOPHER, USNR, as pilot, conducted a special search from '

4140N to 4210N off the east coast of Cape Cod, the cres in which

& training plane had reported sighting & surfaced enemy submarine

at 2010Q on the preceding day. The morning was uneventful and

the airship's search of this area produced no agpparent results.
At 1312¢, the K-69 was informed by surface craft that the

DD GLEAVES reported a sound contact 40 miles from Cape Cod Light

"~ on & bedring of 123 degrees. The GLEAVES was leaving formation

to investigzte the contact and the airship was instructed to
proceed to the scene and assist. The kK-69 gave an ETA of 1345 at

the scene and srrived st 1343Q. The ship flew zn MAD circle one

cignels were received., After approzimately six circles had been
flown, the pilot decided that bescause of geologicel and electricel
interference, the MAD ecuipment could not be usced then for evalua-
tion of the surfece contect,

The GLELVES then withdrev from the erea to ensble the airshipn
to drop soncbucys. The K—69vdroPned &n oranﬁe buoy &t the point
of the sound contact znd begir to =ick up sounds which the pilot
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and sonobuoy receiver oper:tor thought were »robably propeller
noises and not those of the deperting surface craft Whi¢h could
be identified sepzretely. The blimp thenmdEobﬁgdwéiggé:gggéggg&;f;;:
2000 yerds south of the oranée andAthe indications weré piék;d‘up
#lso on this one,

At this time, however, a surface craft was noticed approaching
the earer of the soncbuoy pattern and it ves interfering with the
reception.. The K-69 called back the CLEAVES to reSume‘souhd' S
tracking and attempted to enter‘communicatiénS;With<the other. ...
surface craft. By blinker the vessel was idehtifiéd as CG—9§O64;"
and it was learned that both her ﬁransmitter and receiver were
inoperative on the scene of action frequency.

As the GLEAVES .and_ the accompanying DE PETERSCN came into
the area, the possible propeller noisés from the sonobucys ceased
or were drowned out byAthe surface craft. The GLEAVES then
reported a sound contact apvroximately 700 yverds from the'orange
buoy é&ropped-by the K-69. The GLEAVES proceeded to work this
contact for some time,

At approximately 1540(, the GLELVES again cleared the ares

“lesving the K-69 to fesﬁme sonobuoy operations., £s the surfece
craft left the area, the origincl suspicious sounds vere heard
again over the sbnobuoy receiver and the K-69 resumed laying its
pattern which?%éé compléted at 1608(¢., The sounds were diminishing
on the érange bucy, were very slight on blue to the west, &nd were _
he strongest on red to the south., They seemed to be moving in

& southerly ahd Westerly%ﬂirection. A pursple buoy was dropved
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but no sounds were heard from it.

At 1727C, with sounds being héerd from the red buoy, the

K-69 mzde an attack. No results were observg@iwiih§i59ﬁﬁﬁgffWM
ceased for some minutes after the stteck, but about” twenty
minutes-later they resumed resching & pesk ¢t 1800(. Sounds
similer to the bleecding of bellast tenks were also heard for a
time The K~69 was relieved at 1957¢ by the K-50 anc returned to
base, landing at 2130Q. No contacts were established~or developed
by the K-30, | |

During the first deys of May, the last days of the European
Var, more enemy Ssubmsrine activity was experienced 1n New England
waters then at eny time for meny months. Lerge numbers of U-bosats
ﬁeféAeétimated to be in or &pproaching imerican waters and later
surrenders proved these estimstes to have been substantially
correct. |

Despite continued fog and low visibility, Squacdron airships
meinteined & dey =ncé night patrol across the approéches to
Massachusetts Bay on all but one of the first seven days of the

month, Both day &nd night escorts of comnveys were conducted

and special searches were carfied’out in cooperation with surface

craft, .
On 5 HMay, & merchant vessel was torpeaoed‘and sunk off Point

Judith. At 2204¢ the K-82, Lt. (jg) J. JLNDROWITZ, USN, pilot,

took off from South Weymouth to c;ndﬁct a search of the srea in

conjunction with sufface craft and airships from Blimp Squadron

TVWELVE, The K-82 reeched the area &t 0305 on the 6th, -and
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reporting to the CTC, was told to stend by. Throughout the rest

of the night in heavy fog, the K-82 pstrolied the area assigned.

