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$ubJr K*$d, ropor:t sn loss of *

15 Hsve$tber L944

l.* $r*ers wsrs lssued by Commander $ortlrern *rc*p (*tr Controllor)
on efternssn of S .qlovembsr 1944 t* fioxwand!.ug Offlcer BLJ.mpr*n i.}
ta f,urnl"sh alr ooysrs,gs, weather" porm$.tt$.ng, for. tlre U$li WAK&S'I$,S
durlng th* nl6ht S S HsvesbEr l,$44 t* osetward of Cape fiod. Ae
a reeu":.t of ttr*sg trdora K*6& toak off frsxa SavaJ" A3.r $tatl,on,
$outi: Woy:nouth, Hass*, at 8*SS Qn $ $sveebsr trfr44* t'ls weather
f,ore*aet wee f,or wj"nd* of *$ t* SS xaph *loft, but se bLLmp w.es to
b qlose to home baee thle sas not *oneJ.dered has*rdsun to opora*
tj.ons* trilqu5.ry to S*$nF. dJ.ec:.osed tha* the arsa dlneatS"y to eouth*
wex'd rsee .st111 belng e*ntl.nu*uely p*tno3.tr"cd by alr lndl.estlfig pss*
glbl"e snsing subr*arLnes meSr be a*t*r*pt3ng tc anter our easstal stre&*
Xt:le aetu*l Seetelon as ta the a*vlxablllty of departure of ths
Sllmp" eonsidorlng wea*h*r" on thJ.s naf"est*n wea pLased tn the hand*
*f thi! Squadron C*md^r. t'hj.s l:ss heen the u*ual. proc*dure altlrcugh
*$AG rss*rv€s ths rtglit to *hange *n cnncal any nnlseLon lf emer&€ngy
sr nssesslty far eush rnLeslon requlree *t* Sltrup was due at 06/LLl"$
}.{ovember 1S&4. It* fueL allc*sarlcs was sstlmated goa$ unt51 }$SS,

?* At S?95 8, Coramender l'{ort}:*rn #rouB {*fr C$vltroX}erir d.ue bo
tt**aten3"ng wlnd and what looked }lks X"o5-ng ccndi*Lone n ordered the
K-$4 t* return t* Faso* fhe K*S4 re*etptad" for those ordere and
was at that tS.r:re Ln sJ.g!:t of tlre Ws.KHPffrtP, and sae Ln Sositi.cn
4l-*$S$ SS**Si{r $S xtx}ee fr*m fia;:o Cod Llght sn$ ?1 mj.}es frsm
$*.rth TrleSnnemt}:*

S. At fi$4$ q fF*11, $ou*h ??ey,:nuutlt, n*por*ed ti:,at K-$4 trsd not been
hsard fr+Na sir:*e 0??5 at wlriah t*xe sl:e re*eJ-pted for mea*a6e ordsn*
lr:g her to retur.n ts bees* K*S& sbouJ,* havo reported her SoeJ.tlon
at-OS$O. At O$$*, &*r *ontrsl"ler J00, roquest*d &{IS Ra*en $rlt,
$or.lth S*ston, *s well as *{SF BeevertaLl and'3{A$ Brunewlek to t:"y to
pLck up eny IFF s$.gnels* itt O$SS iJI* al.srted Sosa* &rar* Statlons
on CaFe Sad ssd at O$LS vesssl"* in vialrtlty w€rs rsqussted to repart
lf, snd when thoy had elghted K*S4, At OSBA Army SontraLlera rsqusstod
.erm,}r Hedar $tatl*n at !S$P Sos**,n t* nttempt to Lauats en$ ssrlal
tar6etn, :lt CISS? $S*6?3 ses ordsrsd, to prosssd ta so*ltion 4J.-4?Hr
S$*&ffi whj.oh wee ballsved to be the r*ost lj.kely p+sitlon of, K*S4
wLth lnfprxratLon &lses at hand" At 0S4? Xnftrsstlon regard*"ng-last
olglrttng sf K*$4 was nsqLi.s$t*d. c$ WSSF:PIfiLP* $hs a,nEwon to thJ.e was
:reaetved sbout 104S and gave CI?SS Poslti.on of K*S4 ae e}:own ln
p&rasraBh e. WAK&FIIII,$ nstlflsd lltIKS {SPD-1*O} t}iat BLJ.m'P rney ba
in tFcmUte at 4?*S*ldr SS*$4ff as KLII{$ Feesod WAKg$'ffffin" O$SF gJ"ven
alL avnLlable lnformetlon *t SS4$*
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4' $orthe:'n Snoup Yesgele ln vlcinlty were ordered tu e*aroLr ersarougirly thlrty siXlee eastwardr_flf,tee? mlJ.es ncrthward, and thlrty:*tl"ee down the fiape, *nd vesaeLs lnsLdo 0apo Cad nay w6re orderad"to seareh thnt ers&, Th* fradsr Stsrtlor? operated by-$$If ge,v€ Code1-targets betweon Boston Llghtnillp ans Heee pcj.nt. The Ermy $ta*
tl"on.ge.vs tergeta ?sOo ft. abovs the orav*a tlght. A$ eubo6qr:.ont
evgnt'e proved, no rsdar" lnfgnn€itisn roc*ived $e,s rsllsbl*. -

$' $s forecasta o.f, bsd weath.er had been sn&de dwtng tbe nlght, ?heIiorthenn Sroup-Aerology Sffl"ce dtd not receive any ieport oi uppenelr. soundl.ngs durtr"ng the por$.od 0?$S I to L63O q frfrfctr wae tha- ilnethat thn K-$4 and pereennel were mLe*1n6* fhe Surface reports f,rsm
shatba$, $lorth truro, snd Roakport oovenlng the area neanoet tothst J.n whlch K-S4 *vas l,aet *tghted showed that the tennperatures
wsrs bstween $?4 and 40o S', ant* tbet thera was ll.ght rsJ.n thnough*
out the anes. The srlnd. wns mostly fnom the $orth sr $srth Ffonthsaet
g1d wes F{sgr€solvely atrongor f,rsrn Chat}ram Sorthward belng abcut
8O * 8t ffiPH at Ch*tham whlle Truro had by I"O$0 Q wor-ked uF-to bett6r.
tban Sd MflI. Rockpont reSronted wi.nde ?:etween $8 snd $6 ?dp$ tlrnough*
out pertod' Vesesls at *Be rsported wlndn betsson 40 and SO lcnott.
trhe Seffinsndlng fffloer of ''$AKSS'1SiI,P later neponted a clmnse Ln wLncls
between o?0s * Osos from ff.i$n to osso and then to o8oo * dgoo. The
veloe5,ty vas varJ.*ble at the eurface wl.t!: guste to $s knsts but
averaged tB knots,

6. $.t I"S41, 0SAS Salem was order.ed tc send s Pts,1? ts *sareh fron
Cape eos 13.ght alon6 eoast of fape Cad and work of.f ehore ae vtslbtl*j"ty permttted, A* f&$S PSM nas a$"rbnnne ofi ses,rsh. At 1S4$ CS Salenadvl,sed th*rt tsBH wae neturnlng t* ba,se beeause *f fo6 and r*nln. poslt"
LO mlles ea*t of Horth frupo. The PS$d s*srahed from*ruorth T,nur.oI*lght ts 48o-1?t $ 6$o*l$st ff to 41o*$?t $ 6go-t?trd *6 ss$*ern shoreof Nantucket rsland t* poett* 4 ml].ee east of Narth Trurs Lj.gbt,
thence to $el"em v1*1"'b11tty 1-4 nJ,lee, *elllng $SS * $OSr end"eaibor6*tar lalng: _$urll6^!he flf6i:t,ths A,fs 180 wsrs otglrted at l4s* at
approxlmatol"y 4Ao-OOt t-l 69o*40f !.f snd they fJ"sre 6ver the &r6e whorersft star later pJ-eked r.ip at sbout l"SS0* ftro eurvlvcre ln tho raftupon stghtlng th* plano sl:at uS e flare whtch failed tc f,unctlan
and t{n, 

" T}lpc"elt the $3.ane ha* pa*ued wLthou* s*eL*g thsm due topoor vislbllttyr ?irty gh*t up anottrer flare whtch fun6tloned proporly.Elthsr thie eeoold flere, or I subaequent flar*, w&a seen ny tno-
APD*1.€0 and Led to ttre ressue of susvJ.vors.

7 * SSSP aeststed ln e*ersh by eendlng OP dl.ape,tch CI61?L? to ths tiSS
sAYA*g {pg*,$g$i (enroute to fases); to the lt$;ii ilLI!{E (SE-SS?} (etr*
rout* Bestsn ts Ssreu.de); to the ti$S AeICi{ {$e-t$S} iEnr*ute from
$c*th tc Boston); and to the iI$& SAIS{I$RXPS& {n**g4$i (snroqts Bos*onto ltrcrf o3.k ) to keep a sharp look*st betwson 41*SSI{ and 4g*$O$ f,ortho overdue bLl*r{:,
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SubJl K*$4, report on los* ofr

8. Ciii$F al-os gent OF dl.apateh O680OF to the tJ$S MOI$'HY? (pp*$S*)
{anroute wlt}: IJ$$ i}iiSKLElY SE-$lr U$$ SF&NfiX:ISEER* SH-883, and $$S'
fiStISEl{ JAF{&:S SE*LSS from $ew Yorii te Soston}; ts the fd,S. pStfitELL