At 0705¢ surface craft could be hesrd making abtécks, . = T

4t 0715G, with visibility improving, the K-82 cecided to
investigete the srez of the attacks. Two airships from Squadron
TWELVE were seen laying markers with surface craft. This was
in accordance with a previous assignment to BlimpRon 12 ships
to the western sector and BlimpRon 11 to the eastern sector.
The K-82 reported into the area and was ordered to stand clear,
At a distance of 1 1/2 miles the K-82 observed surface craft
. and the airships from Squadron TWELVE making runs over the target
area, The K-82 asked permission to make an attack and ﬁaS-told-
shat the area would not be cleared for another hour. At 165OQ,
the K-82 was told that the German submarine was belleved sunk.
At 1054Q, the K-82 requested permission ffom the OTC to depart.
Permission was granted, and the K-82 received the méssage,
"Thank you for cooperation’ from thé OTC., Divers later verified
the sinking of the U-boat, the last of the war in North Atlantic
~ waters. v

On 7 May the Squadrpn conducted its last patrols. Hence-
forth dnly escort missions and single ship movements or Special
missions were to be flown. _

On 14 May at 0923, the K-38, Lt. (jg) J. JANDROV;ITZ_, USN,
pilot, took‘off from South VWeymouth to assist surfece craft in
ﬁvestigating 0il bubkles off Portlancd Light. On arrivel at the

scene, the K-38 dropped & sonobuoy over the bubbles, but no in-
- -33- '
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dications werec received. The MAD gear &t this time vas inoperctive

but at 1226Q the source of the bubbhles was evalusted as.staticnary.

At 1305¢, the K-125, Lt. (jg) CHRISTOPHER, pilot, which was .
diverted to the scene after the-coﬁpléfion-of aﬁ escdrt mission,
errived and within a few minutes reported good MAD signsls. At
1423Q:‘the K-38 released a Mk 47 depth bomb in the middle of the
continuously rising patch of oil bubbles on what the pilot con-
sidered a possible stationary target. Because of armihg wire
failure, the bomb did not'explode. The source of the bﬁbbles
was later determined to ﬁé the wreck of an Eegle Bost which‘had
sunk in that position a month previcusly.

AIn'addition, the 14th of May was the last day on which the
Squadron'gave alr coverage to convoys or'single ship movements
and Wés the day on which the Commender-in-Chief, U.S5. Fleet
and Chief of Neval Operations issued his confidential diSpatch.
141956 directing the decommissioning of Blimp Squadron ELEVEN. .

On 16 May, the Squadron reported to Commander Air Force,

~Atlantic Fleet for opersational control in accordence with orders

from Commander Eastern Ses Frontier; later on the;Same day,
Commandér Lir Torce, Atlantic Fleet directed Commander Fleet
Airships, Atlantic to assume cperctionzl control of the Squadron
and to mroceed with its decommissioning,
| Those utility commitments of fLilrship Utility Squadron ONE
reculring the services of K-type circhips were assumed on 17 May
by Blimp Squadron ELEVEN in accordince with orders from Commender
Fleet Airszhips, ftlentic. Four deys later (21 May), the Scusdron
~3/4-
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~ torpecoes in both ‘the inside cnd cutside firing ranges &t Newport .

~dispatch 141956 of Mey 1945.°

conducted its first such utility mission ivhen 1t recovered
and when it calibreted the Amcgonsett CQESt‘Gﬁ§§§;§?%ti§§;7W“* e
During the second and third weeks in May, Blimp Scuadron
ELEVEN received messcuges of thenks and congreatuletions from
CominCH, ComiirLant, ComEastSezFron, Commander Northern Group,
and Commander Northern Air Group for its cohtributionvto victory
in the Battle of the Atlantiec. )
Commender Fleet firshins, Atlentic on 24 May»l?é5wdireqted'
Blimp Squadron TWELVE‘to.éstabiish & detacliment. at the Naval
Air Station, South Weymouth, and upon the estsblishment thereof,
to assume the ﬁfilify commitments. of Blimp S¢uadron ELEVEN, ‘

- On 25 May, the K-92, with Lt. H. BOGHEN, USNR, pilot, took off
from South Weymouth oh & photography mission at the recuest of the
U.S. Coast Guard. The K-92 proceeded to Massaéhusetts Bay where
Coast Gusrd photogrcphers abéard the airship filmed the transport
WAKEFIELD as she msade her way into Boston Hirbor loaded with troops
reburning from Europe. This wss the first larée g;oup of returning
veterans.

During the last deys of the month, the Squadron eswesited the
word to decommission.

The K-50, Lt. D. BOYD, USNR, pilot, took off from South

Veymouth on 28 May to be ferried to the ‘Noval Air Station, Lakehurst,

This completed the trensfer of gll BlimpRon 11 airships to other

units and vas the last airshi@ flight m:«de by the Squadron.
On 8 June 1945, Blimp Squadron ELEVEN ¥as officially de-

comnissioned in accordance with CominCh &nd CHNC confidentisl
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