{ffi*$L$} {enlroute sxth U$$ tugX DXI*$?? and IJ;3s PAII,IE os-$?s frors$orfolk to Bostsn); to tl:e $g$ efffinf$$ (DE-169) (enroute fron SeL*
s,tyst'€ capos to Boeton); gna to the us$ t{0?esl*& (gm*Ber} (enrcuto
argentS.a-to Bostsn); sdvLsl"ng of Last i<nown poeJ.tlan of bl"I"mp xndLnatructln$ tl::em t* keep oirarp lcokout for wreckng* or survi?oya.
S* At about I"SOO q, .pexrslas5on wae obtelned to ure IJS& fllf$fl {ap1l*l" O) and {I$$ SAVfiSA {SH*S86} tn eoarch operatisns and tbese vs**sele wsra srdered ts report to S$G for duty by dlspetch c&SF O6t Sl"le
_(}qFel. $&lia$S r*ported at gLSO E whtch &as- reesived by s$s at
1*SO Q or tso hourn lator, af,ter" KLIIT$ raeport of recoveny of sur*
vivo:rs lre$ been rscsJ,ved" 0.s;$tr Sfi,s* C.$.S, auth.ority to Lceue sF*
dere far eeareh by $AVj{$& and iii,l}tff wirleh wes d*ne ln dispatahes
CIS&OLOS F ts iiLI$S and O6g00? OF to sAvS,S&" Although these s*easegso
wers furned ln to !{o:rthern Or*up 0orm:,unl.aati"on 0fflss ehortly after
LSAO Q they had not been sent and wero eaneolled by *rder of $ub*
Soarurand*r*, $arnthorn Srftlp after KLII{& r'eported regsue of eurvlvors"
xliloh messese wes rssslved ln Jotnt openatlone *t lgls g.

IOr WlrenlO* Whqn qaBki.n S.lngrlch, SSS, US$ fIg?$l3UfrGS, was J.nfomred o{'loee af bltnrp by phono, hs vol"untgered te use irJ"s veesel end hlsescort, IISS nAlt{}$gtlf;$8, 1n seerc}r thnaugh nlght"
l'l' Attenpte ware made throughout tbe night to contaet iiJ,fffS" to oF-der her t* retunn to Bsst*n wtth eurvlvoFe, but these atternpta were*0mplst6lg unau*segefutr .

Lg, At &bout o?Ls sn ? ttover,tber dl.epatah 06?s$$ f fron s,LrNE wree

1ecolved., whlch etstoe ahe was proeaedins on dutf assl.gn*d, and at
O7S0 $urfaee 0ontroll,sr w&.s nottfisd by 0fi$P $uriaeq CEn*rbltsn that
COfCI",AI,{S had bee$ rsq\rsstsd to cr"dsr KLUifg to r€turn to Seetcn*

I"$" fbn f ol}orrlng osr*ment Ls mado I

1. Freeont Rs"d*r aetr:p cauld not glva eecunate lnfornation ast* the pnessnse or abegnso of &n ssrlal targot ln the fiape *od *
Sdaesa*tilreotts Bay area*

*n $urfn*e Vessele avellabl-e to Ctr{G for" patrs}. are nst of euf*
f,lglent soa koeplng gue.llty to be of any ree}. value i,n e rsscu.s
mlselon iri slndo abov* S0 hnots. $irl.p Lana Fetrol veeeele a*elgnodto GHB wh.J.sb bave &$S ss&*gCII.ng qual,tty *f value are slsr* qnd eFe
bassd too fer at'see to bs of, lmrnodlats valuo ln a see ras€ue oLoeats ttra ooast.

3. fhe lose sf tlane ta aLsrt veseele ln vlalnity of a crash orresous mlee*on, due to necesslty to go tl:reugh vanlous seheLone of
c*urxrarld and deLay ln cor,nuunicatlona ls exeesiive and redqces tire
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subJ I K*34, rejrcrt on l-oss of .

value of, thgee veeseJ.s f,or* rescue operatlone,

*. $!hon rau6h $oeg prevent landlng by f,3.yl.ng boate, whtsh Le
frequcntLy tho e&ss ln thls &rs&, espocla)"ly ln slnter montbs, ths
aetu,eJ" ress$.e cf pensosneJ. l.s necefl$atrtl,y e funstlan of eulrfaie
sreft. Itx eush s&s6s, tbo funotl.sne *f slrorsft G.rei (a) $earclr,
{bi guidlng surfsoo craft to scens, {a} droppfng nafte and eup;:Ilas
to pereonnel. 

-

$* Ydhen psor vtstbll1ty or other unEatXsf*etory f3"yln6 weatherprsveils, oenr*tr-by aS.rcreft J.s drastl*al-Iy reetr,lcted or irapo*aiblen
snd the ful.L bun*on sf sanrch fnLle apon surfa*e oraft*

S* SermunlcstJ.sne on ??1S kce (ahlp to ehore frequen*ry) bs*
tlyeor: $arthern Sroup anrl I[LIl{fi {*pP*18O) and $AvA*E ($E*SS$} f,on a}L
practlsa]. purp*ss8 sF!'s non*axistent *ue trr unexBsrJ.ena* and ssa*
slekneee of bhelr r"adJ.o pers*nnel and to tr)oor receptlon ln snean

'l n Vaesale ass l6gned ts rescus oper*tlone sha*}d 6o on 50$0 ks "i:*medtate3-y upon rncelpt of ordora t* re;:or.t to Task Sroup Somdn,

v, s* HHansffitn
Saptalnn USff {Reti )
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